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Observations of Queensland Flagged Terek Sandpiper 
 
The Terek Sandpiper (Xenus cinereus) is the only small shorebird with a long upcurved bill. It breeds along rivers 
and the shores of freshwater lakes in eastern Siberia. On migration to Australia, it is a bird of the coast, preferring 
large tidal flat systems where it frenetically forages with its head held low and neck outstretched picking prey, 
mostly small crabs, from the surface. 
 
Since late 2006 when QWSG’s banding team started fitting a green engraved leg flag (ELF) to Terek Sandpiper 
(Xenus cinereus), 83 individuals have been fitted with an ELF; all fitted in Moreton Bay except 8 fitted at sites in 
the Great Sandy Strait.  
 
Prior to northern migration this year, QWSG’s leg flag database contained over 470 records of observations of 
read or, partially read, ELFs.  Of all of the birds fitted with an ELF, the only reports for overseas observations 
relate to 4 individuals, one in Japan (AM) and the others (AEX, CFA and CKC) in South Korea. 
 
AM, banded on 27 March 2007, aged 1+, was observed at Gan-No-Su on the northern coast of Kyushu, Japan 
on northern migration on 27 April 2008. When last observed on 26 January 2015 at Manly, it would have been at 
least 8 years old. 
 
The first ELF reported from South Korea was AEX, banded on 3 March 2019, aged 1. AEX was observed at 
Aphae Island just off the south-west coast by Andreas Kim who has made a significant contribution to QWSG’s 
leg flag database over several years. Andreas observed AEX on 3 occasions, in August and September 2020. 
When last observed on 13 February 2022, AEX would have been 4 years old. 
 
Coincidentally, the other 2 individuals observed in South Korea, CFA and CKC were observed on 22 July 2022 at 
different sites on the south-east coast. Both were observed in Moreton Bay before northern migration this year, 
on 4 April (CKC) and 19 April (CFA). At those observation dates, CKC would have been 3 years old having been 
banded as a young bird while CFA, banded as an adult in 2020, would have been at least 5 years old.  
 
Showing fidelity to their non-breeding grounds, the overwhelming majority of observations of the other ELFs have 
been at sites in Moreton Bay, Queensland, mostly at the banding site or nearby. Only one of the ELFs fitted in the 
Great Sandy Strait has been reported. DKU, banded at Maaroom on 25 February, 2023, has been observed once 
only at the banding site on 31 October 2023.  
 
The oldest known individual is HD which has been observed over 50 times in Moreton Bay. HD was seen on 8 
April this year shortly before its expected departure on northern migration to the breeding grounds. The following 
table contains a selection of long-lived individuals known from banding data: 
 

ELF Date Banded Age at Date Banded Date Last 
Observed 

Age at Last 
Observation 

CY 7 Mar 2008 1+ 28 Feb 2015 7+ years 

EE 3 Apr 2011 2 2 Apr 2016 7+ years 

ACU 13 Jan 2013 1+ 7 Mar 2019 7+ years 

AM 27 Mar 2007 1+ 26 Jan 2015 8+ years 

DX 3 Apr 2011 2 2 Oct 2018 8+ years 

AV 26 Oct 2007 1+ 2 Apr 2016 9+ years 

AHC (originally NA) 30 Oct 2010 2+ 6 Mar 2023 14+ years 

HD 3 Apr 2011 2+ 8 Apr 2024 15+ years 

  

https://www.facebook.com/QueenslandWaderStudyGroup/
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Of course, it is likely some individuals lived beyond the last known observation dates, merely not being 
observed. Further, an observation may have gone unreported because the observer was unable to read the 
ELF or the ELF may simply has fallen off. 
 
I thank those who report their observations of leg flags and so make a valuable contribution to the conservation 
of shorebirds. 
 

 
Map showing overseas observation sites 

 

 
Terek Sandpiper HD showing its faded ELF. Photo: A Keates 
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A message to all AWSG Members from the Chair 
 
I will end my term as Chair of AWSG at the end of June after 29 years involvement with Birds Australia, AWSG 
and BirdLife Australia.  It has been a time that has seen much progress in the efforts of both AWSG and BirdLife 
Australia to conserve and protect Australia birds and their habitat.  It has been a privilege to be part of these 
efforts. 
 
In a brief retrospective of my 16 years as a committee member and 6 years as Chair of AWSG, it has been a 
challenging but very rewarding time.  Like many organisations, AWSG was significantly impacted by the COVID 
pandemic which put on hold many of our important activities.  However, post COVID, AWSG has resumed many 
of its deferred activities with renewed commitment. 
 

Communications 
For a variety of institutional reasons we have not been able to communicate with the AWSG membership very 
effectively over the last 12-18 months.  We are working with BirdLife Australia to overcome the problems 
experienced and improve our communication with AWSG members to enable much greater and more regular 
communication. 
 
We have also encountered a number of problems this year in the production of our journal Stilt and newsletter 
Tattler which provide valuable information about migratory waders. We are working on resolving these issues as 
we appreciate the loss of communication to members on shorebird research and activities that these both provide. 
 

A brief look at current and forthcoming AWSG activities and achievements 
One of our major activities, the NW Western Australia Shorebird and Tern Expedition, has now returned to its 
annual February program of 2-3 weeks of leg flagging, banding and attaching satellite transmitters on migratory 
shorebirds.  Robert Bush, Roz Jessop, Prue Wright and Tegan Douglas are the AWSG leaders of the expedition 
and I have included at Annex A the dates and times for the 2025 Expedition.  A report of the 2023 Expedition will 
be made available through Stilt. 
 
AWSG and BirdLife Australia also collaborated in 2023 on a new shorebird project at Exmouth Gulf in WA to 
monitor and assess shorebird populations and species in this area.  Further action on this project is expected to 
continue. AWSG members Robert Bush, Roz Jessop, and Tegan Douglas worked with Jeremy Ringma and other 
volunteers in this project. 
 
Work has continued on the Monitoring Yellow Sea Migrants in Australia (MYSMA) in NW Western Australia as 
this is one of the long-term AWSG survey counts of migratory shorebirds in their most important non-breeding 
area in the Flyway.  Danny Rogers and Chris Hassell have led the surveys over a number of years and the data 
collected is invaluable in providing information on shorebird populations and trends. 
 
As part of the National Shorebird Monitoring Program (formerly Shorebirds 2020), AWSG and BirdLife Australia 
conduct regular shorebird counts nationally and the data from these counts is included in the AWSG database.  
This is one of the really important monitoring programs that provides vital information about shorebird populations 
and trends around Australia. 
 
We were very fortunate to receive significant funding from Kate Gorringe-Smith’s “Overwintering Art” project that 
enabled an AWSG project using 5 satellite transmitters to track the migration of Oriental Pratincole on their return 
migration from NW WA.  Grace Maglio has been conducting this research project and has also been active in 
seeking information from landowners in northern Australia about sightings of Oriental Pratincole.  Information on 
the project will also be made available once collated. 
 
Dr Birgita Hansen is the National Coordinator of the Latham’s Snipe project that is determining population sizes 
and trends together with important staging sites, key migration routes and habitats in Australia.  Substantial work 
has been done to monitor the movements of Latham’s Snipe to determine their priority sites when in Australia and 
what are their migratory pathways.  A PhD student has also been conducting research into the migratory pathways 
of Latham’s Snipe as part of the project. 
 
Another long-standing project is the geolocator program conducted by AWSG and VWSG over 13 years in SE 
Australia, especially King Island.  Ruddy Turnstone are the targeted species with over 900 loggers deployed on 
them.  The outcomes of the program have provided a more detailed understanding of migration timing and routes, 
breeding locations and the impacts of climate change and habitat changes. 
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International Engagement 
AWSG is a founding Partner of the East Asian – Australasian Flyway Partnership (EAAFP).  We have attended 
all Meetings of the Partners since the launch of the EAAFP in 2006 and have engaged actively in the Management 
Committee (as a representative of the International NGOS), in the CEPA Working Group, and in the Finance 
Committee of the Partnership.  The most recent Meeting of the Partners was in Brisbane, Australia in 2023, hosted 
by the Australian Government and BirdLife Australia.  The next Meeting of the Partners will be in 2025 in the 
Philippines. 
 
AWSG also supports the Global Flyway Network through Chris Hassell and his work with the GEF, especially in 
working with Chinese volunteers in shorebird counts in Bohai Bay, China. 
 

Advocacy Role 
As a Special Interest Group of BirdLife Australia, AWSG contributes to numerous development proposals that 
affect and may impact on shorebirds. Working with the SA Friends of Shorebirds South East (FOSSE), AWSG 
provided expert advice on a beachwrack harvesting proposal that would have affected significant areas of the SA 
coastline and impacted on a number of migratory shorebirds, particularly Sanderling and Ruddy Turnstone.  The 
input by AWSG and FOSSE resulted in substantial changes to the proposal to the benefit of the shorebirds. 
 
As part of its shorebird advocacy role, AWSG worked with BirdLife Australia and the QWSG to represent to the 
Commonwealth Government the importance of not allowing the development at Toondah Wetlands, which is part 
of the Moreton Bay Ramsar site of international importance.  Toondah wetlands are used by the critically 
endangered Far Eastern Curlew and other shorebird species.  The efforts by all were successful in preventing the 
development proposal from proceeding. 
 

Data Management 
The establishment of Birdmark by Professor Marcel Klaassen of Deakin University has been a great achievement 
in bringing together years-long shorebird data held by AWSG, VWSG and QWSG.  Birdmark has been designed 
to record resightings of colour-marked waders in the Flyway and provides an enormously valuable resource of 
information on shorebirds.  It will assist in advancing management and reporting on leg flag sightings and supports 
multiple different languages.  We are very grateful to Professor Klaassen and Deakin University for this major 
achievement. 
 

