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Four Full Days in Japan: 
An exchange visit to Yatsu-higata 

 
The Queensland Wader Study Group (QWSG) has been associated with the Wetland Affiliation Agreement 
between the Brisbane City Council and the Narashino City Council since 1998. 
 
On Wednesday 25 February 1998, Brisbane City Council in Australia and the City of Narashino in Japan both 
signed the Narashino Affiliation Agreement to protect wetlands in both countries for migratory shorebirds.  Both 
cities support internationally important wetlands, which are registered under the Ramsar Convention and form 
part of the East Asian-Australasian Shorebird Reserve Network. 
 
The Narashino Affiliation Agreement embraces the idea of óthinking globally and acting locallyô, creating 
awareness in both countries of the importance of wetland conservation and migratory shorebirds. 
 
The agreement has the following goals:  
1. To support joint research and the exchange of research in relation to wetland preservation and the 
protection of migratory shorebirds 

2. To support the exchange and reciprocal training of persons involved in wetland protection 
3. To support the education of students to increase their awareness and understanding through educational 
programs of the importance of protecting the natural environment 

4. To support the development of domestic and international educational projects for the preservation of 
wetlands and the protection of migratory shorebirds. To support exchange visits by members of the 
respective local communities. 

 
The Yatsu Higata Nature Observation Centre (YNOC) and staff at the Boondall Wetlands Environment Centre 
were chosen represent the two councils as they had very similar directions. 
 
In order to support the exchange of research and information and activities by government and non-government 
organisations the Japan Wild Bird Association in Chiba Prefecture and Queensland Wader Study Group 
Queensland were linked to the affiliation. 
 
1. Seek to participate in regular exchange visits and communications to support the agreementôs strategies. 
Preferably in accordance with the following guidelines. 

a. Both cities support voluntary visits by centre staff, volunteers and citizens from groups involved in the 
agreement.  Visits are not mandatory and will depend on funding and support from current administration.  
In case regular exchange visits are not possible, either city will provide advice to the other party for 
alternative programs.  If visits are not possible, the exchange of information can be facilitated by internet 
appointments. 

 
This is a long-winded way to say that QWSG sent me to represent QWSG at the exchange visit this year, but also 
gives some information about the affiliation. 
 
As the articleôs title says the exchange took place over four days.   
 
There were representatives from the Boondall Wetlands Environmental staff and volunteers, twelve in all. 
  

https://www.facebook.com/QueenslandWaderStudyGroup/


Queensland Wader - Issue 125     September, October, November 2023 

2 

 

Day One 
We arrived in Japan at different times but met up at the Yatsu-Higata Nature Observation Centre on Saturday 
28th October to start the visit. 
 
To show the importance of the visit the Mayor of Narashino, Taisuke Miyamoto, was to meet us.  However, he 
was called away to another meeting, but quite unexpectedly he made time to meet us all the next day.  I have met 
the Mayor before and this again shows the importance given to the affiliation by the City of Narashino that he has 
consistently been available for these meetings. 
 
The rest of the morning was an orientation of the centre, an amazing building, followed by a walk to the 
wetlands and surrounds to bird watch. 
 

 
A view of the Yatsu-higata wetlans 
 
The afternoon program followed a good Japanese lunch.  We had a talk about Yatsu-higata its history and function 
within the local community.  We were all asked to help in the making of Yoshizu, which is the making of a reed 
screen, though we made a smaller version that was shaped as a picture frame.  During this time, we wandered 
around the centre looking at the various displays and wondering in amazement at the carved bird models, which 
are to size and to the weight of the bird depicted.  Next was a story book session with the Yatsu volunteers reading 
a story.  This was followed by a story written and published by Fiona Leydon about a puzzled Platypus.  Fiona 
had had the book translated in to Japanese and presented several copies to the centre.  It was a great hit. 
 
The evening was finished off with a meal provided by the Wild Bird Society of Japan, Chiba district.  A great way 
to finish a great day. 
 
 

Day 2 
The second day stated back at the Centre where we were meet by the Junior Rangers of YNOC.  The rangers 
enlist from the surrounding area and school.  They are taught all aspect of the nature of Yatsu-higata and seem 
to stay within the group for a long time. Some of the adult volunteers started as rangers!  We were divided into 
groups and then took part in the educational games that the junior ranger get to enjoy. 
 
