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In search of new waders Part 2
 – On to India and Sri Lanka 
Buoyed by our success in seeing most of the new species we wanted to find in Nepal, we arrived in India with high hopes.  There were still five more species on our wish list to see.  The first was Jack Snipe, a small species of snipe that occurs regularly, but not commonly, along the Yamuna River in central Delhi.  So dawn on our first day in India saw us stepping carefully among buffalo and human dung along the edge of one of the overflow swamps beside the river searching for snipe.  The whole area was heavily infested with water hyacinth, adding to the difficulty in seeing cryptic waders like snipe.  The site had been recommended by our transport organizer and keen birder, Mohan, after consultation with the active Delhi birding network.  

We saw a number of the more common waterbirds and waders during the first 30 minutes.  This included two Common Snipe, which had us all excited until we saw their size and noted the white trailing edge to the primary feathers on the wings.  We had reached the edge of a short promontory into the swamp, when Graham detected another snipe in the hyacinth.  He was immediately excited, telling us it was smaller, with a shorter bill and must be a Jack Snipe.  Sandra and I had not seen the bird and when it flushed into some tall reeds, we thought we had lost our chance.  I was also sceptical of the size difference that Graham had noticed, but I politely kept this to myself.  However, my doubts were erased when the bird flew again and landed in the hyacinth.  Here, with careful observation, we had several brief views.  I was finally convinced of the size when it walked past a Green Sandpiper and I saw it was smaller than this species and so must be a Jack Snipe.  Our trip to India had started well!

That afternoon, we drove to the Sultanpur reserve, about 3 hrs south of Delhi.  Here we were after White-tailed Lapwing and hopefully, Indian Courser.  We arrived in the evening and immediately took a short walk in the reserve, picking up Jungle Babblers and a range of ducks on the main wetland.  As the sun was setting, we saw a delicate-looking, long-legged wader walking in a shallow puddle.  It drew our attention, as we realised it was a White-tailed Lapwing.  Ten minutes later, we saw another and were more than happy as we raced towards the exit after closing time.

Up at dawn the next day, we quickly walked the 3 km to the eastern end of the reserve and out through a hole in the fence into the open dry ground beyond where trip reports said Indian Coursers occurred.  We wandered around for an hour or more without success.  Graham felt we should give up, but I walked further out onto the bare open ground around the village common where I spied three birds in the distance.  On getting closer, we could see they were Indian Coursers with their warm brown and white coloured appearance.  These were one of the most spectacularly-coloured waders we saw on the trip, as they stately walked around, stopping occasionally to pick up food, like Mask Lapwings do here. 

From Sultanpur, we drove back to Delhi and took the evening train to Ranthambor, where we were going to spend three days in the semi-desert looking for tigers, Red-wattled Lapwings, Indian Coursers and Chestnut-bellied Sandgrouse.  In the end, despite having three days of enjoyable birding, we saw no tigers, no Lapwings, Coursers or Sandgrouse.
It was only later that we found out that two Chestnut-bellied Sandgrouse arrived at 6:00 pm to drink at the waterhole where we waited each night.  It was just that we left at 5:45 pm to return to our accommodation !
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An adult Indian Courser on the open area outside Sultanpur Nature Reserve.

From Ranthambor, we took the afternoon train to Bharatpur and the famous wetland reserve nearby of the same name.  We had a week in Bharatpur to make sure we caught up with all the wonderful waterbirds and waders that occur in this important 29 km2 reserve.  We had prepared well, with many trip reports and details of where to see the species we wanted to see.  What we could not prepare for was the blanketing fog that kept visibility down to less than 30 m until after 12 midday almost every day.  Being such a popular reserve, with huge numbers of visitors, every Indian you met was a bird expert.  We were shown nesting Eagle-owls, new thrushes, barbets and hornbills.  However, the best information came from a birding guide for our driver’s company, Asian Adventures.  He told us about a site for Sociable Plover, an endangered species with less than 400 still alive in the wild.  The site had four birds, 1% of the entire population.  We could not believe our luck when we found the area the guide had described.  No only were there Sociable Plovers, but also Indian Coursers and Northern Lapwings all feeding within 10 m of each other. As well, outside the reserve, we found another of our wanted list, a pair of Yellow-wattled Lapwings and in a field with two Eurasian Thick-knees for good measure!
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The friendly crew at the roadside eatery opposite the entrance to Bharatpur NP where we bought our lunch each day.

Our next stop after Bharatpur was Corbett NP in the foothills of the Indian Himalayas, where we saw more Great Thick-knees, wild elephants, a large male tiger and a leopard sleeping in a tree.  Birding was quite frustrating as you were restricted to a jeep to protect you from the wildlife.  From Corbett we headed higher into the mountains searching for more of the montane species we missed in Nepal.  However, our efforts were again hampered by snow and we narrowly escaped being trapped in the mountains for several extra days when it snowed heavily in the afternoon of the day we departed.  
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Sociable Plover in its preferred bare open habitat inside Bharatpur NP.

From northern India, we flew to Coimbatore in Kerala state in southern India where we were met by Ashok, our driver for the next 10 days.  We had all our wanted waders under the belt except for Swinhoe’s Snipe for Graham.  This we hoped to see at Periyar NP further south, towards the end of our time in southern India.  First, we went north into the mountains to pick up the southern Indian montane endemics.  This included a hornbill, two Laughing Thrushes, flycatchers, warblers, bulbuls and a pipit.  For me, there was the added bonus of Indian Pitta.  This proved to be easy to see, with the first hopping onto the road while we were stopped to look for other birds.  It stepped out from behind our car, looked at me for 30 sec before flying across the road and away.  We saw about 10 pittas at five different locations in southern India and Sri Lanka, making this one of the easiest of this family to see.

By the time we reached Periyar, our last birding stop in India, we had seen over 500 species for the trip.  This park is a well-known tourist destination and reminded me of Bali in Indonesia with its tourist-orientation.  One of the main features of the park is a large reservoir where boat tours are available to see the wildlife.  We hoped to see the Swinhoe’s Snipe there and had to use our new local connections to book a seat on the popular afternoon cruise.  So, while everyone else was busy scanning the banks for terrestrial wildlife like the large, bison-like Gaur. Sandra, Graham and I were searching the water’s edge for snipe.  We saw four, but the distance and speed of the boat made positive identification impossible as both Swinhoe’s and Pin-tailed Snipe were a possibility.  We needed to get a prolonged look at the birds with a telescope to try and see the width and shape of the supercilium, the length of the bill and how far the legs protrude beyond the tail in flight.  When we arrived back at the dock, we went for a coffee at a shop overlooking a section of the reservoir.  Here, a snipe was foraging quite close and should have been readily identifiable.  Only, Graham identified it as Pin-tailed and I thought it was a Swinhoe’s Snipe.  We saw several more over the next few days and in the end, Sandra and I decided that they were all Swinhoe’s Snipe, a species not even on the park’s list.

