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Observations of Queensland Flagged Double-banded Plover

by Arthur Keates
Of the 37 species of shorebirds regularly migrating to Australia for their non-breeding season, the Double-banded
Plover (Charadrius bicinctus) is unique because it is the only east to west migrant. It breeds on both the south
and north islands of New Zealand. We know the birds crossing the Tasman Sea to spend their non-breeding
season in south-eastern Australia are inland breeders from the south island presumably forced to migrate to
Australia because of the presence of other birds on the NZ coast.

In NZ, where it is known as the Banded Dotterel, its range is widespread in a variety of habitats but in Queensland
it is generally a coastal bird. Data in QWSG’s count database show its range extends from the Tweed River north
to Cairns, arriving mid-February and returning in late August.

Photo: Wilmot Senaratne

QWSG’s banding team fitted the first green engraved leg flag (ELF) to a Double-banded Plover on 24 July 2010
and since then 7 others have been fitted with an ELF; all at the Manly Boat Harbour roost site. Almost all of the
observations of flagged birds have been either at the banding site or Wellington Pt. Not surprisingly, given the
location of their breeding grounds, none have been observed in NZ.

So far as longevity is concerned, based on the age at the date of banding and on observations of birds in SEQ, 4
of the birds were 5 or more years old, including AZA which was at least 9 years old when last observed in May
this year - see Table below. According to advice received from a researcher in NZ, the oldest known individual
banded in NZ was 12 years old at the last observation of it.
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*It is quite possible 2 observations of an individual with a metal band only (the most recent being 24 May 2024)
are in fact of AZD having lost the flag.

ELF Date Banded Age at Date Date Last Age at Last
Banded Observed Observation
ABU 7 May 2012 1+ 22 Aug 2016 5+ years
BTX 23 May 2020 2+ 29 May 2024 6+ years
AZD 22 Aug 2015 1 4 Jul 2021* 6+ years
AZA 22 Aug 2015 1+ 29 May 2024 9+ years

Observers are thanked for reporting their observations of leg flags as they make a valuable contribution to the
conservation of shorebirds.

BirdLife International 30 July 2024
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Bar-tailed Godwits and Great Knot in mudflat

The UNESCO World Heritage Committee has designated 5 additional World Heritage sites along the coast of
the Yellow Sea-Gulf of Bohai, helping migratory waterbirds across the continent.

Staring out towards the sea, a wall of shorebirds suddenly lifts up from the shallow muddy surface. Together,
the birds move gracefully as a flock. There are few places elsewhere in East Asia that you can see this sheer
number of migratory shorebirds gathered in one location. These are the newly designated UNESCO World
Heritage migratory bird sanctuaries of the Yellow Sea-Gulf of Bohai in China.

Dr. Ding Li Yong, the Regional Flyways Coordinator in Asia recounts a recent trip to these very sites, “| was able
to visit Dandong Yalu River Estuary a few years ago, and | was blown away by the huge congregations of
migratory shorebirds swirling around the mudflats. | recall seeing around 50,000 Great Knots, easily!”

On 26 July, 2024, five of these extraordinary migratory bird sanctuaries were awarded the designation as
UNESCO World Heritage Sites. This prestigious recognition showcases the critical importance of these wetland
habitats for migratory birds in the East Asian-Australasian Flyway (EAAF).

Every spring and autumn, millions of birds migrate along the EAAF from the northern reaches of Russia, across
the continent of Asia, all the way down to Australia and New Zealand. Birds such as the Critically Endangered
Spoon-billed Sandpiper and Siberian Crane, and Endangered Far Eastern Curlew stop in these Yellow Sea
wetlands to rest and fuel up for their long journeys.
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Throughout the flyway, large wetland sites like these intertidal flats and salt marshes are quickly disappearing.
Development and sea level rise squeeze the wetlands at both ends. This makes it difficult for birds to find food
and rest throughout their journeys. These UNESCO designated sites along the Yellow Sea, will help ensure
that species can safely make it to their destinations.

“The coastal wetlands of the Yellow Sea are at the heart of the East Asian-Australasian Flyway (EAAF). That is
why it is such good news that China is continuing to move to protect the most important coastal wetlands for
birds and for people. Although there is still much to do to secure the future of migratory shorebirds in the EAAF,
this is a major step forward and will undoubtedly inspire others to follow suit. After all, the migratory birds using
the Yellow Sea represent shared natural heritage and, with that, comes a shared responsibility to protect them
and the places they need” — Terry Townshend, Fellow of the Paulson Institute and Member of the BirdLife
International Global Advisory Group

BirdLife International warmly welcomes the inscription of these sites for migratory waterbirds. Together with the
Asian Development Bank and the East Asian-Australasian Flyway Partnership, BirdLife has been working to
raise the profile for conservation management of these sites as key locations in the Regional Flyway Initiative
(RFI). This Initiative aims to protect ecologically connected wetlands across the continent, that are important for
birds and people, using innovative finance and conservation techniques.

Aside from feeding millions of migratory birds, the diverse wetlands around the Yellow Sea are extremely
valuable to people. A 2023 Yellow Sea situation analysis, compiled with support from BirdLife International,
highlights this value, ‘Tidal wetlands in the Yellow Sea are of immense value to human communities, providing
billions of dollars per year in ecosystem services, including blue carbon sequestration, and buffering one of the
most densely populated coastal areas in the world from the impacts of storms and sea-level rise.’

These five newly listed Migratory Bird Sanctuaries are the Phase |l extension of the existing Yellow Sea-Gulf of
Bohai (Phase |) World Heritage Sites that were listed in 2019. This continued effort showcases the commitment
of the Chinese government to protecting important wetlands both for migratory birds, and the communities living
around them.

BirdLife recognises this timely contribution to China’s long-term plans to protect its wetland ecosystems,

“The designation of 5 new World Heritage Sites is wonderful news for migratory birds as it will enhance both
their profile and protection. More than that, these sites will help in the fight against climate change as the sites
will lock of up more carbon, while also providing essential services for people. Congratulations to China, and all
those that have worked so hard to secure these designations, reinforcing the importance of the Yellow Sea for
the whole of the East Asian-Australasian Flyway.” — Martin Harper, CEO, BirdLife International
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BirdLife International 28 October 2024

As the UN Biodiversity Conference in Colombia enters its final days of negotiations, new IUCN Red List
update reclassifies 16 shorebird species to higher threat categories.

¢ Some populations of migratory shorebirds have decreased by more than a third.
¢ BirdLife International, with partners spanning 119 countries, is unified in calling on governments
at CBD COP16 to step up urgent actions for species to reverse declines and stop extinctions.

The latest update to the IUCN Red List of Threatened Species™ reveals a highly concerning decline in
populations of migratory shorebirds across the globe, with 16 species reclassified to higher threat categories.
Science shows the huge negative impact of declining species populations, with whole ecosystems and food
chains being disrupted as a result. As birds migrate beyond borders, the new update highlights a need for more
collaboration from governments without delay to reverse the losses of migratory birds.

“COP16 must be the catalyst for governments to back up commitments made two years ago with meaningful
action to reverse the catastrophic declines in species populations. This means more action to bolster efforts to
recover threatened species, more action to protect and restore more land, freshwater and sea, and more action
to transform our food, energy and industrial systems — backed up by the necessary funding. The decline of
migratory birds, which connect people across countries and continents, is a powerful symbol of how we are
currently failing.”

Martin Harper, CEO, BirdLife International

Birds are important indicators of the state of nature: they occur almost everywhere, their behaviours and
ecology often mirror other groups of species, they are extremely well studied, and they are responsive to
environmental change. With one in eight bird species threatened with extinction and 60% of bird species in
decline globally2, diminishing bird populations signal ecosystems in crisis. Many migratory birds follow specific
routes called flyways?, stopping at various sites along the way to rest and feed. This makes them especially at
risk from threats like habitat loss and climate change.

“While many of these shorebirds remain numerous and are still commonly encountered along their flyways, new
analyses of data from long-term monitoring schemes reveal that the global populations of some species have
declined by more than a third in recent decades. In some cases, the rate of decline is accelerating — underlining
the urgent need for research to diagnose the causes and coordinated conservation action to address them.”

Dr lan Burfield, Global Science Coordinator (Species) & Bird Red List Authority Coordinator, BirdLife
International

Shorebirds, often seen darting along beaches or feeding on mudflats, are a familiar sight all over the world.
Coastal areas where many of these birds live also support millions of people by providing food, jobs, and storm
protection. Protecting shorebirds is essential not just for the birds, but also for the coastal communities that
depend on these habitats.


https://www.birdlife.org/globalflyways/
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Dunlin (Calidris alpma) a small sandpiper which has decllned by at least 20%, with thegreatest decllnes along
the Americas flyways. Uplisted from Least Concern to Near Threatened. Photo Credit ©David Fisher

Curlew Sandpiper (Calidris ferruginea), which breeds in northern Siberia and winters widely from West Africa
to New Zealand, has also declined by more than 30%, likely due to a range of threats including habitat loss and
degradation, disturbance, hunting and climate change. Uplisted from Near Threatened to Vulnerable. Photo
Credit © Ayuwat Jearwattanakanok.
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Grey Plover (Pluvialis squatarola), known as Black-bellied Plover in the Americas (where up to 90% of the
population occurs), has declined by more than 30%, with potential causes including habitat loss and
degradation, disturbance and hunting. Uplisted from Least Concern to Vulnerable. Photo Credit © Prof. Dr.
Christof Moning.

