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China 
Birds flagged in China were recorded on 57 occasions this year. 
Black/white combination - a total of 45 records of birds flagged at Chong Ming Dao 
Blue/yellow combination - 3 entries from Bohai Bay. 
Green/orange combination - a quantity of 9 records from Yalu Jiang Nature Reserve. 
Japan 
One more record this year (53) than last year (52). 
Blue – birds flagged at Hokkaido reported on 34 occasions. 
Blue/white combination – a total of 19 separate sightings, 7 of birds from Tokyo area and 11 from Torinoumi 
area. 
Korea 
White/orange combination – 2 separate sightings of birds with these coloured flags, both from north 
Queensland. 
New Zealand 
Birds carrying a White flag were reported on 27 occasions, of which 14 were carrying engraved leg flags. 
Russia 
Black/yellow combination - 1 only sighting of a Red Knot flagged in Kamchatka. 
Yellow/white combination – 8 records of birds flagged on Sakhalin Island. 
One sighting of a Red-necked Stint with a pale green flag recorded in Moreton Bay which was flagged in 
Chukotka. 
Taiwan 
White/blue combination – 7 recorded this year, 5 of which carried engraved flags. 
 
Interstate leg flags seen in Queensland. 
Victoria 
A quantity of 113 sightings of waders with Orange flags were recorded. 
New South Wales 
Pied Oystercatcher with an engraved Yellow flag was recorded on 21 occasions. 
West Australia 
A total of 14 records of birds from the other side of the country. 
Yellow flag – Great Knot (WDA on flag) was reported at Cairns on 6 occasions during September and October, 
5 other yellow flag sightings came from Maaroom, 1 from Gladstone area, a Black-tailed Godwit was seen at the 
eastern side of the Gulf of Carpentaria. 
Yellow/orange combination and 1 Great Knot reported from Mackay. 
 
I would like to thank all the people who sent leg flag sighting records to me and ask them to keep on watching 
out for them.  
 
Phil Cross. 
 

Shorebirds of the Caley Valley Wetlands, Bowen 
 
Wetlands are important habitat for migratory shorebirds.  Along the Queensland coast, there are large areas of 
low lying land that is either tidal or inundated during wet seasons.  The QWSG in its role as a source of knowledge 
about shorebirds in Queensland needed to investigate the shorebirds of the Bowen region in light of the proposed 
expansion of the Port of Abbot Point.  Development of the coal in the Galilee Basin requires a port for export 
overseas.  The Port of Abbot Point would service three mines and would have three terminals with coal storage 
areas and additional rail lines.  However the need for the expansion is looking less likely as the viability of coal 
mines diminishes. 
 
Around Bowen there are extensive areas of ephemeral wetlands, but there are no large estuaries carrying 
sediment to the coast suggesting that the lack of fertility will mean poorer shorebird feeding areas.  These coastal 
wetlands are mainly used for grazing and have been altered to some extent by bunds for road access and to 
restrict salt water movement.  The Port of Abbot Point is about 25 km north of Bowen where there is a jetty 
extending several hundred metres out to sea rather than a typical deep water harbour on the coast as the sea is 
too shallow for ships.  At the end of the jetty (terminal) a basin is dredged for shipping.  Coal is transported by 
train to the terminal and then out to sea to waiting ships. 
 
The dredging needed for the ship basin requires disposal of dredge spoil.  This was initially proposed to be 
dumped in the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park and then changed to land adjacent to the Caley Valley wetland.  
The proposal to place the dredge spoil in the wetlands triggered the preparation of an EIS by the proponent (North 
QLD Bulk Ports).  
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The Caley Valley wetlands comprise salt pans, salt couch and freshwater wetlands (Lake Caley).  During the 
QWSG visit in January 2016 there was a fresh water body surrounded by large areas of sedgelands.  There had 
been no wet season rains to fill the wetland. 
 
QWSG have limited counts from this part of the QLD coast.  A shorebird survey of the Bowen coast was 
undertaken by boat in 1995 and this is the only data in the QWSG database for the region other than counts done 
at some local roosts around Bowen by Jon Wren in the 1990’s and early 2000’s.  The QWSG count methodology 
is to count shorebirds at a spring high tide, when the birds are concentrated at high tide roosts that are not 
inundated.  We also sought to replicate the tides selected at the time of the previous survey. 
 
During our visit in January 2016 we found a diverse coastal marine and freshwater wetland system and the 
freshwater area while being mostly dry would be very productive once flooded by seasonal rains.  Both migratory 
shorebirds and resident shorebirds used the wetlands. Migratory shorebirds (mostly Red-necked Stint) and 
resident Red-capped Dotterels utilized the salt pan habitat.  Bar-tailed Godwits were found on the high tide roost 
at the mouth of the nearby Elliot River.  Mostly waterbirds (Black Swans, pelicans and Grey Teal) were in the 
fresh water.  A previous survey in 2012 by consultants for the proponent estimated 35 Australian Painted Snipe 
(endangered) used the sedgelands. 
 
The QWSG database now has records for the Caley Valley wetlands and recent counts for some high tide roosts 
around Bowen.  These parts of the coast are difficult to survey and do not attract many visiting bird watchers.  But 
these are important and diverse habitats.  The overall declines in migratory shorebirds (eastern curlew and curlew 
sandpiper are critically endangered) now warrant even more careful assessment of developments that impact on 
these birds.  The QWSG will continue to monitor shorebirds in Queensland to find out more about how shorebirds 
use both the sub-coastal wetlands and foreshores. 
 