New AWSG Committee 
The new AWSG Committee will start operation on 1 July and Robert Bush will take over as Chair. The new 
committee will comprise: 

Chair – Robert Bush 
Vice Chair and Secretary – Dr Birgita Hansen 
Treasurer – position to be filled 
Chair Scientific Committee – Dr Danny Roger 
Editor Stilt – Inka Veltheim 
Editor Tattler – Phil Straw 
Conservation Officer – Doug Watkins 
Committee Members – Dr Roz Jessop, Chris Hassell, Teagan Douglas, Grace Maglio 
BirdLife Australia representatives – To be confirmed  
NZ Representative – Adrian Riegen 

 
Once the issues relating to communication capacity are resolved, the new Chair will communicate with the 
membership early in July to build a better and more regular communication stream with our membership. 
 
I extend my particular thanks to the AWSG Committee for its support over the years and for its ongoing active 
and effective contribution to the work of AWSG and the conservation of shorebirds.  I wish the new committee all 
the best in its ongoing and new work.  
 
I encourage all members to continue to engage with AWSG activities and also encourage others who are keen to 
engage with work on shorebirds to join AWSG.  We value our member base and want to build on it so that we can 
all work to protect our wonderful shorebirds and their habitats. 
 
Alison Russell-French OAM 
Chair 
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New World Heritage Sites in China Help Migratory Birds 
BirdLife30 July 2024 
 

 
Bar-tailed Godwits and Great Knot in mudflat 

 
The UNESCO World Heritage Committee has designated 5 additional World Heritage sites along the coast of the 
Yellow Sea-Gulf of Bohai, helping migratory waterbirds across the continent. 
 
Staring out towards the sea, a wall of shorebirds suddenly lifts up from the shallow muddy surface. Together, the 
birds move gracefully as a flock. There are few places elsewhere in East Asia that you can see this sheer number 
of migratory shorebirds gathered in one location. These are the newly designated UNESCO World Heritage 
migratory bird sanctuaries of the Yellow Sea-Gulf of Bohai in China. 
 
Dr. Ding Li Yong, the Regional Flyways Coordinator in Asia recounts a recent trip to these very sites, “I was able 
to visit Dandong Yalu River Estuary a few years ago, and I was blown away by the huge congregations of 
migratory shorebirds swirling around the mudflats. I recall seeing around 50,000 Great Knots, easily!” 
 
On 26 July, 2024, five of these extraordinary migratory bird sanctuaries were awarded the designation as 
UNESCO World Heritage Sites. This prestigious recognition showcases the critical importance of these wetland 
habitats for migratory birds in the East Asian-Australasian Flyway (EAAF). 
 
“The coastal wetlands of the Yellow Sea are at the heart of the East Asian-Australasian Flyway (EAAF). That is 
why it is such good news that China is continuing to move to protect the most important coastal wetlands for birds 
and for people.  Although there is still much to do to secure the future of migratory shorebirds in the EAAF, this is 
a major step forward and will undoubtedly inspire others to follow suit.  After all, the migratory birds using the 
Yellow Sea represent shared natural heritage and, with that, comes a shared responsibility to protect them and 
the places they need” – Terry Townshend, Fellow of the Paulson Institute and Member of the BirdLife 
International Global Advisory Group 
 
Every spring and autumn, millions of birds migrate along the EAAF from the northern reaches of Russia, across 
the continent of Asia, all the way down to Australia and New Zealand. Birds such as the Critically Endangered 
Spoon-billed Sandpiper and Siberian Crane, and Endangered Far Eastern Curlew stop in these Yellow Sea 
wetlands to rest and fuel up for their long journeys. 
 
Throughout the flyway, large wetland sites like these intertidal flats and salt marshes are quickly disappearing. 
Development and sea level rise squeeze the wetlands at both ends. This makes it difficult for birds to find food 
and rest throughout their journeys. These UNESCO designated sites along the Yellow Sea, will help ensure that 
species can safely make it to their destinations. 
 
BirdLife International warmly welcomes the inscription of these sites for migratory waterbirds. Together with the 
Asian Development Bank and the East Asian-Australasian Flyway Partnership, BirdLife has been working to raise 
the profile for conservation management of these sites as key locations in the Regional Flyway Initiative (RFI). 
This Initiative aims to protect ecologically connected wetlands across the continent, that are important for birds 
and people, using innovative finance and conservation techniques. 
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Aside from feeding millions of migratory birds, the diverse wetlands around the Yellow Sea are extremely valuable 
to people. A 2023 Yellow Sea situation analysis, compiled with support from BirdLife International, highlights this 
value, ‘Tidal wetlands in the Yellow Sea are of immense value to human communities, providing billions of dollars 
per year in ecosystem services, including blue carbon sequestration, and buffering one of the most densely 
populated coastal areas in the world from the impacts of storms and sea-level rise.’ 
 
These five newly listed Migratory Bird Sanctuaries are the Phase II extension of the existing Yellow Sea-Gulf of 
Bohai (Phase I) World Heritage Sites that were listed in 2019. This continued effort showcases the commitment 
of the Chinese government to protecting important wetlands both for migratory birds, and the communities living 
around them. 
 
BirdLife recognises this timely contribution to China’s long-term plans to protect its wetland ecosystems, 
 

 
Bar-tailed Godwits taking flight in Liaoning. Photo from Ding Li Yong 

 
“The designation of 5 new World Heritage Sites is wonderful news for migratory birds as it will enhance both their 
profile and protection.  More than that, these sites will help in the fight against climate change as the sites will lock 
of up more carbon, while also providing essential services for people.  Congratulations to China, and all those 
that have worked so hard to secure these designations, reinforcing the importance of the Yellow Sea for the whole 
of the East Asian-Australasian Flyway.” – Martin Harper, CEO, BirdLife International 
 

 
Critically Endangered Siberian Cranes are one of the many species that make use of these landscapes. 
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Beachgoers to be Asked to Continue Avoiding Shorebird Areas 
STEELE TAYLOR23 JUNE 2024 
 

 
Dog walkers at North Shore have been urged to keep their dogs under control when they're near shorebird 

areas. 
 
Sunshine Coast Council will continue to urge beachgoers to avoid some areas, including at a popular dog beach, 
amid efforts to protect shorebirds.  Council erected signs in sections of off-leash areas at North Shore, Maroochy 
River and Pumicestone Passage during a trial to advise people about resident and migratory birds from October 
to April.  The signs urged people to keep their dogs under control, stay away from certain places and to take 
rubbish home. The signs also included maps of the shorebirds’ feeding and roosting areas. 
 
Some beachgoers and owners of dogs expressed their frustrations at the signs at North Shore, soon 
after restrictions were imposed at dog-walking haven Point Cartwright. 
 
The trial ended a month ago and the signs have since been taken down but they will be reinstalled next migration 
season, and potentially during future migration seasons, as part of the council’s continued push to protect the 
birds.  A council spokesperson said the awareness campaign should ultimately provide resident shorebirds with 
more peace and migratory shorebirds with space to recover from 10,000km flights from the Arctic. 
 

 
Red-capped plovers have been observed at North Shore. Picture: Shutterstock 

 
“We hope that, through continued education over time, we will see increases in numbers of shorebirds utilising 
(those areas) as awareness and behaviour around shorebirds changes,” they said. 
 
Council observed several species of shorebirds at North Shore and Maroochy River during the trial. They saw 
red-capped plovers nesting, including the hatching of at least two chicks, far eastern curlews, whimbrels and 
bar-tailed godwits. Pied and sooty oystercatchers were seen near Pincushion Island. 
  

https://www.sunshinecoastnews.com.au/author/staylor/
https://www.sunshinecoastnews.com.au/2023/12/28/bird-alert-dog-walkers-advised-to-avoid-sections-of-off-leash-beach/
https://www.sunshinecoastnews.com.au/2023/12/16/new-rules-for-dog-owners-at-popular-point/
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Council staff carried out a social survey on site at various times before and after signage installation, as well as 
in the week leading up to the removal of the signs, to determine whether the signage had an impact but the 
information is yet to be studied. 
 
“Analysis of the results of the social survey will shed some light as to whether community behaviour is 
changing,” the spokesperson said, before suggesting the campaign would resume in a few months. 
 

 
One of the signs that was on the beach. 

 
“Council anticipates the signage (at North Shore and at beach accesses and boat ramps at Maroochy River and 
Pumicestone Passage) will be reinstalled when our migratory visitors return in October.” The campaign could 
even be expanded.  “Council is in the early stages of reviewing its existing Shorebird Conservation Action Plan 
and similar initiatives may come about as actions of the next iteration of this plan,” the spokesperson said. 
 
The signs were initially installed after the Understanding Visitors to Maroochy North Shore survey in 2022. More 
than 2000 people took part in it, and a consequent report was undertaken by the University of Queensland for 
the council. 
 
The report stated that human-wildlife interactions at North Shore could have a negative impact on shoreline 
biodiversity, and that disturbances from the dog off-leash area had become too great in recent years, with some 
birds no longer roosting on the spit. 
 
The report said some beachgoers did not want restrictions to areas and that more awareness and information 
was required to implement change. 
 

 
Pied oystercatchers were seen near Pincushion Island. Picture: Shutterstock  
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Dog owners were encouraged to steer clear of some areas of North Shore. 
 
There were mixed reactions to the signage by pet owners on social media. 
 
“It’s getting harder to give our dogs quality of life,” one said on the La Balsa Bow Wows group. 
 
“I love taking my dog to the beach but not if it’s affecting shorebird populations,” another said on the Sunshine 
Coast Bow Wows group. 
 