‘The perilous declines of migratory birds are a sign that the integrity of flyways is deteriorating. Losing the
network of habitats that migratory birds depend on to rest and feed during their long journeys could have severe
consequences for the millions of people that rely on these sites, as well as the birds.”

Dr Barend van Gemerden, Global Flyways Coordinator, BirdLife International

We only have five more years of this defining decade. CBD COP16 is the moment to galvanise action to halt
and reverse nature loss by 2030. Plummeting migratory bird populations signal that nature is in crisis. When
we lose species, our future is compromised. Nature loss can be reversed but extinctions cannot.

For further information please contact:

Sarah Brady, Head of Campaign Strategy & Communications, BirdLife

International: Sarah.Brady@birdlife.org

Dr lan Burfield, Global Science Coordinator (Species) & Bird Red List Authority Coordinator, BirdLife
International: ian.burfield@birdlife.org

Notes for Editors

1. Species with increased extinction risk include:

Dunlin (Calidris alpina), a small sandpiper with a striking black belly and rufous back in breeding plumage,
has declined by at least 20%, with the greatest declines along the Americas flyways. Uplisted from
Least Concern to Near Threatened.

Grey Plover (Pluvialis squatarola), known as Black-bellied Plover in the Americas (where up to 90% of the
population occurs), has declined by more than 30%, with potential causes including habitat loss and

degradation, disturbance and hunting. Uplisted from Least Concern to Vulnerable.

Curlew Sandpiper (Calidris ferruginea), which breeds in northern Siberia and winters widely from West Africa

to New Zealand, has also declined by more than 30%, likely due to a range of threats including habitat loss
and degradation, disturbance, hunting and climate change. Uplisted from Near Threatened to
Vulnerable.

Here is a list of all 16 shorebird species that were reclassified.

These shorebirds are just some of the 145 bird species whose global extinction risk category has changed in
the 2024-2 Red List update. Some of these changes are genuine, reflecting real improvements due to
conservation measures or real deteriorations due to increased threats. Others are non-genuine changes,
reflecting new information that was not available in previous assessments. Of the 16 reclassified shorebirds, 14
have undergone genuine deteriorations since 1988 (when the first comprehensive Red List assessments of
birds was published), while the other two species were probably already declining before that time.



mailto:Sarah.Brady@birdlife.org
mailto:ian.burfield@birdlife.org
https://www.birdlife.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/2024-Red-List-uplisted-migratory-shorebirds.xlsx
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Factsheets presenting the latest assessments for all 11,195 bird species are available on the BirdLife Data
Zone: https://datazone.birdlife.org/species/search; with more information about the IUCN Red List categories
here: https://www.birdlife.org/projects/iucn-red-list/

2. Previously estimated at 49% in BirdLife International’s State of the World’s Birds 2022, the percentage of
extant (i.e. not extinct) bird species with declining global populations is now considered to be 60%, as a result of
reassessments by BirdLife International for the 2023 and 2024 IUCN Red List updates. This increase does not
reflect sudden recent declines of many species, but the incorporation of data from the last 10-20 years that
have only recently been collated, analysed and made available.

3. Find information about the global flyways here: https://www.birdlife.org/globalflyways/

About The IUCN Red List of Threatened Species™

The IUCN Red List of Threatened Species™ (or the IUCN Red List) is an invaluable resource to guide
conservation action and policy decisions. It is a health check for our planet — a Barometer of Life. It is the
world’s most comprehensive information source on the global conservation status of animal, fungus and plant
species. It is based on an objective system for assessing the risk of extinction of a species should no
conservation action be taken.

Species are assigned to one of eight categories of threat based on whether they meet criteria linked to
population trend, population size and structure and geographic range. Species listed as Critically Endangered,
Endangered or Vulnerable are collectively described as ‘threatened’.

The IUCN Red List is not just a register of names and associated threat categories. It is a rich compendium of
information on the threats to the species, their ecological requirements, where they live, and information on
conservation actions that can be used to reduce or prevent extinctions. When an animal, fungus or plant
changes Red List Category for genuine reasons, this reflects a change in the extinction risk for that species. It
is therefore a key indicator for tracking conservation successes and failures. The IUCN Red List is a joint effort
between IUCN and its Species Survival Commission, working with its [IUCN Red List partners — ABQ BioPark;
Arizona State University; BirdLife International; Botanic Gardens Conservation International; Conservation
International; Missouri Botanical Garden; NatureServe; Re:wild; Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew; Sapienza
University of Rome; Senckenberg Society for Nature Research; Texas A&M University; and Zoological Society
of London. This work has been made possible with the essential contribution of the Red List

Partners. www.iucnredlist.org Facebook Twitter

Healthy Land and Water 01 November 2023

They are pervasive and appear in almost every corner of the globe. Primary and secondary microplastics have
been discovered in oceans, lakes, water bodies, soil, the atmosphere — and even within our food supply and
drinking water! Read about their impact and how can we reduce the amount of microplastics in the environment.

Microplastics — minuscule plastic fragments certainly pack a punch. They are simply plastics with a diameter of
less than five millimetres, making them even smaller than a frozen pea.

Where do they come from?

The origins of microplastics span diverse sources such as landfills, everyday households, personal belongings,
construction sites, industrial facilities, agricultural practices, and more. Since the 1950s, we have unleashed a
staggering 8 billion tons of plastic, with an estimated only 10% being recycled.
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Within the domain of microplastics, there exist two distinct categories: primary and secondary. Primary
microplastics are engineered plastic particles designed for specific functions. These tiny plastic spheres can be
found in exfoliating facial cleansers or exist as a fine, powdery component in toothpaste and sunscreen, just to
name a few. Alarmingly, they often elude wastewater treatment facilities, infiltrating our vital waterways.

On the other hand, secondary microplastics are large plastic materials that can be used in packaging or building
materials that just get ground down over time either through abrasion, wind, or sun rays to become
microplastics. Common culprits include plastic bags, bottles, and food containers, as well as a broad range of
paints, adhesives, coatings, and electronic equipment. Another unsuspected source of microplastics is the
washing of synthetic fibre clothing, an everyday activity that inadvertently contributes to the growing microplastic
crisis. New technology is being developed to help mitigate this, like a small device designed to go in your
washing machine that traps microfibres.

Where can we detect the presence of microplastics?

o 1

Research suggests there's scarcely a part of the world untouched by microplastics. However, our
understanding of microplastics in the air and soil lags behind our grasp of microplastics in water. This is
because detecting, testing, and analysing microplastics in water is comparatively straightforward, thus drawing
the primary focus of researchers to date.

However, it came as no great surprise when, in 2022, researchers from the Netherlands and the

UK reported the discovery of minute plastic particles in living human beings, in places previously unthought of —
deep within the lungs of surgical patients and in the bloodstream of anonymous donors. While neither of these
two studies answered the question of potential harm, they collectively marked a shift in the focal point of
concern towards the airborne microplastic particles we potentially breathe in every day — some so small that
they can infiltrate deep within the body, even penetrating cells, in a manner that larger microplastics cannot.

Sewage also emerges as a significant contributor to the dispersion of microplastics. This becomes especially
concerning, as sewage sludge is frequently employed as a form of fertiliser in agricultural fields, resulting in the
deposition of several thousand tons of microplastics into our soil annually. In addition, plants cultivated on land
contaminated with microplastics have also been found to absorb microplastics, which may enter the food chain
following harvest and be ingested into the human body.

Microplastics have also infiltrated salt, beer, fresh fruits and vegetables, commercial food, and even drinking
water. Airborne particles can circumnavigate the globe in a matter of days, descending from the atmosphere like
gentle rain.

What are some of the enviro impacts?

Plastics are made from a complex combination of chemicals, including additives that give them strength and
flexibility. Both plastics and chemical additives can be toxic. Additives can also leach into water, depending on
factors that include sunlight and length of time immersed.

Microplastics have profound environmental impacts, with most of the research so far focusing on their effects on
marine ecosystems. Once liberated or fragmented from their original plastic source, microplastics embark on a
journey through waterways, eventually infiltrating habitats that are home to diverse marine organisms, including
algae, zooplankton, fish, crabs, sea turtles, and even birds.
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In marine environments, they pose a significant concern because they are easily ingested by living organisms.
When fish or invertebrates ingest these microplastics during their meals, they can suffer from health issues,
including severe interference or abrasions within their digestive tracts, often proving fatal.

Moreover, these microplastics serve as magnets for other pollutants in the water, so when animals consume
them, they also ingest these toxic chemicals. These substances then build up in their bodies and accumulate up
the food chain, posing a threat to the broader ecosystem.