Once again, a great Japanese lunch. 
 
The afternoon was open to the public and was titled ñForum on Wetland exchangeò.  Four presentations were 
given, firstly in the speakerôs native tongue and then translated.  Many thanks to the translators, a marvellous 
job. 
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The presentations were: 

¶ Brisbane City Council and the Narashino Agreement by Boondall wetland staff, 

¶ Letôs Enjoy wetland exchange by YNOC, 

¶ QWSG: What is it and what does it do? by QWSG, 

¶ Following Grey Tailed Tattlers flagged at Yatsu and Common Kingfisher breeding success at Yatsu by 
YNOC 

Questions and chatting followed. 
 
A free evening was allocated for this night.  I know I appreciated the chance to rest. 
 

Day 3 
Day three was a visit to the local elementary school, Yatsu Minami. 
Twelve strangers walking into school was disruptive! 
We meet with the educational director for the Narashino district and the senior staff of the school. 
Next, we were all ushered in to their large auditorium under arches of paper flowers to meet the grade 3 and 4s. 
The grade 3s gave a presentation on the foods, places and things to do in Narashino.  All the students took part 
speaking in Japanese and then an English translation by the students. 
The Grade 4s gave a presentation on the birds and wildlife that visit their school from Yatsu-higata and an 
overview of the migratory birds that they saw. 
 
Next was school lunch served in the class room.  Very good meal.  I was in a classroom where the teacher spoke 
some English so I asked if there were any questions.  The first was ñHow old are you?ò fair enough as I am sure 
that they do not get to see many 70+ year old. bald, over-weight white men!!  After some oohs the questions 
flowed.  On finishing the meal all the students cleaned everything away and wiped down the classroom.  No adults 
telling them what to do. 
 
We said our goodbyes amidst lots of noise, waving and high fives.  Lovely children with a sense of the nature 
close by.  The teachers said that our visit had raised the interest in the English lessons. 
 

 
Looking across Yatsu-higata towards the Yatsu Minami Elementary school and the high-rise buildings around. 
 
The afternoon was a Great Reed Warbler Nest survey.  The reed near the centre a breeding area for the Great 
Reed Bunting and YNOC searches through the reeds to find the nest of the previous year.  If they find one the 
very carefully cut the nest with its supporting reed, out of the reed bed and take precise measurements.  One was 
found this year but appeared to be a nest from previous years.  The fun of the day is to watch others get into the 
waders and push through the reeds without getting too wet. 
 
This evening we had a buffet meal provided by the Narashino City Council.  Many thanks to them and they 
organising during our stay. 
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Day 4 
The last day, on paper, looked busy.  And so, it was.  We were to visit three areas: 

¶ Kasai Rinkai Park, 

¶ Ichikawa City Gyotoku Wild Bird Observatory, 

¶ Funabashi Sambanze Seaside Park. 
 
All of these sites have been built on reclaimed land from Tokyo Bay.  All have some areas set aside for wildlife, 
but they are also available for recreation.  With limited open spaces they are very popular at the weekends and 
public holidays. 
 
Kasai Rinkai Park, is located off shore in the Edogawa Ward of Tokyo and opened in 1989.  This Marine Park 
boasts some 212 hectares and stretches 2 kilometres into the Bay.  It is a shallow mudflat hence the large area.  
The Marine area has two artificial beaches totalling about 800 metres in length.  The East beach is restricted for 
wildlife.  Over 120 bird species have been recorded and the Park was designated a Ramsar site in October 2018.  
This site is an important wintering site for migratory birds because large flocks of migratory birds visit here for 
feeding, resting and roosting.  Especially regarding Greater Scaups and Great Crested Grebes, more than 1% of 
their regional population in Asia visit here. 
 
Next, we moved to Ichikawa City Gyotoku Wild Bird Observatory.  The Gyotoku Bird Observatory is a 56-hectare 
natural habitat for aquatic birds located in Ichikawa, Chiba, Japan.  This area is known for its natural habitat and 
large numbers of waterbirds.  The observatory itself is a wonderful building giving views of the wetland area 
nearby.  There are many bush birds to be seen here as well.  Attached is a small bird hospital. 
 
