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Northern Wellesley Islands, Approved as a EAAFP Site 
From John Hodson CLCAC 
 
Hello everyone, great news, the Northern Wellesley nomination to the EAAFP Flyway Site Network has been 
formally approved! 
 
There will be a formal designation letter and certificate issued and once these are ready, EAAFP will officially 
announce the designation of Northern Wellesley Islands, Queensland [EAAF161] to EAAFP Partners and through 
EAAFP’s social media channels. 
 
The nomination was put together by Roger Jensch a leading authority on migratory shorebirds and funded by 
DETSI Threatened Species Operations. 
 
For those of you that don’t know about EAAFP, stands for the East Asian–Australasian Flyway Partnership Flyway 
Site Network and is a voluntary system of internationally important wetlands managed to protect migratory 
waterbirds and their habitats. 
 
What is the Flyway Site Network? The East Asian–Australasian Flyway stretches from Arctic Russia and Alaska, 
through Asia, and down to Australia and New Zealand and supports roughly 50 million migratory waterbirds that 
rely on these wetlands to rest and feed during long journeys. The network includes over 150 designated sites 
across more than 18 countries, with 24 key sites located within Australia. The main goals of the Network are to 
keep wetland habitats healthy and functional for wildlife, assist governments, local communities, and scientists 
share data and protect bird populations across borders, and track bird numbers and plant health to catch 
environmental problems early. 
 
Overview of the Region 

• Located in the southern Gulf of Carpentaria, Queensland. 

• Acts as a critical migration stopover and feeding ground for shorebirds and waterbirds. 

• Connects local wetland preservation with international flyway conservation efforts. 
Conservation Goals 

• Protect unique coastal mudflats, mangroves, and shallow marine habitats. 

• Support populations of migratory species that travel across the East Asian-Australasian Flyway. 

• Engage traditional owners and local rangers in ongoing land and sea management. 
 

 
 

From the Queensland Wader Study Group, congratulations to all involved. 
  

http://www.waders.org.au/
https://www.facebook.com/QueenslandWaderStudyGroup/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&source=web&rct=j&url=https://www.birdlife.org/east-asian-australasian-flyway/&ved=2ahUKEwi3qqic7KaWAxXfguEIHZzhK-oQy_kOegoIAggACAAIERAF&opi=89978449&cd&psig=AOvVaw0l0GCcUm8cSErTmKM3w4JI&ust=1787028003976000
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Longevity of Queensland Flagged Bar-tailed Godwit 
by Arthur Keates 

 
The Western Alaskan Bar-tailed Godwit (Limosa lapponica baueri) is the most abundant migratory shorebird in 
Moreton Bay and considered one of the most abundant shorebirds in Queensland overall.  Under both the Nature 
Conservation Act 1992 (Qld) and the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cth), the 
conservation status of the species is endangered. 
 
Since late 2006, QWSG’s banding team, led by Jon Coleman, has fitted over 1,500 engraved leg flags to Bar-
tailed Godwit at various sites in Moreton Bay, the Great Sandy Strait and Gladstone.  Interestingly, of those birds 
sexed when banded, over 61% were males. 
 
It is accepted that the Bar-tailed Godwit is a long-lived species, often reaching 10 to 15 years.  It may seem 
counterintuitive but those shorebird species that carry out the most extreme migrations appear to have the lowest 
adult mortality rates, although the long flights probably result in higher mortality rates in juveniles, Behler, B.M. 
(2025). 
 
Data from recaptures in Victoria reveal a small number of Western Alaskan Bar-tailed Godwit have reached over 
20 years.  Conceivably the oldest recorded Western Alaskan Bar-tailed Godwit in the East Asian-Australasian 
Flyway is an individual banded in New Zealand but having a Queensland connection.  The female godwit was first 
banded in 1993 as a second-year bird.  When recaptured in February 2008, she was fitted with a white flag 
engraved ASE.  Not having been observed in New Zealand since 2015, QWSG member, Tony Cotter, managed 
to photograph her at Geoff Skinner Reserve in November 2020, making her 28 years 3 months old. 
 
Knowing several individuals observed in Moreton Bay were banded over 15 years ago prompted me to research 
QWSG’s leg flag sightings database to ascertain the oldest of “our” flagged birds.  Engraved leg flags fitted to 
Bar-tailed Godwit before the end of 2010 had 2 letters only, from AB through to JR (the research range).  This 
report focuses on the individuals in the research range mentioned in the Table at the end of this report known to 
be alive in the 2025 austral summer1.  It is important to bear in mind old engraved flags are faded, worn and 
illegible unless observed in good light explaining, in part at least, the long periods between observations of some 
individuals (including those mentioned in the Table).  There may well be other individuals fitted with an engraved 
leg flag in the research range that have gone unreported in recent years. 
 
CS is an example of long periods between reported observations.  Several observations of CS were reported after 
banding in late January 2008, but she was not reported for over 5 years (from early November 2009 to mid-
February 2015).  CS has been reported almost every year since then, the last observation just before northern 
migration in 2025. 
 
CU is not only one of the oldest known, living Bar-tailed Godwit making Moreton Bay its home in the non-breeding 
season but also, he has been observed in the field a staggering 282 times.  Of these records, preeminent 
ornithologist Danny Rogers observed him only 14 weeks after banding at the Geumgang River Estuary, South 
Korea, the site where he was also observed on northern migration in 2015, 2021 and 2023.  The Geumgang River 
Estuary, South Korea is a significant ecological area and a vital stopover for migratory birds, even more so since 
the loss of the massive tidal flats following the construction of the Saemangeum seawall.  Interestingly, I observed 
CU at Thorneside on 24 April 2026 when one would have expected him to have been in the Yellow Sea region on 
northern migration.  Although in full breeding plumage, CU looked noticeably thinner than the previous observation 
of him on 29 March 2026 at the Wynnum foreshore when in peak physical condition.  This apparent loss of 
physical condition, combined with the fact that there are no reported observations of CU between 29 March and 
24 April (despite many hours of leg flag scanning by observers at sites frequented by CU), lead me to speculate 
his attempt to migrate failed and he returned to Moreton Bay.  If that is the case, he is not likely to make another 
attempt at migration this year. 
 
The first reported observation of DN was over 1 year after his banding in late March 2008.  After an observation 
in mid-January 2010, DN was not reported again until late November 2014.  All reported observations of DN have 
been in Moreton Bay, the last just before northern migration this year 
 
Second only to CS, observations of EC have been reported over 231 times, of which over 100 are for observations 
in South Korea, providing valuable data not only as to his longevity but also on his stopovers on migration thanks 
largely to the efforts of unfailing shorebird enthusiast, Andreas Kim.  Since 2013, Andreas, along with others, have 
observed EC in all years except 2019 and 2022 at the Mokpo Namhang Tidal Flat or Aphae Is to the west of the 
city of Mokpo.  Importantly, from the first and last observation dates, an indication of the length of EC’s stopovers 
are revealed from the arrival and departure dates.  The multiple observations of EC in the years 2015 to 2018 and 
2020 to 2021, show 9 April as the earliest arrival date and 15 April as the latest arrival date.  
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The length of the stopover ranges from 30 to 42 days with the earliest departure date being 14 May and the latest 
being 21 May.  On 5 April 2025, I observed and photographed EC at Thorneside.  Very soon after that observation, 
he set off on northern migration and was seen by Andreas at Aphae Is on 14 April.  The last observation of EC at 
the site that year was 25 April.  This year, EC was a little later in departing Moreton Bay.  On 10 April 2026, I 
observed and photographed EC at Thorneside.  Nine days later, EC was seen at Aphae Is.  EC’s migration is 
consistent with data gained from the satellite tracking of Bar-tailed Godwit BYX which undertook the c 7,500 km 
flight from Brisbane, arriving in South Korea 7 days later and after a stopover of 40 days continued to the breeding 
grounds in Alaska. 
 

 
Left: EC with slight trace of remnant breeding plumage after arrival in Moreton Bay in late October 2025.  
Right: EC in full breeding plumage in South Korea in late May 2020. 
 
From mid-December 2009 until late November 2014, EL was reported only twice but has been observed every 
year since then.  EL has been observed in South Korea on northern migration in the boreal spring of 2022 and 
2023 at the Geumgang River Estuary, South Korea. 
 
With only 17 reported observations, EY is the least observed of the godwits in the research range.  Like EL, EY 
was observed at the Geumgang River Estuary, South Korea on northern migration in 2022 and 2023.  Further, in 
late April to early May 2023, CU, EL and EY were all reported at the Geumgang River Estuary, South Korea. 
 
After being unreported for nearly 7 years after banding in 2008, FJ was seen 7 more times in 2015 followed by 
several long periods of being unreported.  FJ has been observed only 31 times, all in Moreton Bay and 25 of them 
at Oyster Pt. 
 
Woodley (2012) notes “Godwits up to 2 years old are known to wander New Zealand and eastern Australia before 
settling on specific sites.  Once they have done so, they remain extremely faithful to that site as adults.”.  It has 
been long known that some juvenile Bar-tailed Godwit arriving in eastern Australia head east across the Tasman 
Sea to New Zealand.  Over the years, there have been many observations of engraved leg flags fitted in south-
east Queensland providing examples of this, including FX.  Within 2 weeks after banding at Manly Boat Harbour, 
FX was seen there but less than a year later it was observed at Clifton Beach, Auckland where it was observed 
every year from 2009 to 2022 (except 2020).  Unusually, in 2023 FX returned to Moreton Bay where it was last 
observed on 19 December at Geoff Skinner Reserve raising questions: Did it divert to Moreton Bay because of 
prevailing wind, harsh weather, fatigue or other reason? Did it return to Auckland?  
 
The first reported observation of HP was nearly a year after banding in mid-December 2009 followed by nearly 2 
more years before the next observation and almost 3 more years for the next observation in late September 2014.  
Since then, HP has been observed every year, all in Moreton Bay. 
 
While CU, EC, EL, EY, JJ and KM have all been seen in South Korea on northern migration, HR is the only 
individual seen in China, on 26 April 2011 at Yalu Jiang National Nature Reserve. 
 
JB, JJ and JP, each has its leg flag fitted on the left tibia and not the right tibia in accordance with protocol.  JB 
has been observed over 100 times in Moreton Bay, 65 of them at the banding site showing faithfulness.  All but 
one of the 126 observations of JJ have been at Wynnum, Manly, Lota or Thorneside with the one overseas 
observation at the Geumgang River Estuary, South Korea on 19 April 2021.  Although observations of JP have 
been reported only 19 times, all were in Moreton Bay and all, but 2 observations were at its banding site.  Other 
than the first year after banding, JB has been observed every year while JJ and JP were unreported for long 
periods, each for nearly 4 years (2010 to 2014 and 2022 to 2026 respectively).  
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This photo of FJ and JB was taken in early April 2024 just prior to northern migration.  Note the difference in 

plumage and size between JB, a male, in near full breeding plumage and the larger FJ, a female. 
 
KM was not reported for nearly 2 years after banding followed by another 5 years before being observed again.  
The only overseas observation, and the last observation, of KM was at Seocheon Tidal Flat, Geumgang River 
Estuary, South Korea on 27 April 2026. 
 