Things aren’t looking much better when it comes to the terrestrial realm. Researchers in Germany

are warning that the impact of microplastics in soils, sediments, and freshwater could have a long-term negative
effect on these ecosystems. They have reported that terrestrial microplastic pollution is much higher than
marine microplastic pollution — an estimated four to 23 times higher, depending on the environment.

Overall, the issue with microplastics, similar to most plastics, lies in how long they take to degrade. Plastics can
endure for hundreds or even thousands of years, inflicting ongoing damage on the environment. On shorelines,
microplastics manifest as minuscule, multicoloured plastic fragments embedded in the sand. In vast oceans,
microplastic pollution frequently becomes a meal for marine creatures.

What are the potential implications on human health?

The potential human health implications of microplastic exposure remain a topic of concern. Research has
confirmed that microplastics can enter human tissues in three ways — ingestion, inhalation, and skin contact. It's
important to note that inhaling very fine particles, regardless of their material, can trigger respiratory irritation
that may lead to more severe cardiovascular issues. Nonetheless, many questions persist regarding the impact
of microplastics on human health and how our bodies respond to the amount that we consume through the
three exposure routes. Many studies have been and are being conducted to find more specific answers.
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However, there is a known correlation between microplastics, pollutants, and toxicity.

Numerous factors can influence the toxicity of microplastics, including their size, shape, surface charge,
weathering/aging processes, and adsorption capabilities. Larger particles are less likely to penetrate our cells
and induce lower oxidative stress, which can lead to inflammation. In comparison to spherical microplastics,
irregularly shaped fragments can cause more severe physical harm.

Research has shown that microplastics can affect various systems in the human body, including the digestive,
respiratory, endocrine, reproductive, and immune systems, and that the toxicity associated with microplastics
varies with factors such as cell type, particle size, dose, charge, exposure duration, type, and additives.
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Science insight

Plastics are essentially created by linking small chemical units into chains, forming large
molecules known as polymers.

Polymers serve as the building blocks for numerous natural structures, from trees to human
skin and even the foods we consume. In addition to polymers, microplastics often contain
additives, and environmental changes can trigger the release of these additives, resulting in
toxicity.

Additionally, due to their small size and surface energy, microplastics can serve as vectors
for adsorbing other pollutants, particularly heavy metals, and hydrophobic organic
chemicals, which can exacerbate toxicity.

However, the long-term, concealed health consequences are still largely unknown territory.

Our bodies have evolved to break down and process natural polymers over millennia, but novel, synthetic
polymers present a host of unknowns. We remain uncertain about the extent to which these human-made
polymers differ in their effect on our bodies. While our bodies are well equipped to handle natural polymers, we
have not yet had the opportunity to adapt to process these artificial polymers in the same way.

The plan for the future
All governments around the world are taking steps to reduce plastic pollution to reduce the amount of
microplastics being released into the environment.

The Queensland Government has developed a plan called Tackling Plastic Waste—the Plastic Pollution
Reduction Plan to set the course of the state to be part of the solution.

The plan aims to leverage a holistic approach and provide essential leadership for achieving long-term
transformation by pinpointing actionable measures throughout the entire plastic supply chain.

This approach will fund itself on environmental responsibility while unlocking fresh economic prospects and
employment avenues for Queensland. These opportunities materialise through investments in plastic
processing, remanufacturing, and the exploration of new products and markets as alternatives to conventional
plastic.

The idea is also to collaborate with industries to eliminate unnecessary and problematic plastic usage while
seeking viable replacements for single-use plastic items. Furthermore, it will spearhead the identification and
development of new enterprises and markets that revolutionise the recovery, reuse, and recycling of plastic.

On the other hand, it is important for consumers to stay informed about what they can do in their everyday lives
to contribute. Taking steps such as avoiding single-use plastics by embracing reusable glass bottles and
containers, and steering clear of products containing microbeads, such as exfoliating cosmetics, is a good start.
There are new, innovative, environmentally friendly plastics also making their debut, which are worth looking out
for. Many of these novel plant-based, biodegradable products bear a striking resemblance to the natural
polymers found in trees, leaves, and grass.

The Queensland Government also has some useful resources for individuals and businesses to reduce the
consumption of avoidable and single-use plastics.

Other useful resources for readers:

What is the government doing about this problem?

State:

https://gldplasticsban.com.au/
https://www.qld.gov.au/environment/circular-economy-waste-reduction/recovery/reduction/plastic-pollution
https://www.qld.gov.au/ _data/assets/pdf file/0022/113368/plastic-pollution-reduction-plan.pdf

National Plastic Plan:
https://www.agriculture.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/national-plastics-plan-2021.pdf

Sources: https.//www.unep.org/news-and-stories/story/plastic-planet-how-tiny-plastic-particles-are-polluting-
our-
Soil#:~:text=Microplastics %20can%20even%20be % 20found, their%20health%20and%20s0il%20functions; https
:/lwww.nationalgeographic.com/environment/article/microplastics-are-in-our-bodies-how-much-do-they-harm-
us; https://sustainability.yale.edu/explainers/yale-experts-explain-
microplastics; https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S01604120220012587?via%3Dihub; https://onlin
elibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/gcb.14020; https://www.mdpi.com/2305-
6304/11/9/747; https://pubs.acs.org/doi/10.1021/envhealth.3c00052#; https://www.qld.gov.au/ _data/assets/pdf

file/0022/113368/plastic-pollution-reduction-plan.pdf
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Count Programme by Linda Cross

It is hard to believe that another year has flown by, and it is nearly time to mark your new year calendar with the
scheduled count dates for 2025. | have selected the count dates for 2025 Count Programme and Port of Brisbane
Pty Ltd (which appear at the end of this newsletter). If you have not received the count schedule and tide chart
for your site via email by the time you receive this newsletter, please contact me. Please note that it was a
challenge selecting the most appropriate dates with suitable tide heights and times for next year.

The last records for Double-banded Plover during their winter break on our shores came from O’Regans Creek
westside Hervey Bay with 4 birds reported on 24.08.24 and Port of Brisbane complex with 3 birds on 25.08.24.

Although the southward migration appeared to start well during late July and many species have been recorded
at many sites along the Queensland coast, | am getting an impression (without looking at past data) that numbers
for some species have reduced. Grey-tailed Tattler, Grey Plover and Siberian Plover to name a few.

There are only 5 records for Grey Plover since the end of August with the highest count coming from Burdekin
River 1 Townsville region (12) on 30.10.24, Peter’s Island north bank west Townsville region (10) on 20.08.24,
Boonooroo (6) on 23.08.24, St. Helena Island North (1) on 09.10.24 and Cairns Esplanade (1) on 27.09.24.

In contrast to Grey Plover, Pacific Golden Plover was recorded 32 times at 17 sites from south Moreton Bay to
Cairns. The highest count was recorded at the Port of Brisbane complex (320) on 06.10.24 followed by King
Street Mudflat Thornlands (126) on 05.10.24 and Manly Harbour (98) on 29.10.24. Noosa River mouth sandbanks
recorded (54) on 09.10.24, Point Vernon (53) on 05.10.24 and Maroochy River sand bar (44) on 08.10.24. All
other sites recorded less than 30 birds each.

Eurasian Whimbrel was recorded at 35 sites from Tweed Heads in New South Wales to Cairns in Far North
Queensland during the last 3 months. High counts came from Lytton Claypan No 1 (197) on 05.10.24, Toorbul
(151) on 21.09.24, Port of Brisbane complex (104) on 22.09.24, Manly Harbour (102) on 12.10.24 and Acacia
Street Wellington Point (100) on 24.08.24. Counts between 50 and 80 were recorded at 7 additional sites, while
the remainder recorded less than 50 birds.

A total of 12 sites recorded Red Knot during their southward migration. In the table are the sites, date and the
highest flock size recorded for the site

Site Date Flock size

Peter’s Island north bank west Townsville region 20.08.24 10
Toorbul 26.08.24 5

Port of Brisbane complex 22.09.24 168
Mirrapool Moreton Island 04.10.24 14
Dead Tree Beach Moreton Island 04.10.24 18
Gregory Road Hay'’s Inlet 05.10.24 89
Lytton Claypan No 1 05.10.24 122
Maaroom 05.10.24 180
Luggage Point 07.10.24 296
Manly Harbour 12.10.24 15
Kakadu Beach Bribie Island 20.10.24 6

Burdekin River 5 Townsville region 30.10.24 2

Our largest migratory wader, the Far Eastern Curlew, was also recorded from Tweed Heads in New South Wales
to Cairns in Far North Queensland. They appeared at 39 sites from August through to October from single digits
to a few hundred. The highest count was Toorbul (380+) on 15.09.24 followed by Dead Tree Beach Moreton
Island (352) on 04.10.24, Port of Brisbane complex (343) on 06.10.24, Boonooroo (330) on 23.08.24, Geoff
Skinner Reserve (315) on 05.10.24, Lytton Claypan No 1 (302) on 05.10.24 and King Street Mudflat Thornlands
(260) on 21.09.24. Between 100 and 200 birds were recorded at an additional 4 sites and the birds were in much
lower numbers at the remaining sites.