“The watercraft are used all along the river and the beach area. They are a bigger problem than all the dogs put 
together,” another said. 
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Meanwhile, the council spokesperson said beachgoers were encouraged to also be aware of winter and 
resident shorebirds. 
 
“While the majority of our avian summer visitors have left for the season, the migratory double-banded plover 
from New Zealand is still present on our coast between April and July, along with our resident shorebirds,” they 
said. 
 

 
Signs at the entrance to beaches includes advice to keep dogs under control and avoid known shorebird areas. 
 
“It is still important to be mindful around our birds: making sure to observe them from a distance; choosing a 
location away from the birds for your activities; keeping your pets under control; and taking your rubbish home.” 

 
 
 

 
Eurasian Curlew Picture by Yves Adams 
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BirdLife Migratory Bird of the Month: Eurasian Curlew 
26 July 2024 
 

 
The Eurasian Curlew is famous for its long, downward-curving, slender bill and bubbling ‘cur lee’ call. Despite 
popularity around the world, his long migratory journey is filled with dangers. 
 

Key info 
Latin name: Numenius Arquata  
IUCN status: Near Threatened1  
Global population: The global population is estimated to number 835,000-1,310,000 individuals. The European 
 population is estimated at 212,000-292,000 pairs, which equates to 425,000-584,000 mature 
 individuals.2   
Migration Routes: African-Eurasian flyway, Central Asian Flyway, East Asian Australasian Flyway   
 

Description   
Wingspan: 89–106 cm  
Life span: Up to 20 years  
Distinct features: Large, long-legged wader with a long, downward-curving bill and mottled brown plumage.  
Favourite food: small invertebrates such as insects, worms, crustaceans, molluscs 
Top Speed: Up to 80 km/h3  
Habitat: Wetlands and areas with wet soil, like coastal mudflats, marshes, and wet grassland.  
 

Flight for Survival 
With its down-curved bill, long greyish-blue legs and an unmistakable call: you can’t miss the European Curlew. 
In the autumn and winter, you will most likely find Europe’s largest wading bird on estuaries. In the spring and 
summer instead, you’ll spot them on heathlands, during their migration to upland breeding grounds. The Curlew 
is a remarkable long-distance migrant, travelling along the East Atlantic Flyway. They winter along the Atlantic 
coast from North Africa to the North Sea, and in breeding season, they span regions from Spain and Ireland to 
the Ural Mountains and up to the Arctic Circle. 
 
However, the Eurasian Curlew faces growing threats. Habitat loss and fragmentation driven by afforestation 
(planting trees where none recently existed) and urbanization pose major challenges. Agricultural developments, 
especially intensive grassland management, wetland drainage, and the conversion of moorlands, further 
exacerbate the problem. In frequently mowed grasslands, predators can easily hunt curlew nests and chicks due 
to limited cover. Conversely, when farmland is abandoned, the resulting increase in vegetation height makes 
those areas unsuitable for nesting. 
 
Climate change poses another significant threat to this species, with extreme rainfall patterns predicted to have 
major negative impacts. Additionally, disturbances from construction work, pollution, and various human activities 
further threaten curlew populations. Hunting and poaching continue to impact local populations, adding to the 
myriad of challenges this species faces. 
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BirdLife’s work 
The BirdLife Partnership launched the East Atlantic Flyway Initiative (EAFI) to monitor bird populations and their 
habitats, identify conservation priorities, and bolster conservation efforts along this flyway. You can explore 
various conservation projects dedicated to protecting this magnificent bird through EAFI’s Interactive Mapping 
Tool. 
 
Our Partner in the UK, the Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB), coordinates the “Curlews in crisis” 
project. This four-year LIFE Nature project, launched in 2020, aims to stabilise curlew breeding populations 
across five priority landscapes in the UK by improving breeding habitat conditions. 
 
France is the only country in Europe where until a couple of years ago, the Eurasian Curlew was still actively 
[WB1] hunted. Although the hunting ban has been in place for several years due to curlew’s poor conservation 
status, it is set to expire on July 30, 2024. Our French Partner, Ligue pour la Protection des Oiseaux (LPO), has 
been working tirelessly to extend this protection. . 
 

Interesting facts 
Unique call 
The Eurasian Curlew is renowned for its distinctive call, a series of bubbling, liquid notes. Often heard during the 
breeding season, this melodious call is essential for communication and territory territory, making it a signature 
feature of the curlew’s behaviour. 
https://youtu.be/aD6wJybdCeM 
 
A Saint’s protection 
World Curlew Day has been celebrated annually since the 21st of April, 2017. The date coincides with the feast 
of St. Beuno, the patron saint of curlews. According to legend, St. Beuno, a seventh-century Welsh abbot, 
prayed for divine protection of the curlew, after one of the birds retrieved his book of sermons from the sea and 
safely brought it back to land.  St. Beuno’s legacy continues to inspire curlew conservation today. 
 
Disappearing family 
The Numeniini tribe, which includes the Eurasian Curlew, consists of 13 wader species, seven currently 
classified as “Near Threatened” or “Globally Threatened” on the IUCN Red List.  Even more alarming, two 
species are presumed extinct. 150 years ago, hundreds of thousands of Eskimo Curlews (Numenius borealis) 
migrated along the entire length of the American coastlines.  Today, the species is likely extinct, with no reliable 
sightings since 1987 and no confirmed sightings since 1963.  Similarly, the Slender-billed Curlew (Numenius 
tenuirostris) is now classified as ‘Critically Endangered’.  Despite efforts to locate them, there have been no 
reliable observations in the past 20 years. 
 

 
Eskimo Curlew by Archibald Thorburn (1860 – 1935)  
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Count Programme by Linda Cross 
 
The 2024 National Winter count was scheduled for 29 June. In total 75 sites (5 less than 2023) were counted.  Of 
the 75 sites surveyed, 24 were counted on the count day and 28 sites were surveyed within 2 days either side of 
the count day. Other counts took place at various times (1 on 9 June, 6 on 21 June, 4 on 9 July, 1 on 10 July and 
1 on 11 July).  Moreton Island counts (10 sites) took place on 22 July. 
 
Regrettably, 30 sites were not counted. The counts produced a total of 5,594 waders in the first table and an 
additional 1,081 in the second table. 
 
In the table below are the results for the National Winter count.  Species are listed as per IOC checklist.  
 

Species FNQ CQ GSS SC NMB CMB SMB GC/ TH Totals 24 Totals 23 

Beach Stone-curlew 1 - 3 4 - - - 1 9 8 

Bush Stone-curlew 3 - - - - - - - 3 - 

Pied Oystercatcher 6 5 24 20 19 55 156 5 290 353 

Sooty Oystercatcher - - - 1 - 2 - - 3 1 

Pied Stilt 22 95 54 80 596 1004 255 - 2106 3037 

Red-necked Avocet - - - - 6 28 - - 34 226 

Grey Plover - - - - - - - - - 6 

Pacific Golden Plover - 2 - 2 - - 14 - 18 101 

Black-fronted Dotterel 14 62 7 - 69 11 31 - 194 162 

Masked Lapwing 28 17 23 7 98 35 51 - 259 291 

Red-kneed Dotterel - - 4 - - - - - 4 7 

Siberian Sand Plover - 5 - - - 250 - - 255 128 

Greater Sand Plover - - - - - - - - - 8 

Double-banded Plover - - 6 19 2 34 57 38 156 180 

Red-capped Plover 5 160 40 14 14 211 34 - 478 1066 

Comb-crested Jacana - - 32 - 2 - - - 34 26 

Eurasian Whimbrel 11 1 1 8 56 1 106 17 201 343 

Far Eastern Curlew 6 1 8 - 63 50 22 4 154 397 

Bar-tailed Godwit 13 36 - - 105 308 58 20 540 898 

Black-tailed Godwit - - - - - 2 - - 2 5 

Terek Sandpiper - - - - - - - - - 2 

Grey-tailed Tattler - 2 - - 14 - - - 16 317 

Marsh Sandpiper - - - - - - - - - 1 

Common Greenshank - - - - - - - - - 8 

Ruddy Turnstone - - - - - 5 - - 5 24 

Great Knot - - - - - - - - - 33 

Sharp-tailed Sandpiper - - - - - - - - - 6 

Curlew Sandpiper - - - - - 30 - - 30 382 

Red-necked Stint - 98 - - - 644 61 - 803 575 

Australian Pratincole - - - - - - - - - 6 

Total Wader Species 10 12 11 9 12 16 11 6 22 29 

Total Wader Numbers 109 484 202 155 1044 2670 845 85 5594 8597 

 
FNQ – Far North Queensland – Cairns and Cooktown (3 sites). (No counts for the Burdekin region) 
CQ – Central Queensland – Gladstone and Yeppoon (6 sites).  (No counts for Bundaberg or Mackay) 
GSS – Great Sandy Strait – Boonooroo and Hervey Bay (9 sites). (No counts for Tin Can Bay or Maaroom) 
SC – Sunshine Coast – Caloundra, Maroochydore and Noosa River (11 sites) 
NMB – North Moreton Bay – Redcliffe, Deception Bay, Bribie Island and Toorbul (19 sites) 
CMB – Central Moreton Bay – Port of Brisbane complex, Luggage Point, Kedron Brook and Pine River (4 sites) 
SMB – Southern Moreton Bay – Victoria Point, Thornlands, Cleveland, North Stradbroke Island, Wellington Point, 
Thorneside, Manly and Lytton (14 sites) 
GC/TH –Gold Coast (1 site). (No counts for Tweed Heads NSW). 
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It should be noted that there are 12 sub sites within the Port of Brisbane complex but recorded as 1 site in the 
above explanation. 
 
Lower numbers for some resident waders (stilts, avocets and Red-capped Plover) along with what could have 
been a significant number of birds for the Maaroom count in Great Sandy Strait that did not take place, have 
probably contributed to the reduced overall count. 
 