Of course, the high number of reports from Wynnum, Manly, Lota and Thorneside reflects observer effort and site 
accessibility.  Nevertheless, adult godwits are site faithful, returning after migration each year to the same location 
they settled as juveniles (Battley et al., 2020).  Furthermore, the multiple and, in some cases regular, observations 
of individuals at stopover sites in South Korea evidence site fidelity on northern migration.  This is consistent with 
the findings of the study into Great Knot (Calidris tenuirostris) and Bar-tailed Godwit by Chan et al, 2023, p 5: “Our 
findings based on both satellite tracking and resighting data revealed high site fidelity in both study species, with 
the majority of individuals using only one site during the non-breeding season and returning to the same stopping 
sites during north- and southward migration.”2. 

 
Assuming a similar migration route to satellite tracked BYX from Moreton Bay to the Yellow Sea (c 7,500 km), 
then on to the breeding grounds in Alaska (c 6,500 km) and flight back across the Pacific Ocean to Moreton Bay 
(c 11,400 km) (a total round trip of 25,400 km), the oldest individuals have likely flown over 430,000 km on 
migration alone.  To use an often-quoted expression in relation to migratory shorebirds, that is more than the 
distance from the earth to the moon (384,400 km). 
 
While the use of satellite transmitters provides a powerful resource to track shorebird migration, the observation 
of engraved leg flags still makes a valuable contribution to the conservation of shorebirds.  Finally, it is appropriate 
to acknowledge the dedication of QWSG member Tony Cotter who has made an enormous contribution to 
QWSG’s leg flag sightings database, particularly in relation to the godwits mentioned in this report. 
  



Queensland Wader – Issue 137      September, October, November 2026 

5 

 

Notes: 
 
1. The data in the Table are based on reports in QWSG’s leg flag sightings database and other public 
 reports as of 11 May 2026. 
2. The reference to southward migration relates to the Northern Siberian Bar-tailed Godwit (subspecies 
 menzbieri) of northwest Australia. 
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 life settlement in godwit migration timing. Frontiers in Ecology and Evolution, 8, 52. 
 https://www.frontiersin.org/journals/ecology-and-evolution/articles/10.3389/fevo.2020.00052/full 
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Table 

Engraved 
Leg Flag 

Date 
Banded 

Sex Age at 
Banding 

Last 
Observation 

Date 

Age at Last 
Observation 

Date 

CS 25 Jan 2008 Female 2+ 3 Mar 2025 19+ years 

CU 5 Feb 2008 Male 2+ 11 May 2026 20+ years 

DN 21 Mar 2008 Male 2+ 31 Mar 2026 20+ years 

EC 21 Mar 2008 Male 2+ 30 Apr 2026 20+ years 

EL 21 Mar 2008 Male 2+ 20 Dec 2025 19+ years 

EY 21 Mar 2008 Female 2+ 13 Jan 2026 19+ years 

FJ 4 Apr 2008 Female 2 11 Dec 2025 19+ Years 

FX 4 May 2008 Male 2+ 19 Dec 2023 17+ years 

KM 27 Sep 2008 Female 2+ 27 Apr 2026 19+ years 

HP 19 Dec 2009 Male 2+ 25 Mar 2026 18+ years 

HR 19 Dec 2009 Female 2+ 10 Apr 2026 18+ years 

JB 30 Oct 2010 Male 2+ 13 Jan 2026 17+ years 

JJ 30 Oct 2010 Male 2+ 27 Mar 2026 17+ years 

JP 30 Oct 2010 Male 2+ 12 Feb 2026 17+ years 

 
  

https://www.frontiersin.org/journals/ecology-and-evolution/articles/10.3389/fevo.2020.00052/full
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1186/s40462-023-00443-9
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Coochin Creek Letter to Murray Watt: The issue 
 
To the Honourable Murray Watt, Minister for the Environment and Water: 
Ensure Federal environment law is applied to the proposed developments at Coochin Creek 
 
We, the undersigned residents and community members, strongly oppose the two large-scale development 
applications at 1807 and 1641 Roys Road, Coochin Creek on the Sunshine Coast.  
 
The Queensland Government has now approved both the Big 4 style Tourist Park and the Mega Music Festival 
and Exhibition Centre at Coochin Creek — directly beside the RAMSAR listed Pumicestone Passage and within 
the Northern Inter-Urban Break (NIUB), following a Ministerial Call-In. 
 
These approvals do not remove requirements for assessment under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity 
Conservation (EPBC) Act 1999. 
 
Both developments should be referred by the developer for assessment due to risk of significant impacts on: 

➤internationally recognised and nationally protected wetlands  

➤ threatened and migratory bird species 

➤ other matters of National Environmental Significance (MNES) 

➤ the broader ecological values of Pumicestone Passage and the NIUB. 

 
Despite this, the developer is yet to lodge the required referrals. 
 
Under the EPBC Act, the Federal Environment Minister has the authority to initiate a referral when a proponent 
fails to do so and when MNES may be affected. 
 
This ensures that proper scientific assessment occurs, including cumulative impacts — something not addressed 
in the State call-in process. 
 
With both developments now approved by the State Government, it is essential that federal environmental 
safeguards are applied, as required under national law. 
 
The community expects that the legal obligations under the EPBC Act are fully upheld. 
 
We call on the Federal Minister for the Environment and Water to: 

➤refer both applications for assessment under Act 

➤protect Pumicestone Passage, its catchment, and its wildlife. 

 
Background (Below is the original petition to the Qld Planning Minister, prior to development approvals by him 
being given, retained for transparency) 
 

To the Honourable Minister for Planning, Jarrod Bleijie MP: 
 
We, the undersigned residents and community members, strongly oppose the two large-scale development 
applications at 1807 and 1641 Roys Road, Coochin Creek on the Sunshine Coast by the Comiskey Group. 
 
These intensive proposals — a large urban style tourist park (not an eco-resort as the developer promotes) and 
a mega music festival and outdoor exhibition site — are located beside the Ramsar-listed Pumicestone Passage, 
a wetland of international importance, and within the Northern Inter-Urban Break (NIUB), a protected greenbelt 
separating Brisbane from the Sunshine Coast. The area is ecologically sensitive, flood-prone, and home to 
threatened species and diverse native wildlife. 
 
Despite serious concerns raised by both the Sunshine Coast Regional Council and the State Assessment and 
Referral Agency (SARA), as Planning Minister you used your discretionary powers intended for only exceptional 
and rare circumstances, to call in both applications — removing the community’s right to have a proper say and 
to appeal. This overrides and undermines the usual development assessment process. 
 

Council identified major environmental, infrastructure, and bushfire risks. 
The developer delayed responding to Council’s request for more information. 
The proposals have not been referred to the Federal Government under the EPBC Act, despite legal 
obligations and impacts on Matters of National Environmental Significance  
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The Minister’s call-in removes community appeal rights and sets a dangerous precedent. 
Now, your government’s own planning agency - SARA - has completed its assessments and recommended 
refusal of both proposals. Their findings include: 

No overriding need in the public interest – there is no significant adverse economic, social or 
environmental impact on the community if the proposed outdoor sport and recreation use is not 
developed. 
No justification for location within the NIUB. 
Adverse environmental impacts on Ramsar wetlands and National Park. 
Serious bushfire and access risks – to visitors, local residents and emergency responders. 
Incompatibility with surrounding rural uses and the amenity of local residents. 
Non-compliance with sections of the Planning Regulation 2017 and the inability to achieve compliance 
with these provisions through the imposition of conditions. 
Not consistent with the Regional Plan Regional Landscape and Rural Production Area (RLRPA). 
Conflicts with the expressed core values of the NIUB identified in ShapingSEQ 2023. 

 
These are private developments, and SARA’s assessment re the public interest, confirms these are not projects 
of state significance. The key state (and national) interest is that they do pose serious risks to the Pumicestone 
Passage, one of Queensland’s and Australia’s most precious coastal ecosystems. 
 
There is absolutely no reason for them to proceed in this highly sensitive location when such developments can 
and should be sited in more appropriate locations as both Council and SARA have advised. 
 
We call on the Minister to: 

Refuse both applications 
Respect the expertise of Council and SARA 
Protect Pumicestone Passage, its catchment, and its wildlife. 

 

Minister’s Reply: Re Coochin Creek Development 
Narelle McCarthy  
Advocacy and Engagement Manager, Sunshine Coast Environment Council  
PO Box 269, Nambour Qld 4560  
narelle.mccarthy@scec.org.au 
3 August 2026  
 
Dear Ms McCarthy,   
Thank you for your correspondence of 9 June 2026 to the Minister for the Environment and Water, Senator the 
Hon Murray Watt, and your further correspondence to me on 29 July 2026, concerning the proposed tourist park 
and music festival site at Coochin Creek, Queensland.  
 
Minister Watt has asked me to thank you for your correspondence and to reply on his behalf.  I appreciate the 
time taken to compile such a detailed submission on behalf of the coalition of community groups. I am also aware 
of your previous correspondence of 16 June 2025, 15 December 2025, and 19 January 2026 on this matter.  
 
I note your concern regarding the potential environmental impacts of these developments in relation to the 
Moreton Bay Ramsar site and to listed migratory and threatened species. As noted in previous correspondence, 
under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) it is the responsibility of 
the person proposing to take an action that is likely to significantly impact matters of national environmental 
significance (MNES) to refer their proposal for assessment and approval. Failure to do so can attract serious 
penalties.  
 
In your letter you requested the Minister consider all statutory powers relevant to this development. The National 
Environmental Protection Agency (the agency) has liaised with the person proposing these actions to ensure that 
they are aware of their obligations under the EPBC Act. At this stage, we understand that a referral is not intended 
to be referred to the Minister. The agency is not satisfied that the proposals are likely to significantly impact MNES 
and is not intending to take any further steps on this matter at this time.  
 
Should a referral be submitted, it will be made available for public comment at 
epbcpublicportal.environment.gov.au/open-for-comments/. 
 
Yours sincerely,  
Declan O’Connor-Cox, Branch Head, Environment Assessments Queensland Branch, nationalepa.gov.au   
John Gorton Building - King Edward Terrace, Parkes ACT 2600 Australia  
GPO Box 3090 Canberra ACT 2601 ABN: 28 692 388 950   

mailto:narelle.mccarthy@scec.org.au
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Nordic Shorebirds 
by Arthur & Sheryl Keates 
 
A long-held desire to see migratory shorebirds on their breeding grounds was realised by taking part in commercial 
bird watching tours of Finland and Arctic Norway followed by Iceland in mid-May to mid-June. While the Nordic 
countries are situated in the East Atlantic Flyway, some of the shorebird species are the same as in our Flyway 
(Black-tailed Godwit, Bar-tailed Godwit and Red Knot are different subspecies). 
 
Even though overall terrestrial diversity is low in the Arctic (60 to 70 breeding bird species), total population 
numbers are staggering featuring millions of breeding shorebirds, seabirds and waterbirds. Apart from seeing the 
birds in full breeding plumage, we were regularly enthralled by the aerial displays performed by several species. 
 
The Nordic adventure started at Oulu, Finland, situated on Bothnia Bay about 600 km north of Helsinki and 200 
km south of the Arctic Circle. Staying at a hotel adjoining the bay’s important wetlands of Liminganlahti, several 
shorebird species were literally at the doorstep. To establish territories and attract mates, male Eurasian Whimbrel 
were performing vocal display flights, rapidly flapping and hovering before dropping to the ground.  
 
