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by Arthur Keates

Shorebird enthusiasts are all familiar with the common resident shorebird, Pied Stilt, Himantopus
leucocephalus. Here | report on breeding of the species at Manly Harbour shorebird roost.

The Pied Stilt usually nest in colonies of up to 500 nests, occasionally solitarily (Marchant, S., & P.J. Higgins). In
eastern Australia, the breeding season is generally August-December but also late summer, autumn and winter
if conditions are suitable (Halse, S.A. & R.P. Jaensch).

After prolonged dry conditions in south-east Queensland, showers and thunderstorms produced widespread
moderate falls, with locally heavier falls in far south-eastern Queensland and north-eastern New South Wales
during the week ending 21 January. Rainfall totals in excess of 200 mm were recorded and again in the week
ending 11 February thanks to a slow-moving coastal trough.

Prior to the widespread rainfall, counts of Pied Stilt at the Manly Harbour shorebird roost were 190 on 7 January
dropping to 31 on 19 February when | suspected 2 pairs of stilts were nesting on the island being alerted by the
constant yapping, bearing out one of -bhiherd®@l d common na

On regular visits to the site, over the following weeks | observed more and more birds apparently sitting on nests,
reaching 13 on 5 March, when | also observed a pair copulating. Two days later, a further 5 birds were seen sitting
on nests. As it is only a small area, some of the nests on the island were about only 3 m apart.

Pied Stilt performing distraction display near its nest (inset). Photo: A Keates


https://www.facebook.com/QueenslandWaderStudyGroup/
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Approaching the nest of the pair at the southern end, the sitting bird immediately took to the air yapping
incessantly. Alerted by my presence, other nesting birds did likewise until at least 20 agitated and noisy birds
were flying around the roost site. Once | settled in a position to observe and conduct a shorebird count of the site,
the island nesting birds soon returned to the nests while the others, presumably their mates, resumed feeding or
roosting nearby in the shallow water. Because of my proximity to the pair at the southern end, they took longer to
settle down. After landing and performing the classic distraction display while employing a mournful and pleading
call, one of the birds soon returned to the nest.

On 7 March, a pair at the southern end of the island were observed keeping a watchful eye over a chick of not
more than 3-4 days old while it walked among roosting shorebirds pecking at food in the shallow water.

Aggressive Pied Stilt forcing a cohort to duck into the water. Photo: A Keates
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On 9 and 10 March, the king tides combined with rainfall of just over 50 mm, resulted in the flooding of most of
the island roost destroying all of the nests on it. However, the antagonism shown by several agitated birds flying
towards each other yapping, often making contact, indicated some were still nesting. In a concerted attack, 2 birds
flew at and dropped down on an individual in the water forcing it to duck, momentarily submerging its head under
the water before flying off - see sequence of photos from clockwise top left. This behaviour reported in Black Stilt
(Himantopus novaezelandiae) has been appr opr i-and-cerl o(MaiclkeastcSr, & B.E diggasy.

On 14 March, an adult was seen keeping an eye on 3 chicks of no more than 3-4 days old while at least 4 birds
were observed sitting on nests, possibly indicating re-nesting by the pairs on the island. Flying in wide circles
around me in attempt to lure me away were presumably the mates of the nesting birds. Apart from the aerial
performances, the birds on the island regularly walked towards roosting shorebirds, calling and raising their wings
to move them away from their nests.

On regular visits over the following days until movement restrictions were imposed to prevent the spread of the
coronavirus, at least 3 juveniles and as many as 7 downy chicks were observed at the same time. Rather than
yapping while in flight performing the distraction display, the call of the adults with young was mournful and
pleading. It remains to be seen how many of the young will survive to reach adulthood.

Postcript: On 7 May, 134 Pied Stilt were counted at the roost, including 4 juvenitetheiit everprotective
parents nearby.

On 9 May, 148 Pied Stilt were counted at the roost, including 7 juveniles with their ever-protective parents
nearby.

References:

Halse, S.A. & R.P. Jaensch. 1989. Emu 89: 232-49.
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26 April 2020

This Bar-tailed Godwit with a plain orange flag was seen on April 20 2020 on Aphae Island (ROK). The band
number was seen entirely, but unfortunately an image could not be obtained of the last digit. The band number
is 072-80733. This bird was banded on June 24 in 2001 at an age of 1 and was caught again eight month
later in February 2002. This bird is now migrating at an age of twenty and so one of the seniors on the annual
journey.
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Mackay Survey Report i 17t to 20" October 2019

by Linda Cross

The 13t survey of the Mackay region was conducted by the QWSG members and volunteers over the period 17t
to 20" October. The area covered is 200km between Repulse Bay, just south of the Conway Ranges and Ince
Bay south of Sarina.