Sandra Harding 
 

Bowen and Burdekin River Delta Shorebird Surveys - January 2016 
by Arthur Keates 
QWSG has funded shorebird surveys in the Bowen area, including the Caley Valley wetlands about 21 km north 
of Bowen, and the Burdekin River delta. The surveys were conducted from January 20 to 22 by Peter Driscoll, 
David Milton, Sandra Harding and Arthur Keates 
 

 
 
Flying into Bowen over the saltworks 11 Common Greenshank were seen but no other shorebirds. 
 
On the first day of the surveys, Peter and Sandra conducted an aerial reconnaissance of coastal shorebird roost 
sites in the Bowen area from Bowen to Nobbies Inlet in the north. Flying over 11 sites, an estimated 1,930 
migratory shorebirds were recorded, including 449 in the Caley Valley wetlands while the Nobbies Inlet-Cape 
Upstart area contained the highest estimate of 1,325.  
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As the Caley Valley wetlands are within the Abbot Point State Development Area, the Co-ordinator General’s 
permission was obtained to enter the area to conduct ground surveys. 
 
Clearly, there had been no significant summer flows of freshwater into the wetlands from the Don River prior to 
the surveys. However, the freshwater lake, Lake Caley, had sufficient water level to provide habitat for Australian 
Pelican, Black Swan, Grey Teal, Hardhead, White-headed Stilt, Masked Lapwing, Red-capped Plover and a single 
Marsh Sandpiper. Sadly, numerous spent shotgun pellets around the lake’s edge evidenced wildlife at the 
wetlands do not always have a refuge. 
 
Rather than trudge across the vast area to the saltpan to the west of Lake Caley, access was obtained by driving 
to the Elliot River and then by boat along the coast to a creek flowing into the saltpan. Even so, the distance to be 
covered by foot in the time was limited and so the four counters split into 2 teams. The saltpan attracted the 
following migratory and resident shorebird species, Masked Lapwing, Red-capped Plover, Common Greenshank, 
Sharp-tailed Sandpiper and Red-necked Stint. In addition, waterbirds and terns recorded included Great-billed 
Heron, Black-necked Stork, Brolga, Eastern Great Egret, Little Egret, Royal Spoonbill, Grey Teal, Hardhead, 
Caspian Tern and Silver Gull. At the mouth of the Elliot River, there were small numbers of Far Eastern Curlew, 
Bar-tailed Godwit and Great Knot and a colony of nesting Silver Gull while a few Grey-tailed Tattler flushed from 
the mangroves near the boat launching area. 
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Even in the dry conditions, the ground counts for the Caley Valley sites covered resulted in a total of 661 migratory 
birds of 5 species, Far Eastern Curlew (15), Common Greenshank (56), Marsh Sandpiper (1), Sharp-tailed 
Sandpiper (3) and Red-necked Stint (586). In addition, a late afternoon survey of Muller’s Lagoon, in the heart of 
Bowen, added Common Greenshank (1), Marsh Sandpiper (23) and Sharp-tailed Sandpiper (24) as well as White-
headed Stilt (30) and Black-fronted Dotterel (6). 
 
Having completed surveys of the Caley Valley wetlands and the Bowen area, the opportunity was taken to venture 
north to the Burdekin River delta which holds some remote shorebird roosts that are accessible only by boat. 
From previous surveys conducted by Peter, David and Sandra in October 2011 and January 2012, we know the 
area supports internationally significant numbers of Greater Sand Plover (>1% of the East Asian-Australasian 
Flyway population)1. Counts of 6 roost sites confirmed the significance of the delta for the species (3 236), made 
up of flocks of 100, 1 468, 488 and 1 180. Counts of Lesser Sand Plover also attained the 1% threshold (613) 
made up of flocks of 20, 229, 79 and 285.  
 
In addition to the shorebirds, 971 terns were counted, 738 being Little Tern with Caspian, Gull-billed, Common, 
Crested and Lesser Crested Terns making up the rest. 
 
The table shows the shorebird species counts: 

Species Count 
Beach Stone-curlew 2 
Pied Oystercatcher 99 
Grey Plover 77 
Greater Sand Plover 3236 
Lesser Sand Plover 613 
Red-capped Plover 61 
Far EasternCurlew 227 
Whimbrel 190 
Black-tailed Godwit 60 
Bar-tailed Godwit 593 
Common Greenshank 7 
Great Knot 2088 
Red Knot 107 
Ruddy Turnstone 2 
Terek Sandpiper 1 
Curlew Sandpiper 34 
Sanderling 32 
Sharp-tailed Sandpiper 52 
Broard-billed Sandpiper 1 
Red-necked Stint 1461 
Total 8943 

 
Fortunately, because of its remoteness and inaccessibility to the delta roost sites other than by boat, the only 
apparent direct threat to them is the occasional disturbance by fishers. Nevertheless, long-term protection of the 
area is essential given its international importance to shorebirds. 
 
1 See the report “The Importance of Bowling Green Bay and Burdekin River Delta, North Queensland, Australia for Shorebirds and 
Waterbirds” published in Stilt 65 (2014): 3-16. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


