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Chairperson Report to QWSG AGM 2024 
 
I am pleased to present this report as Chairperson of the Queensland Wader Study Group (QWSG), on behalf of 
the 2024 QWSG Management Committee.   
 
Once again it has been a busy twelve months. 
 
This Chairperson report will highlight some of the achievements and activities of the QWSG over the past year, 
as we have continued to promote the protection of wader habitats, some under threat, and promote the scientific 
study and conservation of all Waders. 
Reports from Counts, Flagging and Banding, Membership and Education officers will be tabled at this meeting.  
The full reports will be added to the full minutes of the meeting, as well as being produced in the next issue of 
Queensland Wader. 
 
Some of the key activities in 2024, in no particular order of priority are highlighted below: 
 
FINANCES and MEMBERSHIP 
Treasurer Judith Giles and Membership officer Andy Jensen have been working efficiently behind the scenes to 
make the financial and membership sides of the QWSG run smoothly. 
Judith’s clear reports at each Committee meeting gives us confidence that all is well, plus the prompt payment of 
our bills shows that all is under control.  
As you will see from the Financial Report our finances are not only sound, but in good hands. 
 
We have been blessed over the last twelve months by some very generous donations to QWSG.  The heartiest 
of thanks to all those who thought of the QWSG. 
 
Judith has indicated that this is to be her last year as Treasurer 
 
Welcome to Andy Jensen as our new Membership Officer.  Our membership is around 300.  Andy has been 
working into the role which he is now, after much hard work and many phone calls managing so effectively, with 
the preparation of various lists needed for the smooth running of the group. 
 
THE COUNT PROGRAM 
Linda Cross again tirelessly organised and managed the count programme in 2024 with monthly counts across a 
whole range of sites in Greater Moreton Bay and further afield up and down the Queensland coast.  Although the 
data is entered online validation is still necessary Linda makes sure the high standard of QWSG data is 
maintained.  Linda is going to be scaling back her involvement over the next few months.  So, we are now 
desperate to find someone or a group of members to take on the Count Program.  Many, many thanks, Linda. 
 
Thanks, not only to Linda but, to every one of our members who counts, because without you, we would not have 
been able to contribute as much as we have to shorebird conservation.  The counts are our core business.  Please 
don’t underestimate the value of consistently counting a location over long periods of time.  Our count program 
has been responsible for some very influential discussion on shorebird declines and has influenced opinion 
throughout the flyway as a result of the QWSG dataset that is held in the highest of esteem. 
 
As you all know we are always looking for new counters, so, if you know anyone, or would like to count your own 
site please get in touch with us. 
  

https://www.facebook.com/QueenslandWaderStudyGroup/


Queensland Wader – Issue 131       March, April, May 2025 

2 

 
The QPWS provide personnel and a boat to take QWSG counters to Moreton Is, Peel Is and Goat Is.  This is 
greatly appreciated, because it makes sure that a full coverage of the Bay is achieved.  Many thanks to all involved. 
 
The usual surveys of Great Sandy Strait and greater Mackay area have not gone ahead this year so will be a high 
priority for the next twelve months. 
 
However, planning is well advanced for a survey of the southern shores of the Gulf of Carpentaria in March 2025.  
This survey is being run in partnership with the Carpentaria Land Council Aboriginal Corporation.  Many thanks 
to Peter Driscoll and Arthur Keates for their hard work in the organisation of this project. 
 
Behind the scenes a ‘renewal’ working group has been looking into the running and aims of the count program.  
You will be hearing more of their progress in the new year. 
 
BANDING, FLAGGING AND TRACKERS 
Although banding for the year was not as active as usual there was a flurry of activity at start of the year.  There 
were eight successful sessions of mist or cannon netting taking place at Great Sandy Strait and SE Queensland.  
All birds were banded and flagged, some had trackers fitted. 
 
These trackers have shown some very different and interesting flights.  We have been looking at how the waders 
are using Moreton Bay, this will in time be a very powerful tool for the protection of wader habitat. 
 
The QWSG received a very generous donation that has gone to the banding and flagging program and enabled 
the fitting of two trackers that are still giving invaluable data.  Many thanks. 
 
Be warned that, once again 2025 is looking to be a busy time for banding and flagging. 
 
FLAG SIGHTING 
Many thanks to Jon Coleman for his hard work with the flag sightings, checking and validating them as they come 
in, plus he gives quarterly reports for the Newsletter.   
 