Further north above the Arctic Circle, a Broad-billed Sandpiper’s aerial display and vocals above a taiga bog was 
probably one of the most impressive witnessed.  Flying in large, undulating circles at an altitude of about 30m - 
50m, frequently hovering, the bird produced what is described as its signature element, a rhythmic and continuous 
buzzing trill before dropping to the ground and disappearing in the short vegetation. Meanwhile at the same taiga 
bog, a few male Ruff were observed lekking. 
 
The tour took us further north to the Båtsfjord highlands, the vast, windswept tundra crossing the Varanger 
Peninsula in Finnmark, northern Norway. It was on this remote Arctic plateau above the tree line that seeing a 
female Bar-tailed Godwit feeding in the snowscape emphasised the critical timing of birds’ arrival on the breeding 
grounds (see photo). Other early arriving shorebird species in the same area included Eurasian Golden Plover, 
Eurasian Whimbrel, Common Snipe, Wood Sandpiper and Red-necked Phalarope. 
 
The Varanger Peninsula is a crucial spring staging area for Red Knot (subspecies islandica) to feed and refuel 
before migrating further north to breed in north Greenland and north-east Canada. On our last full day in the area, 
we were fortunate to see about 120 birds feverishly feeding near the mouth of the Mesk River that flows directly 
into the inner part of the Varanger Fjord. 
 
After a successful fortnight in Finland and Norway, we headed to Iceland where we encountered spectacular 
scenery: fjords, geysers, glaciers, waterfalls, rugged mountains, volcanoes, lava flows and wildflowers.  
 
Exploring the diversity of habitats, we viewed 12 species of shorebird, including the most numerous shorebird in 
Iceland, the Eurasian Golden Plover. An estimated population of 400,000 pairs, over half of the world population, 
breeds on the island. In Iceland, the species has long been regarded as the harbinger of spring. As an aside, the 
Golden Plover, is the only bird species featured on current Icelandic currency, appearing on the 10,000 krónur 
note.  
 
An estimated 270,000 Red Knot spend 3 to 4 weeks in Iceland on their migration to the breeding grounds. 
However, the birds had already passed through Iceland before our visit. 
 
We will long remember our stay at the Hotel Raudaskrida in the countryside south of the harbour town of Husavik 
in north-east Iceland. Here we merely walked out the door of our accommodation to watch in awe the aerial 
displays of Black-tailed Godwit (subspecies islandica) and Common Snipe.  
 
On a short early morning walk from our hotel in the fishing town of Breiðdalsvík in the eastern fjords, it was 
surprising to see a pair of Eurasian Whimbrel nesting in low vegetation near a playground in a built-up area. When 
the sitting bird stood up to ward off an approaching Common Snipe, 4 eggs were revealed briefly. 
 
At the end of the trip, we saw 22 shorebird species. The highlight was Eurasian Dotterel, a migratory species, 
breeding on mountain plateaus in Northern Europe and Siberia and migrating south to semi-desert regions of 
North Africa and the Middle East in the winter. In addition to shorebirds, we marveled at the sight of tens of 
thousands of marine birds including: Atlantic Puffin, Black Guillemot, Razorbill, Common Murre, Arctic Tern and 
Northern Gannet.  Adding to the list, we observed 26 species of ducks and geese and 8 species of gulls. 
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Bar-tailed Godwit feeding in the snowscape on the Båtsfjord highlands 
 

 

Port of Brisbane Channel Enhancement Project Update 
 
August 2026 
Work is progressing on studies for Port of Brisbane’s Channel Enhancement Project’s Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS). 
 
The Channel Enhancement Project (CEP) team will be holding drop-in information sessions at the following 
locations during September and October 2026. 

• Bribie Island 

• Redcliffe 

• Caloundra 

• Redlands 
 
Members of the community are invited to meet members of the Project Team to discuss and learn more about 
the Project and the EIS process. 
 
You can register to attend any of these sessions here. 
 
The Port of Brisbane will also be supporting the Bayside Spring Festival at George Clayton Park, Manly in 
September. 
 
The draft EIS is expected to be lodged with the Office of the Coordinator General (OCG) for review in mid-2027.  
The draft EIS prepared for the Project must adequately address the Terms of Reference (TOR).   Once deemed 
adequate, the draft EIS will be released for public comment.   A final EIS will be prepared by PBPL following the 
public notification process and presented to the State and Commonwealth Government for a decision.  

https://b9ae67367f3ff011be52002248942dcc.101.au.prod.marketingusercontent.com/api/orgs/b9ae6736-7f3f-f011-be52-002248942dcc/r/y-L2i5aQOkCXbwQeHSMCAAMAAAA?msdynmkt_target=%7B%22TargetUrl%22%3A%22https%253A%252F%252Fwww.portbris.com.au%252Fchannel-enhancement-project%2523msdynmkt_trackingcontext%253Dd88949a5-65bb-49e0-bc07-cac438f80100%22%2C%22RedirectOptions%22%3A%7B%220%22%3Anull%7D%7D&msdynmkt_digest=9zphJ9xUxmpL3Q3WiVgf1uRFJPrslxbjKgbMnELmxUA%3D&msdynmkt_secretVersion=6d23f24cdfa04f32aeb95f73474cb587
https://b9ae67367f3ff011be52002248942dcc.101.au.prod.marketingusercontent.com/api/orgs/b9ae6736-7f3f-f011-be52-002248942dcc/r/y-L2i5aQOkCXbwQeHSMCAAQAAAA?msdynmkt_target=%7B%22TargetUrl%22%3A%22https%253A%252F%252Fwww.portbris.com.au%252Fweb%252Fforms%252Fshared%252F-%252Fform%252F1607959%22%2C%22RedirectOptions%22%3A%7B%221%22%3Anull%7D%7D&msdynmkt_digest=HUZkNyfEbosTSMypmzwxXdQjlX7zd5mnzys98mJH%2BLM%3D&msdynmkt_secretVersion=6d23f24cdfa04f32aeb95f73474cb587
https://b9ae67367f3ff011be52002248942dcc.101.au.prod.marketingusercontent.com/api/orgs/b9ae6736-7f3f-f011-be52-002248942dcc/r/y-L2i5aQOkCXbwQeHSMCAAUAAAA?msdynmkt_target=%7B%22TargetUrl%22%3A%22https%253A%252F%252Fwww.coordinatorgeneral.qld.gov.au%252Fprojects%252Ffind-a-project%252Fcurrent-coordinated-projects%252Fport-of-brisbane-channel-enhancement-project%2523msdynmkt_trackingcontext%253Dd88949a5-65bb-49e0-bc07-cac438f80100%22%2C%22RedirectOptions%22%3A%7B%225%22%3Anull%2C%220%22%3Anull%7D%7D&msdynmkt_digest=WShYpxHGA9XITn6V7WCQaZQycoYFHlbrLyHbQAXwVpY%3D&msdynmkt_secretVersion=6d23f24cdfa04f32aeb95f73474cb587
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Supporting the Port's Future   
In accordance with the TOR, a range of studies are being completed to support the EIS for the Port’s future 
Channel Enhancement Project.  These studies look at areas such as the channel design to accommodate larger 
ships, dredging requirements, marine environmental investigations, social and cultural heritage studies, and 
opportunities to reuse dredged material. 
 
The studies will help build a clear picture of current conditions and future needs. 
 
WSP is one of the consultant firms supporting the EIS by characterising the physical and chemical 
characteristics of the sediments that need to be dredged and assessing how much dredging may be required to 
achieve the channel design and maritime safety outcomes sought by the Project.  This includes identification of 
any contamination or acid sulphate material that may be present in the dredge material that may need to be 
managed, as well as exploring ways to beneficially re-use the dredged material (as opposed to disposal).  
 
These studies are an important part of the EIS process.  They provide the information needed to understand 
how the CEP could affect the environment and help identify ways to avoid or reduce impacts.  The findings will 
support better planning and decision-making, ensuring future growth at the Port can be managed responsibly. 
 
Through the EIS process, the Port is building a strong evidence base to support sustainable development, 
improve environmental outcomes where possible, and ensure the Port can continue to meet future trade and 
shipping needs. 
 

H5N1 Avian Influenza (bird flu) 
From the Federal Government 
National talking points – 13 August 2026  APPROVED 
 

Key messages 
• Australia has confirmed detections of H5 high pathogenicity avian influenza (H5 bird flu) in wild birds in 

South Australia (SA), Western Australia (WA), Victoria (VIC), New South Wales (NSW) and Queensland 
(QLD). 

• Tasmania (TAS) has its first suspect positive in a wild brown skua on the north-west coast. 

• As H5 bird flu becomes more widespread across Australia, testing and reporting every individual affected 
bird may not always be the best way to understand the overall situation. The focus will be on investigations 
and key events to provide a clearer picture of where H5 bird flu is occurring, which species are affected, 
and how the situation is changing over time. For the latest national information visit www.birdflu.gov.au 

• There has been evidence of local transmission between wild birds in VIC and SA and a mass mortality 
event in wild birds in SA. 

• In line with overseas experience, local transmission and mass mortality events in wild birds are not 
unexpected. 

• H5 bird flu is expected to remain an ongoing wildlife disease that will require continued monitoring and 
management, rather than a short-term event that can be eradicated from wild birds. 

• Detections remain limited to wild birds and there are no detections in poultry or our agricultural system.  

• The current risk of bird flu to people in Australia is low. 
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• Human infections of this H5 bird flu strain are rare. There has been no human case of this strain reported 

in Australia. 

•  

• Nationally agreed arrangements have been activated to support ongoing management and response 
efforts focused on minimising impacts on wildlife, animal and human health, communities and agricultural 
industries.  

• Australia is taking a national approach to the use of vaccinations to protect some of our most vulnerable 
native birds from H5 bird flu.  

• Vaccination is a complementary tool that may help reduce severe disease and mortality in selected 
captive or managed native bird populations 

• Avoid. Record. Report to 1800 675 888.  

• Find out more about bird flu at birdflu.gov.au  
 

What we know 
• Australia has confirmed detections of H5 bird flu, all in wild birds in SA, WA, VIC, NSW, and QLD. For the 

latest national information visit www.birdflu.gov.au   

• Tasmania (TAS) has its first suspect positive in a wild brown skua from Burgess Cove in Rocky Cape 
National Park on the north-west coast, with confirmatory testing underway at CSIRO’s Australian Centre 
for Disease Preparedness (ACDP).  TAS will be expanding planned surveillance in and around the 
detection area, including King and Flinders Island. 

• VIC has introduced a temporary poultry housing requirement in higher-risk areas following further 
detections of H5 bird flu in wild birds that will initially apply for 14 days. More information. 

• All detections to date have been in wild birds - skuas, giant petrels, greater crested terns, silver gulls 
(more commonly known as seagulls), pacific gulls, magpie, cormorant and fluttering shearwater. 

• On 4 August 2026, a mass mortality event on the southeast coast of SA was confirmed following an 
investigation into more than 80 sick or dead wild birds at Baudin Rocks. 

• While any mortalities caused by H5 bird flu in our native species are concerning, it is not unexpected and 
we will continue to monitor the situation and impacts to species. 