The final destination for the day was Funabashi Sambanze Seaside Park.  Sanbanze, located at the innermost 
part of Tokyo Bay, is a tidal flat and Asaumi area of about 1,800 ha.  It is a place foraging and resting migratory 
birds, and many people come to bird watching.  This is a large area of mudflats with an extensive beach.  We 
managed to see a few more species and enjoyed the setting sun over the bay.  The view of Mt Fuji was covered 
in clouds. 
 
Exhausted we made our way back to Yatsu-higata.  Throughout the day our hosts had been baffled by the lack 
of traffic and trips that were planned to take 45 minutes ended up being 20 mins.  A pleasant surprise for Tokyo!?  
This meant that we arrived too early for the last meal.  However, it gave everyone a chance to sit and recuperate. 
 
The farewell dinner was hosted by YNOC.  It was a ñpot-luckò buffet so we had an array of different Japanese 
foods and some drinks too.  Speeches were said and goodbyes giving but with the promise to meet again. 
 
Three of us had been to YNOC before and knew the welcome we would be given and warmth that would be 
shown.  I know that the new visitors will only speak of the time that they had and the friendships that they have 
made. 
 

 
Some of the participants of the four days. 
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So, what does an exchange like this achieve? 
 
It does so many things on so many levels.  The exchange of ideas and practical solutions, and ways of doing 
things means that the education taught at YNOC and Boondall Wetlands can only improve.  Ideas from differing 
cultures can be blended and used to strengthen the messages that can be used by both young and old alike.  It 
is not only the differences that are important but also the similarities.  It shows that you are not alone, that there 
are ways to achieve. 
 
This trip also shows the importance of educating the youth of the East Asian Australasian Flyway.  Work that 
YNOC and Boondall do so well.  
 
The affiliation agreement between Narashino City and the Brisbane City councils with its three levels of 
partnerships is very strong.  I think that the agreement needs to be seen at a higher level here in Brisbane.  The 
way the Narashino council joins in and works to fulfill its side of the agreement is admirable.  The two council 
bodies, Boondall Wetlands and YNOC, show a high degree of participation having displays in their buildings 
showing the work each does.  The WBS of J and the QWSG have undertaken joint banding projects in the past. 
 
We also saw what can be do to help birds.  Even reclaimed land has an important role in the preservation of 
species.  We are so lucky to have the Ramsar site of Moreton Bay.  Although pressured by developments and 
overuse it is a vast area compared with the two Ramsar sites we saw, Yatsu-higata and Kasai Rinkai Park. 
 
For me the most important component of the exchange is the people.  A clich® but the truth.  We learn from each 
other.  We can share thoughts and ideas, and the dreams for the birds and their wetlands.  I think I talk for all who 
attended that we made a lot of close friends on this trip. 
 
We hope to see the people from YNOC and Narashino council in twelve monthsô time when it is ñourò turn to be 
hosts.  If you feel you can help then keep an ear open for news of the trip. 

 

 
YNOCôs display for the QWSG 
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A variety of photos showing a couple of birds and the toys for the children to use at Yatsu-higata  
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TAGGING 2023, BROOME, AUSTRALIA  
Katherine Leung1, Bingrun Zhu1,2, Tong Mu3 and Chris Hassell1,4 
1 Global Flyway Network, 2 Beijing Normal University, 3 Princeton University, 4 Australasian Wader Studies 
Group. 
 
Acknowledgements 
Usually, the acknowledgements section goes at the end of the report. 
 
Here in Broome the work that happens would never happen without the input of the volunteer team and therefore 
to us it makes sense to put those volunteers front and centre. The team for Tagging 2023 was a mix of volunteer 
and professionals and here we thank them all. 
 