Once again thanks to all of you who send in your sightings, they go a long way in the protection of the waders 
and their habitat.  Even with all the work required to log these sightings Jon still goes out and issues more flags! 
 
EDUCATION 
The close personal nature of education and the menace of Covid meant a truncation to our children’s education 
activities, however I am pleased to announce that these events are running again.  Many thanks to Rae Clark 
who has taking over the running of this important work and her helpers. 
 
ID days are always popular and give an opportunity for not only education within the group but also as a ‘meet 
and greet’ component that is missing at many of our other activities.  Again, many thanks to Sheryl and Arthur 
Keates, and Linda and Phil Cross for so ably running these days.  The three main areas, Manly Harbour, Kakadu 
Beach and Toorbul have all had good turnouts for the ID days. 
 
We will be looking to other members to take over the running of some of the sites next year 
 
The QWSG has talked to many local groups and has had displays at local libraries trying to spread the word 
locally. 
 
The QWSG Facebook page has been kept up to date by Robert Bush.  Robert regularly posts items throughout 
the year.  All are informative, with some managing to reach far around the world, attracting a very large number 
of hits.  Thank you, Robert. 
 
We have lacked an Education Officer for the last year and only the help of Sheryl and Arthur Keates has it been 
able to continue.   
The QWSG needs someone to help with this section of our operations.  These QWSG activities, the education of 
the general public etc, needs reinforcement over the next couple of years. I suggest, we make a concerted effort 
to raise the profile of Waders and the QWSG throughout Queensland. 
 
QWSG DATA 
The QWSG data is still very much in demand and, with Peter Driscoll as manager, data is released judiciously.  
The money we receive goes back into more surveys and so more information. 
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THE NEWSLETTER 
The newsletter, Queensland Wader, has been presented every quarter with the vast majority of the editions now 
being sent out as an electronic version.  Once again, many thanks to all contributors, a special thanks to Linda 
Cross, and Jon Coleman who produce content for the Newsletter each quarter and to Arthur Keates for all his 
articles on flag sightings.  Please contribute we need to hear from you all. 
 
PORT OF BRISBANE 
The Port of Brisbane has been very keen to re-invigorate the Artificial Roost site and to help protect areas outside 
the Port’s reclamation and development, this may lead to better access to view the waders.  We will continue 
these talks next year. 
The monthly counts of the Port provide a large and valuable contribution to our knowledge of Waders in Moreton 
Bay.  The QWSG values the contact we have with PBPL and looks forward to an ongoing relationship. 
 
OTHER ACTIVITIES 
Toondah Harbour 
The halting of the Walker Group’s development at Toondah Harbour by the Federal Government was a 
tremendous success for all of those involved with the campaign.  However, there has been continued lobbying on 
all three levels of government to make sure that there is NO development in this area.  There is still the possibility 
for development on the existing foreshore. 
These most recent actions around Toondah Harbour show that vigilance and action will be required over a long 
period of time. 
I will give a special mention to Robert Bush for his involvement in these actions and his representation of QWSG 
at the many and varied meetings. 
 
Yatsu Higata Naturalist Observation Centre’s (YNOC) Visit 
The biennial visit from Yatsu Higata Naturalist Observation Centre’s (YNOC), Narashino, Japan was hosted by 
the QWSG and Brisbane City Council over the period of 10th to 13th October.  The delegation was shown around 
the education centres and surrounding birding areas.  A great time was enjoyed by all who were able to attend.  
With friendships made and contacts forged.  The hope is that as soon as possible a reverse exchange visit can 
be arranged. 
 
Korean Working group Delegation of EAAFP and local government  
The QWSG hosted South Korean Working group from the EAAFP secretariat and local government officials.  The 
visit took place between the 26th to 29th January.  In addition to QWSG talks were arranged from DESI, Marine 
Nation Parks and Sunshine coast Council.  There were talks and visits to the Port of Brisbane, Moreton City 
Council, Nudgee Beach Education Centre and Boondall wetlands. 
From this meeting one QWSG member was invited to attend and talk to a World Heritage Symposium in Incheon, 
South Korea. 
 
Roost site Mapping for DESI 
Peter Driscoll is using the QWSG data to set out and map all the roost sites that we have in a format that DEI can 
use ton their web site.  This will ensure that in the future there is a validated list of sites available for governments, 
companies and individuals to use.  This is a huge job being undertaken by Peter, with Linda Cross’s assistance. 
 