In the first table, 11 migratory (8 less than last year) and 11 resident (1 more than last year) species were recorded 
during the winter count with resident waders accounting for 61% (3,414) of the count.  Of those resident wader 
numbers, 62% were Pied Stilt and 14% were Red-capped Plover.  Migratory wader numbers were 39% (2,180) 
of the count with Red-necked Stint accounting for 37% of migratory species followed by Bar-tailed Godwit with 
37% and Siberian Sand Plover with 12%. Central Moreton Bay sites recorded 48% of the total winter count, 
followed by North Moreton Bay with 19% and South Moreton Bay with 15%. 
 

Species Totals 2024 Totals 2023 

Pied Oystercatcher 51 85 

Sooty Oystercatcher 3 - 

Masked Lapwing - 2 

Pacific Golden Plover - 4 

Grey Plover - 9 

Red-capped Plover 14 27 

Double-banded Plover 113 59 

Lesser Sand Plover 38 22 

Eurasian Whimbrel 3 25 

Far Eastern Curlew 46 48 

Bar-tailed Godwit 810 383 

Great Knot - 6 

Red Knot - 2 

Curlew Sandpiper - 7 

Red-necked Stint - 156 

Sanderling 3 7 

Grey-tailed Tattler - 11 

Common Greenshank - 2 

Total Wader Species 9 17 

Total Wader Numbers 1081 855 

In the table to the right are the results for the Moreton Island National Winter Count conducted on 22 July. Also 
included in the last column are the totals for the 2023 winter count for comparison. Unfortunately, St. Helena 
Island count did not take place. 
 
Migratory waders totalled 1,013 from 6 species (8 less than last year) and resident waders were 68 from 3 species 
(same as last year). Migratory waders accounted for 94% of the total Moreton Island count with Bar-tailed Godwit 
making up 75% followed by Double-banded Plover with 10%. 
 
It is with sadness that I report the passing of another long-time counter.  Virginia Ridgley passed away at the age 
of 92 on 30 May.  Virginia first started counting in October 2005 surveying the constructed Empire Point roost and 
then added Queens Esplanade Thorneside to her monthly count schedule. With the demise of Empire Point in 
2011, Virginia continued counting Queens Esplanade until her failing eyesight forced her to step down from the 
count programme in January 2021. However, Virginia continued to assist the new counter whenever she could 
and helped contribute 380 counts  
to the database. We send our condolences to her family. There is a VALE to Virginia further in this newsletter.   
 
As this issue of the newsletter arrives in your mailbox, most (if not all) Double-banded Plover will have left our 
shores and headed home to New Zealand for their breeding season. If you were lucky, you may have seen them 
in their near full breeding plumage before they left.  They were recorded at 18 sites during the last 4 months with 
the highest count coming from Dead Tree Beach Moreton Island (109) on 22.07.24 followed by Geoff Skinner 
Reserve (71) on 21.04.24, Wave Break sand island Gold Coast (38) on 11.07.24 and Port of Brisbane complex 
(34) on 30.06.24.  Counts between 10 and 20 were recorded at 4 sites and single digit numbers were recorded at 
9 sites.  
 
It is evident from counts that some resident waders (stilts and Black-fronted Dotterel in particular) have returned 
to the coast during the last few months.  Red-necked Avocet, Red-kneed Dotterel, along with ducks, cormorants, 
egrets and herons have been increasing on counts for the last couple of months and many records appear in the 
‘Interesting Sightings’ further in this newsletter.  
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Pied Stilt was recorded at 41 sites from April to July with the highest count recorded at Port of Brisbane (559) on 
30.06.24, followed by Toorbul sites (478) on 28.07.24, Lytton Claypan No.1 (470) on 06.04.24, Gregory Road 
Hays Inlet (375) on 25.05.27, Luggage Point (340) on 30.06.24, Coolum Parade Wetlands Newport (339) on 
19.04.24, Redcliffe Airport northside (322) on 19.04.24 and Maaroom (238) on 25.05.24. Three sites recorded 
between 100 to 200 birds and the remaining sites less than 100. I have also extracted juvenile records for this 
species and placed them in the table below. 
 
 

Site Date Flock size Juveniles in flock 

Manly Harbour 04.04.24 104 2 

Manly Harbour 06.04.24 75 3 

Kakadu Beach Bribie Island 07.04.24 110 1 

Manly Harbour 08.04.24 90 2 

Manly Harbour 11.04.24 110 2 

Manly Harbour 19.04.24 94 4 

Kakadu Beach Bribie Island 21.04.24 38 3 

Manly Harbour 23.04.24 95 4 

Kakadu Beach Bribie Island 28.04.24 58 several 

Manly Harbour 01.05.24 32 2 

Manly Harbour 07.05.24 22 1 

Godwin Beach 12.05.24 91 4 

Manly Harbour 21.05.24 67 2 

Pine Rivers Wetland Reserve 25.05.24 22 10 

Manly Harbour 27.05.24 78 1 

Manly Harbour 04.06.24 74 1 

Toorbul 1 km north 30.06.24 10 1 

Port of Brisbane complex 28.07.24 29 8 

  
Thank you to the counters who took the time to check and record juvenile birds. 
 
Black-fronted Dotterel was recorded at 18 sites with the highest count recorded at Bermuda Avenue Deception 
Bay (44) on 29.06.24 followed by Queensland Aluminium Limited Gladstone (40) on 03.07.24, King Street mudflat 
Thornlands (31) on 29.06.24, Redcliffe Airport northside (26) on 19.04.24 and Lytton (23) on 27.07.24. Of the 
remaining 13 sites, 5 recorded between 10 and 20 birds while the remainder recorded less than 10. 
 
A vagrant Hudsonian Godwit made an appearance in North Moreton Bay during May and was recorded at one of 
the count sites in the area on 25.05.24 and 27.07.24. 
 
In the July counts there are signs of Far Eastern Curlew arriving back on our shores from their southward migration 
with counts from Port of Brisbane complex (179) on 28.07.24, Boonooroo (152) on 25.07.24, Toorbul (146) on 
28.07.24 and Geoff Skinner Reserve (95) on 27.07.24.  Several other sites recorded the species in smaller 
numbers during the late July count. 
 
Other species noted by counters during the late July count as possible early arrivals (in very small numbers) 
included Greater Sand Plover, Marsh Sandpiper, Great Knot and Red Knot.   
 
With the imminent arrival of birds on the southward migration, I wish to remind all counters to look for leg flags.  
In particular, the combination of coloured bands with a flag on Bar-tailed Godwit that may stop on our shores 
before they head across to New Zealand.  You might also like to look for juvenile birds and record them on your 
counts. 
 

Extracts from the winter months (April, May, June) and July counts for migratory 
species appear below.  
 
Grey Plover: Boonooroo (7) on 27.05.24 
Pacific Golden Plover: Manly Harbour (78) on 06.04.24 
Siberian Sand Plover: Manly Harbour 280) on 06.04.24 and Port of Brisbane complex (250) on 30.06.24 
Greater Sand Plover: Boonooroo (5) on 23.04.24 
Eurasian Whimbrel: Lytton Claypan No.1 (196) on 11.04.24, Gregory Road Hays Inlet (148) on 25.05.24, 
Far Eastern Curlew: Kakadu Beach Bribie Island (63) on 09.06.24, Maaroom (47) on 25.05.24, Port of Brisbane 
 complex (37) on 26.05.24 and Gregory Road Hays Inlet (20) on 20.04.24 
Bar-tailed Godwit: Reeder’s Point Moreton Island (810) on 22.07.24, Lytton Claypan No.1 (636) on 06.04.24, Port 
 of Brisbane complex (618) on 28.07.24 and Kakadu Beach Bribie Island (412) on 21.04.24  
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Black-tailed Godwit: Lytton Claypan No.1 (33) on 20.04.24 and Luggage Point (2) on 30.06.24 
Terek Sandpiper: Manly Harbour (51) on 08.04.24 and Kinka Beach (12) on 20.04.24 
Grey-tailed Tattler: Manly Harbour (906) on 23.04.24, Reeder’s Point Moreton Island (408) on 24.04.24 and 
 Godwin Beach (385) on 07.04.24 
Wandering Tattler: Manly Harbour (1) on 19.04.24 
Marsh Sandpiper: Redcliffe Airport northside (7) on 19.04.24 
Common Greenshank: Manly Harbour (12) on 11.04.24 
Ruddy Turnstone: Manly Harbour (58) on 06.04.24 and Coolum Parade Wetlands Newport (17) on 09.04.24 
Great Knot: Boonooroo (81) on 23.04.24 and Gregory Road Hays Inlet (59) on 20.04.24 
Red Knot: Maaroom (6) on 25.05.24, Gregory Road Hays Inlet (3) on 25.05.24, Lytton Claypan No. (1) on 20.04.24 
 and Manly Harbour (1) on 23.04.24 
Sharp-tailed Sandpiper: Gregory Road Hays Inlet (280) on 20.04.24 and Lytton Claypan No.1 (106) on 20.04.24 
Curlew Sandpiper: Lytton Claypan No.1 (234) on 11.04.24 and Gregory Road Hays Inlet (43) on 20.04.24 
Red-necked Stint: Port of Brisbane complex (953) on 26.05.24 and (637) on 30.06.24, Manly Harbour (280) on 
 04.04.24 and Gregory Road Hays Inlet (c250) on 20.04.24 
Sanderling: Mirapool Beach Moreton Island (2) on 24.04.24, Dead Tree Beach Moreton Island (2) on 22.07.24 
 and Reeder’s Point Moreton Island (1) on 22.07.24. 
 