Adrian Boyle, Charlotte Burgoyne, Dianne Bennett, Franky O'Connor, Helen Macarthur, Ho-bun Yu, Jasmin Pratt, 
John Curran, Ka-man Or, Kerry Hadley, Marcel Klaassen, Maureen Christie, Maurice OôConnor, Michelle Willie, 
Mike Dawkins, Mo Verhoeven, Naiwen Zhang, Roz Jessop, Shang-xiao Cai, Teagan Fitzwater, Val Burgess, 
Yang Wu, and Ziyou Yang all for field work skills, dedication, and a great attitude throughout the hard and hot 
work. 
 

 
Itôs all about teamwork! From setting up keeping cages (top left) and cannon net (top right) before catch, to 

processing of birds caught (bottom left) and folding up the shade cloth properly with everyoneôs hands on 

(bottom right). ©NWA Tagging 2023 Team 

 
We acknowledge the Yawuru People via the offices of Nyamba Buru Yawuru Limited for permission to catch 
birds on the shores of Roebuck Bay, traditional lands of the Yawuru people, particularly Jason Fong and Dean 
Matthews. 
 
Thank you to Ben, Jasmin, Lachlan and Olivia of Broome Bird Observatory for hosting us and being continually 
helpful with all and any requests, these were many and varied and were always met with a smile and a yes. 
 
We thank Adrian, Helen, Kerry and, Maurice for the use of their cars. Maurice and George Swann for equipment 
loan. Helen and Kerry for supplying cakes, biscuits, fruit, and some meals. 
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We particularly thank Mike for running the catering. 
And, a particular thanks to Roz for taking on the role of ómentor leaderô and being there as a support for Chris 
and Katherine. 
The main funding for the project came from Beijing Normal University and Princeton University. 
Further financial support came from Deakin University and the overseas and interstate participants themselves. 
 
The motivation for this project came from the desire of Chris and Drew (Bingrun) to further explore the life history 
of the melanuroides subspecies of the Black-tailed Godwit Limosa limosa.  And after discussions with Tong Mu, 
it was decided this was the perfect opportunity to further Tongôs studies on shorebirds use of mudflats. See 
appendix 1 and 2. 

Black-tailed Godwit 2LYYY of the melanuroides subspecies is now carrying a GPS transmitter, ready to reveal its 
life to us. © NWA Tagging 2023 Team 

 

Field Work  
The team gathered in the few days prior to catching commencing.  The usual necessities of a big field work 
operation were conducted during those days, sorting gear, shopping for food, setting up a base camp.  In this 
case outside the BBO Chalet with additional shade erected to attempt to keep the extremely high temperatures 
at bay!  As BBO had a bird watching course on and needed the shadehouse.  Our team moved into the 
shadehouse after the course had finished. 

 

Gathering outside the chalet. É NWA Tagging 2023 Team 
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Drew making harnesses for his trackers (top); Shang-xiao adjusting the tracker harnesses in the field (bottom 
left); Shang-xiao and Yang smiling happily with their ñplatesò of trackers (bottom right).É NWA Tagging 2023 

Team 
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The day before catching started was dedicated to a short practical demonstration of what to do when arriving at a 
fired net with birds in it. And presentations on the two tagging projects, óEnhanced surveillance for HPAI Avian 
Fluô, moult and aging of shorebirds and cannon netting and all its myriad safety issues for birds and people. 
 

Various indoor and outdoor talks before the real operations. É NWA Tagging 2023 Team 
 
Due to an early tide the cages and shade for the first catch were set up in the late afternoon of that first day, 
another way to keep us out of the heat of the middle of the day. 

 
We went out to set net early in the morning before the day ñheats upò (left), but seems the mossies think the 
same (right)!É NWA Tagging 2023 team 

 
Catching birds in Roebuck Bay, while more difficult than it has been in previous years as the birds become 
more nervous from drones, birds of prey, and changing beach topography, it is still easier than some locations 
around the world. 
 
However, that is if you are trying to catch óshorebirdsô.  Catching a single species, in this case Black-tailed 
Godwits, is considerably more difficult.  We knew this and so our first days were to be dedicated to trying to 
catch Black-tail Godwit. 
 
Day 1; was unsuccessful for Black-tails, we fired on an ebbing tide over a small flock of Pied Stilts but they were 
too far away and we only got 2 and 2 Silver Gulls.  All birds were bled and swabbed for AI.  Only the stilts were 
banded and flagged. 
 