Nigel Roberts Bursary 
The QWSG is pleased to announce that Daniel Terrington, the recipient a three-year grant from the Nigel Roberts 
Student Research Fund, has made great progress into his study Plains Wanderers in western Queensland in 
association with DESI.  Daniel gave an excellent talk to Birds Queensland of his work so far. 
 
Meeting with Moreton Bay Foundation 
Discussion re important aspects and threats to the Bay.  Plus, the future direction for the MBF.  This resulted in 
their ‘Blueprint for a Sustainable Moreton Bay’. 
 
Avian Flu 
Several QWSG members attended the Federal Government’s Exercise Volare – Bird Flu Webinar.  QWSG has 
sent out information pertaining to the best actions when coming across birds suspected of harbouring the avian 
flu virus. 
 
There have been several other meetings and talks attended by QWSG members. 
 
A big thank you also goes to Birds Queensland (BQ) for their collaboration throughout the year. 
 
Thank you to every single committee member and those who run the non-committee roles of QWSG.  We always 
underestimate the effort required to make a group like this run effectively.  
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On that note, I would like to point out that your committee through a “Renewal” working group has been 
investigating as to how best to utilise our members’ skills and time to push QWSG into the future.  So, we will be 
communicating with the whole membership as this matures. 
 
All of these meetings and contacts take time, so if you feel you can help, please let us know. 
 
As mentioned in the Count Program Linda Cross is going to be scaling back her involvement over the next few 
months.  It is impossible to thank Linda enough for all she has done for the QWSG for over twenty-five years.  Her 
knowledge of waders and the roost sites that they visit is immense.  Her capacity to encourage and cajole people 
to take up a site to count is amazing.  It is a testament to her abilities that the only way to find a replacement is to 
work towards group to run the role.  Linda, from us all many, many thanks. 
 
I would also like to thank two Committee members who are standing down this year. 
Peter Driscoll, QWSG’s founding Chairperson, is leaving the Committee but not the role of Data Officer.  We all 
have appreciated Peter’s wealth of knowledge with regards to the history and workings of QWSG which have 
been so invaluable.  It is reassuring that he will still be in charge of the QWSG’s extensive data base. 
Secondly, Peter Rothlisberg is standing down from the position of Secretary and from the committee.  Peter was 
dobbed in as Secretary by his partner Michele as she stepped down as QWSG Secretary.  This is well over fifteen 
years ago.  Peter has diligently taken the committee meeting minutes and had them circulated within two days of 
the meeting.  Very rarely has the been need to make changes.  Peter has also kept us up to date with matters 
that have arisen through email correspondence.  This has been priceless in helping to keep track of issues.  One 
of the phrases I will miss from Peter is: ‘Is there an action item to go with this?’  Many thanks, Peter. 
 
I am sure I have missed someone or something in this roundup, so to everyone who has contributed to the group 
in many different ways, thank you. 
 
Finally, and most importantly, I have to say thank you to all QWSG members for your support and fieldwork over 
the last 12 months.  Without you we achieve nothing.  I hope this 2024 report has shown you how important your 
support, your counts, and your involvement is in everything to do with Waders. 
 
So, I wish you all a great 2025, good Wader Watching and please stay safe. 
 
David Edwards – Chairperson QWSG     8th December 2024 
 
 

Treasurer’s Report to QWSG AGM 2024 
 
Queensland Wader Study Group (QWSG) is a special interest group of Queensland Ornithological Society 
(QOSI), also known as Birds Queensland (BQ). QWSG statements are included in the complete Audited 
Financial Statements and Treasurer’s report for QOSI, which you will find in the members section of the QOSI 
website.  
 
Today I present the QWSG Profit and Loss Account from 1 October 2023 to 30 September 2024, and the 
QWSG Balance sheet as at 30 September 2024, along with my Treasurer’s report at 8 December 2024 (note 
rounded figures in reports). 
 