Breeding records – resident waders: 
Pied Oystercatcher: Scarborough to Clontarf (possible nesting pair) on 29.07.24 
Pied Stilt: Manly Harbour: (2 downy chicks) on 04.04.24, (2 downy chicks) on 06.04.24 and (1 downy chick) on 
 08.04.24.  Kedron Brook Wetlands (many sitting on nests) on 30.06.24 and 28.07.24 
Masked Lapwing: King Street mudflat Thornlands (1 chick with adult) on 20.04.24 
Red-capped Plover: Port of Brisbane complex (1 runner) on 26.05.24. Queensland Aluminium Limited Gladstone 
 (2 adults with 2 chicks and an adult sitting on a nest) on 19.07.24 
 
Thank you to the counters who took the time to record breeding records for resident waders. 
 
Counters not entering their counts online, please continue to send them to me at my email or postal address as 
follows:  xenus69@bigpond.com 
Snail mail:  40 Thompson Road, Bellmere. Qld 4510    Phone:  5495 2758 Mobile:  0490 080 340 
 
A reminder that Leg flag sightings must not be entered online during count entry. Please note that you can now 
enter flagged and banded sightings on the new website. If you prefer, you can email sightings to Jon Coleman 
(email address legflags@waders.org.au . You can also contact Jon, Phil or me for the Leg Flag Observation 
Report Form. 
 
Happy counting. 
Linda Cross. 
 

Interesting resident wader sightings  
Beach Stone-curlew: During the last 4 months Pont Veron Hervey Bay, Noosa River mouth sandbanks and 
 Kakadu Beach Bribie Island each recorded 3 birds. Sandbank No. 1 Caloundra and Buckley’s Hole 
 sandbar Bribie Island recorded 2 birds each.  Cairns Esplanade, Boonooroo, Maroochy River, Toorbul, 
 Caboolture River mouth, St. Helena Island and Wave Break sand island all recorded 1 bird. The 
 Caboolture River mouth record was only the third record for this species at the site.  Previous sightings 
 were in 2014. 
Bush Stone-curlew: Endeavour River claypan Cooktown (7) on 22.04.24 
Pied Oystercatcher: Manly Harbour (144) on 06.04.24 and Dunwich North Stradbroke One Mile (82) on 29.06.24 
Sooty Oystercatcher: Reeder’s Point (3) on 22.07.24, Scarborough to Clontarf (3) on 09.04.24, Maroochy River 
 northshore (2) on 26.07.24, Port of Brisbane complex (2) on 30.06.24, Manly Harbour (2) on 03.05.24 
 and St. Helena Island north (1) on 29.04.24 
Red-necked Avocet: Port of Brisbane (28) on 28.07.24 and Coolum Parade Wetlands Newport (18) on 27.07.24  
Masked Lapwing: Redcliffe Airport northside (39) on 28.06.24 and Cairns Esplanade (36) on 20.04.24 
Red-kneed Dotterel: Garnet’s Lagoons Susan River (4) on 29.06.24 and Kedron Brook Wetlands (1) on 28.07.24 
Red-capped Plover: Port of Brisbane complex (197) on 26.05.24, Queensland Aluminium Limited Gladstone (120) 
 on 19.07.24, Gregory Road Hays Inlet (85) on 20.04.24, Pine Rivers Wetland Reserve (80) on 29.06.24, 
 Port of Brisbane complex (73) on 28.07.24 and O’Regan’s Creek westside Hervey Bay (66) on 20.04.24.  
 A few other sites recorded between 20 and 30 birds through the winter months. 
Comb-crested Jacana: Garnet’s Lagoon Susan River (32) on 29.06.24, Buckley’s Hole Bribie Island (2) on 
 29.06.24 and Comber’s Paddock Boonooroo (1 juvenile) on 25.07.24 
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Not waders but of interest anyway  
Plumed Whistling Duck: Boonooroo (37) on 23.04.24 
Wandering Whistling Duck: Endeavour River claypan Cooktown (2) on 22.04.24 and Garnet’s Lagoons Susan 
 River (10) on 29.06.24 
Black Swan: Kinka Wetlands Yeppoon (110) on 29.06.24 and Port of Brisbane complex (84) on 28.07.24 
Radjah Shelduck: Kinka Wetlands Yeppoon (1) on 29.06.24 
Cotton Pygmy Goose: Kinka Wetlands Yeppoon (5) on 27.07.24 
Australian Shoveler: Garnet’s Lagoon Susan River (10) on 27.07.24 
Pacific Black Duck: Port of Brisbane complex (203) on 28.07.24  
Grey Teal: Queensland Aluminium Limited Gladstone (247) on 19.07.24 
Chestnut Teal: Port of Brisbane complex (263) on 28.07.24 
Hardhead: Garnet’s Lagoons Susan River (104) on 29.06.24 and Port of Brisbane complex (103) on 28.07.24 
Buff-banded Rail: Maaroom (2) on 25.05.24, Boonooroo (2) on 25.07.24 and Queensland Aluminium Limited 
 Gladstone (1) on 03.07.24 
Dusky Moorhen: Port of Brisbane complex (79) on 28.07.24 
Eurasian Coot: Garnet’s Lagoons Susan River (72) on 27.07.24 and Port of Brisbane complex (61 – including one 
 on a nest) on 28.07.24 
Australasian Swamphen: Garnet’s Lagoons Susan River (75) on 29.06.24 
Spotless Crake: Buckley’s Hole Bribie Island (2) on 02.06.24 
Australasian Grebe: Garnet’s Lagoons Susan River (53) on 27.07.24 and (49) on 29.06.24 
Little Tern: O’Regan’s Creek westside Hervey Bay (20) on 27.07.24 
Gull-billed Tern (race affinis): Maroochy River Nojoor Road (1) on 27.06.24 
Caspian Tern: Queensland Aluminium Limited Gladstone (59) on 19.04.24 
Australian Tern: Port of Brisbane complex (179) on 30.06.24, Queensland Aluminium Limited Gladstone (168) on 
 19.07.24, Reeder’s Point Moreton Island (140) on 22.07.24, Geoff Skinner Reserve (124) on 27.07.24, 
 Cairns Esplanade (123) on 29.07.24 and Boonooroo (105) on 29.06.24, 
Common Tern: Maroochy River sand bar (26) on 27.04.24 
Lesser Crested Tern: Amity Point sandbank (29) on 24.04.24, Manly Harbour (7) on 11.04.24 and 27.07.24  
Greater Crested Tern: Amity Point sandbank (540) on 24.04.24, Noosa River mouth sandbanks (530) on 29.04.24 
 and Scarborough to Clontarf (496) on 24.05.24 
Silver Gull: Scarborough to Clontarf (402) on 24.05.24, Sandbank No.1 Caloundra (263) on 30.07.24 
Black-necked Stork: Deception Bay south (2 – adult and immature) on 20.04.24 and Queensland Aluminium 
 Limited (2) on 03.07.24.  Single birds were recorded at Caboolture River Mouth in April, Endeavour River 
 claypan Cooktown, Kinka Wetlands Yeppoon and Garnet’s Lagoons Susan River in June and Boonooroo 
 and Bishop’s Marsh Toorbul in July 
Australasian Gannet: Noosa River mouth sandbanks (2) on 11.06.24, Scarborough to Clontarf (2 offshore) on 
 28.06.24, Manly Harbour (2) on 27.07.24, Kakadu Beach Bribie island (1) on 27.07.24 and Wickham Point 
 (1) on 24.06.24 
Australasian Darter: Garnets Lagoons Susan River (22) on 29.06.24, Scarborough to Clontarf (20) on 29.07.24 
 and Port of Brisbane (18) on 26.05.24 
Little Pied Cormorant: Port of Brisbane complex (87) on 28.07.24 
Australian Pied Cormorant: Amity Point sandbank (700) on 22.07.24  
Little Black Cormorant: King Street Mudflat Thornlands (1,700 – flying over) on 29.06.24, Sandbank No.3 
 Caloundra (440) on 30.07.24, Port of Brisbane complex (389) on 30.06.24 
Australian White Ibis: Port of Brisbane complex (143) on 30.06.24, Redcliffe Airport northside (112) on 27.07.24 
 and Kedron Brook Wetlands (109) on 21.04.24 
Glossy Ibis: Kinka Wetlands Yeppoon (28) on 25.05.24 Garnets Lagoons Susan River (11) on 27.07.24, Kedron 
 Brook Wetlands (4) on 30.06.24, Bishop’s Marsh Toorbul (2) on 26.05.24 and Nathan Road Wetlands (2) 
 on 19.04.24 
Royal Spoonbill: Port of Brisbane complex (103) on 28.07.24, Beck Road Caloundra (12 includes 7 juvenile birds) 
 on 21.06.24 and Bermuda Avenue Deception Bay (1 – unusual at site) on 29.06.24 
Yellow-billed Spoonbill: Kinka Wetlands Yeppoon (1) on 25.05.24, 29.06.24 and 27.07.24, Garnets Lagoons 
 Susan River (1) on 29.06.24 and Bishop’s Marsh Toorbul (1) on 30.06.24 
Nankeen Night Heron: Cairns Esplanade (2) on 29.07.24 and Kedron Brook Wetlands (1) on 21.04.24 
Pacific Reef Heron: Wickham Point (3) on 17.04.24 
Little Egret: Port of Brisbane complex (24) on 26.05.24 
White-faced Heron: Geoff Skinner Reserve (44) on 27.07.24, Nandeebie Park Cleveland (38) on 24.05.24 and 
 Scarborough Marina (38) on 09.04.24 
White-necked Heron: Kinka Wetlands Yeppoon (2) on 27.07.24, Bishop’s Marsh Toorbul (1) on 30.06.24 and (1) 
 on 28.07.24 
Eastern Cattle Egret: Garnet’s Lagoons Susan River (149) on 27.07.24 and Kinka Wetlands Yeppoon (135) on 
 29.06.24 
Australian Pelican: Port of Brisbane complex (64) on 26.05.24 
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Black-shouldered Kite: Kedron Brook Wetlands (1) on 26.05.24 and Queensland Aluminium, Limited Gladstone 
 (1) on 03.07.24 
Brown Goshawk: Oregan’s Creek westside Hervey Bay (1) on 27.05.24, Luggage Point (1) on 30.06.24 and Port 
 of Brisbane complex (1) on 30.06.24 and (1) on 28.07.24 
Collared Sparrowhawk: Deception Bay south (2 – harassing Brahminy Kite) on 20.04.24 and Lytton Claypan No.1 
 (1) on 25.05.24 
Swamp Harrier: Kinka Wetlands Yeppoon, Garnet’s Lagoons Susan River, Bishop’s Marsh and Kedron Brook 
 Wetlands all recorded a single bird during May, June and July. 
Black Kite: Queensland Aluminium Limited Gladstone (1) on 03.07.24 and Sandbank No.1 Caloundra (1 – first 
 record for site) on 20.05.24 
Australian Hobby: Garnet’s Lagoon Susan River (2) on 29.06.24, Queensland Aluminium Limited Gladstone (2) 
 on 19.04.24 and Lytton Claypan No.1 (1) on 20.04.24 
Brown Falcon: Kinka Wetlands Yeppoon (1) on 25.05.24 
Peregrine Falcon: Manly Harbour (1) on 19.04.24. 
 