Just one record for Latham’s Snipe during the last 3 months which came from Nathan Road Redcliffe (1) on
20.09.24

Pied Stilt was recorded at 31 sites (fewer than the winter months) during the last 3 months with the highest count
recorded at Kedron Brook Wetlands (270) on 24.08.24, Wunjunga Wetlands Townsville region (242) on 19.08.24.
Trutes Bay Tweed Heads (218) on 11.08.24, Luggage Point (195) on 22.09.24 and Port of Brisbane complex
(174) on 22.09.24. Four sites recorded between 100 to 150 birds and the remaining sites less than 100. | have
also extracted juvenile records for this species and placed them in the table below.
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Site Date Species Flock size | Juveniles in flock
Manly Harbour 05.08.24 Pied Stilt 10 1
Port of Brisbane complex 25.08.24 Pied Stilt 4 2
Toorbul 26.08.24 Pied Stilt 102 <8
Port of Brisbane complex 22.09.24 Pied Stilt 33 2

In the table below are counts for juvenile Bar-tailed Godwits within flocks.

Site Date Migratory Species Flock size | Juveniles in flock
Manly Harbour 30.09.24 Bar-tailed Godwit 780 3
Toorbul 02.10.24 Bar-tailed Godwit 1150 4
Oyster Point 09.10.24 Bar-tailed Godwit 162 <3
Manly Harbour 12.10.24 Bar-tailed Godwit 599 4
Oyster Point 14.10.24 Bar-tailed Godwit 87 4
Manly Harbour 15.10.24 Bar-tailed Godwit 334 >5
Manly Harbour 19.10.24 Bar-tailed Godwit 544 >5
Oyster Point 26.10.24 Bar-tailed Godwit 309 68
Manly Harbour 29.10.24 Bar-tailed Godwit 426 >13
Queens Esplanade Thorneside 30.10.23 Bar-tailed Godwit 233 7
Kakadu Beach Bribie Island 31.10.23 Bar-tailed Godwit c1190 4

Thank you to the counters who took the time to check and record juvenile birds.

Although not recorded on any QWSG counts, a vagrant Semipalmated Plover was reported In the Bundaberg
region during August, late October and early November.

Extracts from August, September and October counts for other migratory species appear below:

Siberian Sand Plover: Port of Brisbane complex (499) on 06.10.24, Manly Harbour (95) on 19.10.24

Greater Sand Plover: Burdekin River 5 Townsvile region (82) on 30.10.24, Port of Brisbane complex (53) on
25.08.24, Burdekin River 1 Townsville region (39) on 06.10.24 and Barron River Cairns (14) on 05.10.24

Bar-tailed Godwit: Dead Tree Beach Moreton Island (2,274) on 04.10.24. Geoff Skinner Reserve (1,510) on
05.10.24. Lytton Claypan No.1 (1,380) on 05.10.24. Maaroom (1,280) on 05.10.24. Toorbul (1,150) on
02.10.24

Black-tailed Godwit: Gregory Road Hay’s Inlet (110) on 21.09.24. Port of Brisbane complex (38) on 22.09.24

Terek Sandpiper: Burdekin River Delta mangroves Townsville region (c300) on 30.10.24, Burdekin River 4
Townsville region (102) on 30.10.24, Burdekin River 2 Townsville region (60) on 20.08.24, Manly Harbour
(43) on 12.10.24 and Barron River Cairns (6) on 27.09.24

Common Sandpiper: Queensland Aluminium Limited Gladstone (1) on 18.10.24

Grey-tailed Tattler: Port of Brisbane complex (365) on 22.09.24, Manly Harbour (340) on 30.09.24, Burdekin River
4 Townsville region (94) on 30.10.24 and Cairns Esplanade (50) on 21.09.24

Marsh Sandpiper: Maaroom (9) on 05.10.24, Manly Harbour (4) on 29.10.24 and Queensland Aluminium Limited
Gladstone (1) on 18.10.24

Common Greenshank: Geoff Skinner Reserve (16) on 05.10.24, Burdekin River 5 Townsville region (14) on
30.10.24, Gregory Road Hay’s Inlet (8) on 21.09.24 and Geoff Skinner Reserve (8) on 21.09.24

Ruddy Turnstone: Port of Brisbane complex (27) on 22.09.24 and Manly Harbour (12) on 15.10.24

Great Knot: Maaroom (1,000+) on 21.09.24, Burdekin River 5 Townsville region (350+) on 30.10.24 and Cairns
Esplanade (203) on 05.10.24

Sharp-tailed Sandpiper: Port of Brisbane complex (548) on 22.09.24, Lytton Claypan No 1 (366) on 05.10.24 and
Gregory Road Hays Inlet (c260) on 21.09.24

Curlew Sandpiper: Port of Brisbane complex (1,011) on 06.10.24 and Luggage Point (142) on 22.09.24

Red-necked Stint: Burdekin River 5 Townsville region (c3000) on 30.10.24, Port of Brisbane complex (707) on
22.09.24, Geoff Skinner Reserve (490) on 05.10.24 and Gregory Road Hays Inlet (461) on 05.10.24

Sanderling: Burdekin River 5 Townsville region (8) on 30.10.24

Unfortunately, it is not always possible to include all articles in the paper version of the newsletter as there is a
page limit for posting, so “Interesting wader sightings” and “Not waders but of interest anyway” sections may not
appear. However, if you have an email address, please ask for the electronic version, which has all the articles
that could not be included in the paper version. The electronic version is also in colour.
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Breeding records — resident waders:

It was good to see many breeding records for 4 of our resident waders.

Beach Stone-curlew: Kakadu Beach Bribie Island (possibly defending nest area) on 11.08.24 and (pair mating)
on 15.09.24.

Pied Oystercatcher: Wave Break sand Island Gold Coast (3 pairs nesting) on 19.09.24. Buckley’s Hole Bribie
Island (1 bird on nest with 2 eggs) on 24.08.24 and (1 bird nesting) on 06.10.24. Toorbul 1 km north
(nesting) on 21.09.24. Kakadu Beach Bribie Island (2 pairs nesting but 1 pair appear to have lost their
eggs) on 01.09.24, (a pair mating) on 15.09.24 and (1 nesting) on 29.09.24. Port of Brisbane complex (2
adults and 1 juvenile) on 06.10.24. Manly Harbour (possibly pair nesting) on 12.10.24, (nesting) on
15.10.24, (pair nesting) on 19.10.24 and (2 birds nesting) on 29.10.24.

Pied Stilt: Oyster Point (4 juvenile) on 24.08.24. Manly Harbour (<4 pairs nesting) on 04.09.24, (<3 pairs nesting)
on 12.10.24, (>3 nesting) on 15.10.24, (several juveniles and >3 pairs nesting) on 19.10.24 and (several
juveniles and 3 pairs nesting) on 29.10.24. Port of Brisbane complex (3 sitting on island, possibly nesting)
on 22.09.24 and (2 adults with 1 chick) on 06.10.24. Toorbul (1 juvenile) on 02.10.24. Kedron Brook
Wetlands (c100 nesting and 10 chicks at foot) on 07.10.24

Black-fronted Dotterel: Queensland Aluminium Limited Gladstone (1 bird nesting) on 18.10.24.

Masked Lapwing: Toorbul 1 km north (4 sitting on nests) on 28.07.24. Manly Harbour (possibly sitting on nest) on
24.08.24. Toorbul 1 km north (nesting) on 21.09.24. Maaroom (nest with 2 eggs and 1 chick) on 21.09.24.
Toorbul (1 adult with 3 chicks) on 21.09.24. Toorbul (2 adults and 3 chicks) on 02.10.24. Toorbul (2 adults
and 2 chicks) on 06.10.24.

Red-capped Plover: Queensland Aluminium Limited Gladstone (2 chicks) on 16.08.24. Buckley’s Hole Bribie
Island (1 chick) on 24.08.24. Port of Brisbane complex (1 chick) on 25.08.24. Kakadu Beach Bribie Island
(possible breeding behaviour) on 01.09.24 and (possibly nesting) on 20.10.24.

Thank you to the counters who took the time to record breeding records for resident waders.

Counters not entering their counts online, please continue to send them to me at my email or postal address as
follows: xenus69@bigpond.com

Snail mail: 40 Thompson Road, Bellmere. Qld 4510 Phone: 5495 2758 Mobile: 0490 080 340

A reminder that Leg flag sightings must not be entered online during count entry. Please note that you can now
enter flagged and banded sightings on the new website. If you prefer, you can email sightings to Jon Coleman
(email address legflags@waders.org.au . You can also contact Jon, Phil or me for the Leg Flag Observation
Report Form.

My sincere thanks to everyone for your contribution to QWSG and the waders during 2024. Best wishes to you
and your families for Christmas and the New Year.
Happy counting. Linda Cross.

Interesting resident wader sightings

Beach Stone-curlew: During the last 3 months Noosa River mouth sandbanks and St. Helena Island North each
recorded 3 birds. Kakadu Beach Bribie Island recorded 2 birds while Cairns Esplanade, Burdekin River 2
Townsville region, Gables Point Rocks Hervey Bay and Maroochy River Goat Island all recorded 1 bird.