By the time we reached Sri Lanka, we had seen all the new waders we were likely to find and so the birding there was focussed on the 24+ endemics.  However, the extensive man-made wetlands at Tissamaharama in southern Sri Lanka had a large concentration of waterbirds, including Pheasant-tailed Jacana and we also picked up the skulking Watercock.  We spent two days there, but failed to see any Pin-tailed Snipe, but did see 12 Great Thick-knee and four Yellow-wattled Lapwing in open short grasslands along the southern coast.  The snipe we saw in this area were too shy and too flighty to get positive IDs.
So, our last chance to see the snipe was in Yala NP where there are lots of small waterholes along the 100s km of tracks in the park.  All travel is in open-sided Landrovers that have restricted views for birders that often want to look up into the vegetation.  Still, the day started well when we saw a Pin-tailed Snipe feeding about 10 m from the vehicle at the first waterhole we saw inside the park.  We continued to see snipe during the day as we stopped at various waterholes.  The highlight for Sandra and I were a very cute Sirkeer Malkoha (funny-looking Coucal) waddling into the undergrowth along one track and several excellent views of the large Malabar Pied Hornbills late in the day.

The next day we headed into the central mountains to spend three days at Nuwara Eliya to search for the montane endemics.  This proved moderately successful, as the weather became quite wet and windy, but we were on the home stretch, so we put our raincoats on and persevered.  Thus, after nine weeks and many curries, we flew home from Colombo more than happy with the 580 species for the trip because we had also seen 11 new species of wader.
Membership response to 5-yr Plan list of activities
David Milton

I thank all the members who took the trouble to respond to the list of potential projects identified in the 5-year planning document included in the last Queensland Wader newsletter. There were 11 responses and I have summarised below the five activities each member identified.  The results are quite informative and show that a large percentage of those that responded had similar views on the highest priority activities of the Queensland Wader Study Group (QWSG).  

Interestingly, the greatest support was for both the current count program and wader cannon netting.  The count program is one of the core activities of QWSG and its obvious that members feel that this activity should continue into the future.  The QWSG have not undertaken any intensive cannon netting for several years.  Overall, the QWSG committee did not rank this activity particularly highly, mainly because of the heavy time commitment required to make it successful.  The QWSG does not have a bander in SEQ licensed to use cannon nets at present.  This is also another factor limiting our ability to undertake this type of activity.  This is why I proposed to start more banding studies by using mist-nets, as there are more members qualified in their use.

The other most highly supported activities were ID days and the annual Wader Course.  Both can be considered core activities and its pleasing to see the level of support.  ID days will continue and we are again holding the annual wader course on Saturday 4 December.  In general, the majority (70%) of the proposed activities received some support from the membership.  This is encouraging and I think, can give the committee some confidence that the membership supports most of the activities the QWSG plans to undertake.

The items that were not supported by any respondent are also illuminating.  Some are probably not seen as relevant to members, such as Japanese visits, Education kits, scientific publications and data agreements.  Others such as consultancies were also rated poorly by committee and will thus be given low priority in the future.

This summary will be discussed at the next management committee meeting and the results will be incorporated with those from the committee to hopefully guide committee in making decisions on the priority activities for QWSG.  Any members who would like to add their priority listings, please contact me either by email: pitta@gil.com.au
or mail their list of five highest priorities to;

David Milton, 336 Prout Rd., Burbank 4156 Qld.

Lastly, members who want to join the management committee, or become more involved in the planning and running of QWSG activities please step forward.  The Annual General Meeting will be held on Sunday 19 December, 2004.  Like many community groups run by volunteers, we are only effective with plenty of support.  I look forward to seeing some new faces of nominees for the QWSG management committee.

List of potential QWSG activities identified by the management committee and the percentage of respondents who rated each in their five highest priority activities.  Numbers in bold represent those five activities that were most supported by the respondents.

	Project/activity
	Support (%)

	1. Count program
	73

	 2. Analyse Moreton Bay data for its usefulness in determining population trends
	18

	3. ID Days
	55

	4. Annual Wader course
	45

	5.  School education
	27

	6. Japanese visits
	-

	7. Education Kit
	-

	8. Brochures and posters
	-

	9. Port of Brisbane 
	27

	10. QWSG website
	36

	11. Wader Book
	27

	12. Mackay surveys
	9

	13. SEQ EPA MOA
	9

	14. Surveys central east coast
	18

	15 WWF GSS Project
	18

	16. Gulf of Carpentaria surveys and migration studies
	36

	17. Surveys of inland waders
	9

	18. Unspecified consultancies
	-

	19. Scientific publications
	-

	20. Merchandise
	-

	21. NRM SEQ
	9

	22. Newsletter
	27

	23. Map each wader roost site that is counted on GIS 
	18

	24. Banding project using mist nets in Moreton Bay
	55

	25. Cannon Netting
	73

	26. Data agreement with EPA
	-

	27. Wetlands /Environment Day activities
	-

	28. Impact of mangroves on wader roosts
	-

	29. Student grant scheme
	18

	30. Wader habitat utilisation at low tide
	18


Golf complex will drive shorebirds out of bounds

The controversial Saemangeum wetland reclamation project in South Korea has taken another twist.  The massive reclamation project originally intended to create new agriculural land on the bird-rich mudflats. However, the end result has always been dogged with controversy with many commentators pointing out the serious environmental consequences and unsuitability of the new land for rice-growing.
Finally, it seems that some of this advice has been taken on board. However, the outcome for this internationally important area of coastal mudflats – home to more than 400,000 migrating shorebirds – is likely to be equally bleak.
In an attempt to boost tourism in the region, the Provincial Government has submitted plans to turn Saemangeum into the world's largest golf complex – covering a staggering 540 holes (30 full courses). Work on the complex is set to start in 2006.
Richard Grimmett, Head of BirdLife International's Asia Division said: "The Saemangeum project will have one of the biggest environmental impacts of any construction project in Asia over the coming decade. It will mean the loss of tidal mudflats and a feeding area for vast numbers of shorebirds on their East Asia-Australasian migration, and will impact fisheries and livelihoods in the Yellow Sea."
He added, "To learn now that the land is not for rice production, but for golf, is a final blow. However, it is not too late to halt this project, since the dykes have not been closed, and we hope that the Korean government will finally conclude that it is in the best interests of the environment to stop further development of the area."
The News from Delaware Bay