 

COUNTERS NEEDED 
 
The count programme is in desperate need of new counters for the following sites: 

Tweed Heads – a coordinator to take over from Erina Forrest, who due to family commitments is finding 
 it difficult to find the time to organise the counts.  Also needed are additional counters to help 2 
 other people surveying 7 sites in the area 
Tin Can Bay region – counter/s for Inskip Point, Cooloola roost and Norman Point 
Great Sandy Strait region – counters to help assist others doing counts 
Bundaberg – counter/s for sites in that area 
Mackay – counter/s for several sites in the region 
Townsville – counter/s for several sites in the region. 

 
There are many count sites from Tweed Heads to the Gulf of Carpentaria that need surveying.   If you can help, 
please contact me to discuss.  You don’t need to be an expert.  We are happy to give you as much help as  
 
possible.   
Linda Cross.  Count Coordinator.  Phone: 0490 080 340.  Email: xenus69@bigpond.com 
 
 
 

Wader ID Days 
Wader ID days Toorbul  
Wednesday 2 October 2024 at Toorbul 

2.06m high tide at 09:14 (half an hour later at Toorbul – 09:44).  

Meeting time 08:15 onwards. 

Thursday 31 October 2024 at Toorbul 

2.20m high tide at 08:45 (half an hour later at Toorbul – 09:15).  

Meeting time 08:00 onwards. 
 

All participants MUST REGISTER with the leaders in case ANY of these outings are cancelled.  Please supply 

name, phone number and email address.  This will enable the leaders to contact you if the outing is cancelled.  

In addition, because of the prevalence of Covid, RSV and influenza, please let the leaders know and do not 

attend if you have any of the symptoms of those illnesses or are feeling unwell. 

 

Take the Bruce Highway north from Brisbane to the Donnybrook/Toorbul exit. Turn off here and head east over 

the highway overpass.  Continue on this road to Toorbul.   Turn right at the T-junction then first left and then 

right, which brings you onto the Esplanade.  Follow this road to the end (approximately 2kms); we will be on the 

left. 

 

Bring water, food and a chair.  It is a good idea to have a hat, sunscreen and insect repellent.  Most importantly 

bring your binoculars or telescopes.  Hopefully we can provide the answers to all your questions. 

 

Please contact us if you have any questions.  Phil & Linda Cross 5495 2758.   Linda’s mobile: 0490 080 340 
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Shorebird ID Day - Manly Boat Harbour 
Saturday 23 November 2024 - meeting time 1500 

Meeting place: At the end of Davenport Dr, on the southern boundary of the Royal 
Queensland Yacht Squadron Clubhouse. 

 
To register for an outing, please send a text message to the leaders. 
 
Under the conditions of the access agreement for the roost, participants must wear enclosed footwear and are 
responsible for their own health and safety, including: 
• wearing protective clothing at all times (eg. hat, enclosed footwear, sunglasses) and using sunscreen 
• drinking water to avoid dehydration 
• using insect repellent if necessary 
• telling a leader about any health issues that may affect taking part in the field trip 
• if feeling unwell, or concerned about someone else being unwell, immediately telling a group leader or 
 another participant 
• immediately telling a group leader or another participant about any injury suffered (including a slip, trip, 
 fall and snake bite) or hazard that may cause injury to someone. 
 
Anyone who does not comply with these conditions will not be allowed to enter the site or asked to leave. 
 
In addition, because of the prevalence of Covid, RSV and influenza, please let the leaders know and do not 
attend if you have any of the symptoms of those illnesses or are feeling unwell. 
 
The gate will be locked after we enter the site and late arrivals will not be able to enter. 
 
Participation in this field trip is strictly limited to those whose registration with the leaders is confirmed by the 
leaders. 
 
Leaders: Arthur and Sheryl Keates 0490 951 661. 
 

 

Wader Watch by Jon Coleman 
 
Hi everyone,  
Welcome to wader watch. For the period May to early August. Over this period a total of 306 records were 
received with the breakdown of those records shown below.  
 

Green Leg Flag sightings seen in QLD 
A total of 70 records of green flagged shorebirds were recorded during this period, not unexpected when the 
majority of birds are still in the northern hemisphere. 
 

Green Leg Flag Sightings seen Overseas 
There was a concerted effort to record birds moving through the Geumgang estuary this year as evidenced by 
the number of records (230) shown below. 
Bar-tailed Godwit 

CZD – 28/03/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
FAF – 28/03/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
FDZ- 08/04/2024, Muan Tidal Flat, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
FFA – 24/03/2024, Jeju-do, Seongsan, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
JHJ- 28/04/2024, Muan Tidal Flat, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
AAM- 8/05/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
AMJ- 7/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
AMJ- 30/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
AMJ- 1/05/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
ANL- 9/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
APW- 25/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
APW- 27/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
ASR - 7/05/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
AVZ - 14/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
AVZ - 16/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
AVZ - 5/05/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
AVZ - 6/05/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki  



Queensland Wader - Issue 129     September, October, November 2024 

20 

AXH- 14/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
AXH- 29/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
AXH- 1/05/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
AXH- 7/05/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
AYM- 16/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
AYW- 13/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
AZS- 15/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
AZS- 8/05/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
AZS- 12/05/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
AZZ- 27/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
AZZ- 30/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
BBK- 29/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
BBK- 14/05/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
BDS- 16/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
BDS- 30/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
BEA- 14/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
BEA- 15/05/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
BEA- 16/05/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
BHB- 13/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
BHB- 16/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
BHE- 7/05/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
BHE- 12/05/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
BHZ - 14/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
BHZ - 13/05/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
BHZ - 16/05/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
BKH- 20/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
BNB- 29/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
BNB- 30/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
BNB- 1/05/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
BNB- 3/05/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
BNP- 11/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
BNP- 15/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
BNP- 16/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
BNP- 18/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
BNP- 1/05/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
BNP- 3/05/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
BNP- 11/05/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
BRP - 10/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
BSH - 29/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
BSH - 1/05/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
BSK - 30/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
BSK - 1/05/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
BSM - 21/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
BTV - 1/05/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
BVX- 14/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
BVX- 6/05/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
BVX- 8/05/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
BZU- 9/05/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
CAL - 13/05/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
CAS - 14/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
CAV - 7/05/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
CBF - 23/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
CBV- 16/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
CBV- 27/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
CBV- 29/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
CDN - 15/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
CDN - 8/05/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
CDN - 10/05/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
CDN - 12/05/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
CDN - 13/05/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
CDX - 11/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
CDY - 13/05/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
CDZ - 19/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
CDZ - 21/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
CFC- 2/05/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki  
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CFD- 20/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
CFD- 21/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
CHJ- 15/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
CHJ- 16/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
CHJ- 18/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
CHJ- 29/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
CHJ- 30/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
CHJ- 7/05/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
CHL- 13/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
CHL- 16/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
CHL- 18/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
CHL- 19/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
CHL- 20/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
CPJ- 9/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
CPJ- 10/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
CPJ- 12/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
CPJ- 21/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
CPJ- 24/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
CPJ- 29/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
CPJ- 30/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
CPJ- 12/05/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
CZC- 1/05/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
CZD- 27/03/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
CZD- 28/03/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
CZD- 15/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
CZD- 18/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
CZD- 27/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
CZL- 21/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
CZN- 15/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
DDX- 16/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
DDX- 8/05/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
DFA- 12/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
DFA- 19/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
EL- 15/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
EL- 20/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
EL- 6/05/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
EY - 15/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
FAF- 28/03/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
FAF- 12/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
FAF- 18/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
FAF- 26/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
FAF- 30/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
FAF- 1/05/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
FAF- 2/05/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
FAF- 6/05/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
FAX- 3/05/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
FBS- 16/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
FBS- 21/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
FBS- 29/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
FBS- 12/05/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
FCA- 12/05/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
FCC- 27/03/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
FCC- 18/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
FCC- 23/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
FCF- 11/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
FCF- 18/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
FCF- 19/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
FCF- 24/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
FCF- 25/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
FCF- 29/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
FCF- 2/05/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
FCF- 5/05/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
FCZ- 11/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
FCZ- 18/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
FCZ- 7/05/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki  
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FDK- 21/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
FDK- 12/05/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
FDK- 14/05/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
FDV- 20/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
FDV- 5/05/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
FFL- 11/05/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
FFV- 7/05/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
FFX- 13/05/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
FJS- 20/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
FJS- 29/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
FKH- 15/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
FKH- 21/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
FKH- 25/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
FKH- 14/05/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
FLV- 14/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
FLV- 1/05/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
FLV- 5/05/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
FLV- 16/05/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
FML- 2/05/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
FNC- 27/03/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
FNM- 14/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
FNM- 15/05/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
FPB- 13/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
FPL- 21/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
FPL- 29/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
FPP- 6/05/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
HKH- 9/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
HKH- 12/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
HKH- 24/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
HKH- 25/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
HKK- 11/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
HKK- 30/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
HKK- 6/05/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
HKK- 7/05/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
HKK- 11/05/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
HKK- 14/05/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
HKK- 18/05/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
HKK- 19/05/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
HKX- 10/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
HKX- 21/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
HNK- 30/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
HNL - 10/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
HNL - 1/05/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
JAA - 7/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
JAA - 16/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
JAA - 25/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
JAA - 1/05/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
JAA - 13/05/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
JBL - 11/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
JBL - 16/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
JBL - 10/05/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
JCB- 7/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
JCJ - 13/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
JCJ - 26/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
JCL - 9/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
JCL - 10/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
JCL - 12/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
JCL - 15/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
JDD - 13/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
JDD - 21/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
JFH - 16/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
JHF - 14/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
JJF - 11/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
JPA - 9/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
JPA - 11/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki  
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JPA - 7/05/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
JPT - 11/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
JPT - 14/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
JPT - 21/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
JPT - 7/05/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
JPZ- 27/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 