• Should the disease continue to spread across Australia, it will not be possible to avoid significant losses 
of susceptible wildlife in the natural environment. We must be prepared for a similar scale of impacts on 
our native species as seen abroad. 

• The National Management Agreement for H5 bird flu (H5 NMA) has been enacted to coordinate response 
efforts and reduce risks to human and animal health and the environment, including already threatened 
species. This is based on the decision that it is not possible to eradicate H5 bird flu in wildlife. 

• Further evidence is needed to determine whether H5 bird flu is established in wildlife across Australia. A 
national surveillance plan is in place to find and track ongoing detections.  

• The detections in wild birds does not change Australia’s status as free from high pathogenicity avian 
influenza (HPAI) in poultry in accordance with World Organisation for Animal Health (WOAH) international 
standards. 

• The commercial poultry industry is maintaining strong biosecurity protocols and there are currently no 
impacts on production. 

• Food Standards Australia New Zealand has assured consumers that poultry and eggs are safe to eat and 
advised that people should always follow good hygiene practices when handling and preparing food. 

• Human infection with H5 bird flu is rare as it does not spread easily from animals to people, but severe 
illness can occur.  

• There is currently no evidence of human-to-human transmission of this strain and no human case reported 
in Australia. 

• While severe illness and deaths have been reported in humans internationally, most recent cases have 
been mild. 

 

What we’re doing 
• The National Management Group (NMG), Australia’s national biosecurity decision-making forum, has 

enacted the H5 NMA – providing an agreed framework for cost-sharing response activities.  

• This is based on the Consultative Committee on Emergency Animal Diseases (CCEAD) advice that H5 
bird flu is not feasible to eradicate in wildlife.  

• Governments and other partners will work together under the H5 NMA with response activities to include 
continued surveillance, investigation, technical assessment emergency conservation action where 
needed, and engagement with wildlife, animal health, environment, public health and industry partners. 

• Governments are working closely with the poultry industry to strengthen biosecurity and prevent 
outbreaks.   

• State and territory biosecurity agencies will continue to lead the on-ground response.  

• National coordination is being led by the Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry (DAFF).  
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• Efforts are underway across the country to reduce the impacts of H5 bird flu on native species. This 
includes boosting biosecurity at wildlife facilities, on-ground projects tackling other threats, and site and 
species preparedness and response plans. 

• Vaccinations for native birds, with an initial focus on priority captive species that are contributing to 
species recovery, are to commence in some states and territories shortly. These will be identified based 
both on vulnerability to H5 bird flu and the potential conservation impact. 

• The approach is not intended for broadscale vaccination of free-ranging wild birds, which is not considered 
appropriate or practical. The vaccine requires two injected doses, 3 to 4 weeks apart and for birds to 
undertake a required observation period following vaccination.  

• CCEAD continues to meet regularly to discuss the detections, response activities and precautionary 
measures in line with the current situation and evidence.  

• This technical committee involves all jurisdictional Chief Veterinary Officers, ACDP, poultry and egg 
industry representatives, as well as representatives from Wildlife Health Australia (WHA), Animal Health 
Australia (AHA), the Australian Centre for Disease Control (CDC) and the Department of Climate Change, 
Energy, the Environment and Water (DCCEEW).  

• These meetings are being convened under the Emergency Animal Disease Response Agreement. 
o CCEAD has established a Wildlife Expert Advisory Group (WEAG), comprising national and 

internationally-recognised experts in avian influenza, wildlife health, epidemiology and bird 
ecology to provide advice on H5 bird flu risks, surveillance and policy. 

o CCEAD approved a national surveillance strategy for H5 bird flu in wildlife. 
o CCEAD endorsed a framework on national poultry biosecurity measures which took effect from 

31 July. Under this framework, state and territory governments are responsible for issuing advice 
on biosecurity measures using a risk-based approach. 

• DAFF and the Australian Competition and Consumer Commission (ACCC) are meeting regularly.  
o The ACCC confirmed it will not take enforcement action against free-range poultry producers that 

are following state veterinary authority housing orders or the current voluntary recommendations.  

• DAFF is holding regular industry briefings to keep industry up to date and is liaising with key organisations 
in the poultry supply chain about concerns. 

• The Australian Government is notifying WOAH weekly about detections of H5 bird flu in wild birds in 
accordance with international obligations.  

• The Australian Government has measures in place to provide necessary assurances to trading partners. 

• The CDC regularly reassesses the risk of H5 bird flu to people in Australia.  

• The CDC continues to monitor the global and national situation closely and has surveillance, laboratory, 
and public health response arrangements in place to rapidly detect and respond to any changes in the 
risk to human health. 

• The Australian Government has committed more than $113 million to strengthen surveillance, 
preparedness and response capability for H5 bird flu. 

• A dedicated Australian Government taskforce was established in 2024 to strengthen preparedness, jointly 
led by DAFF, DCCEEW, the CDC on behalf of the Department of Health, Disability and Ageing (DHDA) 
and the National Emergency Management Agency (NEMA).  

• To assist private veterinarians to manage the risk of H5 bird flu at their premises, the Animal Health 
Committee (AHC) has released National H5 HPAI Guidelines for Veterinarians.  

• The Communicable Diseases Network Australia provides national guidelines for employers to protect 
people who work with birds and wildlife from bird flu.  

• Australian governments are engaging with First Nations people and community leaders. Culturally and 
economically important species could be impacted. 

• Government and industry are jointly reviewing the implications of, and subsequent policy for vaccination 
of targeted poultry. 

 

What you can do  
• If you see sick or dead birds or other animals, do not touch them.  

• Avoid contact. Record what you see. Report multiple sick or dead birds or other animals to the Emergency 
Animal Disease Hotline on 1800 675 888 from anywhere in Australia.  

• Reports to the EAD hotline of dead or sick birds are carefully assessed according to risk of H5 bird flu.  
This may lead to a site visit and sampling.  Not all reports will require testing or collection of birds. 

• Practice good hand hygiene by washing your hands and utensils after handling animals, eggs or raw 
meat.  

• Keep pets away from wildlife, including preventing cats from roaming and keeping dogs on leads in wildlife 
areas. 

• When going to and from national parks, reserves or farms, clean your footwear, clothing and vehicle to 
help prevent spreading diseases between places. 

• Poultry producers are reminded that on-farm biosecurity practices are crucial to protect the health of their 

flocks.  
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• If you own, care for, or work with birds or chickens, you should: 
o prevent wild birds from mingling with your birds, and accessing their feed and water  
o keep pens, aviaries, feeders and equipment clean  
o wash hands thoroughly with soap before and after handling birds  
o monitor birds for signs of disease or sudden deaths. 

• Getting an annual flu vaccination is recommended by the CDC for all people older than 6 months. The 
seasonal flu vaccine won’t protect against bird flu but minimises the risk that people become unwell with 
both seasonal and bird flu viruses at the same time.  For more human health information including 
symptoms of H5 bird flu visit Australian Centre for Disease Control.  

 

Find out more  
• Information and resources about H5 bird flu are available at birdflu.gov.au.  

 

Social media:  
• DAFF Instagram and Facebook 

• Biosecurity Instagram and Facebook 

• Linkedin 
 

Media enquiries  
• For media enquiries related to national coordination and agriculture, please email media@aff.gov.au, 

phone (02) 6272 3232.  

• For media enquiries related to preparedness measures for biodiversity (i.e. threat mitigation), at-risk 
native species and threatened species, please email mediateam@dcceew.gov.au, phone (02) 5162 3590.  

• For media enquiries related to the human health aspects of H5 bird flu, please email media@cdc.gov.au, 
phone 0411 800 298. 

• For state/territory media enquires related to H5 bird flu: 
o WA: email media@dpird.wa.gov.au, phone (08) 9368 3937.   
o SA: email pirsa.media@sa.gov.au  
o NSW: email pi.media@dpird.nsw.gov.au  
o QLD: email media@dpi.qld.gov.au 
o VIC: email sboc.media@agriculture.vic.gov.au  
o TAS: email NRETasMedia@nre.tas.gov.au  

 

Avian Flu Recording with iNaturalist 
 

Thanks to Prof. Marcel Klaassen for setting up an iNaturalist project to record sick and dead WILDLIFE (any 

wildlife or pest species) possibly relating to avian flu.  

 

Now some government jurisdictions have or will shortly stop testing all bird species: neurological signs in 

sick/moribund animals are most indicative. I know, you’ll find birds that are mostly dead.  But still, it is good to 

remember.  These signs include: 

 

Panting or gasping - and or looking ruffled 
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Odd behaviour - staring at ground 

 

 
And other more disturbing symptoms. 

 

Instructions for your phone: 
Download the iNaturalist app from the App Store or Google Play Store. 

When you open the app, you will immediately be presented with an invitation to join the Australian iNaturalist 

network. Click OK to join. 

  

Next, you will be presented with information on how to use the app. Swipe through the screens to learn what you 

can do with iNaturalist. 

  

Next, create an account. You may be prompted with the question, “New to iNaturalist?”, or you may need to go to 

your account/profile via the menu button. In either case, sign up now. 

  

Next, sign up for the Wildlife Mortality Australia project by going to the menu, selecting Projects, searching 

for Wildlife Mortality Australia, and joining the project. 

  

You are now ready to enter observations. Depending on your phone and app version, click the Observe, Make 

an Observation, or + button at the bottom of the screen to reveal the recording options. Make an observation 

using the camera to ensure that your specimen can later be confirmed by the iNaturalist community. Enter the 

suggested animal species name under What did you see? and specify the number of casualties and any 

additional details under Notes. 

  

For each species involved, make a separate observation. 

  

You can also use a computer or tablet to navigate to Wildlife Mortality Australia on iNaturalist, create an iNaturalist 

account if you do not already have one, and start participating. 

  

Please record any observations you feel useful of AFFECTED ANIMALS - we can sort them later if not relevant.  
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Some Links you might find useful 
Avian influenza (bird flu) | Business Queensland 
Bird flu (avian influenza) - DAFF 
H5 bird flu 
Work with bird and bat droppings | WorkSafe.qld.gov.au 
High Pathogenicity Avian Influenza (HPAI) and Wildlife in Australia 
Avian influenza in humans (bird flu) - qld.gov.au 
Understanding avian influenza in the workplace: Look. Report. Protect. | WorkSafe.qld.gov.au 
 
 

Avian Flu: Standard Practices for Bird Banders 
 

As we prepare for a possible incursion of highly pathogenic avian influenza (HPAI) H5N1 into Queensland, the 

QBRBG committee have been reviewing our standard practices to ensure we are meeting our biosecurity 

requirements. This email summarises the latest recommended changes we need to make when banding to 

ensure we minimize our risk to both birds and our volunteers. Broader health and safety messaging has been 

passed onto all members in a separate email. 

High-risk and highly susceptible species  

All bird species are believed to be susceptible to HPAI H5N1, however species from certain taxonomic groups 

are higher risk due to their physiology, behaviour or ecology (summarized data from AviFluMap provided). 