With a total of 71 sites listed to be surveyed 16 members of the QWSG either flew or drove to Mackay from
Brisbane, Maryborough and Rockhampton, and a further 3 members in the Mackay region also joined us for the
count.

Weather conditions in Mackay prior to the survey were of concern, particularly for the boat teams as strong winds
were being experienced over several days prior to the start. During previous surveys, the wind has been a
significant factor in reducing the number of sites that were covered in the region and once again was looking
problematic for those going out in boats.

Coverage of the southern section of the region on the Friday did not go well and was abandoned before any sites
were surveyed when the strong winds damaged the boat soon after embarking. Thankfully, Steve Fisher (our
skipper in Mackay), managed to repair his vessel so that surveys could be completed on Saturday and Sunday
when the weather improved considerably.

Of the sites to be surveyed, 54 were completed and 3 new sites (Sandringham Bay Conservation Park, Habana
Wharf Lagoon and Mackay Port Caravan Park), were added, bringing the total counts to 57. A dozen of these
sites were wetland sites with predominately waterbird species and few waders. QWSG was unable to get access
to a further 2 wetland sites and land access to sites at Dudgeon Point. However, the boat team on Sunday
attempted to count 3 of the Dudgeon Point sites from the water and were able to get some species counts.

Not being able to cover the southern sites at Ince Bay on Friday due to strong winds, and not having full coverage
of Dudgeon Point sites has resulted in a lower count of waders recorded for the region. If we had been able to
survey all sites, it is quite possible that the total count would include a further 3,000 to 5,000 waders. Apart from
sand plovers at Dudgeon Point site, all species seen were identified and a table listing the results of previous
surveys, with the additional data from this last count is included with this report.

Our accommodation at lllawong Resort once again was beneficial with the location being close to the Airport for
picking up and dropping off the members, and having a wader roost (Shellgrit Creek entrance), out in front of the
resort was an added attraction for some. | personally completed 2 counts prior to the first survey day. It was
quite interesting to see the change of species and numbers over the 3 days of counts (notably sand plovers).
Lesser Sand Plover numbers decreased from 234 to 1 and Greater Sand Plover also decreasing from 166 to 1
within the 3-day period, while Whimbrel numbers increased from 28 to 109.

The total counts from the survey were 14,590 migratory and 850 resident waders. Other birds counted comprised
of waterbirds (3,833), raptors (40), Silver Gull (227) and terns (3,003). Great Knot accounted for nearly 39% of
all migratory wader species.

Wader breeding records reported are as follows:

Red-capped Plover i Seaforth Beach creek mouth (2 young approximately two thirds grown and broken wing
display suggesting further nest/s) i Ball Bay near Seaforth (2 runners and 2 nests with 2 eggs each) i St. Helens
Beach (2 chicks).

Two flagged birds were observed during the survey. Both were at Armstrong south point site:

Bar-tailed Godwit i engraved green flag right tibia (banded in Moreton Bay south-east Queensland).
Great Knot T black flag over white flag right tibia (banded in Chongming Island, China).

Extracts of migratory wader counts are as follows:

Grey Plover: Baker ds Cr enedks ICeraecehk nNoerwt hB e(a7cth) ,( 6Dle)a d r
(46)

Lesser Sand Plover: Bakerds Creek beach north (46¢

Greater Sand Plover: Bakerds Creek beach north (21

Black-t ai | ed Godwi t : 6 @8 Armstrand) douthRarmv(B), Habema Wharf (1)

Whi mbr el : Bakerdéds Creek north bank (194)

Far Eastern Curlew: Shellgrit Creek entrance (90)

Common Greenshank: Mc Ewanés Beach swamp (29)
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Grey-t ai l ed Tattl er: Bakerds Creek beach north (175)

Terek Sandpiper: Dunrock south arm (70)

Ruddy Turnstone: Nell 6s Beach, Sand Bay (43), Dudc

Great Knot: O6Connel |l River mouth (2,000), Deadmar
Bay (975)

Red Knot: Baker 6s )Cr elkreka comeaarcths n@rre enk ,( 1INew Beach (7

Red-necked Stint: Shell grit Creek entrance (460), B
Bay (334)

Sharp-tailed Sandpiper: Lake Barfield, Hay Point (101), Habana Wharf claypan (69).