Day 2; was unsuccessful for Black-tails but we got 100 small species so at least the Deakin University avian flu 
team were happy. 
 
Day 3; óOK just one more go for Black-tailsô.  Nope. 
 
Day 4; was óall in for Black-tailsô with a net set of 2 nets side by side way below high tide.  High risk high reward.  
But in this instance just the high risk.  We didnôt fire as we couldnôt get birds in front of the net. 
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All in for Black-tails at Mintonôs Straight: Adrian and Kath discussing where to set the net (top left) while Mo 
and Tong passing equipment down the cliff (top right).  The double nets set (bottom). É NWA Tagging 2023 
Team 

 
Day 5; A day off for the birds and the team. A deep breath. 
 
Day 6; Our attention turned to Bar-tails, Great and Red Knot. And finally, success.  Tags from Tongôs study were 
deployed on Bar-tails (15), Red Knot (13). 
 
Day 7; Another attempt for the three species we were successful with on Day 6. And once again success we had. 
Tags from Tongs study were deployed on Bar-tails (1), Great Knot (30), Red Knot (16). 
 
Day 8; OK itôs now or never for the Black-tails.  Once we had caught on Day 7 Adrian and Drew had gone off 
to reccy for Black-tail catching opportunities.  The news was ówhere they have been all the timeô.  Well yes, 
but we havenôt been able to get them in front of the net there!  Still, thatôs where they were and so to the east 
end of Wader Beach we went.  To say that Drew and I were nervous would be something of an 
understatement.  But perseverance paid off and we caught 31 of them due to Kath counting very carefully 
through her scope, and Chris monitoring safety and flying birds.  Drew had 30 tags!  It was all carefully planned, 
thereôs no luck involved!  Tagging for this day was Black-tails (29), Bar-tails (2), Great Knot (1). 
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Tagging of Bar-tail (top left) and Black-tail (top right) Godwits in operation. Tagged Red Knots resting in the 

keeping cage ready for release (bottom).© NWA Tagging 2023 Team 

 
Overall, it was a huge success.  The teamôs hard work enabled us to deploy 107 of 110 tags, band, and flag or 
colour band 681 birds, and bleed and swab 536 birds for AI studies. 
 
In total we had 1,003 birds under the fired nets but due to heat and for bird welfare we released some at the net.  
All birds were checked for bands and flags and no marked birds were released without their flags recorded. 
 
 

 
SPECIES 

 
NEW 

 
RETRAP 

Age 1 
1st  Year 
of Life  

 
Age 2 

 
Age 2+ 

Age 3+ 
3rd  year of  
life  or 

older  

 
TOTAL 

Bar-tailed Godwit 58 12 2 5 0 63 70 

Black-tailed Godwit 28 3 0 5 0 26 31 

Broad-billed Sandpiper 13 0 1 2 0 10 13 

Curlew Sandpiper 98 4 2 3 0 97 102 

Greater Sand Plover 12 15 2 1 0 24 27 

Great Knot 198 30 1 20 0 207 228 

Grey-tailed Tattler 3 0 0 1 0 2 3 

Lesser Sand Plover 3 0 0 1 0 2 3 

Pied Stilt 2 0 1 0 1 0 2 

Red-capped Plover 1 0 0 0 1 0 1 

Red Knot 45 11 2 4 0 50 56 

Red-necked Stint 122 5 16 11 0 100 127 

Ruddy Turnstone 1 0 0 1 0 0 1 

Sharp-tailed Sandpiper 10 0 0 1 0 9 10 

Terek Sandpiper 7 0 0 1 0 6 7 

TOTALS 601 80 27 56 2 596 681 

 
 
 
 

BIRDS CAUGHT BUT        
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NOT PROCESSED 

Greater Sand Plover 30 0 na na na na 30 

Great Knot 120 2 na na na na 120 

Red-necked Stint 170 0 na na na na 170 

Silver Gull 2 0 na na na na 2 

 322 2 0 0 0 0 322 

 
The tags were deployed over three days. 
 