Dear All,
The news from Delaware Bay continues to be pretty good, but with one caveat.  The weather has continued hot and calm and the horseshoe crabs have been spawning daily on both tides, massively so on the high tides at night over the last few days associated with the May the 19th new moon.  There are plentiful eggs on all shores around the bay, with green carpets of spilled eggs in patches as large as a tennis court on some beaches.  At Mispillion Harbor on the Delaware side of the bay there was a tide wrack 3" deep in eggs one day.  Thus all the waders which have reached Delaware Bay have had heaps of good food to fatten up on.
The net result is that the mean weights of our catches of Sanderling, Turnstone and Red Knot have mostly continued to be at the upper end of the range for the corresponding dates for the previous 7 years, and in some cases average weights were at record levels.  In catches on the 18th and 20th of May we thus has Red Knot weighing up to 190 grams, and Sanderling up to 99 grams ie. these birds had reached their take off weight some 10 days before they need to depart.  So far so good BUT...................
What had surprised and worried us is that during the aerial survey of the complete bay on Tuesday (18th) only about 40% of the minimum expected number of birds of each species were present.  With only 10 days to go before their average departure date they seem to be leaving it awfully late in arriving here.  Given that the weather conditions right down to the Caribbean seem to have been consistently suitable for migration this lack of arrivals is puzzling.
HOWEVER...................there were good new arrivals yesterday and an avalanche of new birds today (21st May).  A count just of the 10 miles of beach here and to the south revealed 31,000 birds on this morning's high tide where there had only been about 10,000 three days ago.  So maybe they just got here in time.  With all the food available, and reasonably light wind conditions forecast for the next few days, they will hopefully be able to get enough food to double their weight over the next ten days.  To indicate what is achievable in good feeding conditions we recaptured a Sanderling yesterday weighing 82 grams which we had been banded only 6 days previously at 57 grams.  This is a rate of weight gain of 4 grams per day or about 8% per day based on its fat free weight.  To put it in human terms, it is like an 80 kg person being 86 kg the next day, 92 kg the following day etc. and 140 kg at the end of 10 days!!
We are spending a lot of time scanning flocks for the lettered/numbered leg flags which identify individual birds.  This is proving most successful and will this year on Red Knot and in future years on all species give reliable survival rate measurements.  We're also seeing quite a lot of individual birds marked with these engraved flags in Argentina and Chile and even one from the Arctic breeding grounds.  Some members of the team are entirely allocated to this extremely valuable scanning process.  So we are still in a most hopeful mood that this year is going to see the Delaware Bay situation turn the corner and that birds are going to get away on time and in such condition that they have a successful breeding season in the Arctic (to start making up for recent poor breeding seasons and the disastrous situation in 2003).  We'll keep you posted on developments over the next critical 10 day period.
Our fears have been proved to be well founded.  Yesterday's aerial count revealed only 13,500 Red Knot on the whole of Delaware Bay.  This is down from 16,000 last year.  Turnstone and Sanderling numbers were also lower than normal.
Yesterday should have been the peak population.  All birds should now have arrived and as far as we can tell none had departed by the time of the late afternoon count.  The Knot numbers continue the steady decline from 100,000+ in the 1980s to around 60,000 in 1997, through 30,000 three years ago, to last year's previous lowest level ever.  It is not altogether surprising that the decline here is continuing because it is only this year, for the first time in eight years, that there have been satisfactory feeding conditions for Delaware Bay migrants.  If, as hoped, this results in improved breeding success in the Arctic this year it will still be 2006 before such better productivity carries through to the migratory population (Red Knot only breeding for the first time at age two).
What is baffling is that the count of Red Knot in Tierra del Fuego (Chile and Argentina) in Jan./Feb. in each of the last two years has been close to 30,000 birds.  Where were the rest last May and this year?  Have they gone elsewhere to re-fuel?  Have they not migrated due to perceived difficulties in fattening at Delaware Bay experienced in recent years?  Or is there some other factor operating in the Flyway which we don't know about?
An urgent repeat request has gone out today to every shorebird person and state wildlife body on the eastern shores of the United States from Florida to Massachusetts asking them for any recent observations of Red Knot and requesting them to check out all possible areas over the next couple of days.
For the birds which have reached Delaware Bay successfully this year continues to be a bonanza.  The weather continues to be settled and the Horseshoe Crabs continue to spawn.  For example at Fortescue, where we were catching yesterday, there was again a green carpet of eggs on the shore as the tide went out.  Birds were so able to gorge themselves that a significant proportion of the population was roosting rather than feeding, presumably because they needed a period of digestion after such a rapid intake of food.
Our catching programme continues to go unbelievably well.  Our target was to catch 500 new Red Knot and 500 Ruddy Turnstone on each side of the Bay (ie. New Jersey and Delaware) and 1000 Sanderling (all in N.J. because there are only a few in Delaware).  One objective was to get this number of new birds with individually-marked leg flags (three letters on a flag) for survival rate measurements derived from sightings of these birds in subsequent years.  The second objective was to space out these catches equally during the three to four week period which the main populations of these three species are present on Delaware Bay.  This would enable us to detect new arrivals (through low weights), measure arrival condition (ie. weights), measure the rate of weight gain of the population as a whole and of individuals or cohorts within it, and to determine weights reached at departure and the proportion of the population that fails to reach the departure weight by the normal departure time.  We were thus aiming for six to eight catches of 50-100 Red Knot and Turnstone and a similar number of catches of 100-200 Sanderling.  We have amazingly achieved almost exactly this so far with a mixture of single species, two species and even three species catches.  With probably two potential catches to go on each species over the remaining four or five days which they are likely to be here we have had 381 new Red Knot (plus 51 re-traps), 419 new Ruddy Turnstone (plus 56 re-traps) and 811 new Sanderling (plus 50 re-traps).  Almost all the re-traps were from previous years, but we have had a few within-year re-traps, some showing some excellent weight gains of up to 8% per day.  With continued calm weather forecast we are hopeful that a high proportion of the birds here will get away this year on time and with all the fat reserves they need for their journey to the Arctic and for their initial needs up there.
There is of course a lot of other work going on around the Bay.  66 radio transmitters are now attached to Red Knots to track their movements within Delaware Bay and to determine their departure dates.  This is done via three methods.  There are 18 fully automatic radio-tracking stations (FARTS!) placed around the Bay and recording information 24 hours-a-day.  A plane does a three and a half hour flight each day around the Bay and over the adjacent Atlantic Coast marshes with two recorders in the plane and radio-tracking aerials attached to its wings, and there are individuals with hand-held tracking equipment visiting prime Knot sites by land or boat.  Generally they are picking up about 90% of the transmitters each day, but this will decrease from today onwards as birds depart (there is some evidence that departures of Knot and the other two species did in fact commence on a small scale last night).
We are taking a couple of breast feathers (for sex-determination) and a primary wing covert (for stable isotope analysis) from each Knot caught.  The results of this work won't be known for a little while of course.  There is also regular monitoring in progress by a number of methods of the number of Horseshoe Crabs spawning, the numbers of eggs they have left successfully buried in the sand, and the number of spilt eggs available to the shorebirds and gulls.  There is also exclosure experiments in progress to determine the proportion of eggs taken by the shorebirds and gulls.
Best Wishes,
Clive 
Protection for shorebird habitat??? 
The new Great Barrier Reef Coast Marine Park creates almost 500 kms of new green zone along the coastline over tidal foreshore flats.  It will not include rivers, creeks, channels, estuaries or mangrove forest other than those that were already part of the four pre-existing marine parks. 

