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We recovered 2 geolocators in 2012 of the 20 originally put on and a further 20 geolocators are being
calibrated as | type this report and will be put on tattlers in December and January so that we can collect
more data on this exciting project. The results of the first two geolocators can be seen in the last newsletter
and show how truly remarkable these birds are when they migrate.

TABLE 1: NUMBERS OF SHOREBIRDS BANDED BY QWSG IN 2012

SPECIES Number caught 2011 | Number caught 2012
Bar-tailed Godwit 43 152
Black-winged Stilt 3 16
Bush Stone-curlew 17 6
Curlew Sandpiper 5 46
Double-banded Plover 0 1
Eastern Curlew 1 0
Great Knot 0 96
Greater Sandplover 2 1
Grey-tailed Tattler 61 113
Lesser Sandplover 2 2
Masked Lapwing 5 1
Pacific Golden Plover 1 0
Pied Oystercatcher 16 17
Red-capped Plover 1 1
Red Knot 0 6
Red-necked Stint 35 27
Ruddy Turnstone 17 6
Sharp-tailed Sandpiper 11 26
Terek Sandpiper 8 1
Whimbrel 11 1
TOTALS 240 519

9" Mackay Shorebird Survey by QWSG

QWSG aims to undertake a survey of the high tide shorebird roosts in the Mackay region every two years.
As the usual organizer was away on holidays (thanks Linda!) it was apparent that the job was mine. Luckily,
Linda is very organized and so was able to provide the necessary details before she left for her trip to South
Africa. We planned to survey 67 roosts and wetlands between Repulse Bay near Airlie Beach and Cape
Palmerstone, south of Sarina. This is the normal survey region that has been completed each time. We
were lucky with the weather and had all the boat trips go ahead as planned. But it was still disappointing to
miss out on 11 roosts that were not counted on the Sand Bay and Ince Bay trips. The methods and sites for
these 2 areas will need to be reviewed before the next comprehensive survey. The survey was made over 3
days — 16 to 18 November 2012.

The last survey reported 18,054 waders in November 2010 from 52 sites and this survey recorded 16,568
waders from 56 sites. Species that were down from last time were: Beach Stone-curlew, Grey Plover,
Lesser Sand Plover, Bar-tailed Godwit, Whimbrel, Terek Sandpiper, Common Greenshank, Great Knot and
Red Knot. Higher counts were made of Bush Stone-curlew, Australian Pied Oystercatcher, Sooty
Oystercatcher, Black-winged Stilt, Pacific Golden Plover, Red-capped Plover, Greater Sand Plover, Black-
fronted Dotterel, Red-kneed Dotterel, Masked Lapwing, Comb-crested Jacana, Latham’s Snipe, Black-tailed
Godwit, Eastern Curlew, Grey-tailed Tattler, Wandering Tattler, Marsh Sandpiper, Ruddy Turnstone,
Sanderling, Red-necked Stint, Sharp-tailed Sandpiper and Curlew Sandpiper. The increase in the Curlew
Sandpiper numbers was minimal (57 in 2010 to 59 in 2012).

The site with the second highest count of waders was Dudgeon Point, north of Hay Point. The future of
Dudgeon Point roosts for waders is doubtful as the Queensland Government’s plan is to develop coal
terminals on this peninsular. This survey found 980 Greater Sand Plovers (1.24% for the flyway population).
While the Hay Point Master Plan intends to avoid the claypan area to protect shorebird roosting (Draft Final
Port of Hay Point Ten Year Development Master Plan), this will not work as it is not where the shorebirds
roost and does not provide the type of habitat for the species using the Point. The recently released
waterbird population estimates (WPES5 - Wetlands International 2012 — wpe.wetlands.org) reduced the
flyway population of Greater Sand Plover from 110,000 to 79,000, which shows the species has declined by
31% in the last five years. Refer to the following web site for the details of the planned Dudgeon Pt coal
terminals. - http://www.ngbp.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2012/10/Draft-Final-Port-of-Hay-Point-Ten-Year-
Development-Master-Plan.pdf
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It was good to meet up with local counters in the region during the survey. We encourage local counters to
visit as many of the roosts they can and send in the counts to Linda. In particular, we hope that Marlis
Schoeb can count Nell’'s Beach, Sand Bay via land access in the future. It was also an opportunity to
improve on the GIS mapping of roosts in the region that is maintained by Reef Catchments natural resource
management group. Thank you to Kerri Woodcock for her support in providing us with the maps to take out
in the field. Once again thank you to Jim Ryman for providing his services and boat to take the team out to
Bakers Creek, McEwan’s Beach and Dunrock sites. The accommodation at lllawong Beach Resort was
perfect and the helpfulness of the staff at the Duke of Edinburg Hotel at Walkerston was appreciated. Thank
you also to Brenda and Deirdre for their assistance with logistics during the survey.

Wader breeding records

Hodges Lagoon, Shoal Point 3 juvenile black swan

Dudgeon Point Red-capped Plover nesting/eggs

Dudgeon Pt Ck mouth 3 Red-capped Plover nesting/eggs

Dudgeon Pt wetland 1 Masked Lapwing chick

Dudgeon Pt Beach Aust Pied Oystercatcher nesting with 2 eggs

Mackay Port Wetlands 2 pairs of Masked Lapwings (b) with chicks, 1
pair of Black-fronted Dotterel (b) with 3 chicks

Tedlands wetland 2 juvenile White-bellied Sea-eagle

Flagged birds

St Helens Beach Male Godwit — orange right upper leg (flagged
in Victoria)

Dudgeon Pt Green flag on Sand Plover glimpsed — no
other details available (flagged in SE Qld)

Dudgeon Pt Ck mouth Terek Sandpiper black over white on right
upper, metal bank on left upper (flagged in
Shanghai, China)

Armstrongs south point 2 Great Knots black over white, right leg above
knee (flagged in Shanghai, China)

Disturbance

Disturbance was recorded at 10 sites. The types of disturbance recorded were dogs off-leash, people
walking, jet skis, loud music, motor bikes, fishers and boats. A number of beaches are being targeted by
Reef Catchments and the Mackay City Council and the survey indicates that this is a very urgent issue if the
sites are to continue to be used by the birds.