Far Eastern Curlew 
CB – 28/03/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 

Great Knot 
ADA – 14/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
ADA – 18/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
ADA – 21/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
ADA – 25/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
DJH – 15/05/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
FYN – 20/04/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
FYS – 17/05/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
FZK – 09/04/2024, Tongzhou Bay, Nantong, Jiangsu, CHINA: Lin Zhang 
HFD – 02/05/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 
HFD – 15/05/2024, Geumgang Estuary, SOUTH KOREA: Ju Yung-Ki 

Ruddy Turnstone 
CFB – 23/04/2024, Dongling, Nantong, Jiangsu, CHINA: Katherine Leung & AJ Xue 

 

Green Leg Flag Sightings seen Interstate 
Pied Oystercatcher 

A8 – 15/03/2024, Ballina, NSW: ABBBS 
A6 – 29/05/2024, Iluka Bay, NSW: Robert Quinan 
ATJ- 05/08/2024, Iluka Bay, NSW: ABBBS 

 

OVERSEAS FLAGGED BIRDS SEEN IN QLD 
Black over white or white over black (Shanghai, China) leg flag sightings 
Lesser Sandplover 

C2- 11/05/2024, Geoff Skinner Reserve: Tony Cotter 
C2- 24/05/2024, Geoff Skinner Reserve: Arthur Keates 
C2- 29/05/2024, Geoff Skinner Reserve: Arthur Keates 

 
The following people and organisations contributed the data used in this report with apologies for any 
inadvertent omission.  
 
Arthur Keates, Bob Gorissen, Brian Russell, Chris Walker, David Edwards, Frank Pinto, Gary Kane, Greg Neill, 
Harry Chrzescijanski, Honor Croaker, Jeffrey Addison, Jill Dening, Jo Cowan, Ju Yung-Ki Katherine Leung, 
Linda Cross, Mary Barram, Paul Tildesley, Rae Clark, Robert Quinan, Sheryl Keates, Tony Cotter, Wayne 
Matthews,  
 
Every record received is incredibly valuable so thank you to everyone who contributed their sightings. Please 
remember if your submitting sightings to use our web site and enter your records there as we can process them 
online, they’re easy to enter and far easier to manage through that way. The web site is www.waders.org.au and 
click on the Report a Banded/ Leg Flagged Bird link on the home page. When completing a report only record 
what you see and don’t assume anything in terms of which leg the flag is on, or any other details, we’ll work with 
what you provide.  
 

 

Help for a Post Graduate Certificate of Ornithology 
 
“Hi, I am writing a conservation strategy paper for Beach Stone-curlews. This is part of my Graduate Certificate 
in Ornithology at Charles Sturt University.  
 
I would love to hear from anyone who would like to share any information they have of observing Beach Stone-
curlews. In particular if you have any local strategies that you have implemented that have helped these 
beautiful birds, I would love to hear from you.  
 
Please contact me by email jennie.beeson@bigpond.com. Thanks, Jennie”  
  

http://www.waders.org.au/
mailto:jennie.beeson@bigpond.com
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Vale Virginia Ridgley 1/10/1931 to 30/5/2024. 
 
Virginia lived at Thorneside where she took part in monthly counts. She was a lovely lady with a big smile to 
match.  Whenever she had a chance, she would talk to people about shorebirds.  
 
I think I first met Virginia in Jan 2001, when I was with Ivell Whyte providing shorebird education to Grade 6 
students at Manly West State School.  The students painted migratory shorebird cut-outs and put them in sand 
in opaque food containers on the stage. Virginia painted a lovely seashore back drop and helped the students 
with painting the shorebirds. One student was chosen/volunteered to be the dog (with a dog facial mask), and 
another student was a turtle (with a real turtle shell on his/her back). The play was called “Beaks of the Sea” 
which was about migratory shorebirds and dog disturbance.  
 
In Oct 2014, Virginia helped with a field trip to Lytton shorebird roost for Grade 3 students from Hilliard’s State 
School, organised by Moreton Bay Env Educ Centre. Later that year at the Wynnum Library, Virginia was one of 
three taking part in reading a Japanese traditional story known as Kamishibai with the story about Tom the Red-
necked Stint’s first migration from Siberia to Boondall Wetlands. 
 
We were pleased that fellow counter Kristy was able to take Virginia to the 25th Anniversary of QWSG dinner at 
St Mary’s Hall, Kangaroo Pt. on 7 Oct 2017. 
 
In response to a request from Virginia, Arthur and I offered to show shorebirds to the Thorneside locals on 17 
Nov 2023 at Thorneside. Councillor Paul Bishop attended with 12 or so locals. As the tide was receding, a 
mixed flock of shorebirds flew in from Manly and we were able to show several species with our scopes which 
we had to hold onto as it was a very windy afternoon.  
 
On 28 April 2024, we gave a shorebird presentation to Thorneside locals and Councillor Paul Bishop. We were 
delighted that Virginia could attend.  
 
Virginia attended many of the Toondah Harbour events over the 10 years of our battle to save it from 
developers, the Walker Corporation. 
 
May she rest in peace. Sheryl Keates 
 
 

HELP NEEDED PLEASE 
If you have a QWSG shorebird sign near your place or near a roost, would you mind checking it and clean it if 

necessary. 

Best to use dishwashing liquid and water with a cloth and rinse with water.  Thank you. 

 

Sheryl Keates 

0410 960 955 

 

Fully Funded PhD Scholarship 
There is a fully funded PhD scholarship offer below to work on shorebirds behaviour and ecology based at 
University of Newcastle, NSW. 
 
https://www.newcastle.edu.au/study/research/phd-scholarships/phd-scholarships/margaret-flynn-ornithology-
conservation-science-scholarship 
 
The application deadline is 15th September 2024. 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you require any further information. 
 
With kind regards, 
Andrea Griffin 
 
Associate Professor Andrea S. Griffin | Associate Professor in Wildlife Conservation 
Conservation Science Research Group, School of Environmental & Life Sciences 
 
E: andrea.griffin@newcastle.edu.au; T: +61 2 43484393; W: newcastle.edu.au/profile/andrea-griffin  
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QWSG Activities Report May to end of August 
 

May 2024 
QWSG Committee Meeting 
 9th May 2024 - 7 members present.  Andy Jensen to be the Membership Officer. 
Monthly Counts 
 25th May 2024 - Usual counters for the monthly count 
Port of Brisbane Counts 
 26th May 2024 - 10 members took part 
Meetings 
 28th April 2024 - Talk at Thorneside 29 attendees two QWSG Members 
 18th May 2024 - Talk at Wynnum library 89 attendees two QWSG members gave  the talk 
 24th May 2024 - Meeting for Migratory Shorebirds – Conservation Action Plan (MS-CAP) via Teams 
 meeting.  Reported to meeting of QWSG activities.   Received reports from Federal government and 
 various state authorities. 
 28th May 2024 - Meeting with CLCAC to discuss combined project for southern gulf.  QWSG 
 planning survey of southern gulf and this ties in with objects of  CLCAC project, plus an  education 
 portion. 
 28th May 2024 - Meeting with Redlands Council cancelled with no further meeting planned.  
 Meeting was to discuss actions for shorebirds in the Redlands district.  Email sent to RCC 
 expressing our disappointment. 
 
QWSG Newsletter sent by post and email version ready to be distributed. 
 

June 2024 
Monthly Counts 
 29th June 2024 Normal Monthly counts by members 
Port of Brisbane Counts 
 30th June 2024 Port of Brisbane monthly count – 10 QWSG Members 
Meetings 
 Teams Meeting with Carpentaria Land Council Aboriginal Council (CLCAC) with regards to planning of 
 a future survey of the southern Gulf. 
 
Contract finally signed with Dept TMR with regards to access to Manly Harbour roost. 
 