Bush Stone-curlew: Endeavour River claypan Cooktown (4) on 20.09.24, St. Helena Island pier (2) on 09.10.24
and Wave Break sand Island Gold Coast (1 — first record for site) on 22.08.24

Pied Oystercatcher: Geoff Skinner Reserve (64) on 21.09.24, Amity Point sandbank (46) on 04.10.24

Sooty Oystercatcher: Scarborough to Clontarf (1) on 07.10.24.24 and Maroochy River north shore (1) on 26.08.24

Red-necked Avocet: Port of Brisbane complex (23) on 06.10.24 and Coolum Parade Wetlands Newport (16) on
05.10.24 and Trutes Bay Tweed Heads (6) on 11.08.24

Black-fronted Dotterel: Queensland Aluminium Limited Gladstone (27) on 16.08.24, King Street Mudflat
Thornlands (9) on 24.08.24, Deception Bay claypan ((8) on 24.08.24

Masked Lapwing: Redcliffe Airport north side (52) on 26.08.24, Wunjunga Wetlands Townsville region (44) on
19.08.24 and Bishop’s Marsh Toorbul (37) on 21.09.24

Red-capped Plover: Port of Brisbane complex (132) on 25.08.24, Gregory Road Hays Inlet (65) on 21.09.24,
Queensland Aluminium Limited Gladstone (50) on 16.08.24 and O’'Regans Creek westside Hervey Bay
(41) on 21.09.24. Bishop’s Marsh Toorbul recorded (2) on 25.08.24. This is only the third record for the
site, with the last record being in September and October 2017.

Comb-crested Jacana: Garnett’s Lagoons Susan River (21) on 24.08.24 and Buckley’s Hole Bribie Island (2) on
29.09.24

Not waders but of interest anyway

Magpie Goose: Port of Brisbane complex (320) on 22.09.24 and Buckley’s Hole Bribie Island (17) on 24.08.24

Wandering Whistling Duck: Garnett’s Lagoons Susan River (68) on 21.09.24

Black Swan: Kinka Wetlands Yeppoon (117) on 05.10.24, Port of Brisbane complex (114) on 22.09.24 and Toorbul
(92) on 02.10.24. Young recorded at 5 count sites.
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Radjah Shelduck: Queensland Aluminium Limited Gladstone (2 adults and 2 ducklings) on 18.10.24, Endeavour
River claypan Cooktown (2) on 02.10.24

Cotton Pygmy Goose: Garnett’s Lagoons Susan River (2 — male and female) on 07.10.24

Australian Shoveler: Garnett’'s Lagoons Susan River (4) on 21.09.24. Port of Brisbane complex (1 female) on
25.08.24

Pacific Black Duck: Port of Brisbane complex (209) on 22.09.24

Mallard: Port of Brisbane complex (1 — domestic) on 25.08.24, 22.09.24 and 06.10.24

Grey Teal: Queensland Aluminium Limited Gladstone (252) on 16.09.24. Ducklings recorded at Manly Harbour in
October.

Chestnut Teal: Port of Brisbane complex (247- includes 8 ducklings) on 06.10.24. Ducklings recorded at 3 sties

Hardhead: Port of Brisbane complex (162) on 06.10.24

Australian Bustard: Wunjunga Wetlands Townsville region (1) on 19.08.24

Buff-banded Rail: Kakadu Beach Bribie Island (2) on 29.09.24, Kinka Wetlands Yeppoon (1) on 05.10.24 and
Manly Harbour (1) on 19.10.24

Dusky Moorhen: Port of Brisbane complex (98) on 06.10.24

Eurasian Coot: Port of Brisbane complex (89) on 06.10.24

Brolga: Wunjunga Wetlands Townsville region (103 with more in the distance) on 19.08.24, Kinka Wetlands
Yeppoon (16 — several juvenile birds) on 24.08.24, Garnett’s Lagoons Susan River (2 adults and 2 chicks)
on 07.10.24 and Dohle’s Rocks Road Pond (1 - first record for site) on 21.09.24

Australasian Grebe: Garnett’'s Lagoons Susan River (49) on 21.09.24

Little Tern: Port of Brisbane complex (1,421) on 06.10.24

Australian Tern: Geoff Skinner Reserve (340) on 05.10.24, Maaroom (300) on 25.08.24, Barron River Cairns (155)
on 28.08.24, Cairns Esplanade (131) on 28.08.24, Geoff Skinner Reserve (122) on 21.09.24, King Street
Mudflat Thornlands (110) on 21.09.24 and Port of Brisbane complex (100) on 25.08.24. Good numbers
for this species recorded at 17 sites.

Whiskered Tern: Garnett’s Lagoons Susan River (37) on 07.10.24, Luggage Point (30) on 07.10.24 and Port of
Brisbane complex (11) on 06.10.24

Common Tern: St. Helena Island North (25) on 09.10.24 and Wave Break sand Island Gold Coast (10) on 19.09.24

Lesser Crested Tern: Manly Harbour (14) on 24.08.24 and (12) on 04.09.24, O’Regans Creek westside Hervey
Bay (11) on 21.09.24

Greater Crested Tern: Sandbank No 3 Caloundra (272) on 29.08.24, Maroochy River sand bar (232) on 20.09.24
and Wave Break sand Island Gold Coast (c200) on 22.08.24

Silver Gull: Sandbank No.1 Caloundra (599) on 17.10.24, Scarborough to Clontarf (284) on 23.09.24, Luggage
Point (282) on 22.09.24 and Cairns Esplanade (258) on 05.10.24

Black-necked Stork: Wunjunga Wetlands Townsville region (2) on 19.08.24 and Queensland Aluminium Limited
Gladstone (2) on 16.08.24

Australasian Gannet: Kakadu Beach Bribie Island (1 offshore) on 11.08.24

Australasian Darter: Garnett’'s Lagoons Susan River (16) on 07.10.24, Scarborough to Clontarf (15) on 07.10.24

Little Black Cormorant: Port of Brisbane complex (2,893) on 25.08.24, Scarborough to Clontarf (2,526) on
23.08.24

Great Cormorant: Manly Harbour (25 — flying over) on 21.09.24, Garnett’'s Lagoons Susan River (4) on 24.08.24

Australian White Ibis: Port of Brisbane complex (110) on 25.08.24. Luggage Point (75) on 22.09.24

Glossy Ibis: Garnett’s Lagoons Susan River (11) on 21.09.24

Royal Spoonbill: Port of Brisbane complex (89) on 06.10.24, Dohle’s Rocks Road Pond (54) on 21.09.24

Yellow-billed Spoonbill: Kinka Wetlands Yeppoon (4) on 21.09.24. Buckley’s Hole Bribie Island (1) on 22.09.24

Pacific Reef Heron: Port of Brisbane complex (2) on 06.10.24

Little Egret: Queensland Aluminium Limited Gladstone (21) on 16.09.24

White-faced Heron: Nathan Road Redcliffe (61) on 26.08.24, Geoff Skinner Reserve (56) on 24.08.24, Trutes Bay
Tweed Heads (45) on 11.08.24

Eastern Cattle Egret: Garnett's Lagoons Susan River (129) on 24.08.24

White-necked Heron: Queensland Aluminium Limited Gladstone (2) on 16.08.24. Kinka Wetlands Yeppoon (2) on
05.10.24

Plumed Egret: Redcliffe Airport north side (17) on 20.09.24

Australian Pelican: Port of Brisbane complex (73) on 06.10.24, Wave Break sand Island Gold Coast (62) on
19.09.24 and Garnett’'s Lagoons Susan River (60) on 24.08.24

Wedge-tailed Eagle: Garnett’s Lagoons Susan River (1) on 07.10.24

Brown Goshawk: Gregory Road Hay’s Inlet (1) on 21.09.24, Lytton Claypan No 1 (1) on 24.08.24

Swamp Harrier: Wunjunga Wetlands Townsville region (1) on 19.08.24

Black Kite: Kinka Wetlands Yeppoon (1) on 05.10.24 and 24.08.24

Australian Hobby: Luggage Point (1) on 22.09.24, Garnett’'s Lagoons Susan River (1) on 24.08.24 and 1 on
07.10.24, Boonooroo (1) on 23.08.24 and Kinka Wetlands Yeppoon (1) on 24.08.24

Peregrine Falcon: St. Helena Island North (1) on 08.08.24.
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Wader ID Day Reports

TOORBUL WADER ID DAY REPORT 2" OCTOBER 2024

Seven members joined us at the Toorbul roost for this morning ID session, which at first glance looked like we
could be following the birds across to Bribie Island (as had been the case on previous sessions here) as there
was work being carried out in front of the last house (which is adjacent to the roost) with a few work utes and a
large noisy truck already on site before we arrived.

Weather conditions were dry, cool with some cloud cover and a moderate wind when we first started. The
moderate south-east wind had already pushed the tide in earlier than predicted, so the birds were closer to
shoreline than we expected.

The birds were spooked a couple of times by the truck noise; however, they re-settled each time until eventually
the Far Eastern Curlew decided to head across the passage taking most of the godwit and knot with them.
Before the final disturbance the group got to see the lone Sharp-tailed Sandpiper in clear view and were able to
identify all the other species. It was good to be able to compare the Great and Red Knot alongside each other.