Mudflats, salt-marshes and sandbanks at river mouths and estuaries are shorebird habitats and are needed by migrating waders.  These areas seem to be unprotected in the plan. 

Check out your local area or the places you plan to visit. 

Website; http://www.epa.qld.gov.au
Taylor’s Lagoon Mist Net 30/10/04

Taylor’s Lagoon had been looking very promising for mist netting over the past few weeks and so it was decided that the 30th of October be set as the night.  Again we gathered at the Road House at 2pm and set off with a team of 11 for the Lagoon. 
3 lines of net were quickly erected along the far bank mostly over the shallow water.  Thinks looked promising when at 3.15pm we had already 13 Oriental Plovers in the net.  Things then slowed to a trickle and we expected to have a large flush just after dusk.  This was not to be as only 3 birds were caught on this round.
It appeared, as we have noticed before, that many birds leave the lagoon at night.  Oh well, not much we could do about it and we continued throughout the night with a small numbers of birds caught on each round.

At about 11 we set another line of 2 nets, on the other side of the lake to supplement our catch.  Black-winged Stilts were numerous and we regularly had same-day retraps of this species.
As it got later most people went to bed, several snoring loudly! And a few took it in turns to man the nets and the banding table.  At about 3 in the morning the fog rolled in and nets had to be shaken regularly to keep the water off them. 
Just before dawn a few migratory waders started returning (from where??) and we were kept busy.
A highlight of the catch for many was the capture of a Juvenile Swamp Harrier, a species which none of us had seen in the hand before. 
A great time was had by all and a total is posted at the bottom. 
We had several retraps which were interesting.  They were banded at Lake Eda, a distance of 30km.
All 5 Sharp-tailed Sandpipers were banded on either the 01/10 or the 17/10/2004 
The Black-fronted Dotterel was banded on the 1/10/04. 
And the Long-toed Stint was from 15/11/03. 
Thanks to all who participated. 
Cheers Adrian and Chris. 
	Species 
	New 
	Retrap 
	Adult 
	Juv 
	Total 

	Whiskered Tern 
	3 
	0 
	0 
	3 
	3 

	Masked Lapwing 
	5 
	0 
	2 
	3 
	5 

	Oriental Plover 
	23 
	0 
	5 
	18 
	23 

	Red-capped Plover 
	2 
	0 
	1 
	1 
	2 

	Black-fronted Dotterel 
	21 
	1 
	11 
	11 
	22 

	Black-winged Stilt 
	23 
	0 
	3 
	20 
	23 

	Wood sandpiper 
	4 
	0 
	3 
	1 
	4 

	Marsh Sandpiper 
	1 
	0 
	1 
	0 
	1 

	Sharp-tailed Sandpiper 
	35 
	5 
	38 
	2 
	40 

	Australian Pratincole 
	1 
	0 
	0 
	1 
	1 

	Long-toed Stint 
	2 
	1 
	2 
	1 
	3 

	Australasian Grebe 
	1 
	0 
	0 
	1 
	1 

	Swamp Harrier 
	1 
	0 
	0 
	1 
	1 

	Grey Teal 
	4 
	0 
	4 
	0 
	4 

	Green-Pygmy Goose 
	3 
	0 
	3 
	0 
	3 

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total 
	129 
	7 
	73 
	63 
	136 


Bar-tailed Godwits

Greetings fellow Shorebirders,

Bar-tailed Godwits are proving somewhat of an enigma in the Asia-Pacific region this year, and we are putting out a request for help!  Specifically, we would like to know:

(1) where the bulk of the Alaskan-staging godwits currently are, and when they got there

(2) how many juveniles there are at different sites along the Flyway in October and November.

In recent years there has been concern about the low proportion of juveniles seen in staging godwits in western Alaskan and after migration in New Zealand and Australia.  This year, the picture in Alaska has become more complex.  At two sites on the Yukon Delta, 'typical' low proportions of juveniles were recorded in early September.  At another site, however, juveniles outnumbered adults 6:1, and at least 700 juveniles were present.  This paints a very different picture of the apparent productivity of the Alaskan godwits.  But we do not know whether this represents different site selection by adults and juveniles, or early departures of adults having left behind a large pool of young birds.  Overall, comparatively small numbers of birds have been located in coastal Alaska this autumn, and some sites that have held 10,000-30,000 birds in previous years held almost none.  In New Zealand, arrivals in early-mid September did not seem to be especially large, so we are wondering if much of the population is still somewhere else that we do not know about.

So we are desperately keen to hear from anyone who has been out counting waders along the East Asian-Australasia Flyway where baueri godwits are found.  If anyone has counts from August onwards, we would love to hear from you, even if it is to report that there are no godwits!  We are particularly keen to hear from counters in Japan and eastern Australia.

We are also hopeful that we can encourage people to measure age ratios in their flocks.  This is easily done with a telescope, and we have prepared some instructions on age identification and data collection that we can email to anyone who could help us with this.

It is likely that most of the godwits left in Alaska at the moment are juveniles that will soon start migrating south.  In previous years, the first juveniles have been seen in Queensland (Australia) and New Zealand in the 2nd week of October.  As we write a large storm is brewing in the North Pacific that should be excellent for helping send godwits on their way.  Very little is known of the migration of young godwits, and while we assume that many migrate direct to Australia and New Zealand, we have nothing as yet to prove this.  Information on the ages of godwits through eastern Asia would help piece together a picture of how similar the migration patterns of adults and juveniles are.  And as an added incentive, there are five young godwits marked with prototype large numbered black flags on their right tibia.  These were caught on the Yukon Delta in early September, and we await the first sighting with interest!

Many thanks in advance for any help you can give, and we look forward to hearing from you!

Phil Battley (University of Otago, New Zealand) 

Brian McCaffery (Yukon Delta National Wildlife Refuge, Alaska)

Bob Gill (US Geological Survey, Alaska)

Phil Battley 

Department of Mathematics and Statistics, University of Otago

Postal address:

977 East Coast Rd

Kaiaua

RD3 Pokeno

New Zealand

Email:

philbattley@quicksilver.net.nz
Phone:

64 9 232 2603

Juvenile Bar-tailed Godwits 
A request for information by Phil Battley for sightings of juvenile Bar-tailed godwits during the first few weeks of the southward migration has sparked interest in looking at the birds more closely than is usually needed for a count.  The birds will, by late November have lost their juvenile plumage but keep watch for a numbered black flag on their right tibia.  Five young birds were caught on the Yukon Delta in early September and it would be wonderful to see them in Queensland.  For more information on the project go to   http://www.osnz/nzwaderstudy.htm
WADER WATCH  Linda  and Phil Cross, Joyce Harding
Leg Flag Banding Legend (colour = where banded)