Other species of interest observed include:
Beach Stone-curlew: Pioneer River mouth southbank (4)
Black-fronted Dotterel: Mackay Port Caravan Park (7)
Comb-crested Jacana: Lake Barfield, Hay Point (25)

Common Ter n: Bakerds Creek beach north (1,472)
Little Ter n:bedlanorth(3603 Cr eek
Lewinbdés Rail: Kinchant Dam Borrow Pits (1)

Please note: Due to lack of space, the species table that appears with this report includes only wader species
and does not include all the years that the surveys were conducted.

QWSG thanks the following landowners for allowing survey teams onto or through their property to conduct the
counts. Their cooperation is very much appreciated:
Joe & Phyllis Abela i owners of Habana Wharf
Ron and Diane Pullen i owners of Tedlands, Koumala
Keith Shegog i manager of Tedlands, Koumala
Vic Welsh i owner of Tedland 2, Koumala
Judy Hallett i owner of property backing onto Lake Barfield, Hay Point
Mr. Ziebarthi car et aker at Judy Hallettbdés property while s

| would particularly like to personally thank Stephanie Wabnik, Mackay Regional Council, who helped us obtain
access to some sites, and who took my numerous calls (day and night), when we struck problems in the field.

QWSG extends a special thank you to Steve Fisher who supplied his vehicle, boat and services during 3 days
of the survey period.

Without the assistance of the people and organisations | have listed in this report, these surveys would not have
been possible. QWSG sincerely thank you all for your continued support. My apologies if | have omitted
anyone.

The participants for this survey are listed below:

QWSG Members: Louis Backstrom, Robert Bush, Deirdre Chrzescijanski, Ken Cowell, Linda Cross, Phil Cross,
Peter Driscoll, David Edwards, Cecile Espigole, Paul Finn, Rob Kernot, Steve Kerr, Will Price,
Peter Rothlisberg, Floss Wainwright and Brad Woodworth.

QWSG Members in Mackay: Marlis Schoeb and Gerry Woodruff.

Reef Catchments (Mackay Whitsunday Isaac) Limited: Emma Maxwell.

Mackay Regional Council: Stefanie Wabnik.

Other Mackay patrticipants: Steve Fisher, Indus Fisher and Robert Zimsek.

Space filler because of formatting problem.

Australian Raven, Little Raven, Little Crow, Forest Raven, Torresian Crow, Carrion Crow,
Jackdaw, Hooded Crow, Common Raven, White-necked Raven, Grey Jay,

Alpine Chough, Clark's Nutcracker, Pinyon Jay, Red-billed Chough, Pied Crow,

New Caledonian Crow, Plush-crested Jay, Piacpiac

Better known as CORVID - 19

Sorry about that!


https://www.rspb.org.uk/birds-and-wildlife/wildlife-guides/bird-a-z/carrion-crow/
https://www.rspb.org.uk/birds-and-wildlife/wildlife-guides/bird-a-z/jackdaw/
https://www.rspb.org.uk/birds-and-wildlife/wildlife-guides/bird-a-z/hooded-crow/
https://www.rspb.org.uk/birds-and-wildlife/wildlife-guides/bird-a-z/raven/
http://www.oiseaux-birds.com/card-grey-jay.html
http://www.oiseaux-birds.com/card-clark-nutcracker.html
http://www.oiseaux-birds.com/card-pinyon-jay.html
http://www.oiseaux-birds.com/card-red-billed-chough.html
http://www.oiseaux-birds.com/card-new-caledonian-crow.html
http://www.oiseaux-birds.com/card-plush-crested-jay.html