PROFIT & LOSS for Year Ended 30 September 2024 
Total Income $74,324 -Total Expense 59,888; Surplus for the year $14,436 (Last year $9,125) 
 
The major items of income are: 
• Port of Brisbane Pty Ltd $31,260 for Annual Contract, Surveys, Travel and Report. 
• Course fees $ 775 for a Wader Course at the end of 2023. 
• Donations included General Donations $250, Overseas Donation (from the Korean visitors to cover our 
  expenses in organising activities during their visit – see expense list - with a small balance left 
  over as a thank you donation), David Milton Fund $3,190 and a donation towards quality photos 
  $400. 
• Bank Interest $10,578 increasing on all three savings accounts. 
• Membership $3,780. Slightly down this year. 
• Sale of Data to BAAM $250 and Forest Wind (Cleansight) $5,000 
• DES 1231921 Grant for Shorebird Roost Mapping – entered here to offset and equal expense incurred 
  during the financial year 23-24. 
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Running down the column of Expenses, our regular General Expenses Audit fee, PayPal Fees, Computer 
Supplies, Course Catering, Insurance, Miscellaneous, Stationery/Post/Phone/Newsletter printing and Website 
Expense show no surprises, and in some cases, they have increased, and others decreased compared to the 
previous year. 
 
Major Expenses are: 
• Advertising and marketing this year includes a 3-year ASIC Fee $102. 
• Port of Brisbane Pty Ltd Surveys (Travel) $ 2,665 is slightly higher this year.  
• Manly Roost Maintenance $6,154. A contractor worked over a period of months. 
• Depreciation $1,325: slightly less this year as most of our assets have been written off (see Balance 
  Sheet). 
• Donations: There were no special donations this year. 
• Grant Expenses $11,200: Peter Driscoll invoiced QWSG for work done in accordance with the DES 
  1231921 Grant. The balance still to be paid is in Liabilities in the Balance Sheet.  
• Japanese visit Nil: this expense for the visit to Brisbane in late 2024 will be in next year’s accounts.  
• Korean Visit $5,145 
• Nigel Roberts Research Grant $10,000: Two years of the 3-year grant to Daniel Terrington from UQ. 
• Satellite Tracking $7,826: Higher this year as QWSG is paying the monthly fees on all transmitters 
  obtained under grants. 
• Survey Expenses $6,138: For GSS Shorebird Banding. 
 
BALANCE SHEET 
Current Assets:  
• Total Cash at Bank has risen to $264,648. (This consists of our Cash Management Account for regular 
 payments, two Term Deposits, the smaller one being earmarked for Research Grants, and one Visa 
 Debit Account for small purchases by office bearers. The balance of the Visa Account is always kept at 
 $1,000 by reimbursement from the General Account 
Other Assets:  
• Port of Brisbane Pty Ltd contract was signed after EFY, resulting in the auditor placing a last year’s 
 proportion of the income into Sundry Debtor POB $26,260. 
• Sundry Debtor – term deposit interest is the 2023-24 proportion of interest on the Large Term Deposit 
 which matures in November 2024. 
• This figure for Non-Current Assets has reduced to $1,396 as the Vortex Scope and Billboard Skins and 
 Leg-Flag Laptop are now written off. Mist Nets and Sound System have not yet been fully depreciated.  
 
• TOTAL ASSETS: $295,470 
 
 
Current Liabilities:  
• Trade Creditors $628: CLS September invoices paid in October 2024. 
• Member subscriptions paid in advance: $1,335 (this is a popular option). 
• Unspent donations: $8,216. The auditor felt the balance of the overseas donation for purchase of  
 trackers should sit in the Liabilities. 
• Accrued Expense $11,200 and DES Grant $9,930 represent the funds received for the Shorebird Roost 
  Mapping project which Peter Driscoll is carrying out as contractor. 
 
TOTAL LIABILITIES: $31,309 
 
• Total Assets $295,470 minus $Total Liabilities $31,309 gives us Net Assets $264,161. 
• When Net Profit $14,436 is added to the Opening retained Profits $249,725 the Closing Member 
Funds   are $264,161 which equals our Net Asset figure. 
 
This is a very good result both financially and in achieving our goals, and in our having sufficient funds to plan 
for future activities towards these goals. However, it is apparent that we are dependent on PBPL contract and 
Sale of Data as our main sources of income. Without these, we could only keep going with the current rate of 
expense for a few years, especially our special activities such as Shorebird tracking, Surveys and Banding trips. 
Thought could be given in the new year to transferring funds from the Cash Management account to both or 
either of the Term Deposits where higher interest is earned. 
 
To conclude, many thanks to all those who help by collecting and forwarding receipts, planning and booking for 
trips, scrutinising reports and the Asset Register, and to the membership officer, Andrew. Thanks to Jon 
Coleman for taking responsibility for the Asset Register. Please let him know of any changes to assets in your 
possession and ask for a copy of the register if required.  
 