The wind started to pick up toward the end of the session (11:00) and by the time we sat down for brunch the
wind was quite strong and possibly close to gale force at times. While having brunch the Far Eastern Curlew
returned as the tide started to recede and a total of 292 were counted, which almost certainly included some
that could be seen on the Kakadu roost prior to the departure of the Toorbul flock.

In total, 9 (6 migratory and 3 resident) wader species were viewed at the roost. A count was conducted and
recorded for the QWSG database. Some of the group spent quite a bit of time looking and recording leg flags.
In total 32 leg flag sightings were recorded, which included 2 orange flags on Bar-tailed Godwit (1 plain and the
other engraved — flagged in Victoria) 1 white engraved leg flag on a Bar-tailed Godwit (flagged in New Zealand)
2 red flags with 4 coloured bands on Bar-tailed Godwit (flagged in New Zealand) 1 with a black over yellow
engraved flag on a Great Knot (flagged in Kamchatka Russia) and 28 green engraved leg flags on several
Eurasian Whimbrel, Bar-tailed Godwit and Great Knot (flagged in Moreton Bay).

Birds seen at the main Toorbul roost and environs:
92 Black Swan (includes 1 immature) 7 Pied Oystercatcher, 7 Pied Stilt (includes 1 juvenile), 5 Masked
Lapwing (includes 3 chicks) 250 Eurasian Whimbrel, 170 Far Eastern Curlew, 1150 Bar-tailed Godwit
(includes 4 juvenile) 52 Great Knot, 22 Red Knot, 1 Sharp-tailed Sandpiper, 21 Australian Tern, 1
Caspian Tern, 1 Silver Gull, 15 Little Black Cormorant (F/O) 14 Australian White Ibis (of which 13 F/O)
30 Royal Spoonbill, 1 Little Egret (F/O),1 White-faced Heron, 1 Great Egret F/O), 4 Australian Pelican, 1
Osprey (F/O) 1 Brahminy Kite (F/O) and 1 White-bellied Sea Eagle (F/O).
(F/O — Flying over, H - Heard):

Linda Cross.

TOORBUL WADER ID DAY REPORT 31t OCTOBER 2024

In total 17 members and guests assembled at the Toorbul roost for this ID session with dry and warm weather
conditions and a light wind from the north.

The tide was pushed in a little further than we expected on our arrival with the birds positioned higher up on the
roost site. The species diversity and numbers were much lower than the ID session held earlier in the month
with just 6 (4 migratory and 2 resident) species of waders. Some of us who had arrived early managed to view
the birds for around 10 minutes before something unknown upset the flock and they flew across the passage to
Bribie leaving only the terns and resident waders behind. Thankfully a few attendees managed to get a count of
the birds at the roost before they flew. After a short discussion with the group, it was decided to follow the birds
across the passage to Bribie Island.

We re-assembled in the northern bird high at the Kakadu roost where 5 prospective counters were instructed on
how to conduct a count. A couple of them took on the role of recording the counts. Apart from the Bar-tailed
Godwits needing a recount, they did an excellent job, and they are keen to start adding more counts to the
database.

Species and quantities were higher than Toorbul with 9 (4 migratory and 5 resident) waders being recorded.

The Beach Stone-curlew and Red-capped Plover showed late in the session, and a lone Siberian Plover was
seen after most people had left. Counts for both Toorbul and Kakadu were added to the QWSG database.
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A few people were checking for leg flags and found a total of 14 flagged birds (all on Bar-tailed Godwits). One
with a white engraved (XCV) flag (flagged New Zealand) 1 with a red flag and 4 coloured bands (flagged New
Zealand) 1 with an engraved orange flag over an engraved green flag (flagged New South Wales) and 11 with
green engraved flags (flagged Moreton Bay). All added to the leg flag database.

Birds seen at the main Toorbul roost and environs:
3 Pied Oystercatcher, 3 Masked Lapwing (includes 1 chick), 30 Eurasian Whimbrel, 75 Far Eastern
Curlew, 450 Bar-tailed Godwit (includes 4 juvenile), 5 Great Knot, 12 Australian Tern, 2 Caspian Tern, 1
Little Black Cormorant (F/O) 5 Australian White Ibis, 23 Royal Spoonbill, 2 White-faced Heron, 1 Great
Egret, 3 Australian Pelican, 1 Whistling Kite, 1 Brahminy Kite (F/O) and 1 White-bellied Sea Eagle
(F/O).
(F/O — Flying over, H - Heard):

Birds seen at Kakadu Beach roost and environs:
2 Chestnut Teal, 1 Spotted Dove, 1 Buff-banded Rail, 2 Beach Stone-curlew, 5 Pied Oystercatcher, 58
Pied Stilt, 1 Masked Lapwing, 1 Siberian Sand Plover, 6 Red-capped Plover, 86 Far Eastern Curlew,
1,190 Bar-tailed Godwit (at least 4 juveniles and whole count probably underestimated) 24 Great Knot,
7 Australian Tern, 1 Caspian Tern, 12 Greater Crested Tern, 4 Silver Gull, 1 Australian White Ibis (F/O)
1 Little Egret, 1 Striated Heron and 2 Australian Pelican.
(F/O - Flying over, H - Heard):

Linda Cross.

QWSG Activities Report September to end of November

September 2024
QWSG Committee Meeting
11t July 2024
Monthly Counts
218t September 2024 usual members
Port of Brisbane Counts
22" September 2024 - 12 QWSG members present
Meetings
10t September 2024 - Second QWSG Renewal meeting 9 participants, all QWSG members, guest
Linda Cross. Count Program discussed.
Banding session
7t September 2024 - Mist netting. Several waders measured and banded; some trackers fitted.
Newsletter
1st September 2024 Electronic version of Queensland Wader Newsletter distributed.

October 2024

Monthly Counts
5t October 2024 usual members
Port of Brisbane Counts
6" October 2024 - QWSG members present
ID Days
Toorbul
2nd October 2024 - QWSG members and local visitors
31st October 2024 - QWSG members and local visitors
Meetings
15t October 2024 - QWSG Renewal meeting 7 participants, all QWSG members, guest Peter Driscoll
Data management Program discussed
4th October 2024 — 2 QWSG attended Exercise Volare — Bird Flu Webinar
22" Qctober 2024 - QWSG Renewal meeting 8 participants, all QWSG members, Jon Coleman lead
discussion on Banding and Tracking Program.
31st October2024 - BRMAG meeting to discuss Burnett and Mary Rivers with reference to the Great
Sandy Strait Ramsar site

Visit
10th to 13th October 2024 — Hosted, with BCC, the biennial visit from Yatsu-higata Nature Observation
Centre members and Narashino Council, Japan. Birding visits, talks and feeding.
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November 2024
QWSG Committee Meeting
14t November 2024
Monthly Counts
9t November 2024 usual members
Port of Brisbane Counts
10t November 2024 - 13 QWSG members present
Meetings
5t November 2024 - QWSG Renewal meeting 8 participants, all QWSG members, A road map for the
future of the count scheme was presented to working group for the management committee to
discuss
Banding session
3 November 2024 — Cannon netting at Manly Boat Harbour. 30+ birds banded, measured and
flagged.
Linda Cross. Count Coordinator. Phone: 0490 080 340. Email: xenus69@bigpond.com

DESI - Issued: 3 Oct 2024

Visitors and residents to K'gari (formerly Fraser Island) are reminded to slow down when driving on the beaches
following the recent death of a wongari (dingo) and dozens of shorebirds in separate incidents.

A member of the public reported a deceased wongari to the Department of Environment, Science and Innovation
(DESI) on 28 September 2024. Queensland Park and Wildlife Service (QPWS) rangers discovered the young
male wongari approximately 500 metres south of Sandy Cape Spit. The deceased wongari was collected and
assessment revealed its injuries were consistent with a vehicle strike.

Ranger Jenna Tapply said there have been multiple vehicle strikes involving wildlife on K’gari recently, including
several crested terns.

“Sadly, there have been three car accidents resulting in the deaths of wongari in the past year, with approximately
67 vehicle strikes of wongari since 2000. Yesterday, our rangers found 22 deceased crested terns that were
struck by vehicles on the beach, a worrying indicator of reckless driving behaviour and carelessness for our native
wildlife.”

“We urge all visitors and residents on K’gari to drive to the conditions and be mindful of wildlife also living on the
island. Driving responsibly reduces the risk of accidents and gives drivers more time to react if they encounter
wildlife.”

“Crested terns and other shorebirds form flocks along Queensland’s beaches, and it is an offence to deliberately
harm crested terns or any other wildlife including dingoes on K’gari. Significant penalties apply.

Wongari’s can be unpredictable and may run out in front of your car so it's important to be alert, aware of your
surroundings and ready to react.”

Ms Tapply said wongari’s and shorebirds play a vital role in the ecosystem and retrieving deceased wildlife is
distressing for the QPWS rangers and Butchulla Traditional Owners.