Banders should be particularly cautious when handling any of the following: 

• Waterfowl (Ducks, geese, swans) 

• Seabirds (terns, gulls, tropicbirds, petrels, etc) 

• Birds of prey (kites, goshawks, eagles, etc) 

• Waders (sandpipers, godwits, curlews, etc) 

If targeting any of the above species, Banders In Charge should ensure that sufficient PPE is available for 

volunteers to use. This includes the following: 

• Disposable nitrile gloves 

• N95 masks 

• Goggles 

• Hand sanitizer (60-90% ethanol concentration) 

• Soap and water 

Species of high-risk groups should not be targeted for banding unless the Bander in Charge has all 

recommended PPE on hand. 

If HPAI is detected in Queensland, projects specifically targeting high-risk or highly susceptible species should 

be suspended and reviewed when the impacts of the virus become clear. 

 

Cross contamination, sanitizing and disinfecting 

Through banding, we potentially expose healthy birds to infection. This may occur through direct or close 

contact between symptomatic/asymptomatic birds and healthy individuals, through contact with contaminated 

equipment (e.g. measuring equipment or bird bags), or through transferring the virus between locations on 

clothing, shoes or in cars. To avoid this, the following measures should be taken for all banding sessions: 

• Use clean bird bags for each bird to minimise the risk of transmitting disease between birds. 

• Weigh birds in bags rather than transferring to weighing tubes. 

• Clothing, footwear, vehicles and equipment (for example, those used for capture, handling, marking, 

holding) should be thoroughly cleaned after use, followed by disinfection.  

• Spray bottles with disinfectant should be at the banding station to allow for periodic cleaning and 

disinfection of equipment during the banding session. 

If HPAI is detected in QLD, or if handling high-risk species, additional banders will also be required to: 

https://www.business.qld.gov.au/industries/farms-fishing-forestry/agriculture/biosecurity/animals/diseases/guide/avian-influenza?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR32GMkwxVk7XiVtYuBAsLQPLx45FG-fOiFrFM6tGB42FDFVnuvEHzxeSp0_aem_bTQWwF973-harg-a74pLjg
https://www.agriculture.gov.au/biosecurity-trade/pests-diseases-weeds/animal/avian-influenza
https://wildlifehealthaustralia.com.au/Resource-Centre/H5-bird-flu
https://www.worksafe.qld.gov.au/safety-and-prevention/hazards/hazardous-exposures/biological-hazards/diseases-from-animals/work-with-bird-and-bat-droppings
https://wildlifehealthaustralia.com.au/Portals/0/ResourceCentre/H5BirdFlu/WHA_HPAI_Risk_mitigation_toolbox.pdf
https://www.qld.gov.au/health/condition/infections-and-parasites/viral-infections/avian-influenza-bird-flu
https://www.worksafe.qld.gov.au/news-and-events/newsletters/esafe-newsletters/esafe-editions/esafe/december-2024/understanding-avian-influenza-in-the-workplace-look-report-protect
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• use a clean or new pair of gloves for each animal (where practical), especially for species which do not 

congregate or live in close proximity to each other 

The following solutions are the recommended disinfectants by Birdlife Australian, Wildlife Health Australia and 

the Biosecurity Queensland. 

• F10 solution (general purpose veterinary disinfectant - preferred) 

• Virkon (board spectrum disinfectant) 

• Methylated spirits (70-100%) 

• Diluted bleach solution (25%) 

• Alternative disinfectants with proven record of efficacy against avian influenza virus 

Banders In Charge should ensure that they have sufficient disinfectant prior to starting their banding session. 
 

Logistics 

Banders In Charge should undertake a reconnaissance at banding locations to check for signs of bird flu (mass 

mortalities, dead or sick high-risk species) prior to setting up equipment. Banders In Charge should also check 

for any changes in the HPAI situation in Queensland. 

Banders In Charge should avoid scheduling sessions over consecutive days where avoidable to reduce the 

likelihood of transmitting the virus between locations. If banding over consecutive days cannot be avoided, 

Banders In Charge should organise their banding schedules to survey low-risk sites first, and high-risk sites last. 

Low-risk sites are sites which do not attract large aggregations of high-risk bird species (e.g. heathlands, 

woodlands, or high-altitude sites). 

Low-risk Medium-risk High-risk 

Heathland sites Riverine sites Wetland sites 

Woodland sites Sites directly adjacent to 

agriculture (e.g. crops which 

attract aggregations of birds) 

Mangrove sites 

Forest sites  Coastal sites 

High-altitude sites   

 
Sensitive sites or sites which have large numbers of vulnerable species (e.g. Border Ranges, Mount Lewis) 
should not be surveyed immediately after high-risk sites have been surveyed unless equipment has been 
thoroughly disinfected. Projects which specifically target threatened species (Eungella honeyeater, black-
breasted button-quail, shorebirds) should not be undertaken immediately after banders have been at a high-risk 
location. 
 

Reporting (See Flowchart below) 

While the chances of detecting HPAI during our regular banding is currently low, there are several steps 

Banders In Charge should follow if this were to occur. Banders In Charge are to take responsibility for the site if 

sick or dead birds are detected and follow the AVOID CONTACT, RECORD, REPORT messaging.  

Banding should cease immediately, and volunteers should muster to the banding station. The Bander In Charge 

must contact the Emergency Animal Disease Hotline (1800 675 888) and follow their instructions. Volunteers 

should pack up the banding site, and disinfect all equipment and footwear before leaving the site. Before leaving 

the site, the Bander In Charge must contact the QBRBG correspondence email and CC in the QBRBG 

president. The secretary will then inform both the permit holder for the site and the QBRBG committee. The 

permit holder will then contact land holder/access provider, and the permit provider – (e.g. Queensland Parks 

and Wildlife Services (QPWS), NSW Parks etc). Please ensure that you keep a copy of the flow chart with your 

banding gear so that you know the process. 

Kind regards 

Jon Coleman 
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Internal reporting in the instance of suspected HPAI detection during banding 

 

  

Cease banding immediately

Call emergency hotline 1800 
675 888 and follow instructions

Pack down site and pack up 
banding station, and follow 

disinfection procedure

Inform QBRBG correspondence 
(CC QBRBG President) before 

leaving the site 

QBRBG correspondance to 
inform permit holder and 

QBRBG committee

Permit holder to inform QPWS 
and land holder/contact 
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Protecting Pak Thale for the Future of the Flyway 
BirdLife18 June 2026 
 

 
Thousands of birds depend on this site, but now it's in danger. Your voice can help. 
 
Against the clear blue backdrop of the Gulf of Thailand, hundreds of birds suddenly take flight.  Their small white 
and grey wings create a pixelated wall that skims the surface of the water.  These shorebirds are all here for the 
same reason: to feed on the plentiful organisms living on the coastal mudflat.  But all of this is now under threat. 
 
Every winter, these shorebirds descend upon the wetlands at Pak Thale Nature Reserve in Southern Thailand, 
having travelled from their summer homes as far north as the Arctic Circle.  This is a vital stopover and wintering 
site on the East Asian-Australasian Flyway, one of the four major land migration routes for birds. 
 
Pak Thale has been such an important part of this route, that in 2019 Thailand BirdLife Partner, Bird 
Conservation Society of Thailand (BCST) purchased 8 hectares of land along the coast to be used as a wildlife 
sanctuary.  It has since hosted some of the rarest birds in Asia, as well as the birdwatchers hoping to see them. 
 
The small size of Pak Thale Nature Reserve allows birdwatchers to have great views of birds like the Critically 
Endangered Spoon-billed Sandpiper, or Endangered Far Eastern Curlew, Great Knot, and Spotted Greenshank.  
It’s possibly the only place in Southeast Asia where birdwatchers can see all of these species easily in one day.  
Ecotourism has since become a valuable income stream for the community.  BCST has even trained the 
community to become guides for the reserve.  On top of this, BCST engaged with local salt farmers to develop 
new profitable and sustainable avenues for them to sell their biodiversity-friendly salt. 
 
So, when news came along of a proposed oil refinery and powerplant mere kilometres from Pak Thale, BCST 
knew that this would be devastating for both the birds and the community. 
 
Such a close oil refinery could pollute both the air and the water, driving away the roughly 270 bird species that 
call it home.  The powerplant could introduce its own hazard as well, as low flying birds may then collide with 
live electrical wires.  And without the birds, there is no longer ecotourism or a market for biodiversity-friendly 
salt. 
 
When migratory birds lose a site like Pak Thale, it’s not as simple as them finding another site to rest.  Moving 
sites takes effort, which requires adequate food and rest.  Sadly, across the flyway we are losing coastal 
wetlands to rapid development, meaning those rest stops are becoming less frequent.  For birds like the Spoon-
billed Sandpiper that has fewer than 500 adults left in the wild, losing a site like Pak Thale would make a 
significant dent in their population. 
 
Help us make sure that this doesn’t happen.  Sign the petition here to share your voice.  Together we can 
ensure that Pak Thale remains a haven for migratory birds. 
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Shorebirds at Pak Thale Nature Reserve. Photo from Ayuwat Jearwattanakanok. 
 
BCST has been working with community members to spread the news about this development. Niyom’s sign 
reads “This affects ecotourism and the bird habitat”. Photo from the Bird Conservation Society of Thailand. 
 
“We cannot guarantee when the final migration of migratory birds will occur, because both humans and birds 
are facing the same fate. Let’s work together to stop the fossil fuel industry.” 
Niyom Thongmeun, Pak Thale Manager for BCST 
 
 

Buff-breasted Sandpiper’s Journey Along the Americas Flyway 
BirdLife - 8 July 2026 
 

 
Header Image: Buff-breasted Sandpiper © Brendan Fogarty. 
 

The role of Key Biodiversity Areas for the Buff-breasted Sandpiper across 
the Americas. 
Birds use flyways – superhighways in the sky – as important migration routes as they travel between breeding 
grounds, feeding areas and seasonal refuges. The Buff-breasted Sandpiper is a remarkable long-distance 
migrant that travels along the Americas Flyway through North American grasslands to winter in the warmth of 
the South American pampas. 
  

https://www.birdlife.org/globalflyways/
https://datazone.birdlife.org/species/factsheet/buff-breasted-sandpiper-calidris-subruficollis
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It has an estimated global population of approximately 550,000 individuals and thrives in ecosystems like dry 
grasslands, prairies, and agricultural fields. Listed as Vulnerable by the IUCN Red List of Threatened Species, 
the Buff-breasted Sandpiper faces various threats like habitat conversion and historical hunting. 
 
Their journey begins in the Arctic tundra, where these birds breed sporadically from central Alaska to Devon 
Island, Canada. Unusual among shorebird species is their lek mating system, where males gather in display 
areas to attract females. Following the breeding season, they make a circular migration through the North 
American Great Plains to their primary wintering grounds in the South American pampas of Argentina, Uruguay, 
and Brazil. On their northbound journey, they cross the Llanos de la Orinoquia (Colombia-Venezuela), a 
seasonally dry savanna region that offers ideal feeding conditions. 
 

Vital stopovers and wintering grounds 
Along the species’ southbound journey, various Key Biodiversity Areas (KBAs), important sites for biodiversity 
worldwide, provide essential “fuelling stations” and refuges for this long-distance traveller. Here are some of 
these key sites: 
West Mamoré River (Bolivia) 

This is the most important KBA for the Buff-breasted Sandpiper in Bolivia: more than 40% of the global 
population uses this site and the surrounding Beni savanna grasslands during southbound migration. 
The species forages primarily in river edge shortgrass maintained by livestock grazing and on short-
grass sandbanks along the Mamoré and Madre de Dios rivers, while avoiding tallgrass savannas and 
forest islands. The Buff-breasted Sandpiper relies exclusively on the Beni Savanna ecosystem during 
southbound migration when the grasslands are dry and suitable; during northbound migration the Beni 
grasslands are inundated and provide little to no foraging habitat. 