MACKAY SURVEYS | Oct Feb | Jan | Nov | Nov | Nov | Nov | Nov | Nov | Oct
SPECIES 2003 2004 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2010 | 2012 | 2014 | 2017 | 2019
BRstesisind Wager - Issue 182 4 1 3 - 3 June, July, duguist 2020 1
Beach Stone-curlew 2 7 10 13 18 7 1 12 10 9
Pied Oystercatcher 223 539 357 312 302 215 221 245 273 212
Sooty Oystercatcher 20 35 51 43 77 18 29 23 28 6
Pied Stilt 8 56 86 101 56 1 214 154 24 191
Masked Lapwing 76 51 68 102 75 57 168 224 330 132
Red-kneed Dotterel 3 - - - - - 21 4 10 4
Pacific Golden Plover 775 39 7 349 677 158 304 448 368 402
Grey Plover 39 175 81 156 159 187 134 447 84 225
Red-capped Plover 419 157 99 366 542 186 345 315 614 244
Double-banded Plover - - - - - 1 - - - -
Lesser Sand Plover 499 1887 2637 | 1980 424 2308 335 1322 | 2368 | 1334
Greater Sand Plover 1462 1078 817 2732 | 1148 701 1318 985 1211 660
Black-fronted Dotterel 19 1 6 5 4 10 35 17 14 12
Comb-crested Jacana 1 1 7 12 29 47 65 59 43 39
Lat hamds Sni - - - - 1 - 8 5 - -
Black-tailed Godwit 116 71 - - - 2 241 17 48 10
Bar-tailed Godwit 1530 2343 2854 | 3324 | 4343 | 3188 | 2673 | 1796 | 2954 | 1448
Little Curlew 1 - - - - - - - 1 -
Whimbrel 1647 975 1002 | 1673 | 1960 | 985 938 1542 | 2507 | 875
Far Eastern Curlew 1235 294 422 533 808 714 789 794 1176 340
Marsh Sandpiper 2 11 13 22 5 2 32 7 1 13
Common Greenshank 148 90 136 189 143 105 49 107 76 61
Wood Sandpiper - - - - 1 - 1 - - -
Grey-tailed Tattler 929 832 358 572 643 449 777 342 489 500
Wandering Tattler - - - - 9 - 3 - 1 -
Terek Sandpiper 172 329 118 369 55 227 44 66 43 108
Common Sandpiper - - - 2 - - - - - -
Ruddy Turnstone 10 38 53 122 102 61 175 51 135 117
Great Knot 1935 6047 4407 | 6701 | 5418 | 6753 | 5132 | 3513 | 6595 | 5801
Red Knot 251 7 8 5 17 44 8 2 36 28
Sanderling - - - 1 - - 2 - 1 -
Red-necked Stint 1676 749 628 3692 | 1976 | 1467 | 1666 | 3348 | 2175 | 1872
Sharp-tailed Sandpiper 1006 68 68 497 261 128 333 590 217 382
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Curlew Sandpiper 191 5 44 221 22 57 59 111 45
Broad-billed Sandpiper - - - - - 1 - - B

Ruff - - - - - - - - 1
Unidentified larger - 1 - - - - - - -

wader

Unidentified medium wader 202 - - - - - - - 6
Unidentified small wader - 35 39 - - - - - -
Unidentified Snipe sp. 1 - - - - - - - -
Unidentified Sand - - - - - - - - - 370
Plover

Unidentified wader 150 - - - - - - - -

Total migratory 13977 15074 | 13692 | 23140 | 18172 | 17538 | 15021 | 15493 | 21228 | 14590
waders

Total resident 774 851 685 957 1103 544 1099 | 1061 | 1350 850
waders

Total waders 14751 15925 | 14377 | 24097 | 19275 | 18082 | 16120 | 16554 | 22578 | 15440
Total migratory 20 18 17 19 20 20 22 19 22

species

Total resident specieg 10 9 9 9 8 9 9 10 10

Total species 30 27 26 28 28 29 31 29 32

Great Sandy Strait Survey 21-23 February 2020

by Linda Cross

The first surveys of the Great Sandy Strait (GSS) region were completed by Peter Driscoll and published in
Driscoll, P.V. (1993). QWSG has continued extensive surveys of the region since February 1995, and in total
(including those completed by Peter), 18 surveys have been undertaken.

Timing for the most recent survey in February this year clashed with the most optimum dates selected for the
count programme, which resulted in having to choose a weekend with a slightly higher tide than would have
been preferred. Thankfully, weather conditions during most of the survey period were favourable with dry and
warm days, but a moderate to strong south-easterly wind on the last day was uncomfortable for those in boats.
Most sites were counted during Friday and Saturday, but a few were done on Sunday when there was some
rain and stronger winds.

No aerial count was conducted during this survey. In total 59 sites were listed for counting by land and boat.
Of the 59 sites, only 49 were surveyed and another site that had not been counted for 15 years was visited,
bringing the total number of counts to 50.