TAGS DEPLOYED     

SPECIES 16/10/202
3 

17/10/202
3 

18/10/202
3 

TOTAL 

Bar-tailed Godwit 15 1 2 18 

Black-tailed Godwit 0 0 29 29 

Great Knot 0 30 1 31 

Red Knot 13 16 0 29 

    107 

 

The AI surveillance team (left). Roz with one of the Pied Stilt (right).É NWA Tagging 2023 Team 

 

Scanning  
On the day off and after catching had finished some dedicated scanning for flags and bands was undertaken.  
Over 390 colour-banded birds from the GFN long-term study were logged and 1,020 Broome ELFs and 26 of 
birds marked away from Broome representing birds from Chongming Dongtan (Shanghai), Taiwan, Hong Kong, 
Bohai Bay, Kamchatka, and South Australia. 
 

Tibetan Sand Plover  
On day 2 we caught a total of 13 sand plovers, 11 Greater Sand Plovers and 2 Lesser Sand Plovers. 
 
The Lesser Sand Plover has always been a complicated species with different ógroupsô and different subspecies 
proposed, accepted and rejected over the years.  It is now generally accepted that Lesser Sand Plover 
(sometimes called Mongolian Plover) is 2 distinct species, Siberian Sand-Plover and Tibetan Sand-Plover.  
Siberian is the one that is commonly recorded, generally in small numbers, here in Broome.  Tibetan has never 
been reliably recoded here.  Until now. On October 12 Adrian was banding the sand plovers and called Chris 
over.  
 
The conversation went something like this. 

Adrian ï Holding the bird up for Chris to see. I just banded this as a lesser.  
Chris ï umm I think  in the field I might go past that as a greater. 
Ady ï well itôs clearly not a greater.  
Chris ï well itôs clearly not a Siberian. Pause! 
Both ï Well, itôs a Tibetan then! 

 
They showed the bird to Kath, who is familiar with them, and she looked and said quite casually óyeah thatôs a 
Tibetanô. 
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We look images and extra measurements. Subsequently Nigel Jackett has done some analysis of the 
measurements, and it seems very likely it is indeed a Tibetan Sand-Plover.  But they are not easy to pin-down.  
We will need to submit the record to Birds Australia Rarities Committee.  If needed, we have a blood sample so 
that will tell us once and for all.  Itôs expensive to get that done though so we will decide on that in due course. 

 
Siberian Sand-Plover vs Tibetan Sand-Plover (left). Confusing? Just look for the flag ñSKò in the field (right). É 
NWA Tagging 2023 Team 
 
This research was carried out with authorisation from:  

The Western Australian Government Department of Primary Industries and Resources, Wildlife Animal 
Ethics Committee, Permit number: WAEC 23-08-52. 
The Western Australian Government Department of Biodiversity Conservation and Attractions, 
Regulation 25, license # FO25000260-4. 
The Western Australian Government Department of Biodiversity Conservation and Attractions, Section 
40, license # TFA 2020-0011-3. 
The Australian Government Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water, 
Australian Bird and Bat Banding Scheme, Banding Authority Class A, Endorsement Mist - and Cannon 
ï nets. C Hassell # 2184 and K Leung # 3284. 
9 other participants held A class licenses and 14 held C class licenses. 

 

This was a collaborative project between the Australasian Wader Studies Group, Beijing 
Normal University, Global Flyway Network, and Princeton University. 

 
Base camp at Quarry Beach, 16 Oct 23. 
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Moving the gazebo in the strong breeze (left); Lesser Sand Plovers paparazzi (right). 

 
Chefs Mo and Drew at the barbecue (left); Tong trying to ñconnectò with the tagged Knots. É NWA Tagging 2023 
Team 

 

Further Reading  
Mu, T., S. Cai, H. B. Peng, C. J. Hassell, A. Boyle, Z. Zhang, T. Piersma, and D. S. Wilcove. 2022.  
 Evaluating staging habitat quality to advance the conservation of a declining migratory shorebird, Red 
 Knot Calidris canutus. Journal of Applied Ecology 59:2084-2093. 
Mu, T., and D. S. Wilcove. 2020.  