Estuário da Laguna dos Patos (Brazil) 
Located at the southernmost edge of the Patos Lagoon, this area, specifically Torotama Island, 
regularly hosts the largest concentration of the species in Brazil. Despite its importance, this site faces 
threats such as urban expansion and flooding. 

Laguna de Rocha (Uruguay) 
A confirmed KBA of global priority, this brackish lagoon forms part of the coastal lagoon system that 
extends along southeastern Brazil and eastern Uruguay. This site is an important wintering ground for 
the Buff-breasted Sandpiper, one of its qualifying species. This site is also a Western Hemisphere 
Shorebird Reserve Network (WHSRN) and Ramsar site. 

Bahía de Samborombón y Punta Rasa (Argentina) 
This KBA is a major stopover and wintering site where large numbers of migratory shorebirds 
concentrate during the austral summer. This site preserves some of the last remaining patches 
of Pampas grassland and has been qualified as a KBA for the presence of the Buff-breasted Sandpiper, 
among other bird species. This site is also a WHSRN and Ramsar site. 

 

Returning to the north 
As the Buff-breasted Sandpiper heads back north, between February and April, other significant sites along the 
Llanos de la Orinoquia serve as final, high-stakes staging grounds: 
Reservas de la Vereda Altagracia (Colombia) 

This KBA supports more than 1% of the global population of the Buff-breasted Sandpiper during its 
spring migration. This species relies on “benches”—the high ground that remains dry during the 
transition into the rainy season. 

Puerto Rico y La Polonia Natural Reserve (Colombia) 
This private reserve protects natural savannas and wetlands. Its traditional livestock management is 
highly consistent with conservation, providing the grazed grassland structure that the Buff-breasted 
Sandpiper require. 
 

Llanos Orinoquía, Colombia © CIAT 
 

Conservation in action for the Buff-breasted Sandpiper 
One of the key focus areas for the Americas Flyways conservation strategy is grasslands. These landscapes 
span across the Americas, including the Pampas of the Southern Cone, the Beni Savanna in Bolivia, the Llanos 
of Colombia and Venezuela, the Chihuahuan Desert in Mexico and the USA, and the Great Plains of the USA 
and Canada. These regions provide vital breeding, migration, and wintering habitats for numerous migratory 
bird species, including the Buff-breasted Sandpiper. 
 
To ensure the ongoing health of these grasslands in the Southern Cone, a regional initiative called Alianza del 
Pastizal (Grasslands Alliance) was established in 2006. This initiative, created by BirdLife International, is 
implemented by our Partners Aves Argentinas, SAVE Brasil, Guyra Paraguay, and Aves Uruguay, all working 
together to conserve these vast landscapes. Bringing together producers, conservationists, researchers, and 
government actors, the Alianza del Pastizal presents grassland-based livestock systems as a conservation tool  

https://www.keybiodiversityareas.org/
https://www.keybiodiversityareas.org/site/factsheet/23873
https://www.keybiodiversityareas.org/site/factsheet/20235
https://www.keybiodiversityareas.org/site/factsheet/20825
https://www.keybiodiversityareas.org/site/factsheet/19355
https://www.keybiodiversityareas.org/site/factsheet/44735
https://www.keybiodiversityareas.org/site/factsheet/100257
https://alianzadelpastizal.birdlife.org/es/
https://alianzadelpastizal.birdlife.org/es/
https://www.birdlife.org/partners/argentina-aves-argentinas/
https://www.birdlife.org/partners/brasil-save-brasil/
https://www.birdlife.org/partners/paraguay-guyra-paraguay/
https://www.birdlife.org/partners/uruguay-aves-uruguay-gupeca/
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to restore the habitat for grassland birds and other key biodiversity. To date, the nature-friendly livestock 
management system established by Alianza del Pastizal now covers over 1 million hectares and involves 
hundreds of landowners in the four countries. 
 

 
 
Another initiative, focused on the Beni Savanna’s conservation, is the Beni Eco-Friendly Ranching Alliance. 
Founded by Asociación Armonía, our Partner in Bolivia, together with the Beni Cattle Ranchers’ Federation, the 
Beni Eco-Friendly Ranching Alliance brings together ranchers committed to producing beef through sustainable 
grazing practices. Working closely with its members, Armonía supports the transition from conventional cattle 
ranching to shorebird-friendly management that maintains high-quality grassland habitat while improving the 
sustainability and productivity of ranching operations. 
 
On the same line, Asociación Armonía established the Barba Azul Nature Reserve in 2008, a 12,200-hectare 
reserve that is now Bolivia’s only Western Hemisphere Shorebird Reserve Network Site of Regional Importance, 
designated because of the large numbers of Buff-breasted Sandpiper that migrate through the area each year. 
To ensure the reserve’s long-term financial sustainability, Armonía manages a herd of approximately 1,200 
cattle. Livestock grazing is a key management tool: carefully managed grazing maintains grass heights between 
4 and 6 cm at river-edge shortgrass sites, creating the optimal foraging habitat for Buff-breasted Sandpipers. 
 
The migration of the Buff-breasted Sandpiper is a story of connection. It shows how a cross-continental voyage 
unites nature and cultures alike. Protecting the KBA networks that connect the continent is key to ensuring the 
persistence of bird species and preserving the rich grassland biomes of the Americas and the people and 
cultures that thrive within them. 
 

 
Buff-breasted Sandpiper © Rick Nirschl. 
  

https://www.birdlife.org/partners/bolivia-asociacion-armonia/
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Stilt is the Journal of the Australasian Wader Studies Group 
 
Stilt is the journal of the Australasian Wader Studies Group (AWSG) and publishes material on all aspects of 
waders (shorebirds) of the East Asian-Australasian Flyway and nearby parts of the Pacific region. Stilt publishes 
research papers, short communications, reports, book reviews, conference abstracts (usually only from the 
Australasian Shorebird Conference), notifications of AWSG committee matters and state-wide wader group 
reports. Research papers and short communications are peer-reviewed. There are no page charges, and the 
journal is open access. 
 
Stilt has adopted a new approach to publishing to refresh the journal. Articles are now published online as soon 
as they have been accepted and edited for publication. This new approach can be viewed on the Stilt website 
(https://awsg.org.au/publications/stilt/), where all articles accepted during 2026 can now be accessed under the 
current volume number 78. This change has done away with the publication delays that have been experienced 
in the recent past. We encourage new submissions of manuscripts from both amateurs and professionals, 
including research papers, short communications and reports on any matter relating to shorebirds from any part 
of the region. Instructions to authors can be viewed on the website. Please send your manuscript by email to the 
editor at stilt@birdlife.org.au. 
 
Dr Penn Lloyd, Editor: The Stilt 
 
 

Count Programme by Linda Cross 
 
Hi everyone,  
Welcome to wader watch for the period early-May to mid-August 2026. Over this period a total of 208 records 
were received with the breakdown of those records shown below.  Our migratory shorebirds, where most of our 
records come from were present at the beginning of this reporting were largely absent during this period hence 
the uplift in the number of overseas sightings. Notably there was a concerted effort in Seocheon, South Korea to 
record leg flags, resulting in many Godwit sightings on passage through this site. 
Green Leg Flag sightings seen in QLD 
A total of only 19 records of green flagged shorebirds were recorded during this period, reflecting that most birds 
were overseas during this period. 
 
Green Leg Flag Sightings seen Overseas 
Bar-tailed Godwit 
ASD – 06/05/2026, Ushimizu Coast, Arao City, Kumamoto, Japan: via Facebook 
FXZ – 06/05/2026, Ushimizu Coast, Arao City, Kumamoto, Japan: via Facebook 
AKY– 06/05/2026, Ushimizu Coast, Arao City, Kumamoto, Japan: via Facebook 
CBU-29/03/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
FFK-29/03/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
FCC-30/03/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
FFV-30/03/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
CPJ-12/04/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
HCH-12/04/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
JCJ-12/04/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
JCT-12/04/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
DVY-12/04/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
AYV-13/04/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
BEA-13/04/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
BHB-13/04/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
CHL-13/04/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
CPJ-13/04/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
CZD-13/04/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
DDZ-13/04/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
BPU-14/04/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
BWP-14/04/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
CHT-14/04/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
CPJ-14/04/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
FJS-14/04/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
JCT-14/04/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
BHB-16/04/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
FDX-16/04/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook  

https://awsg.org.au/publications/stilt/
mailto:stilt@birdlife.org.au
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FLV-16/04/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
JCZ-16/04/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
JLT-16/04/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
BBK-16/04/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
FCF-16/04/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
HKK-16/04/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
JLV-16/04/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
JAH-16/04/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
AUR-18/04/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
CBV-18/04/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
CFU-18/04/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
EY-18/04/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
FCF-18/04/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
JFB-18/04/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
JHF-18/04/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
JPV-18/04/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
FJV-19/04/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
JHF-19/04/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
JJB-19/04/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
JPB-19/04/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
NX-19/04/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
BKH-20/04/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
CAL-20/04/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
CHL-20/04/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
BDS-24/04/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
CBV-24/04/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
CFU-24/04/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
CPU-24/04/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
CZC-24/04/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
CFA-24/04/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
FDK-24/04/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
FFV-24/04/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
FJV-24/04/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
FNM-24/04/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
JCF-24/04/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
JCZ-24/04/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
JHF-24/04/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
JLH-24/04/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
AYW-24/04/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
BKH-24/04/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
FML-24/04/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
BKH-26/04/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
CPJ-26/04/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
FCZ-26/04/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
FHM-26/04/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
FML-26/04/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
HKK-26/04/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
JCT-26/04/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
CDD-27/04/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
CHL-27/04/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
CHT-27/04/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
FCA-27/04/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
FML-27/04/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
HHV-27/04/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
JBP-27/04/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
FCA-28/04/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
JAA-28/04/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
JCT-28/04/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
DDS-30/04/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
FCZ-30/04/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
FDX-30/04/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
JHF-30/04/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
ASM-30/04/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
FDX-30/04/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
FKH-30/04/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook  
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JCT-30/04/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
JHF-30/04/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
BHB-01/05/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
BRP-01/05/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
CFU-01/05/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
CZN-01/05/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
FFA-01/05/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
FFX-01/05/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
JFP-01/05/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
JBP-01/05/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
CHT-02/05/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
CPJ-02/05/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
FDK-02/05/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
FDX-02/05/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
JAA-02/05/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
JCT-02/05/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
CZC-02/05/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
JHF-02/05/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
BHB-03/05/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
BSK-03/05/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
CFU-03/05/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
FCA-03/05/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
HNK-03/05/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
JCZ-03/05/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
JPZ-03/05/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
BKH-04/05/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
BTP-04/05/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
BHB-05/05/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
CBV-05/05/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
CFU-05/05/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
CZD-05/05/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
FJV-05/05/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
FYB-05/05/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
JCF-05/05/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
BSH-05/05/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
CAL-05/05/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
CAV-05/05/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
FDV-05/05/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
FFV-05/05/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
HBJ-05/05/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
JDZ-05/05/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
AZS-07/05/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
BPD-07/05/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
BSH-07/05/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
FCZ-07/05/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
FDK-07/05/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
FDV-07/05/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
FFV-07/05/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
HBJ-07/05/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
HBM-07/05/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
HBZ-07/05/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
JBP-07/05/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
AZS-08/05/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
BHE-08/05/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
CAS-08/05/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
BSH-08/05/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
FCF-08/05/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
FCZ-08/05/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
FDV-08/05/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
FJV-08/05/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
BHE-09/05/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
BKH-09/05/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
CBV-09/05/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
CFU-09/05/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
FDK-09/05/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook  
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FHM-09/05/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
JLT-09/05/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
JPB-09/05/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
CDD-10/05/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
CHT-10/05/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
FKH-10/05/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
JLH-10/05/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
NX-10/05/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
FXK-20/05/2026, Yalu Jiang, China: Bai Qingquan 
JAB-15/05/2026, Aphae Island, South Korea: Andreas Kim 
JAB-18/05/2026, Aphae Island, South Korea: Andreas Kim 
 
Great Knot 

FYN-14/04/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
FYS-11/05/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 

 
Greater Sandplover 

ED-19/07/2026, Hanbao Wetlands, Taiwan: Chung Yu Chiang 
 
Eurasian Whimbrel 

JFX-03/05/2026, Seocheon, Geumgang, South Korea: via Facebook 
 
The following people and organisations contributed the data used in this report with apologies for any 
inadvertent omission.  
 