The total counts from the February survey were 20,161 migratory and 809 resident waders. The Bar-tailed
Godwit count was 10,990, representing nearly 55% of the total migratory species counted. The next largest
counts were Whimbrel (1,846) and Red-necked Stint (1,793), followed by Far Eastern Curlew (1,590). Of
these 4 species, 3 (Bar-tailed Godwit, Whimbrel and Far Eastern Curlew), are in internationally significant
numbers. The percentage of the flyway population for these species is Bar-tailed Godwit (3.3%), Whimbrel
(2.8%) and Far Eastern Curlew (4.5%) (Hansen, B.D. et al). Other birds counted during the survey comprised
of waterbirds (1,301), raptors (35), seabirds (2), Silver Gull (135) and terns (1,286) made up of 6 species and,
of those, 641 were Greater Crested Tern.
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A flagged bird was reported from Moon Creek west entrance on Fraser Island during the survey period; a Red-
necked Stint with black flag over yellow flag on the right tibia. The bird was flagged on the Kamchatka
Peninsula in Russia.

No breeding records were reported.

Extracts of higher wader counts from the survey are listed below:
Redcapped Plover: Garnetoés LalgskipRt (186). 1 Hervey Bay (1
Lesser Sand Plover: Cooloola (422), Gablesds Pt. Roc
Greater Sand Plover: O6Reganbdts Creek westside, Her ve
Bar-tailed Godwit: Inskip Pt. (2,800), Moon Pt. Fraser Island (1,570), Maaroom (1,580), Boonooroo
Site 1 (1,447)
Whimbrel: Puthoo Creek, Moon Pt. Fraser Island (315), Toowoora Creek, Stewart Island (244)
Far Eastern Curlew: Mangrove Pt. south claypan, Hervey Bay (386), Moon Pt. Fraser Island (230)
Marsh Sandpiper: Maaroom (34)
Common Greenshank: Tuan (52)
Grey-tailed Tattler: mangroves West Carlo Island, Tin Can Bay (490)
Great Knot: Maaroom (620)
Red Knot: Maaroom (20)
Red-necked Stint: Boonooroo Site 1 (797).

Other species of interest observed include:
4 Beach Stone-curlew i Inskip Pt.
6 Double-banded Ploveri Gar net 6s Lagoon No. 1, Hervey Bay
2 Asian Dowitcher T Inskip Pt.
5 Black-tailed Godwit - Maaroom
1 Brown Noddy - Pelican Banks, Fraser Island
1 Black Noddy i Inskip Pt.

QWSG sincerely thanks Kristy Murray, John Schwarzrock, and Natalie Kastner from Queensland Parks and
Wildlife Service, Department of Environment and Science (DES), for their assistance in organising and
supplying vessels on Friday and Saturday to cover sites on Fraser Island and others within the GSS.

QWSG also sincerely thanks the following people for allowing survey teams onto or through their property to
conduct the counts. Their cooperation is very much appreciated:

Garnet Bengsteni owner of Garnetds LagmweyBay. at River Heads, H
Lindsay & Noela Titmarsh i owners of Tandora on the Mary River, Maryborough.

Jim and Jane Woods i owners of Woojari at Tinnanbar (access to Kauri Creek roost).
Len and Colleen Crossleyi car et akers of Woojari at Teneenanbar during

Please note: Due to lack of space, the species table that appears with this report includes only waders and
does not include all the years that the surveys were conducted.

Special thanks to the counters for their assistance, without them these surveys would not be possible.

The participants are listed below (I apologise for any omissions).
QWSG Members: John Bell, Rhianna Boyle, Donald & Lesley Bradley, Deirdre Chrzescijanski, Ken
Cowell, Peter Driscoll, David Edwards, Cecile Espigole, Micha Jackson, Rob Kernot, John Knight, Amelia
Nielsen, Kelvin Nielsen, Will Price, Peter Rothlisberg, Marilyn Sweetnam, Floss Wainwright, Dez Wells
and Brad Woodworth.
Birdwatchers of Hervey Bay Members: Jane Barnes, Alice Ekin, Frank Ekin, Bill Gauld, Evan Goodall,
Kay Humphrey and Peter Tierney.
Queensland Parks and Wildlife (DES) staff: Troy Broome, Rene Burgess, Natalie Kastner, Noah Poole
and John Schwarzrock.
Other helpers: Coryn Dennett and Peter Mansell.