Points of interest
Total birds: 26,059 of 82 species of waterbird, water-dependent raptor and shorebirds
Site with highest count of shorebird species: — O’Connell River mouth (2900 waders)
Total shorebirds: 16,568 of 32 species. This comprised 21 migratory species and 11 resident species, which
is the highest number of shorebird species for any of the surveys.
Highest counts: Great Knot 5142 (IUCN internationally listed as Vulnerable)
Bar-tailed Godwit 2755
Red-necked Stint 1684
Greater Sand Plover 1442 (IUCN internationally listed as Vulnerable)
The region is internationally significant for 6 species (> 1% flyway population) based on the current survey
results.
One Wood Sandpiper recorded at Tedlands Wetlands.

Special thanks to land owners

Angelo Sant — owner of Sant’s Lagoon and Nell's Beach

Joe & Phyllis Abela — owners of Habana Wharf

Chris Pappas — part owner of property at Shoal Point

Vic Welsh — owner of Tedlands

Dugall & Kerry McDougall’s - owner of Alligator Hole Tedlands South

Brett Windsor — lessee of Dudgeon Point owned by North Queensland Bulk Ports Corporation
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The participants for this survey

QWSG Members: Robert Bush, Deirdre Chrzescijanski, Jon Coleman, Ken Cowell, David Edwards, Andrew
Geering, Sandra Harding, Lisa Johnston, Arthur Keates, David Milton, Felicity Moore, Brenda & Graham
Smith, Floss Wainwright, Ivell & Jim Whyte

QWSG Members in Mackay and Airlie Beach: Marlis Schoeb, Graham Armstrong

Birdlife Australia, Mackay: Gerry Woodruff, Marg Andrews, Greg Strohal, Dan Burndred

Department of National Parks, Recreation, Sport and Racing: Stephen Burke, Ludi, John

Sandra Harding

China Coastal Waterbird Census wins Ford Green Award

Birdlife Fri, Jan 25, 2013

The China Coastal Waterbird Census is a long-term project to monitor the distribution, numbers and
seasonal movements of waterbirds along the Chinese coast (Marcus Ho).

China lies at the centre of the East Asian-Australasian Flyway, and vast numbers of migratory birds pass
through the country every year on the journeys between their breeding and non-breeding grounds. In the
past seven years the China Coastal Waterbird Census has gathered a wealth of new information on the
populations of the waterbirds that migrate along the coast of China, including many globally threatened
species.

In late 2012, the team of volunteers that runs the China Coastal Waterbird Census was awarded the second
prize in the Nature Conservation Pioneer Award category of the Ford Green Awards 2012. The extra
resources provided by the award will be used to recruit new surveyors and cover additional sites, and to
provide training to enhance the skills of the team.

The China Coastal Waterbird Census is a long-term project initiated by a group of keen birdwatchers in
September 2005 with an aim of monitoring the distribution, numbers and seasonal movements of waterbirds
through monthly surveys along the Chinese coast. It was also hoped that the results of the China Coastal
Waterbird Census would assist with the conservation of the country’s biodiversity and Important Bird Areas.

Getting baseline data

The China Coastal Waterbird Census is coordinated by representatives from the different survey sites and to
date more than 150 volunteers from Chinese birdwatching societies, nature reserves and other organisations
have participated in the census work. At present, waterbirds are counted at thirteen coastal intertidal
wetlands every month, in Liaoning, Tianjin, Hebei, Shandong, Jiangsu, Shanghai, Fujian, Guangdong and
Hong Kong.

The results of the monthly surveys are providing important baseline information on the biodiversity of the
thirteen coastal sites and the distribution, populations and migratory movements of individual waterbird
species in China. Since the start of the project, a total of 21 globally threatened species (four Critically
Endangered, six Endangered and 11 Vulnerable) has been recorded, as well as 71 species that have been
counted in internationally important numbers (exceeding 1% of their global or flyway population at one or
more sites).

The China Coastal Waterbird Census has made some exciting discoveries, notably that Rudong in Jiangsu
is a key stopover site for both Spoon-billed Sandpiper (Critically Endangered) and Spotted Greenshank
(Endangered), that the Min Jiang Estuary in Fujian support a wintering population of Spoon-billed Sandpiper
and that Lianyungang in Jiangsu is a key wintering site for Eurasian Oystercatcher.

Reporting back

Two reports have been published on the results of the China Coastal Waterbird Census — in Chinese with an
English summary — covering 2005-2007 and 2008-2009, and the data have been cited in both national and
international studies. A new report covering 2010-2011 will be published shortly. A leaflet about the China
Coastal Waterbird Census was produced to promote wetland and waterbird conservation to the general
public.

A meeting of the China Coastal Waterbird Census participants is held every year or two, to review the
previous year's counts and plan for the following year. Training courses have been held on survey
techniques, the identification of difficult waterbird groups and site conservation, which has helped to build the
capacity of the Chinese birdwatching societies.