Rebecca Bennett, Terry Burgess, Chung Yu Chiang, Duc Hoang, Arthur Keates, Andreas Kim, Julie 
McClennan, Bai Qingquan, Brian Russell, Michael Strong, Dez Wells,  
 
Every record received is incredibly valuable so thank you to everyone who contributed their sightings. Please 
remember if your submitting sightings to use our web site and enter your records there as we can process them 
online, they’re easy to enter and far easier to manage through that way. The web site is www.waders.org.au and 
click on the Report a Banded/ Leg Flagged Bird link on the home page. When completing a report only record 
what you see and don’t assume anything in terms of which leg the flag is on, or any other details, we’ll work with 
what you provide.  
 
 

Wader ID Days 
Wader ID day Manly Harbour (restricted area) 
Sunday 1 November 2026  

2.30m high tide at 2:30pm.  Meeting time 2:30pm. 
 
We’ll be there at high tide, hoping to for a good selection of migratory and resident shorebirds.  The sun will be a 
little behind us for good viewing. 
 
This will be a good opportunity to access this site, which is normally closed to the public. However, under our 
access agreement with the State strict conditions apply. Participants will be required to sign a form accepting 
responsibility for their own health and safety, including: 
• wearing protective clothing (e.g. hat, shoes, sunglasses) 
• using sunscreen 
• drinking water to avoid dehydration 
• using insect repellent if necessary 
• tell a group leader about any health issues that may affect taking part in the field trip 
• tell a group leader or another participant if feeling unwell, or concerned about someone else 
• tell a group leader or another participant about any injury suffered (including a slip, trip, fall and snake 
 bite) 
• tell a group leader or another participant about any hazard that may cause injury to someone 
Participants must wear enclosed footwear and have drinking water. The gate will be locked after we enter, and it 
will not be possible for late arrivals to participate. 
 
Meet at the end of Davenport Drive Manly, see link: where to meet. 
ring binoculars, telescopes if you have one, drinking water and insect repellent. There are no public toilets at this 
site.  

http://www.waders.org.au/
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Please arrive on time for our preliminary chat. You’ll need to be a BQ or QWSG member to attend, see link: 
become a member. Hopefully we’ll be able to identify all the birds and answer all your questions. 
 
Contact Gary Kane on 0412 423 023 or garykane1@gmail.com to register, and for more details. Participation will 
be limited to people with confirmed registrations. 
 

Location: Wynnum foreshore, Wynnum. 
Date: Saturday 21 November 2026. 

Time: 2:00pm start.  Grade 2 walk. 
Low tide will be 0.71 metres at 12:45pm. High tide will be 2.05 metres at 6:34pm. 

 
Walk leader:  Gary Kane. 
 
For this activity we will be walking along the foreshore at Wynnum looking for migratory shorebirds feeding on the 
mudflats on a rising tide, then a shared afternoon tea and bird call afterwards.  It must be understood that there 
is no guarantee that the birds will cooperate with this plan, but we should have a pleasant outing regardless. I 
don’t expect we will walk far. I will bring some spare telescopes from the Queensland Wader Study Group.  
 
Will meet on Wynnum Esplanade at the intersection with Penfold Parade. After our sign on meeting, we will amble 
along the walkway beside the Esplanade and should have good views of the shorebirds feeding on the mudflats. 
Afterwards we will have our picnic at the rotunda in George Clayton Park, which is nearby and has public toilets. 
 
The walk should be easy. 
 
Meet on Wynnum Esplanade, Wynnum at the intersection with Penfold Parade. See link: meeting place. 
 
Bring a telescope if you have one. As usual, also bring closed shoes, hat, sunscreen, insect repellent, chair and 
afternoon tea to share. 
 
Contact Gary Kane on 0412 423 023 or garykane1@gmail.com to register, and for more details. Participation will 
be limited to people with confirmed registrations. 
 
 

Location: Thorneside foreshore, Thorneside. 
Date: Wednesday 16 December 2026. 

Time: 9:00am start. Grade 2 walk. 
Low tide will be 0.78 metres at 7:29am. High tide will be 2.14m at 1:57pm. 

 
Walk leader:  Gary Kane. 
 
For this activity we will be walking along the foreshore at Thorneside looking for migratory shorebirds feeding on 
the mudflats on a rising tide, then having a shared morning tea and bird call afterwards. It must be understood 
that there is no guarantee that the birds will cooperate with this plan, but we should have a pleasant outing 
regardless. I don’t expect we will walk far. I will bring some spare telescopes from the Queensland Wader Study 
Group.  
 
We will meet at Beth Boyd Park, where John Street meets Queens Esplanade. After our sign on meeting, we will 
walk down Queens Esplanade and should have good views of the shorebirds feeding on the mudflats. Afterwards 
we will return to Beth Boyd Park which has a covered picnic area and toilet facilities. 
 
The walk should be easy. 
 
Meet at Beth Boyd Park Thorneside, where John Street meets Queens Esplanade. See link: meeting place. 
 
Bring your telescope if you have one. As usual, also bring closed shoes, hat, sunscreen, insect repellent, chair 
and morning tea to share at the bird call at the end of the outing. 
 
Contact Gary Kane on 0412 423 023 or garykane1@gmail.com to register, and for more details. Participation will 
be limited to people with confirmed registrations. 
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Wader ID Days Reports 
 

King Island, Wellington Point Recreation Reserve 
Day Walk - Wednesday 22 July 2026 
 
Eighteen people enjoyed a very pleasant 9:00am walk from Wellington Point to King Island.  The skies were 
overcast, but it was fine except for a little bit of rain at the end.  It was a bit brisk, but the wind was calm.  We saw 
41 species, which included all our targets.  These were the resident Hobby, the Double-banded Plovers from New 
Zealand, and the Nankeen Night-herons in the fig tree above our picnic table.  A special thank-you to Marie for 
spotting the Double-banded Plover.  Other migratory birds sighted were three Eastern Curlew and 10 Bar-tailed 
Godwit.  We also saw the Mangrove Honeyeaters that Judy requested and the Lesser Crested Terns that Gary 
was hoping to find. 
 
Bird List: 41 species:  

Australian Brushturkey, Rock Dove (Feral Pigeon), Crested Pigeon, Pied Stilt, Australian Pied 
Oystercatcher, Masked Lapwing, Double-banded Plover, Eastern Curlew, Bar-tailed Godwit, Silver Gull, 
Australian Tern, Caspian Tern, Lesser Crested Tern, Crested Tern, Little Pied Cormorant, Little-black 
Cormorant, Australian White Ibis, Nankeen Night Heron, Little Egret, White-faced Heron, Little Heron, 
Great Egret, Australian Pelican, Osprey, Brahminy Kite, Whistling Kite, Torresian Kingfisher, Sacred 
Kingfisher, Australian Hobby, Rainbow Lorikeet, Noisy Miner, Blue-faced Honeyeater, Mangrove 
Gerygone, Black-faced Cuckooshrike, Australian Figbird, White-breasted Woodswallow, Grey 
Butcherbird, Pied Butcherbird, Magpie-lark, Welcome Swallow. 

 
For the eBird list, see link: https://ebird.org/checklist/S374910065. 
 

 
First year Eastern Curlew and Bar-tailed Godwits. Photo: Margaret Waller. 

 
 

NEW MEMBERS 
 

We welcome the following new members who have joined recently: 
 

Sarah Bradley,  Andrew Dower,  Bastiaan van Gemert, 
Nina Grimley,  Ashleigh Howard,  Stacey McLean 

Keegan Miskimmin,  Martin Rady,  Dianne Maclean Whiting 
 

A reminder to members, please let the Treasurer know if you change your email address.     If you do, please 
make sure that it does allow delivery and not send downloads to spam. 
 

Many thanks too to those who have included a donation with their renewal or membership fee.  This is greatly 
appreciated as such donations make on-going work possible. 
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Vale Dr David Alan Stewart 
 
It was with tremendous sadness that news of the passing of Dr David Alan Stewart was received on 2 June 2026 
following his long battle with illness. 
 
David, a long-time member of Birds Queensland, made an extremely significant contribution to the society through 
his dedication to the role of Chair of the Birds Queensland Records Appraisal Committee (BQRAC), which he 
commenced in 2004 and maintained until this year.  By assessing the veracity of members’ reported sightings of 
rare, vagrant and unusual bird sightings in this state, the BQRAC helps to ensure the availability of high-quality 
citizen science information for use by government, researchers, conservation organisations and the general 
community.  It also works in close cooperation with the parallel national body, the BirdLife Australia Rarities 
Committee.  As part of his important work, David provided the Birds Queensland Management Committee with 
annual reports of the BQRAC’s sighting assessment activities, maintained a ‘List of Rare Queensland Birds’, and 
kept authorities informed about new species for the state, enabling their databases to be kept up to date. 
 
As a highly experienced bird bander, David was also a member of the Queensland Bird Research and Banding 
Group, a special-interest group within Birds Queensland focused on improving the knowledge of our state’s 
avifauna (terrestrial birds, shorebirds and waterbirds) using bird banding and satellite tracking techniques. 
 
In his professional life, David devoted 29 years to working with the Queensland Government’s environment 
agency (which in its current incarnation is the Department of the Environment, Tourism, Science and Innovation), 
where he strived for the conservation and recovery of Queensland’s most threatened bird species.  He made 
significant contributions to the conservation of species such as the Eastern Bristlebird, Rufous Scrub-bird, Red 
Goshawk, Plains-wanderer, Carpentarian Grasswren, Golden-shouldered Parrot, Capricorn Yellow Chat, Herald 
Petrel, Red-tailed Tropicbird, Black-throated Finch (southern subspecies), Swift Parrot, Regent Honeyeater and 
Wedge-tailed Shearwater.  Right until the end, David continued to play a pivotal role in improving our 
understanding of the breeding biology and movements of the Herald Petrel on Raine Island and the population 
genetics of Australia’s Red-tailed Tropicbird population, yielding results that will underpin future recovery efforts 
for these species.  Also, while on Raine Island, David and Paul Walbridge discovered Australia’s first-ever Phoenix 
Petrel. 
 