· Green = Brisbane/Queensland

· Orange = Victoria

· Yellow = Northern Western Australia

· White = New Zealand (some species banded in New South Wales)

· Blue = Japan

There are more leg flag sightings detailed in this newsletter.
Green leg flag sightings

1 Eastern Curlew – Manly Boat Harbour – David Milton & Sandra Harding – 24.7.04

1 Eastern Curlew – Manly Boat Harbour – David Milton, Sandra Harding, Barry & Joanna Morgan – 18.9.04

1 Eastern Curlew – Manly Boat Harbour – Dave Houghton – 5.10.04

1 Eastern Curlew – Manly Boat Harbour – David Milton et al – 16.10.04

2 Eastern Curlew – Manly Boat Harbour – Dave Houghton & Kath Shurcliff – 21.10.04

1 Eastern Curlew – Manly Boat Harbour – Dave Houghton & Kath Shurcliff – 7.11.04

1 Bar-tailed Godwit – Toorbul – David Edwards et al – 3.10.04

1 Bar-tailed Godwit – Wynnum North – Colin Reid – 12.10.04

1 Bar-tailed Godwit – Manly Boat Harbour – Dave Houghton – 13.10.04

2 Bar-tailed Godwit – Amity Point – Martin Waugh – 15.10.04

1 Bar-tailed Godwit – Toorbul – Judy Caughley & Barb Dickson – 16.10.04

1 Bar-tailed Godwit – Manly Boat Harbour – Dave Houghton & Kath Shurcliff – 7.11.04

1 Great Knot – Toorbul – David Edwards et al – 3.10.04

1 Great Knot – Toorbul – Judy Caughley & Barb Dickson – 16.10.04

1 Great Knot – Fisherman Island – David Milton et al – 17.10.04

1 Grey-tailed Tattler – Fisherman Island – Ken Cowell et al – 17.10.04

1 Lesser Sand Plover – Manly Boat Harbour – Sandra Harding et al – 16.10.04

Interstate & overseas Green leg flag sightings

1 Bar-tailed Godwit – Kaiaua, Firth of Thames, Auckland, New Zealand – Sue Moore – 5.3.04

1 Bar-tailed Godwit – Yokon-Kuskokwim Delta, Alaska, USA – Phil Battley & Martin Green – 9.9.04 

1 Bar-tailed Godwit – Karaka, Manukau Harbour, South Auckland, New Zealand – Gillian Vaughan & Ian 
Southey – 26.9.04

1 Bar-tailed Godwit – Bells Island, Waimea Inlet, Near Nelson, New Zealand – David Melville & Willie Cook –
11.10.04

1 Great Sand Plover – North Creek, Richmond Estuary, Ballina, NSW – Bo Totterman – 15.2.04

Orange leg flag sightings

1 Eastern Curlew – Manly Boat Harbour – David Milton & Sandra Harding – 24.7.04

1 Eastern Curlew (orange flag on both upper right and upper left leg) – Mathieson Homestead – John Knight 
– 27.8.04 & 5.10.04

1 Bar-tailed Godwit – Fisherman Island – Ivell & Jim Whyte – 19.9.04

4 Bar-tailed Godwit – Mathieson Homestead – John Knight – 22.9.04

4 Bar-tailed Godwit – Boonooroo – Dez Wells – 1.10.04

1 Bar-tailed Godwit – Toorbul – David Edwards et al – 3.10.04

2 Bar-tailed Godwit – Manly Boat Harbour – Dave Houghton – 5.10.04

1 Bar-tailed Godwit – Mathieson Homestead – John Knight – 5.10.04

1 Bar-tailed Godwit – Amity Point – Martin Waugh – 15.10.04

1 Great Knot – Toorbul – Dez Wells – 18.9.04

1 Great Knot – Toorbul – Judy Caughley & Barb Dickson – 16.10.04

1 Red Knot – Mathieson Homestead – John Knight – 22.9.04

1 Curlew Sandpiper – Manly Boat Harbour – Sandra Harding, Barry & Joanna Morgan – 16.10.04

1 Lesser Sand Plover – Fisherman Island – Ralf Reeger et al – 17.10.04
1 Red-necked Stint – Manly Boat Harbour – Dave Houghton – 23.9.04

Blue (Japanese) leg flag sightings

1 Great Knot – Toorbul – Dez Wells – 18.9.04

1 Grey-tailed Tattler – Manly Boat Harbour – Sandra Harding & David Milton – 12.9.04

Other wader leg flag sightings

1 Bar-tailed Godwit – green above white upper left leg – Mathieson Homestead – John Knight – 5.10.04

1 Red Knot – white upper right leg, blue lower right leg and yellow lower left leg – Mathieson Homestead – 
John Knight – 5.10.04 