July 2024 
QWSG Committee Meeting 
 11th July 2024 
Monthly Counts 
 27th July 2024 usual members 
Port of Brisbane Counts 
 28th July 2024 - 13 QWSG members present 
Meetings 

3rd July 2024 – Wader Talk to the Village Retirement complex at Boondall 60+ attendees 
22nd July 2024 Moreton City Council - Migratory Shorebird Round Table meeting – two members 
attended 

 25th July 2024 Sunshine Coast Council Shorebird Action Plan 2025-2030 Stakeholder Meeting – two 
 members attended 
 

August 2024 
Monthly Counts 
 24th August 2024 – QWSG usual members 
Port of Brisbane Counts 
 25th August 2024 – 13 Members attended 
Meetings 
 Organising meeting for Yatsu-higata Nature Observation Centre (YNOC) visit in October. 
 27th August 2024 - First QWSG Renewal meeting 11 participants 
 
Queensland Wader Newsletter distributed. 
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A report of a Flagged Bush Stone-curlew 
 
Please find attached Photo of Curlew that's been tagged.  Bird was sighted in Anthony Street Victoria Point 20 
08-2024 @ 5.30.  It's a part of a group 5. Just thought you should know. Regards Denis  
 

 
 
Editor’s Note: Great picture.  Many thanks for the report, Denis. 
 
 
 

Other Conservation Activities of Interest 

  

  
 QWSG is a special interest group of the Birds Queensland Inc. whose object is: 
 “To promote the scientific study and conservation of birds by all means possible, with  
 particular reference to the birds of Queensland”. 
 Separate membership is required. 
 Contacts: President,    Andrea Schafer   president@birdsqueensland.org.au  
                 Secretary,    Janette Thurley         secretary@birdsqueensland.org.au  
                 Treasurer,    Wayne Lock              treasurer@birdsqueensland.org.au  
The BQ AGM takes place this month so some details may change 

  

mailto:president@birdsqueensland.org.au
mailto:secretary@birdsqueensland.org.au
mailto:treasurer@birdsqueensland.org.au
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QWSG CONTACTS 
QUEENSLAND WADER 
The Official Quarterly Publication of Queensland Wader Study Group  
 
Website www.waders.org.au 

Facebook https://www.facebook.com/QueenslandWaderStudyGroup/ 
 

MEMBERS of the MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE of the QWSG  
CHAIRPERSON:  David Edwards  (07) 3262 2017 chairperson@waders.org.au 
TREASURER   Judith Giles  0428 545 801 treasurer@waders.org.au 
SECRETARY:   Peter Rothlisberg (07) 3822 3759 secretary@waders.org.au  
 
QWSG COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

Robert Bush  0404 805 558  Jon Coleman  0467 785 682 
Peter Driscoll  0418 212 627  Paul Finn  0480 177 792 
Andy Jensen  0404 348638  Mel Whitby   
 
 
COUNT COORDINATOR: Linda Cross  07 5495 2758 Email  counts@waders.org.au  

LEG FLAG COORDINATOR Jon Coleman  0467 785 682 Email  legflags@waders.org.au  
MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY Andy Jensen   Email membership@waders.org.au 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR: David Edwards  (07) 3262 2017 Email gouldian6@bigpond.com 
 
 
BQ PRESIDENT Andrea Schafer  Email president@birdsqueensland.org.au  
 
CORRESPONDENCE All correspondence to:  
   The QWSG Secretary, 
    PO Box 3138, 
    SOUTH BRISBANE, 
    QLD 4101. 
 
CHANGE OF ADDRESS Please notify the Membership Secretary as soon as possible of any change of address so 
that your Newsletter can be dispatched correctly.  
 
SUBSCRIPTIONS Annual subscription rates:  
   Single: $15:00 
   Student/Pensioner: $10:00 
   Family: $25:00  
   A receipt will be forwarded if required. 
Please note our bank is no longer taking cheques. 
Forward application to:  
  Membership Secretary or QWSG Treasurer, 
    PO Box 3138, 
    SOUTH BRISBANE, 
    QLD 4101. 
Members are reminded their membership expires on the date shown on the newsletter address label, and the 
membership joining/renewal form is now on the back page.  Note: that your subscription will fall due twelve (12) 
months after date of joining the QWSG or date of renewal, and only one further newsletter will be sent after expiry of 
your subscription.  
 
Copy Deadline for the next issue of Queensland Wader is November 14th, 2024 
Contributions should be addressed to:  
David Edwards, the QWSG Editor, 54 Elliott Street, Clayfield, Qld 4011 
or E-mail to:  gouldian6@bigpond.com 
 
Opinions expressed in Queensland Wader are those of the individual contributors and are not necessarily those of 
the Queensland Waders Study Group, Birds Queensland nor Queensland Ornithology Society Inc. 
 
PRINTED BY: PrintCorp Pty Ltd. 
admin@printcorp.net.au  

http://www.waders.org.au/
mailto:chairperson@waders.org.au
mailto:secretary@waders.org.au
mailto:counts@waders.org.au
mailto:legflags@waders.org.au
mailto:membership@waders.org.au
mailto:president@birdsqueensland.org.au
mailto:gouldian6@bigpond.com
mailto:admin@jrdsons.com.au
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Chairperson Note re: AGM and New Committee Members 
 
It is coming up to that time of year for the AGM and leading up to this period the Committee is looking to find out 
who wishes to stay or leave.  As ever we are hoping to get new blood on to the Committee. 
 
I sound as if I am continually repeating myself but, we are finding that we are an ever-aging group and have a 
concern about the future running of our group.  It is not just the Committee that is giving us concern but the running 
of the various events that the group arranges is in jeopardy. 
 
There are three major arms to the QWSG 1) Counts 2) Education and 3) Banding.  At the moment counts and 
banding are very strong while the education section needs more drive.  However, the position of Count 
Coordinator NEEDS to be filled / covered.  Linda has done an amazing job over many years and needs to stand 
down.  If this were to happen with no one to take over one of the core elements of QWSG would cease to exist!!! 
 
Please consider joining us either on the committee or as a helper with counts, ID Days, educational talks, write 
articles for the Newsletter or even attend meetings as a QWSG Rep. 
 
It might seem to be a daunting prospect to join a group of people who have been working together for a long time.  
We would really like to see some new faces with new ideas and experiences.  You are not expected to be thrown 
in at the deep end but can learn on the job. 
 
If you are interested, please contact one of the Committee to see what is involved in being part of the Committee.  
All are welcome. 
 
In anticipation David Edwards, Chairperson QWSG 
 
 
 

Notice of the QWSG’s AGM for 2024 
 

The 2024 QWSG’s AGM will be held on Sunday 8th Dec 2024 at 12:00 noon at Swan Lake 
Parking Area at the Port of Brisbane, on Lucinda Way. 
 

If the weather is bad, we will make arrangements for another time or a Zoom meeting 
 

Please email the chairperson if you are coming along, plus let me know if you require a 
nomination form for a committee position.  chairperson@waders.org.au  or  
secretary@waders.org.au 
 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
NOMINATION FOR POSITION ON QWSG MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE   
 
Name of Nominee:  .......................................................................................  
 
Position:    .......................................................................................  
 
Name of Proposer:  .......................................................................................  
 
Name of Seconder:  .......................................................................................  
(Note: Nominees, proposers and seconders must have current QWSG membership).   
  
I accept the nomination for the position on the management committee of the Queensland 
Wader Study Group as indicated 
  

mailto:chairperson@waders.org.au


Queensland Wader - Issue 129     September, October, November 2024 

29 

 

Count Activities – 2024 
 
 
 
 
 
 

QWSG High Tide – Monthly Count Program 2024 
Sat 21 Sep 2.38m at 11:46 
Sat 5 Oct  2.19m at 10:48 
Sat 9 Nov 2.17m at 15:14 
Counters Rockhampton and north – please select a date as close as possible to the count 
programme Sat day with suitable tides to enable you to complete your counts. 
 

QWSG Port of Brisbane – Monthly Count Program 2024 
 
Sun 22 Sep 2.34m at 12:34 Meet 11:30  
Sun 6 Oct 2.18m at 11:22 Meet 10:20 
Sun 10 Nov 2.21m at 16:22 Meet 15:00 
Sun 8 Dec 2.28m at 14:41 Meet 13:40 
 

MEMBERSHIP/RENEWAL APPLICATION 

 
A reminder to members: please check to see if your renewal is due and please let the Treasurer know if you 
change your contact details. 
Details may also be entered and/or updated on the QWSG website:  
www.waders.org.au where you may pay your subscription via PayPal 
 
I / We wish to join / renew: (Single: $15; Family: $25; Student/Pensioner: $10) 
Title:….. First name: …………………………. Surname: …………………………………………. 
Address:…………………………………………………………………............. Membership: $…………… 
…………………………………………………………..    Postcode:……….       Donation: $…………… 
            Payment enclosed: $_________  
 
Phone: (Home) ……………………….. (Work) ………………………(Mobile)……………………… 
Email ……………………………………………………………………..……………………………….. 
 
How did you hear about QWSG?.................................................................................................... 
Are you a member of Birds Queensland? ................... 
What activities do you wish to participate in? (Please circle) 
WADER COUNTS, FIELD TRIPS, SCIENTIFIC DATA COLLECTION, SURVEYS, CLERICAL, 
OTHER (specify :………………………………………..……………………………………………….) 
 
You will receive your newsletter (colour version) by E-mail…………………………… 
 
Signature …………………………………………………. Date:……………………………………… 
 
Please email this form to: membership@waders.org.au 
 
Direct funds transfer to:   OR Please post this form to: QWSG Membership Secretary 
Qld Wader Study Group       PO Box 3138, 
BSB: 313 140 (Bank Australia)       SOUTH BRISBANE, 
Account number: 08305297      QLD 4101. 

Please note our bank is no longer taking cheques. 

http://www.waders.org.au/
mailto:membership@waders.org.au