“K’gari is the wongari’'s home so it's important that we help protect them and prevent accidents that could harm
both the animals and visitors. If you see a wongari on the road or beach, slow down and give them ample space
to move away and use your hazard lights to warn other drivers. “Anyone who is involved in an accident with a
wongari should report it to DESI on (07) 4127 9150 or dingo.ranger@des.qgld.gov.au.”

Visitors to K’'gari are reminded to ‘Be dingo-safe!’ at all times:
Always stay close (within arm’s reach) of children and young teenagers
Always walk in groups and carry a stick
Camp in fenced areas where possible
Do not run. Running or jogging can trigger a negative dingo interaction
Never feed dingoes
Lock up food stores and iceboxes (even on a boat)
Never store food or food containers in tents, and
Secure all rubbish, fish and bait.
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Wader Watch by Jon Coleman

Wader Watch by Jon Coleman

Hi everyone,

Welcome to wader watch. For the period early August to the end of October. Over this period a total of 712
records were received with the breakdown of those records shown below.

Green Leg Flag sightings seen in QLD

A total of 637 records of green flagged shorebirds were recorded during this period, an increased number when
compared to our last report, not surprising as our birds have now returned for the Summer.

Green Leg Flag Sightings seen Interstate
Pied Oystercatcher
AHH — 29/09/2024, Kingsford Smith Park, Ballina, NSW: David Charley
ALE - 29/09/2024, Kingsford Smith Park, Ballina, NSW: David Charley
ATH — 29/09/2024, Kingsford Smith Park, Ballina, NSW: David Charley
APC - 06/10/2024, Cudgeon Creek, Hastings Point, NSW: ABBBS
Sooty Oystercatcher
ANB — 28/08/2024, lluka Bluff, NSW: Belinda Rafton, Robert Quinan
Bar-tailed Godwit
FFZ — 01/11/2024, Stockton Sandspit, Newcastle, NSW: Judy Little
Lesser Sandplover
BUL — 06/09/2024, Salt Creek, Groote Eylandt, NT: Paul Barden

Green Leg Flag Sightings seen Overseas

Great Knot
FYV — 05/08/2024, Xiuzhen estuary, Lianyungang, CHINA: Lin Zhang, Wenjie Xue, Katherine Leung
FYV — 06/08/2024, Xiuzhen estuary, Lianyungang, CHINA: Lin Zhang, Wenjie Xue, Katherine Leung

Yellow Flagged Pied Oystercatchers from NSW
C4 - 08/08/2024, St Helena Island: Bob Gorissen, Wayne Matthews, Gary Kane
C4 - 09/10/2024, St Helena Island: Gary Kane
J4- 25/08/2024, Toorbul Wader Roost: Dezmond Wells & Helen Leonard
R6 — 11/07/2024, Wavebreak Island, Broadwater: Robert Westerman

Yellow Flagged Beach Stone-Curlew from NSW
I3 — 31/08/2024, Kakadu Beach, Bribie Island: Paul Cuddihy, Bob Goodwin
## - 11/07/2024, Wavebreak Island, Broadwater: Robert Westerman

Orange leqg Flag sightings (Victoria)

Bar-tailed Godwit
EAZ- 07/08/2024, Hornibrook Highway Sandbar: Jack Worcester
HVD-14/09/2024, Wynnum Esplanade: Tony Cotter
CLR-30/09/2024, Manly Harbour: Arthur Keates
YP-01/10/2024, Lota Esplanade: Tony Cotter
YP-10/10/2024, Manly Harbour: Arthur Keates, YNOC Delegation, Phil & Linda Cross
Plain-01/10/2024, Lota Esplanade: Tony Cotter
Plain-02/10/2024, Toorbul Wader Roost: Sarah Beavis
HEN-02/10/2024, Toorbul Wader Roost: Arthur Keates
CKX-05/10/2024, Rose Bay, Manly: Tony Cotter
CNP-06/10/2024, Toorbul Wader Roost: Arthur Keates
EPA — 13/10/2024, Kakadu Beach: Terry Burgess

Great Knot
Plain-15/09/2024, Thorneside Esplanade: Tony Cotter
Plain-05/10/2024, Thorneside Esplanade: Tony Cotter
Plain-30/10/2024, Thorneside Esplanade: Arthur Keates
Plain-15/10/2024, Manly Harbour: Arthur Keates
##-25/08/2024, Toorbul Wader Roost: Helen Leonard

Orange over Green (NSW) leq flag resightings
Pacific Golden Plover
DAK- 20/09/2024, Burnett Heads: Chris Barnes
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OVERSEAS FLAGGED BIRDS SEEN IN QLD

Black over white or white over black (Shanghai, China) leg flag sightings

Great Knot
J62- 15/09/2024, Thorneside Esplanade: Tony Cotter
J62- 21/09/2024, Thorneside Esplanade: Tony Cotter
J62- 27/10/2024, Lota Esplanade: Tony Cotter
AA1-12/10/2024, Wynnum Esplanade: Tony Cotter
CH3 - 01/11/2024, Bushland Beach: John Lowry

Red Knot
PN- 02/10/2024, Toorbul Wader Roost: Arthur Keates
A60- 06/10/2024, Thorneside Esplanade: Tony Cotter
UJ-01/10/2024, Maaroom: Chris Barnes

Lesser Sandplover
C2- 19/10/2024, Manly Harbour: Arthur Keates

Blue over Yellow or white over black (Bohai, China) leg flag sightings
Red Knot
L07-01/10/2024, Maaroom: Chris Barnes

Yellow over Black (Kamchatka, Russia) leg flag sightings
Great Knot
Plain — 23/09/2024. Kakadu Beach: Terry Burgess
Plain — 20/10/2024. Kakadu Beach: Michael Strong
A2# — 26/08/2024, Toorbul: Arthur Keates & Anne Buchanan

Red Flag with Colour Bands (New Zealand) leq flag sightings
Bar-tailed Godwit
R1WBBB - 25/08/2024, Lytton Claypan: Arthur Keates
R1BRRW- 09/10/2024. Oyster Point: Arthur Keates
R1BRRW- 14/10/2024. Oyster Point: Jill Denning
R5BYYB - 13/10/2024, Kakadu Beach: Terry Burgess
R3BRBY - 06/10/2024, Toorbul Wader Roost: Dez Wells
Plain- 10/10/2024, Toorbul Wader Roost: Bob James
R1WRWR - 26/10/2024, Toorbul Wader Roost: Helen Leonard

White over Blue (Taiwan) leg flag sightings
Red-necked Stint
L49 — 20/09/2024, Machan’s Beach: Hidetoshi Kudo
AO08 — 06/02/2022, Kakadu Beach: Tim and Nancy Kastelle and Panchana

White (New Zealand) leq flaq sightings
AJJ — 10/10/2024, Kakadu Beach: Terry Burgess
ZAY-02/10/2024, Toorbul Wader Roost: Sarah Beavis
ZAY-06/10/2024, Toorbul Wader Roost: Dez Wells
XCV - 31/10/2024, Kakadu Beach: Phil Cross

The following people and organisations contributed the data used in this report with apologies for any
inadvertent omission.

Arthur Keates, Sheryl Keates, Anne Buchanan, Belinda Rafton, Bernadett Kery, Bob Goodwin

Bob Gorissen, Wayne Matthews, Gary Kane, Bob James, Brian Russell, Chris Barnes,Chris Walker, Craig
Stephens, Daniel Townend, David Charley, David Edwards, Dezmond Wells, Frank Pinto, Gary Kane, Greg
Neill, Harry Chrzescijanski, Helen Leonard, Hidetoshi Kudo, lan Gibson, Jack Worcester, Jacqui Cresswell, Jill
Denning, Jo Cowan, John Lowry, Judy Little, Jun Matsui, Katherine Leung, Lin Zhang, Linda Cross, Mary
Barram, Michael Strong, Nicola Udy, Nicolette Buirski, Paris Wong, Paul Barden, Paul Cuddihy, Paul Tildesley,
Peter Driscoll, Phil Cross, Rachelle Patterson, Rae Clark, Robert Quinan, Robert Westerman, Sam Cook, Sarah
Beavis, Stephen Kerr, Terry Burgess, Tony Cotter, Wayne Matthews, Wenjie Xue.

Every record received is incredibly valuable so thank you to everyone who contributed their sightings. Please
remember if your submitting sightings to use our web site and enter your records there as we can process them
online, they’re easy to enter and far easier to manage through that way. The web site is www.waders.org.au and
click on the Report a Banded/ Leg Flagged Bird link on the home page. When completing a report only record
what you see and don’t assume anything in terms of which leg the flag is on, or any other details, we’ll work with
what you provide.
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COUNTERS NEEDED

Following our last plea for new counters, a few have stepped up to start low tide counts at Nudgee Beach and a
couple from Tin Can Bay have shown interest in that region of the Great Sandy Strait. They will assess the sites
that have not been counted for a few years. Just before going to the editor, another person is interested in
counting Tweed Heads area. All are new to counting waders but are very keen to help. In the meantime, the
call is still out for additional counters to help the couple in Tin Can Bay and all the sites listed below.