1 Red Knot – yellow flag upper right leg – Toorbul – Judy Caughley & Barb Dickson – 16.10.04

Interesting sightings

1 Long-toed Stint – Kedron Brook Wetlands – Dez Wells – 22.8.04

1 Ruff (female –reeve) – Garnet’s Lagoon No 2 – John Knight et al – 13.9.04 & 28.9.04

2 Sooty Oystercatcher (first record at site for Martin) – Amity Point – Martin Waugh – 21.8.04

3 Sanderling – Amity Point – Martin Waugh – 21.8.04

28 Sanderling – Rooney’s Point, Fraser Island – Donald & Lesley Bradley – 27.10.04

34 Sanderling – Sandy Cape, Fraser Island – Donald & Lesley Bradley – 30.10.04

1 Common Sandpiper – Garnet’s Lagoons – John Knight – 1.9.04

18 Comb-crested Jacana – Garnet’s Lagoons – John Knight – 24.7.04 & 10.9.04

252 Red-necked Avocet – Deception Bay – Phil Cross – 18.9.04

45 Red-necked Avocet – Trutes Bay, Tweed Heads – Matthew Angus – 28.10.04

2 Broad-billed Sandpiper – Cairns Esplanade – Keith Fisher – 16.10.04

Not waders but of interest anyway

245 Royal Spoonbill – Lake at Visitors Centre, Fisherman Island – QWSG count – 21.8.04

3 Yellow-billed Spoonbill – Garnet’s Lagoons – John Knight – 20.8.04

338 Chestnut Teal – Area 5 Fisherman Island – QWSG count – 21.8.04

201 Chestnut Teal – Luggage Point – Ivell & Jim Whyte & Satoko Tadaucai – 22.8.04

538 Chestnut Teal – Area 5 Fisherman Island – QWSG count – 19.9.04

6 Radjah Shelduck – Kinka Beach & Creek – Robert Black – 16.10.04

6 Australasian Shoveler – Garnet’s Lagoons – John Knight – 24.7.04 

1 Australasian Shoveler – Cobaki Village Wetlands, Tweed Heads – Ian Watson & Eddie Klieber – 3.9.04

80 Wandering Whistling Duck – Kingscliff Sewage Plant – Ian Watson & Matthew Angus – 20.9.04

5 Eastern Reef Egret (2 grey, 3 white) – Wickham Point, Caloundra – Judy Caughley – 22.8.04

1 Eastern Reef Egret – North Shore Maroochydore – Shirley Rooke & Judy Hewitt – 15.10.04

1 Swamp Harrier – mangrove lagoon Deception Bay – Phil Cross – 22.8.04

1 Spotted Harrier – Kinka Beach, Yeppoon – Robert Black – 18.9.04

1 Brown Goshawk – Cobaki Village Wetlands – Ian Watson & Eddie Klieber – 1.8.04

23 Glossy Ibis – Garnet’s Lagoons – John Knight – 24.7.04

2 Baillon’s Crake – Garnet’s Lagoons – John Knight – 25.9.04

11 Whiskered Tern – Garnet’s Lagoons – John Knight – 25.9.04

4 Whiskered Tern – Trutes Bay, Tweed Heads – Marion Williams & Laurel Allsop – 6.10.04

2 Whiskered Tern – Luggage Point – Ivell & Jim Whyte & Satoko Tadaucai – 18.9.04

2 Whiskered Tern – Trutes Bay, Tweed Heads – Matthew Angus – 28.10.04

1 Lesser Frigate Bird (dead on beach) – Rooney’s Point, Fraser Island – Donald & Lesley Bradley – 27.10.04

Count Programme by Linda Cross
The count dates for all of 2005 have been selected and appear at the back of this newsletter.  Please mark you’re new calendars as soon as have them.  Please also note that the dates for the National Summer and Winter counts are January and July.  These two counts are very important and I would appreciate being advised well in advance if you are not available for these dates in an endeavour to find replacement counters.

Information recorded on your count sheets reflects the southward migration underway for some species.  However, large numbers of other species are yet to be noted, particularly Red Knot.  

Here are some of the larger counts extracted from count sheets.

Eastern Curlew  

334 Fisherman Island Claypan – 21.8.04

305 Toorbul – 22.8.04


535 Mathieson Homestead – 27.8.04


565 Toorbul – 17.9.04

225 South Stradbroke Island – 17.9.04


385 Thornlands – 18.9.04


644 Toorbul – 18.9.04




1000 Mathieson Homestead – 22.9.04

740 Mathieson Homestead – 5.10.04


570 Toorbul – 15.10.04


Whimbrel

302 Toorbul – 18.9.04




420 Mathieson Homestead – 22.9.04

650 Mathieson Homestead – 5.10.04


230 Toorbul – 15.10.04


Sharp-tailed Sandpiper

200 Garnet’s Lagoons – 7.9.04



86 Lytton – 18.9.04

335 Luggage Point – 18.9.04



265 Fisherman Island – 19.9.04

Curlew Sandpiper

351 Luggage Point – 18.9.04



540 Fisherman Island – 19.9.04

The only other noticeably higher and unusual counts were 21 Ruddy Turnstone at Mathieson Homestead on 1.9.04, 210 Red Knot at Mathieson Homestead on 18.9.04, 29 Red Knot at Luggage Point on 18.9.04, 35 Marsh Sandpiper at Garnet’s Lagoons on 18.9.04, 16 Marsh Sandpiper at Trutes Bay on 24.9.04, 171 Pacific Golden Plover at Fisherman Island on 19.9.04, 146 Pacific Golden Plover at Pioneer River Mackay on 27.9.04 and 75 Common Greenshank at Geoff Skinner Reserve on 16.10.04.

In the last newsletter I mentioned the early arrivals of Latham’s Snipe in Rockhampton (19.8.04), Bribie Island (15.8.04) and Woodford.  There are six other records of this species with one coming from Garnet’s Lagoons and the other five from the Tweed Heads area.  The earliest record is from the Sewage Works at Tweed Heads on 14.8.04

That other secretive and uncommon snipe species (Painted) has been obliging the Birdwatchers of Hervey Bay with views of a number of them at Garnet’s Lagoons.  A male bird was seen on 20.7.04 followed by sightings of three to four birds (possible immatures) in September and up to seven birds (again, possible immatures) on 5 & 6.10.04.  

The drought conditions over recent months have seen quite a number of Black-fronted and Red-kneed Dotterel being recorded at a number of sites.  Black-fronted were seen at three sites during July counts, six sites during August and five sites in September.  The biggest total recorded was five birds at Tweed Heads Sewage Works on 4.9.04.  Bigger numbers of Red-kneed Dotterel were seen at two sites in July, four sites in August, seven sites in September and four sites in October.  Of these records the largest totals was twelve birds recorded at Garnet’s Lagoons on 20.8.04 (ten birds still on site 25.9.04) and eleven birds at Pine Rivers Northside on 22.8.04

The recent drought conditions and low high tides have seen quite a lot of counters reporting very dry roosts and claypans with the lack of waders for the October counts.  Our site along the South Esplanade at Deception Bay was so dry and firm that Phil walked out into the lagoon, which would under normal conditions have him knee deep in mud.  Thankfully southeast Queensland has received some good rainfall and larger tides in early November.

Some more information extracted from count sheets on a number of species are listed below.

Double-banded Plover

1 at Fisherman Island on 19.9.04

13 at Manly Boat Harbour on 22.8.04

7 at Geoff Skinner Reserve on 22.8.04

5 at Kakadu Beach, Bribie Island on 22.8.04

44 at Fisherman Island on 21.8.04

38 at Amity Point, North Stradbroke Island on 21.8.04

8 at Caboolture River Mouth on 21.8.04

4 at Sandbank No 2, Caloundra on 21.8.04

8 at North Shore, Maroochydore on 20.8.04



Beach Stone-curlew 

2 at Cairns Airport on 22.8.04

2 at Finlayson Point, north of Mackay on 17.9.04

1 at Finlayson Point, north of Mackay on 15.10.04

2 adults with chick at Cairns Airport on 16.10.04

2 at Rooney’s Point, Fraser Island – 27.10.04

2 at Sandy Cape, Fraser Island – 30.10.04

Breeding records 

1 Red-capped Plover chick at Fisherman Island on 21.8.04

1 Red-capped Plover chick at Seaforth, north of Mackay on 16.9.04

2 Red-capped Plover chicks at Fisherman Island on 19.9.04

Masked Lapwing nesting at Kakadu Beach, Bribie Island on 22.8.04 – 1 chick observed 5.9.04

2 Masked Lapwing young at Cairns Esplanade on 22.8.04

3 Masked Lapwing chicks at Lota Esplanade on 18.9.04

Pied Oystercatcher nesting at Seaforth, north of Mackay on 24.8.04

Pied Oystercatcher nest with one egg at Seaforth, north of Mackay on 22.9.04

1 six-day-old Beach Stone-curlew chick at Cairns Airport on 16.10.04

3 Red-capped Plover chicks at Rooney’s Point, Fraser Island on 27.10.04

We would just like to remind our readers that we still have the following Brisbane area sites available, and many other sites along the Queensland coastline needing counters.  