Upper tidal flats are disproportionately important for the conservation of migratory shorebirds. 
 Proceedings of the Royal Society B: Biological Sciences 287:20200278. 
Zhu, B.R., Verkuil, Y.I., Conklin, J.R., Yang, A., Lei, W., Alves, J.A., Hassell, C.J., Dorofeev, D., Zhang, Z. & 
Piersma, T., 2021a.  

Discovery of a morphologically and genetically distinct population of Black-tailed Godwits in the 
 East Asian-Australasian Flyway. Ibis 163: 448-462. 
Zhu, B.R., Verhoeven, M.A., Loonstra, A.J., Sanchez-Aguilar, L., Hassell, C.J., Leung, K.K., Lei, W., 
Zhang, Z. & Piersma, T., 2021b.  

Identification of breeding grounds and annual routines of the newly discovered bohaii subspecies of 
 Black-tailed Godwits. Emu-Austral Ornithology, 121(4), pp.292-302. 
Zhu, B.R., Verhoeven, M.A., Saragoni, N.V., Zhang, Z. & Piersma, T., 2022.  

Current breeding distributions and predicted range shifts under climate change in two subspecies of 
 Black-tailed Godwits in Asia. Global Change Biology 28: 5416-5426. 
Zhu, B.R., Verhoeven, M.A., Hassell, C.J., Leung, K.K., Dorofeev, D., Ma, Q., Eiamampai, K., Coleman, 
J.T., Tserenbat, U., Purev-Ochir, G. & Li, D., 2023. 

Predicting the non-breeding distributions  of the two Asian subspecies of Black-tailed Godwit 
 using morphological information. Avian Research 14: 100069. 

Editorôs Note 
Many thanks for permission to use this article in full.  Wonderful work! 
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In-flight Collision of Shorebirds by Arthur Keates 
 
On 9 December, 2023, at the Manly Boat Harbour roost I observed an in-flight collision of shorebirds. Birds have 
been reported colliding with a variety of structures, including buildings, power lines and towers, wind turbines as 
well as vehicles and aircraft (Buchanan). 
 
I had finished counting the shorebirds resulting in a total count of just over 2,000 birds made up of 21 species (17 
migratory and 4 resident) ranging in size from the Red-necked Stint (Calidris ruficollis) to the Far Eastern Curlew 
(Numenius madagascarienis).  
 
One hour 20 minutes after the peak of the high tide, almost the entire flock suddenly took to the air on a course 
taking them directly over me. The reason for the sudden explosion of birds was not apparent although it is likely 
an unseen raptor was the cause. 
 
To my astonishment, about 20 birds collided as they started to gain altitude, reaching less than 10 m in height. 
The birds involved in the collision, Bar-tailed Godwit (Limosa lapponica) and Grey-tailed Tattler (Tringa brevipes), 
tumbled into the shallow water in front of me and for <10 seconds paddled to stay afloat, eventually managing to 
take to the air.  
 
I was able to photograph some of the birds as they struggled to take off in the water, the last to fly off being a 
godwit that looked more stunned than the others.  
 

 
 
Weather conditions were ideal, a fine sunny morning with only a gentle south-easterly breeze and so poor visibility 
was not the cause of the collision. I speculate that in the mayhem, a single bird not in sync with the others in the 
tight mixed species flock of <2,000 birds may well be the reason for the mishap. 
 
Apart from 2 Far Eastern Curlew, none of the migratory species returned to the site. On previous occasions, I 
have witnessed shorebirds not returning to this site after a raptor, particularly a Peregrine Falcon, has passed 
overhead leading me to think a raptor was the cause of the commotion. 
 
Reference:  
Buchanan Joseph B, Collisions and in-flight Calamities involving shorebirds in Western Washington, Washington 
Birds 11:22-27 (2011).  
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Watch Out, Shorebirds About! 
NSW Department of Planning and Environment - 8 September 2023 
 
Watch your step because threatened shorebirds are nesting a little early this year on Port Stephensô sandy 
shores. 

 
Little tern chicks (Sternula albifrons) 

 
NSW National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) Threatened Species Officer Katherine Howard said pied 
oystercatcher eggs have already been found at Port Stephens, which is a key breeding area. 
 