References:
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D.R. (2016) Revision of the East Asian-Australasian Flyway Population Estimates for 37 Migratory Shorebird
Species. Unpublished report for the Department of the Environment. BirdLife Australia, Melbourne.
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GSS Surveys Species | Jan Oct Jan Dec Oct Feb Jan Feb
2005 2009 2012 2013 2014 2016 2018 2020
Bush Stone-curlew - 2 - - - - - -
Beach Stone-curlew - 4 11 3 6 9 6 9
Pied Oystercatcher 287 103 448 204 147 316 259 282
Sooty Oystercatcher 3 - 9 6 2 11 - 2
Pied Stilt 54 194 255 754 314 178 631 25
Red-necked Avocet - - - 1 - - - -
Masked Lapwing 40 95 71 76 53 80 78 69
Red-kneed Dotterel - 5 - 79 14 - 4 -
Pacific Golden Plover 24 129 239 213 134 196 373 138
Grey Plover 91 142 195 106 234 54 135 12
Red-capped Plover 210 157 491 468 82 308 379 420
Double-banded Plover - - - - - - - 6
Lesser Sand Plover 2345 624 2099 489 824 408 2901 1109
Greater Sand Plover 414 310 1019 33 286 15 808 396
Black-fronted Dotterel 1 3 1 6 2 2 5 1
Comb-crested Jacana 3 8 16 10 - - 7 1
Lat hamds Snipe - - 2 5 2 1 - -
Asian Dowitcher - - - - - 5 - 2
Black-tailed Godwit 43 8 4 10 2 14 5 5
Bar-tailed Godwit 8869 13727 17076 12585 13807 10210 9616 10990
Whimbrel 396 1419 1746 904 1321 831 1196 1846
Far Eastern Curlew 2279 1865 3110 1301 1275 1417 1219 1590
Marsh Sandpiper 50 10 4 51 10 25 58 54
Common Greenshank 186 463 241 189 194 162 191 96
Wood Sandpiper - 1 - - - 2 - -
Grey-tailed Tattler 696 2154 1638 635 1164 1987 1344 640
Wandering Tattler - 5 6 - - 2 6 -
Terek Sandpiper 130 258 658 239 136 631 147 -
Ruddy Turnstone 14 19 25 3 10 34 1 16
Great Knot 2094 2082 1182 1461 889 2569 2218 1270
Red Knot 4 228 201 25 180 56 4 23
Sanderling - - - 10 18 - 24 -
Red-necked Stint 2774 1462 1947 1085 2102 1294 1503 1793
Sharp-tailed Sandpiper 102 318 195 271 179 84 104 24
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Curlew Sandpiper 291 194 177 182 242 100 187 151
Broad-billed Sandpiper - 1 - - - - - -
Australian Pratincole - 2 - - - - - -
Total migratory waders 20805 | 25421 31764 19797 23009 20097 19430 20161
Total resident waders 598 571 1302 1607 620 904 1369 809
Total waders 21403 | 25992 33066 21404 23629 21001 20799 20970
Total migratory species 18 22 20 20 20 22 20 19
Total resident species 7 9 8 10 8 7 8 8
Total species 25 31 30 30 28 29 28 27
Unidentified Small Wader 3 - 820 - - - - -
Unidentified Medium - 25 615 - - - - -
Wader

Total Waders 21406 | 26017 34501 21404 23629 21001 20799 20970
Total roost sites counted 25 51 48 54 48 35 59 50
Aerial count conducted No No Yes No No No No No

OneofAsi ads most i mportant shorebird sanctuaries has | uc
from our Myanmar Partner. Here's how they connected insight with action to help birds on the brink and the
people who live alongside them.

50% of the world's SpoeRilled Sandpipers (Critically Endangered) overwinter here © Yann Muzika
By Ding Li Yong

Twenty years ago, few conservationists knew about the Gulf of Mottama and the secrets hidden within its

complex coastline. Its location in southern Myanmar is, like many parts of the country, rugged and difficult to

access. However, in the early 2010s, everything changed when surveys lead by BANCA (BirdLife in Myanmar)

and international experts from the Spoon-billed Sandpiper Task Force revealed more than 200 Spoon-billed

Sandpipers Calidris pygmaea overwinteringtherei f i fty percent of ThiseakesdheGufdos por
of Mottama the regionds single most important site for
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https://www.banca-env.org/
https://www.saving-spoon-billed-sandpiper.com/
http://datazone.birdlife.org/species/factsheet/spoon-billed-sandpiper-calidris-pygmaea
https://www.birdlife.org/sites/default/files/styles/1600/public/news/spoonbilled_sandpiper_yann_muzika_4_1_1.jpg?itok=U8hwAMS8
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Alongside the affectionately-t i t | ed A Spoonied, the Gulf boasts some

in Southeast Asia, with over 90,000 birds overwintering here annually. These include significant numbers of
imperiled species such as the Eurasian Curlew Numenius arquata and Bar-tailed Godwit Limosa lapponica
(both Near Threatened), and the Great Knot Calidris tenuirostris (Endangered).