As other examples of key contributions during his career, David’s expertise was acknowledged Australia-wide 
through him chairing or being a member of multiple national recovery teams and working groups for individual 
bird species or species groups.  More recently, David was instrumental in the development of Queensland’s risk 
assessment for highly pathogenic avian influenza, and his work has underpinned the government’s state-wide 
preparedness response for this devastating disease. 
 
His skills and experience also supported capacity-building within the conservation community, training 
Queensland Parks and Wildlife Service staff, Traditional Owners and students in bird research and monitoring 
techniques.  His tremendous enthusiasm for, and devotion to, mentoring others will be particularly missed.  
Despite his vast knowledge and the significant contributions made to threatened bird conservation in Queensland, 
David was quiet and unassuming, never seeking publicity or attention.  Nevertheless, through his ‘quiet achiever’ 
approach, he wrote or co-wrote scores of scientific publications and unpublished reports to document his valuable 
research outcomes.  
 
David was a much valued and respected friend and colleague, who made an indelible mark on Queensland’s 
environmental landscape and all those who knew him. He leaves behind an enormous legacy, as well as a 
massive void.  Birds Queensland wishes to extend its deepest condolences and heartfelt thoughts to his partner 
Melinda, and Melinda and David’s families. 
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QWSG Activities Report - June to end August 
Monthly Counts    Port of Brisbane Counts 

13th June    14th June (Cancelled because of bad weather) 
18th July    19th July 
15th August    16th August 
 

Committee Meeting 
 9th July - 7 Members present 
 13th August – 8 Members 
  
Id days and Walks 
Wednesday 22 July 2026 - King Island, Wellington Point Recreation Reserve Day Walk 
 
Meetings 

Moreton Bay City Council shorebird meeting 
 AWSG committee meeting 
 BCC meeting for the exchange visit with Narashino City council in October 2026 

Far Eastern Curlew – Recovery Working Group 
 
 

Other Conservation Activities of Interest 

  

  
 QWSG is a special interest group of the Birds Queensland Inc. whose object is: 
 “To promote the scientific study and conservation of birds by all means possible, with  
 particular reference to the birds of Queensland”. 
 Separate membership is required. 

 Contacts: President,    Andrea Schafer   president@birdsqueensland.org.au  
                 Secretary,    Judy Neilson         secretary@birdsqueensland.org.au  
                 Treasurer,    Sue Foley             treasurer@birdsqueensland.org.au  
Please note that there will be our AGM after this Newsletter goes out so, there might be changes 
to positions. 
 
 

 

Erratum 
 
In Issue 136, in the lead article on the Shorebirds Surveys of the South-east Gulf of Carpentaria, 
the reference to White-winged Tern “some with remnant breeding plumage” should read “most in 
full breeding plumage”. 
 
 
  

mailto:president@birdsqueensland.org.au
mailto:secretary@birdsqueensland.org.au
mailto:treasurer@birdsqueensland.org.au
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Chairperson Note re: AGM and New Committee Members 
 
It is coming up to that time of year for the AGM and leading up to this period the Committee is looking to find out 
who wishes to stay or leave.  As ever we are hoping to get new blood on to the Committee. 
 
I sound as if I am continually repeating myself but, we are finding that we are an ever-aging group and have a 
concern about the future running of our group.  It is not just the Committee that is giving us concern but the 
running of the various events that the group arranges is in jeopardy. 
 
The QWSG will be needing a new Treasurer and Secretary for the next term of the committee. 
 
Please consider joining us either on the committee or as a helper with counts, ID Days, educational talks, write 
articles for the Newsletter or even attend meetings as a QWSG Rep. 
 
It might seem to be a daunting prospect to join a group of people who have been working together for a long 
time.  We would really like to see some new faces with new ideas and experiences.  You are not expected to be 
thrown in at the deep end but can learn on the job. 
 
If you are interested, please contact one of the Committee to see what is involved in being part of the Committee.  
All are welcome. 
 
In anticipation David Edwards, Chairperson QWSG 
 
 
 

Provisional Notice of the QWSG’s AGM for 2026 
 

The 2025 QWSG’s AGM will be held on Sunday 13th Dec 2026, time 9:00am at the Swan 
Lake Parking Area at the Port of Brisbane, on Lucinda Way. 
 

If the weather is bad, we will plan for another time or a Zoom meeting 
 

Please email the chairperson if you are coming along, plus let me know if you require a 
nomination form for a committee position. chairperson@waders.org.au  or  
secretary@waders.org.au 
 
 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
NOMINATION FOR POSITION ON QWSG MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE   
  
Name of Nominee:  .......................................................................................  
  
Position:    .......................................................................................  
  
Name of Proposer:  .......................................................................................  
  
Name of Seconder:  .......................................................................................  
(Note: Nominees, proposers and seconders must have current QWSG membership).   
  
I accept the nomination for the position on the management committee of the Queensland 
Wader Study Group as indicated 
 
Signature………………………………………. 
 
  

mailto:chairperson@waders.org.au
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QWSG CONTACTS 
QUEENSLAND WADER 
The Official Quarterly Publication of Queensland Wader Study Group  
 
Website www.waders.org.au 

Facebook https://www.facebook.com/QueenslandWaderStudyGroup/ 
 

MEMBERS of the MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE of the QWSG  
CHAIRPERSON:  David Edwards  (07) 3262 2017 chairperson@waders.org.au 
TREASURER   Judith Giles  0428 545 801 treasurer@waders.org.au 
SECRETARY:   Gary Kane  0412 423 023 secretary@waders.org.au  
 
QWSG COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

Keyur Bhatti     Jon Coleman  0467 785 682 
Paul Finn  0480 177 792  Pascale Greener  
Peter Harms  0419 753 441  Andy Jensen   
Paul Maxwell     Melissa Whitby   

 
COUNT COORDINATOR: Linda Cross  07 5495 2758 Email  counts@waders.org.au  

LEG FLAG COORDINATOR Jon Coleman  0467 785 682 Email  legflags@waders.org.au  
MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY Andy Jensen    Email membership@waders.org.au 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR: David Edwards  (07) 3262 2017 Email gouldian6@bigpond.com 
EDUCATION OFFICER  Vacant 
SOCIAL MEDIA OFFICER Pascale Greener   Email pascale.greener@gmail.com 
 
BQ PRESIDENT Andrea Schafer  Email president@birdsqueensland.org.au  
Please note that there will be our AGM after this Newsletter goes out so, there might be changes to positions. 
CORRESPONDENCE All correspondence to:  
   The QWSG Secretary, 
    PO Box 3138, 
    SOUTH BRISBANE, 
    QLD 4101. 
 
CHANGE OF PERSONAL DETAILS: Please notify the Membership Secretary as soon as possible of any changes. 
 
SUBSCRIPTIONS Annual subscription rates:  
   Single: $15:00 
   Student/Pensioner: $10:00 
   Family: $25:00  
   A receipt will be forwarded if required. 
Please note our bank is no longer taking cheques. 
 
Forward application to:  
  Membership Secretary or QWSG Treasurer, 
    PO Box 3138, 
    SOUTH BRISBANE, 
    QLD 4101. 
Members are reminded their membership expires on the date shown on the newsletter address label, and the 
membership joining/renewal form is now on the back page.  Note: that your subscription will fall due twelve (12) 
months after date of joining the QWSG or date of renewal, and only one further newsletter will be sent after expiry of 
your subscription.  
 
Copy Deadline for the next issue of Queensland Wader is November 14th, 2026 
Contributions should be addressed to:  
David Edwards, the QWSG Editor, 54 Elliott Street, Clayfield, Qld 4011 
or E-mail to:  gouldian6@bigpond.com 
 
Opinions expressed in Queensland Wader are those of the individual contributors and are not necessarily those of 
the Queensland Waders Study Group, Birds Queensland nor Queensland Ornithology Society Inc. 
 
PRINTED BY: PrintCorp Pty Ltd. 
admin@printcorp.net.au  

http://www.waders.org.au/
mailto:chairperson@waders.org.au
mailto:secretary@waders.org.au
mailto:counts@waders.org.au
mailto:legflags@waders.org.au
mailto:membership@waders.org.au
mailto:president@birdsqueensland.org.au
mailto:gouldian6@bigpond.com
mailto:admin@jrdsons.com.au
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 Count Activities – 2026  
 
 
 
 
 
 

QWSG High Tide – Monthly Count Program 2026 
 
Sat 12 Sep 2.17m at 10:13 
Sat 10 Oct  2.25m at 09:10 
Sat 7 Nov 2.27m at 08:07  
Sat 12 Dec 2.36m at 11:23 

Counters Rockhampton and north – please select a date as close as possible to the count programme Sat day 
with suitable tides to enable you to complete your counts. 
 

QWSG Port of Brisbane – Monthly Count Program 2026 
 
Sun 13 Sep 2.20m at 10:50  Meet 09:30 
Sun 11 Oct 2.30m at 09:46  Meet 08:25 
Sun 8 Nov 2.35m at 08:45  Meet 07:25 
Sun 13 Dec 2.32m at 11:58  Meet 10:40 
Please note meeting times may change at the last minute depending on the number of attendees on the day. 
 
 

MEMBERSHIP/RENEWAL APPLICATION 

A reminder to members: please check to see if your renewal is due and please let the Treasurer know if you 
change your contact details. 
Details may also be entered and/or updated on the QWSG website:  
www.waders.org.au where you may pay your subscription via PayPal 
 
I / We wish to join / renew: (Single: $15; Family: $25; Student/Pensioner: $10) 
Title:….. First name: …………………………. Surname: …………………………………………. 
Address:…………………………………………………………………............. Membership: $…………… 
…………………………………………………………..    Postcode:……….       Donation: $…………… 
            Payment enclosed: $_________  
 
Phone: (Home) ……………………….. (Work) ………………………(Mobile)……………………… 
Email ……………………………………………………………………..……………………………….. 
 
How did you hear about QWSG?.................................................................................................... 
Are you a member of Birds Queensland? ................... 
What activities do you wish to participate in? (Please circle) 
WADER COUNTS, FIELD TRIPS, SCIENTIFIC DATA COLLECTION, SURVEYS, CLERICAL, 
OTHER (specify :………………………………………..……………………………………………….) 
 
You will receive your newsletter (colour version) by E-mail…………………………… 
 
Signature …………………………………………………. Date:……………………………………… 
 
Please email this form to: membership@waders.org.au 
Direct funds transfer to:   OR Please post this form to: QWSG Membership Secretary 

Qld Wader Study Group     PO Box 3138, 
BSB: 313 140 (Bank Australia)     SOUTH BRISBANE, 

 Account number: 08305297    QLD 4101. 

Please note our bank is no longer taking cheques. 
 

 

http://www.waders.org.au/
mailto:membership@waders.org.au