I move that the financial statements and annual report be received.  
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For General Business: 
 
I move that Wayne Lock, who is already a signatory on the bank account, be accepted by the incoming 
committee as Assistant Treasurer if he is willing to do so. 
 
I move that the meeting confirm that Brenda Smith is no longer to be a signatory on the bank accounts, and that 
Andrew Jensen continue to register as a Bank Australia member and become a signatory of the bank accounts, 
along with the Secretary of Queensland Wader Study Group. 
 
Judith Giles, Treasurer 
8 December 2024 
 
 
 

Membership Officer’s Report to QWSG AGM 2024 
 
As of 1st Dec 2024, there is a total of 231 memberships, with 347 members, this includes all family members and 
life members (seven memberships relating to nine individuals). 
 
In addition - there are 29 memberships whose membership is on hold awaiting payment. These are less than 3 
months overdue. Other subscriptions over three months overdue have been cancelled. 
 
There are 39 complimentary newsletter recipients – not included in the above figures. 
 
In the past year there have been 41 new memberships, 55 members.  A number of these are joining when joining 
Birds Queensland.   
 
During the year there have been several memberships cancelled when they were 3 months overdue for payment, 
however the number of new members keeps the numbers of memberships/members fairly steady. 
 
Focus on 2025 is work on an introductory pack for new memberships/re-subscriptions. 
 
Andrew Jensen, QWSG Membership Officer     1 December 2024 
 
 

Count Coordinator’s Report to QWSG AGM 2024 

 
As I type this report the November counts have just taken place and December counts are yet to be done prior to 
the AGM. Therefore, the information provided is only for counts to the end of October. 
 
There was no rest month for the count programme in 2024 with 10 counts completed so far (end of October).  
 
Unfortunately, once again, some sites have not been fully covered for the year.  To date, just 3 sites out of the 7 
sites in Tweed Heads have been counted once (August) this year due to family commitments for the coordinator 
and shortage of counters.  Only 4 counts were conducted at Wave Break Sand Island on the Gold Coast.  Luggage 
Point has also suffered a similar fate (5 counts to date) due to work commitments by the counters. In the Burdekin 
region, the counters have struggled to do counts due to bad weather and other commitments.  The Burdekin River 
wader sites are only accessible by boat making it difficult to do the counts if the wind is too strong. No counts 
were completed until August with only half the sites being done due to strong winds and sites being under water.  
A more complete count took place in October with all but 2 sites being surveyed. 
 
In late October 3 Brisbane City Council (BCC) staff (Boondall Wetlands) 2 staff from Nudgee Beach Environmental 
Centre (NBEC) and 2 people from Tin Can Bay joined me at the wader ID session to learn how to complete a 
wader count.  The BCC and NBEC staff are planning low tide counts at Nudgee Beach, while the Tin Can Bay 
people are going to look at the information I have given them about the sites in Tin Can Bay and assess which 
ones they will count.  I have also had 2 new members contact me in early November wishing to get involved in 
counting.  One lives in the Tweed Heads area and the other is looking at assisting in Noosa and Brisbane.  I will 
endeavour to get both members in touch with the relevant people before I leave on holiday. 
 
Four seasonal counts were completed for both Moreton Island and St. Helena Island. 
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Although most online count entries have been excellent requiring very little amendments, there has been a 
continued issue (mentioned last year) with counts not appearing in my system (the grid and check counts).  This 
has resulted in getting Peter to check where these counts have gone.  All but one have been found sitting in what 
I call the back end of the website (probably incorrect terminology).  Here Peter has found that no site name or 
code has been allocated to the count, which means it just sits there because it does not know where to go. 
Although I have mentioned this in the ‘How to enter a count online’ I will investigate this again to find a solution to 
the problem. 
 
Monthly counts conducted during 2024 are as follows: 

721 entered, validated and uploaded into the data base  
172 validated and waiting to be uploaded into the data base 
7 waiting to be validated 
4 November counts to be validated 
Approximately 180 counts to be entered from counters for November and December which will need 
 checking, validating and uploading. 

This will make an approximate total of 1,084 (approximately 37 less than 2023) from the count programme itself. 
 
Arthur Keates was once again the most prolific counter with more than 100 entries to the end of October, followed 
very closely by Dez Wells with 89. 
 