Itds no wonder these species want to spend t hereati
diversity. 't sits near the mouths of two of Myanmar 6s
the hills to the north, and the mighty Salween, which spills into the Gulf from the east at the town of
Mawlamyine. On the eastern fringe, near the village of Thein Ngu, are the forested hills of Kelatha. The
coastline between Yangon, Myanmar 6s | ar gest -disturbed,
coastal mudflats and salt marshes in Southeast Asia.

Quenched daily by a tidal bore sweeping up from
dynamic, with mud islands rising and vanishing in as little as a month. At low tide, the vast mudflats protrude
for kilometres out to sea, dotted with thousands of shorebirds including large flocks of curlews, godwits and
more.

Armed with this knowledge, BANCA and their collaborators went straight to work to secure the protection of
this precious landscape. BANCA staff worked closely with local people, who were found to be hunting
shorebirds in substantial numbers, putting the Spoon-billed Sandpiper and other declining species at risk. By
offering seed funding for assets such as livestock, building materials and fishing boats, they empowered local
people to explore alternative livelihoods, weaning them off the need to hunt wild birds. BANCA also worked

of

nter
mo st

t

and

he

closely with the 1|l ocal government and village |l eaders

Conservation Groups of enthusiastic community members.

Sustainable fishing offers local people an alternative income © BANCA

Through dedicated advocacy from Banca and allied NGOs, in 2017 the Myanmar Government declared about
40,000 hectares of in the eastern side of the Gulf of Mottama, a Wetland of International Importance under the
Ramsar convention i thus setting the momentum for more conservation activity in the region.

The establishment of the eastern Gulf as a Ramsar Site was not only a major breakthrough, but also provided
the impetus for the less-surveyed western site of the Gulf to be considered for conservation. After another two
years of consultation with local stakeholders, early this year the Myanmar Government finalised the extension
of the Gulf of Mottama Ramsar Site, quadrupling the area to 161,030 hectares, and extending in into the Bago
and Yangon regions.

The extension of the Gulf of Mottama Ramsar site is a major step forward in wetland conservation in Myanmar
and Southeast Asia as a whole. It protects a vast area of coastline from harmful development, while providing
a framework for stronger conservation action and engagement with local communities. The gulf is now one of
the largest Ramsar sites in Southeast Asia, a region where there are still large gaps in wetland conservation.
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http://datazone.birdlife.org/species/factsheet/eurasian-curlew-numenius-arquata
http://datazone.birdlife.org/species/factsheet/bar-tailed-godwit-limosa-lapponica
http://datazone.birdlife.org/species/factsheet/great-knot-calidris-tenuirostris
https://www.birdlife.org/asia/news/safe-last-spoonies-winter-wonderland-becomes-ramsar-site
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Because the gul fds Wwelsastsurveyectaceassntthe regionatimas boaght ntore time for
conservationists to gain a better understanding of how shorebirds are distributed, and how to engage
townspeople as effectively as possible.

BANCAOGs wor k t o c ebilles&Sandpiper is lalso e&npng dividends for other species, not to
mention wetlands in general. Local fisheries are now better-managed, and other threatened shorebirds benefit

from action to save fiSpoonied, thus pr otgatorywaterpirdoime of
all of Southeast Asia. Most of all, work to conserve the Gulf of Mottama will secure the vital ecosystem services
T such as clean water, climate regulation and flood preventionit hat Myanmar 6s coast al co

rely on for generations to come.

BirdLifel7 Apr 2020
After a momentous victory to protect a National Park fr
came under threat coalilaofdNGGsredaated. a | oc al

Albania has the only Dalmatian Pelican breing site on the Adriatic coast © Taulant Bino By Tilen Basle

Beaches may not be the first thing that comes to mind when picturing Albania, but nonetheless the country
boasts some of the last stretches of pristine Adriatic coastline: kilometres of shore without a tourist resort or
tanning beachgoer in sight. Just occasional fishermen, a cow or two, and a few Little Ringed Plovers
Charadrius dubius running along the shore.