Nandebbie Park, Cleveland


Sandstone Point (opposite Bribie Island)

Donnybrook (north of Toorbul)

We have been asked to count the number of juvenile Bar-tailed Godwits returning to our shores.  Please see article regarding this issue further in the newsletter.

Happy counting.

Linda Cross.

Meeting with QPWS to discuss Waders on Moreton Island
David, Joyce and Ivell met with John Olds and Ross Patterson of the Qld EPA on Thursday, 4th November 2004 to discuss potential QWSG involvement in a project on Moreton Is to measure the impact of human disturbance of waders at Mirapool roost.  The project will assist in finalising the Moreton Island National Park & Cape Moreton Conservation Park Draft Management Plan. The results of this study will be used to develop management measure to minimize disturbance of the roosting birds and protect their habitat.

The draft Management Plan proposes to limit vehicle speed to 20km/h close to the high tide roost at Mirapool to limit disturbance. In order to monitor the effect of this proposal, the EPA would like QWSG and QPWS officers (under our guidance) to conduct surveys to monitor wader numbers and their disturbance over the next 18 months.   In this way, they hope to have an indication of the level of disturbance before and after the new plan is gazetted.

A reconnaissance trip to develop methods for monitoring disturbance will be held on the weekend of 27/28 November 2004.  After this trip, QWSG will develop a project proposal to the EPA for monitoring birds and their behaviour at Mirapool when disturbed by people and vehicles. This project is expected to last for 2 years and will be supported by the EPA and cover the use of a vehicle, transport and accommodation while on Moreton Is.  The frequency of monitoring will be decided after the initial survey, but is currently envisaged that it will require at least two QWSG people 1-2 days a month during summer (Sept-April) and at a lower frequency in winter.

Those attending the meeting were:-


John Olds

QPWS


Ross Patterson

QPWS


David Milton

QWSG


Ivell Whyte

QWSG


Joyce Harding

QWSG     

David Milton & Joyce Harding

6-11-04

From World Birdwatch September 2004 

A radio-tagged Pacific Golden Plover Pluvialis fulva flew almost 4,000 km from O’aku, Hawaii to the Alaskan peninsula in 70 hours.  A minimum flight speed of 56 km per hour. (‘Elepaio 64(1) :3) 

WADER ID DAYS for 2005
Sunday 16th January 2005 at Lytton roost
High 2.14m at 14:00.  Meeting time will be 12:45.  Bring water and maybe bring lunch or something to eat, its always a good idea to have a hat and sun-screen.  Meet in the car park for a prompt start.

To get to Lytton, drive east along Lytton Rd following the signs to the Port of Brisbane, follow Pritchard St from the turn off to Fort Lytton National Park, turn left into Wynnum North Rd, continue to the end of the road and park in the car park.  Or through Wynnum to Wynnum North road and hence to the car park.

UBD 143 F11.

Contact David Edwards 07 3262 2017

Saturday 12th February 2005 at Kakadu Beach roost Bribie Island

High Tide at Brisbane bar is 12:03 (40 mins later for Bribie making it 12:43).  It will be a large high tide (2.41m), which will push quite a number of birds onto the roost, including birds that normally use the Toorbul roosts.  

Meeting time will be 11am onwards.

Take the Bruce Highway north from Brisbane to the Bribie Island exit.  Turn off here and head east over the highway overpass.  Continue on this road to Bribie Island.  After crossing the bridge continue on until reaching the second roundabout, turn left into Sunderland Drive and follow this road to Banksia Beach.  At the T-junction at the end of Sunderland Drive turn left onto Solander Esplanade.  The car park near the bird hide is on the right, just before a small roundabout.  If the car park is full you can use the parking bays along the Esplanade. (Gregory’s Map 52 J5)

Remember to bring a chair, water and food for lunch.  It would also be a good idea to have a hat, sunscreen and insect repellent.  Most importantly bring your binoculars or telescope.

Please contact either Phil & Linda Cross (07) 5495 2758 or David Edwards (07) 3262 2017 if you have any questions.

NEW MEMBERS

We welcome the following new member who have joined recently:
Leonard OSBORNE,  Tony URE
Many thanks too to those who have included a donation with their renewal or membership fee.  This is greatly appreciated as such donations make on-going work possible.

Sad News_____________________________________________________
It is with sadness that we report the death of Jim Tyson.  Jim lost his battle with illnesses on 25th August 2004.

Jim had been surveying waders and terns for many years interstate before he joined the QWSG count programme as a standby counter covering a number of sites when people were unable to do them.  During the time Jim was a standby counter he would travel from Wellington Point to as far as Deception Bay standing in for counters that were away.  Eventually Nandebbie Park, Cleveland site became available and Jim took over the role as counter for the site, which he covered for quite a number of years.

Jim and his wife Deirdre lived close to the new Empire Roost, Oyster Point and a couple of other sites, so he quite often did some additional counts of these sites, which added more information to our database.  Jim was keen to help the birds in other ways than counting, by turning up at Empire Point on the days we had to clean up the site, which was always dirty work.

We will miss him and extend our deepest sympathy to his wife Deirdre and family.
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	QWSG is a special interest group of the Birds Queensland Inc. whose object is:
“To promote the scientific study and conservation of birds by all means possible, with 

particular reference to the birds of Queensland”.

Separate membership is required.  Contacts: President, Peter Crow (07) 3398 5118;

Secretary, Rod Cox (07) 3398 8775; Treasurer, Les Taylor (07) 3878 1381.


Monthly Meetings
Birds Queensland - 7.45pm 




1st Thursday each month except January, when there is no meeting. 




Royal Geographical Society Meting Room, 237 Milton Road, Milton.

Arrive after 7.15pm for a 7:45pm start.
QWSG MERDCHANDISE

Should you wish to purchase any of the QWSG Merchandise, items may be purchased at BQ Inc meetings held 1st Thursday of the month at the Royal Geographical Society Rooms  OR....

Contact Linda Cross on 07 5495 2758 or E-mail at xenus@big.net.au

Postage is not included in the prices quoted. 

Polo Neck Shirts
$30:00
Limited stock.

Books


$19:80
Shorebird Conservation in the Asia-Pacific Region.

$ 3:30
A Guide to Waders of Moreton Bay (through Birds Queensland)

$24:00
Slater Field Guide to Australian Birds



$14:00
A Birdwatcher's Guide to Redcliffe, Pine Rivers and 






Caboolture Shire. Wildlife Preservation Society of Caboolture.

No longer in stock:
Birds of Bribie Island, Pumicestone Passage and Environs





Wildflowers of Bribie Island


However, they can be obtained from BIEPA by contacting Kathleen Catalan on 07 3408 7338
CD


$22:00
Bird calls of the Broome region (includes 42 Wader Species). 