To the end of October, Manly Harbour was again the most counted site during the year with 43 entries and again, 
Arthur Keates was the reason for 33 of those counts. Kakadu Beach Bribie Island was the second most counted 
with 22 entries, with most of them contributed to Michael Strong. 
 
My sincere thanks to Peter Driscoll (Data Manager) for his continued work maintaining the database and website. 
As in the past, his job answering my enquiries and sorting out issues related to the count programme, the database 
and the website have been many and challenging (sometimes at very inconvenient times while he has been 
working on the DES mapping).  I do hope this is the last time on this repeated mapping exercise, as I for one don’t 
EVER want to visit it again. 
 
Newsletter articles sent to David Edwards have been punctual and on a couple of occasions, early.  
 
My thanks to the people I have already mentioned for their assistance during the year, and to everyone else from 
the group (on and off committee), for their commitment to the QWSG. 
 
The count programme would not exist if it were not for the dedicated counters who have contributed so much to 
the QWSG database, which is the most extensive wader (and other shorebirds) database in Australia.  The QWSG 
and I, would like to sincerely thank all of you for your commitment. 
 
Linda Cross. 
 

Port of Brisbane. 
 
A summary of the QWSG’s contracted work with the Port of Brisbane Pty Ltd (PBPL).   
 
In 2024 we scheduled 12 counts for the year. The 28 January count was cancelled due to heavy rain but was re-
scheduled and conducted on 9 February to obtain figures for the National Summer count.  The April count was 
also cancelled due to heavy rain in Brisbane and was not re-scheduled, making 11 counts for the year. 
 
As I type this report the November PBRL count has just been completed and December count has not taken place 
prior to the AGM, making 10 counts being conducted so far. 
 
Up to the end of November a total of 117 Port counts have been added to the database this year.  If the December 
count is completed that will be an additional 12 counts bringing the total for the year to 129.  
 
There was good attendance by QWSG members again this year with between 11 and 15 (average 13) volunteers 
most months. Three new members have attended a couple of counts during the year.  We are hopeful that 2 of 
them will continue to join the rest of us on a regular basis. 
 
Excluding the December count to take place, the highest wader count for the year was the re-scheduled count on 
9 February, with a total of 9,936 (which now includes the totals from Lytton Claypan No. 1) being counted for the 
whole of the complex. This was a decrease of 1,955 birds compared to 2023 (11,891) and an increase of 840 
birds compared to 2022 (9,096).  The 25 February count was the next highest count of 9,183 waders with the 
recent November count close behind with 8,935 waders.  
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I would like to thank Michael Linde, Penelope Webster and Michael Whitty from the PBPL for looking after us 
during the counts. 
 
Special thanks to Peter Rothlisberg and other members who arrived an hour earlier each month to conduct the 
Lake count prior to the scheduled count times and additional thanks again to Peter for organising the emails and 
allocating sites.  Thank you to Richard Ravell for maintaining the counter/inductions list during the year and 
thank you also to Brenda Smith and Andrew Jensen for liaising on memberships with Richard. Finally, a big 
thank you to the counters who turn up each month to conduct the count.  Without you, these counts would not 
be possible to complete. 
 
Best wishes to you and your families for Christmas and the New Year.  
Linda. 
 
 

Flagging and Banding Report to QWSG AGM 2024 
 
Shorebird banding in 2024 was conducted on seven occasions at both Great Sandy- 1 visit and Moreton Bay 
Marine Parks – 6 visits. This involved a combination of mist and cannon netting at Manly (January, June, 
September and November), Oyster Point (January) and O’Regan’s Creek (February) with a mid-year visit to fit 
PTTs to Sooty Oystercatchers on the Sunshine Coast.  The total numbers of birds caught are shown in Table 1 
with a total of 134 new birds of 13 species banded and 13 recaptures of previously banded birds. Several PTTs 
were fitted in 2024 with new 2- and 5-gram GPS enabled devices deployed on Grey-tailed Tattler, Pied 
Oystercatcher and Pied Stilt to generate very accurate home range data on these species. Devices deployed 
previously on Far Eastern Curlew (1 device), Sooty Oystercatcher (2 devices) and Bar-tailed Godwit (4 devices) 
continued to transmit data on locale movement patterns with the curlew now in its 6th year transmitting detailed 
local movement and migration data. The generous contributions by Sunshine Coast Council, Birdlife Southern 
Queensland, Global Messenger, and an anonymous donor in funding transmitters for this research are gratefully 
acknowledged. 
 