Some sections of Albanian coast are home to a remarkable ensemble of biodiversity that has lived in harmony
with people for many centuries. But whilst rich in nature, Albania is not so rich economically. As the country
develops and aspires for EU membership, can its pristine coasts be protected from the irreversible damage
seen in neighbouring Balkan nations?

One such place is Divjaka-Karavasta National Park, home to more than 260 bird species i 18 of which are

globally threatened i and harbouring huge numbers of migrating and wintering waterbirds each year. A colony

of Dalmatian Pelicans Pelecanus crispus (Near Threatened) also finds its home in the lagoon i the only coastal

breeding site for the species along the Adriatic coast. But recently, this safe haven came under serious attack

as a private investor, Mabetex Group, together with divisions of public authorities, revealed a plan to build a

new Otourist cityo Aardvdstia.nWhilshsustamable devetopmerid and gcatiuasm are

important for Albania,itdoes nét take much to figure out that the Kkin
an important pelican colony in a National Park.
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An aerial view of the pelica‘s breeding island in in Divjaka © Arian Koci

Thankfully, an NGO coalition led by the Albanian Ornithological Society (AOS) quickly raised their concerns
and entered a long and exhausting battle, supported by grants from the Critical Ecosystem Partnership Fund

(CEPF) *. November 2019 brought victory, when Al baniabd
Mabet ex 6s T @minmpodantanhoment for nature conservation and the nongovernmental sector in
Albania. However, celebrationsdidn ét | ast | ong as new threats appeared

Around the same time, the National Agency for Protected Areas and the Ministry of Tourism & Environment
initiated an internal process to revise Alma@amedatics pr ot
be the biggest threat to nature in the whole of the Balkans: with one flick of a pen, coastal protected areas

would be reduced on average by at least 22%. This act would undo more than 15 years of science and
conservation woprkotoenct Aldb aanri eaadsso , says Borut Rubinil,
Bal kans. ifCoast al areas would be hit the most, some f

It was clear that investments from abroad and economic interests were fueling the push to reclaim pristine
nature for the price of wunsustainable devel opment. i F
seemed to be just an excuse to get those investments t

Nature conservationists did not rest on their laurels, but stepped up again, this time forming a coalition of 21

NGOs that reminded the Minister of Tourism and Enviro
existing protected areas. AThe | at e alfprotected ssebsoindeed f t h e
shows an i mprovement: now only a 5% reduction compared

AOS. This is a good first step, and our NGO coalition remains committed to the

Another important Albanian coastal wetland is also under threat. Part of the larger Vjore-Narte Protected Area,

Narta Lagoon is a stunning Key Biodiversity Area (KBA) rich in marine life, including the Mediterranean Monk
Seal(Endangered) , di verse plant species and a k é&ngotagrbptaned.i ngd a
The Albanian government continues to push for the construction of an airport here, despite a failed attempt

last year and coordinated opposition from NGOs.

ATo build an airport in an area with such a | arge pres
Xhemal, Protection and Preservation of Natural Environment in Albania (PPNEA) . AThe stamtof re ec
Vjore-Nart e would also be affected. Itds a clear violati

areas. o0
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https://aos-alb.org/
https://www.cepf.net/
http://www.keybiodiversityareas.org/home
https://ppnea.org/
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Narta Lagoon, another vital wetland, risks being obliterated by an airport © Xherri Xhemal / PPNEA

Letds not forget the hardest hit weltsluchasd®amsar Sites, |IBAsose of

KBAs, Candidate Emerald Sites and potential Natura 2000s i t e s . Alf Al bania truly as|
for accession into the EU, it must | o ofikhe pratectiontoUlcmje i g hb o

Salina was an EU condition to start the negotiation process. Albania should expect the same and start thinking
about developing sustainable tourism in its extraordinarily biodiversity-r i ch pr ot ected areas. 0

Nature conservationists in Al bania won a series of wver
Threats still loom over protected areas in Albania, as there are governmental bodies that have authority over
the Ministry of Tourism and Environment and its decisions i but the NGO response is growing stronger.

BirdLife 20 Feb 2020

Last summer, an oil spill of un kjosbasmigratingisimpielirdstarrived ilBthea z i | ¢
area. Our Partner SAVE Brasil has been campaigning for action and striving to measure the impact on birds -
but more support is urgently needed.
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