Cloth Badges

$8.00
We now have the new bottle green cloth badges, made to same design that 



appears on our Polo Shirts.  They can be sewn onto your cap, hat, jacket, 




jumper & bag.  If you are interested please contact Linda.
WADER ID DAYS Reports
TOORBUL WADER ID DAY REPORT 3rd OCTOBER 2004
A total of thirty-four members and guests turned up for this outing.  Two other bird groups had again, also decided to choose this day to view the waders.  Weather conditions were fine, dry and sunny with a light breeze.

An additional group of twelve visitors (volunteers with Yatsu Higata Tidal Flat) from Japan joined the group for a brief half hour to enjoy lunch and view some of the waders before departing on a trip in the Pumicestone Passage.  They were pleased to see a couple of waders sporting leg flags, but unfortunately none of the Grey-tailed Tattler species had blue leg flags.  A number of Tattlers have been recorded at Toorbul in the past with blue leg flags, which are flagged in Japan.

The following leg flagged birds were observed: -

1 Bar-tailed Godwit with orange flag (banded in Victoria) on the upper right leg.

1 Bar-tailed Godwit with green flag (banded in Moreton Bay) on upper right leg.

1 Great Knot with green flag (banded in Moreton Bay) on the upper right leg.

1 Caspian Tern with orange flag on upper right leg and metal band lower left leg.

Twelve species of wader were recorded for the outing, but no individual counts were conducted.

Species seen as follows: -

Little Egret, Bar-tailed Godwit, Whimbrel, Eastern Curlew, Common Greenshank, Grey-tailed Tattler, Great Knot, Red Knot, Red-necked Stint, Sharp-tailed Sandpiper, Curlew Sandpiper, Pied Oystercatcher, Black-winged Stilt, Gull-billed Tern, Caspian Tern

Bishop’s Marsh was dry – no birds present.

Linda Cross.

LYTTON WADER ID DAY REPORT SATURDAY 30TH OCTOBER 2004
We had a good turn up of new wader watchers, many of whom had seen the excellent article in the Courier Mail.  The weather was not looking good as we arrived but cleared for us to have a dry day.  There were enough more experienced wader watchers to give plenty of advice to the group.
Though the bird hide worked well many of us spilled to the outside to obtain better views.

No flagged birds were seen
Species seen
Royal Spoonbill, Little Egret, Bar-tailed Godwit, Whimbrel, Eastern Curlew, Common Greenshank, Marsh Sandpiper, Grey-tailed Tattler, Great Knot, Sharp-tailed Sandpiper, Black-winged Stilt,

AGM of the QWSG

When

Sunday 19th December 2004.

Time

10:45am for a prompt start

Where

The Port of Brisbane


Proceed down Port Drive to the very end turn right and it becomes Bishop 
Road.  At about 150 metres you will see two large gates that gives access to the extension work area of the Port.  Drive as far as you can and you will see a group of buildings behind a fence, enter through the gates to park behind these buildings.  The site is a active work area, so please wear closed shoes.
Please ring Editor on 07 3262 2017 if you need any further directions

The AGM will be followed by a Barbeque, get-together and end-of-year break up.  It will be catered by Port of Brisbane and the Seawall Alliance.  After this we will be doing the Port Count.  So come and meet the Committee and enjoy the waders that call the Port home.
All welcome.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

NOMINATION FOR POSITION ON QWSG MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 

Name of Nominee:
.......................................................................................

Position:

.......................................................................................

Name of Proposer:
.......................................................................................

Name of Seconder:
.......................................................................................

(Note: Nominees, proposers and seconders must have current QWSG membership). 

I accept the nomination for the position on the management committee of the Queensland Wader Study Group as indicated.

Signature of Nominee:           ...........................................................................






Date:     .................. 

Nomination forms should be received before the AGM.
Please post to: 

The QWSG Chairperson,





336 Prout Rd.,

BURBANK
QLD 4156
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Activities 2005


Monthly Count Programme

High Tides – Count Programme – 2004 and 2005
Count Programme – 2004

Sat 18th Dec 2004
2.20m at 14:42
Count Programme – 2005

Sat 22nd Jan 
2.22m at 07:48 National Summer Count
Sun 24th Jul
1.90m at 11:45  National Winter Count
Sun 27th Feb
2.25m at 11:22



Sun 21st Aug
2.00m at 10:37
Sun 13th Mar
2.21m at 11:30



Sun 18th Sep
2.08m at 09:32
Sat 9th Apr
2.25m at 09:45



Sat 22nd Oct
2.16m at 12:33
Sat 7th May
2.07m at 08:35



Sun 20th Nov
2.22m at 12:06
No count in June




Sun 18th Dec
2.34m at 11:08

Please send completed count sheets to Linda Cross 40 Thompson Road, Bellmere, Qld. 4510

Port of Brisbane Count Dates – 2005

Sun 19th Dec
  2.06m at 15:37  Meet 13:45 (1.45pm).  Also see note about AGM on page 17.
Sun 23rd Jan 
  2.29m at 08:30  Meet 06:40

Sat 23rd Jul 
  1.86m at 10:54  Meet 09:00

Sat 26th Feb 
  2.32m at 10:52  Meet 09:00

Sat 20th Aug
  1.93m at 09:50  Meet 08:00
Sat 12th Mar
  2.38m at 10:55  Meet 09:00

Sat 17th Sep
  1.96m at 08:46  Meet 07:00

Sun 10th Apr 
  2.11m at 10:21  Meet 08:30

Sun 23rd Oct
  2.04m at 13:18  Meet 11:30
Sun 8th May 
  1.97m at 09:14  Meet 07:25

Sat 19th Nov
  2.31m at 11:28  Meet 09:40

Sun 5th Jun 
  1.81m at 08:05  Meet 07:00

Sat 17th Dec
  2.39m at 10:31  Meet 08:40
PLEASE CHECK TO SEE IF YOUR RENEWAL IS DUE!
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MEMBERSHIP/RENEWAL APPLICATION


I / We wish to join / renew: 
(Single $15; Family $25; Student/Pensioner $10)

Title……
First name:
……………………Surname Name:…………………………………


Address:…………………………………………………

Membership:
$………

…………………………………… Postcode:………

Donation:
$………








Payment enclosed:
$________

Phone: (Home)  ………..
(Work)  ………….

Fax / e-mail:  ………………………………………….









TOTAL

$………

How did you hear about QWSG  ……………………………………………………………………………….

Are you a member of Birds Queensland?.....................................
What activities do you wish to participate in? (Please circle)

WADER COUNTS, FIELD TRIPS, SCIENTIFIC DATA COLLECTION, SURVEYS, CLERICAL,

OTHER (specify………………………………………..…….)

SIGNATURE:  ………………………………………………….
DATE:……………………

Post to: QWSG Treasurer, PO Box 958, NIGHTCLIFF, NT 0814

Cheques to be made out to: Queensland Wader Study Group
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