'Endangered pied oystercatchers and little terns lay eggs in shallow scraped-out nests on beaches and sandy 
shores,' Ms Howard said.  'There are only around 450 nesting pairs of little terns in New South Wales, with the 
breeding population declining 2.6% each year from 2001 to 2020.   
'There are even fewer pied oystercatchers, which seems surprising as they are a distinctive shorebird and 
regularly seen, but there are less than 200 breeding pairs in New South Wales. 
 
'We need to share the shore with these beautiful birds and give them the space they need to raise their families.  
'Shorebird eggs and chicks camouflage so well against the sand they are almost invisible and very easy to 
inadvertently step on or drive over.' 
 
NPWS and its partners protect threatened beach-nesting birds by managing predators and preventing 
disturbance or accidental crushing by beach users, vehicles and dogs. 
 
People are asked to keep away from nesting areas marked by signs or fences, always follow the local beach 
driving rules and only take dogs to designated dog beaches. 
 
'Chicks donôt necessarily stay within marked nesting areas, so we can reduce the risk of accidentally stepping 
on a chick by keeping to the wet sand,' she said. 
 
Shorebirds nest on sandy beaches right along the NSW coastline, including Corrie Island Nature Reserve, 
Winda Woppa peninsula in Hawks Nest and the Worimi Conservation Lands. 
 
Nest sites may be fenced or signed, while parts of some beaches, such as Corrie Islandôs, will be entirely closed 
to visitors during the breeding months from August to March, to allow these birds space and peace to raise their 
families. 
 
Visitors are reminded that dogs are not allowed in any NPWS parks, including Corrie Island Nature Reserve. 
 
Protection and monitoring of beach-nesting birds in Port Stephens is delivered by the NSW Governmentôs 
Saving our Species program, NPWS, Biodiversity Conservation Division, MidCoast Council and volunteers from 
the Myall Koala and Environment Group. It is supported by Hunter Local Land Services through funding from 
the Australian Governmentôs National Landcare Program.  
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Feathered facts 

¶ Endangered little terns migrate thousands of kilometres from eastern Asia to lay their eggs on 
Australian beaches every summer, usually arriving on NSW beaches between September and 
November. 

¶ At less than 25cm long, they are the smallest terns in New South Wales. 

¶ They have óblack capsô over white feathers with pale-grey wings. 

¶ Pied oystercatchers are distinctive, black-and-white shorebirds with pink legs and red beaks. Almost 
always seen in pairs, they live in Australia year-round, and usually start nesting in August or September. 

¶ óOystercatcherô is bit of a misnomer, as this species eats many other invertebrates, as well as oysters 
and other bivalve molluscs. 

¶ Eggs of beach-nesting birds are speckled and blotched to provide camouflage but are still at risk of 
predators both on the ground and from the air. Predators of shorebird eggs include foxes, dogs, 
dingoes, ravens, silver gulls, and goannas. 

¶ Beach-nesting birds lay their eggs in shallow scrapes in the sand, often on estuary entrance bars up 
and down the coast. 

 
Four steps to help keep shorebirds safe 

¶ Look out for bird nesting signs or fenced-off nesting areas on the beach, stay well clear of these areas 
and give the parent birds plenty of space. 

¶ Walk dogs only on designated dog-friendly beaches and always keep them on a leash over summer. 

¶ Drive only on designated vehicle beaches, stay out of nesting areas and follow all local beach-driving 
rules. 

¶ Chicks are mobile and donôt necessarily stay within fenced nesting areas. Stick to the wet sand to avoid 
accidentally stepping on a chick. 

 
 

How to: help our shorebird population 
From Bundaberg Now ï November 2023 

 

 
Pied oystercatcher at Dr Mays Island. Photo: Greg O'Neill. 
 
Council offers a range of tips and advice to help protect the shorebird population which uses the regionôs coastline 
to feed, roost and breed. 
 
The region is visited by 42 species of migratory shorebirds between 1 September and 30 April annually and is 
home to a further 18 species of shorebirds that live year-round and breed during the summer. 
 
Migratory birds fly extraordinary distances from their breeding grounds and often arrive on the region's shores in 
poor condition. 
 
Both migratory and resident shorebirds are vulnerable to disturbance and predation, especially during breeding 
when the eggs and chicks are camouflaged among beach debris.  