The count programme is in desperate need of new counters for the following sites:
Tweed Heads — a coordinator to take over from Erina Forrest, who due to family commitments is finding
it difficult to find the time to organise the counts. Also needed are additional counters to help 2
other people surveying 7 sites in the area
Tin Can Bay region — counter/s for Inskip Point, Cooloola roost and Norman Point
Great Sandy Strait region — counters to help assist others doing counts
Bundaberg — counter/s for sites in that area
Mackay — counter/s for several sites in the region
Townsville — counter/s for several sites in the region.
There are many count sites from Tweed Heads to the Gulf of Carpentaria that need surveying. If you can help,
please contact me to discuss. You don’t need to be an expert. We are happy to give you as much help as
possible.

Other Conservation Activities of Interest

QWSG is a special interest group of the Birds Queensland Inc. whose object is:

“To promote the scientific study and conservation of birds by all means possible, with

particular reference to the birds of Queensland”.

Separate membership is required.

Contacts: President, Andrea Schafer president@birdsqueensland.org.au
Secretary, Janette Thurley secretary@birdsqueensland.org.au
Treasurer, Wayne Lock treasurer@birdsqueensland.org.au

The BQ AGM takes place this month so some details may change

20



mailto:president@birdsqueensland.org.au
mailto:secretary@birdsqueensland.org.au
mailto:treasurer@birdsqueensland.org.au

Queensland Wader — Issue 130 December 2024, January, February 2025

QWSG CONTACTS

QUEENSLAND WADER

The Official Quarterly Publication of Queensland Wader Study Group

Website www.waders.org.au

Facebook https://www.facebook.com/QueenslandWaderStudyGroup/

MEMBERS of the MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE of the QWSG

CHAIRPERSON: David Edwards (07) 3262 2017 chairperson@waders.org.au
TREASURER Judith Giles 0428 545 801 treasurer@waders.org.au
SECRETARY: Peter Rothlisberg (07) 3822 3759 secretary@waders.org.au
QWSG COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Robert Bush 0404 805 558 Jon Coleman 0467 785 682

Peter Driscoll 0418 212 627 Paul Finn 0480 177 792

Andy Jensen 0404 348638 Mel Whitby

The QWSG AGM takes place this month so some details may change

COUNT COORDINATOR: Linda Cross 07 5495 2758 Email counts@waders.org.au
LEG FLAG COORDINATOR  Jon Coleman 0467 785 682 Email legflags@waders.org.au
MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY  Andy Jensen Email membership@waders.org.au
NEWSLETTER EDITOR: David Edwards (07) 3262 2017 Email gouldian6@bigpond.com
BQ PRESIDENT Andrea Schafer Email president@birdsqueensland.org.au

CORRESPONDENCE All correspondence to:
The QWSG Secretary,
PO Box 3138,
SOUTH BRISBANE,
QLD 4101.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS Please notify the Membership Secretary as soon as possible of any change of address so
that your Newsletter can be dispatched correctly.

SUBSCRIPTIONS Annual subscription rates:
Single: $15:00
Student/Pensioner: $10:00
Family: $25:00
A receipt will be forwarded if required.
Please note our bank is no longer taking cheques.
Forward application to:
Membership Secretary or QWSG Treasurer,
PO Box 3138,
SOUTH BRISBANE,
QLD 4101.
Members are reminded their membership expires on the date shown on the newsletter address label, and the
membership joining/renewal form is now on the back page. Note: that your subscription will fall due twelve (12)
months after date of joining the QWSG or date of renewal, and only one further newsletter will be sent after expiry of
your subscription.

Copy Deadline for the next issue of Queensland Wader is February 14, 2025
Contributions should be addressed to:

David Edwards, the QWSG Editor, 54 Elliott Street, Clayfield, Qld 4011

or E-mail to: gouldian6@bigpond.com

Opinions expressed in Queensland Wader are those of the individual contributors and are not necessarily those of
the Queensland Waders Study Group, Birds Queensland nor Queensland Ornithology Society Inc.

PRINTED BY: PrintCorp Pty Ltd.
admin@printcorp.net.au
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Chairperson Note re: AGM and New Committee Members

It is coming up to that time of year for the AGM and leading up to this period the Committee is looking to find out
who wishes to stay or leave. As ever we are hoping to get new blood on to the Committee.

| sound as if | am continually repeating myself but, we are finding that we are an ever-aging group and have a
concern about the future running of our group. Itis not just the Committee that is giving us concern but the running
of the various events that the group arranges is in jeopardy.

There are three major arms to the QWSG 1) Counts 2) Education and 3) Banding. At the moment counts and
banding are very strong while the education section needs more drive. However, the position of Count
Coordinator NEEDS to be filled / covered. Linda has done an amazing job over many years and needs to stand
down. If this were to happen with no one to take over one of the core elements of QWSG would cease to exist!!!

Please consider joining us either on the committee or as a helper with counts, ID Days, educational talks, write
articles for the Newsletter or even attend meetings as a QWSG Rep.

It might seem to be a daunting prospect to join a group of people who have been working together for a long time.
We would really like to see some new faces with new ideas and experiences. You are not expected to be thrown
in at the deep end but can learn on the job.

If you are interested, please contact one of the Committee to see what is involved in being part of the Committee.
All are welcome.

In anticipation David Edwards, Chairperson QWSG

Notice of the QWSG’s AGM for 2024

The 2024 QWSG’s AGM will be held on Sunday 8™ Dec 2024 at 12:00 noon at Swan Lake
Parking Area at the Port of Brisbane, on Lucinda Way.

If the weather is bad, we will make arrangements for another time or a Zoom meeting

Please email the chairperson if you are coming along, plus let me know if you require a
nomination form for a committee position. chairperson@waders.org.au or
secretary@waders.org.au

NOMINATION FOR POSITION ON QWSG MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE
Name of NOMINEE: ...
POSItION: e
NamMe Of PrOPOSEr: ..ot e e e e e

NamMe Of SECONAEN: ..ot
(Note: Nominees, proposers and seconders must have current QWSG membership).

| accept the nomination for the position on the management committee of the Queensland
Wader Study Group as indicated
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Count Activities — 2024

QWSG High Tide — Monthly Count Program 2024 - 2025

Sat 7 Dec 2.33m at 13:45

Sat 18 Jan 2.35m at 12:19  Nat Summer Count Sat 12 Jul 1.83m at 10:19  Nat Winter Count
Sat 15 Feb 2.39m at 11:15 Sat 16 Aug 2.11m at 15:07

Sat 15 Mar 2.33m at 10:12 Sat 27 Sep 2.08m at 12:32

Sat 12 Apr 2.21m at 09:05 Sat 25 Oct 2.25m at 11:29

Sat 10 May 2.06m at 07:51 Sat 22 Nov 2.37m at 10:35

NO COUNT IN JUNE Sat 20 Dec 2.43m at 09:45

Counters Rockhampton and north — please select a date as close as possible to the count programme Sat day with suitable tides to enable
you to complete your counts.

QWSG Port of Brisbane — Monthly Count Program 2024 - 2025

Sun 8 Dec 2.28m at 14:41 Meet 13:40

Sun 19 Jan 2.23mat12:51 Meet 11:30  National Summer Count
Sun 16 Feb 2.30m at11:42 Meet 10:20

Sun 16 Mar 2.26m at 10:39 Meet 09:20

Sun 13 Apr 2.15m at09:35 Meet 08:10

Sun 11 May 2.02m at 08:27 Meet 07:15

NO COUNT IN JUNE

Sun 13 Jul 1.86m at 11:03 Meet 09:45 National Winter Count
Sun 17 Aug 2.15m at 16:25 Meet 15:10

Sun 28 Sep 201mat13:15 Meet 12:00

Sun 26 Oct 2.19m at 12:04 Meet 10:50

Sun 23 Nov 2.3dm at11:10 Meet 09:50

Sun 21 Dec 243mat10:21  Meet 09:00

MEMBERSHIP/RENEWAL APPLICATION

A reminder to members: please check to see if your renewal is due and please let the Treasurer know if you
change your contact details.

Details may also be entered and/or updated on the QWSG website:

www.waders.org.au where you may pay your subscription via PayPal

| / We wish to join / renew: (Single: $15; Family: $25; Student/Pensioner: $10)

Title:..... Firstname: ................o SUMAME: ..o

AArES S . et Membership: $...............

.................................................................... Postcode.:.......... Donation: $...............
Payment enclosed: $

Phone: (Home) ..., (Work) ..o, (Mobile).......cccooiiiiiins.

e 3T |

How did you hear about QWS G7........eiiiii e e
Are you a member of Birds Queensland? ...................

What activities do you wish to participate in? (Please circle)

WADER COUNTS, FIELD TRIPS, SCIENTIFIC DATA COLLECTION, SURVEYS, CLERICAL,

SIgNature ..o Date:. i

Please email this form to: membership@waders.org.au

Direct funds transfer to: OR Please post this form to: QWSG Membership Secretary
Qld Wader Study Group PO Box 3138,

BSB: 313 140 (Bank Australia) SOUTH BRISBANE,

Account number: 08305297 QLD 4101.

Please note our bank is no longer taking cheques.
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