In 2024 QWSG were also involved in sampling local shorebirds for evidence of Avian Influenza as part of state 
government monitoring for the disease. The group are also involved in an international collaborative project led 
by Deakin University to better understand survival rates in migratory shorebirds and provide conservation 
guidance for these species using the data collected by many researchers in the flyway.  
 

Species Number Banded Number 
Recaptured 

Total Caught 

Bar-tailed Godwit 60 6  

Curlew Sandpiper 2   

Great Knot 1   

Grey-tailed Tattler 35 5  

Lesser Sandplover 2   

Masked Lapwing 2   

Pacific Golden Plover 2 1  

Pied Oystercatcher 3   

Red-capped Plover 1   

Red-necked Stint 15   

Ruddy Turnstone 6 1  

Sharp-tailed Sandpiper 2   

Sooty Oystercatcher 2   

Terek Sandpiper 1   

TOTALS 134 13 308 

 
In 2024 the following papers were published using QWSGs banding data or from projects QWSG were involved 
in. 
An, S., Kuang,F., Wu, W., Hassell, C.J., Coleman, J.T., Gao, Z.,  Sun, X., Yuan, Y., Maglio, G., Kar-Sin K. 

Leung, K., Feng, X, and Zhijun Ma, Z. (2024). Individual consistency in spatiotemporal characteristics of 
migratory Whimbrels in the East Asian–Australasian Flyway. Avian Research, 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.avrs.2024.100191. 

 
Lilleyman, A., Corriveau, A., Garnett, S.T., Bush, R., Coleman, J., Fuller, R., Jessop, R., Leiper, I., Maglio, G., O

'Brien, G., Stanioch, D., & Jackson, M. V. (2024). Variation in space use between sites, years and 
individuals for an endangered migratory shorebird has implications for coastal planning. Conservation 
Science and Practice, e13261. https://doi.org/10.1111/csp2.13261  

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.avrs.2024.100191
https://doi.org/10.1111/csp2.13261
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Penn Lloyd, Peter V. Driscoll, Jonathan T. Coleman, Linda Cross, Peter C. Rothlisberg and Michael Linde. 

(2024). Shorebird use of the Port of Brisbane, Queensland: insights from 30 years of monitoring. Corella, 
2024, 48: 81-94 

 

Leg Flag Sightings 
Up to the 30th November 2534 leg flag resightings were made by members of the QWSG and other members of 
the public in 2024. This included 342 resightings of foreign flagged birds including 58 resightings of Chinese birds, 
13 resightings involving birds from Kamchatka, Russia. 38 Japanese, 16 resightings of New Zealand flagged 
birds, 4 records of Taiwanese birds and one Hong Kong flagged bird. There were also 74 resightings of birds in 
Queensland that were flagged in other states, typically birds on migration through Queensland but with some over 
summering. This involved 57 records of Victorian birds, 15 Pied Oystercatchers and two Beach Stone-curlew with 
yellow flags put on in New South Wales and two records of birds flagged in Western Australia, although the latter 
may be a Kamchatka Great Knot missing its black leg flag.  
 
However, the vast majority of the resightings (2,315) were of Queensland leg flagged birds with most recorded 
within the state of Queensland. There were 258 records of Queensland flagged birds either interstate (9) 7 Pied 
Oystercatcher, 1 Sooty Oystercatcher and one notable record of a Queensland Lesser Sandplover on Groote 
Eylandt in September., or overseas (249). South Korea accounted for 230 Bar-tailed Godwit, 12 Great Knot and 
1 Far Eastern Curlew resighting. Five Great Knot were recorded in China along with 1 Ruddy Turnstone. Finally, 
one Bar-tailed Godwit was recorded on two occasions in New Zealand. 
 
While leg flag resightings were sent in from sites all over Queensland three sites stood out with the most flag 
resightings, Manly Harbour (832 resightings), Wynnum Esplanade (375 resightings) and Kakadu Beach (363 
resightings). It was also good to see 124 resightings in Great Sandy and 162 resightings at Toorbul. All these 
resightings form part of our contribution to the international dataset used to look at survival rates and conservation 
guidance for migratory shorebirds. Of all the resightings reported by over 100 observers both in Australia and 
overseas 74% (1,961) of the resightings were reported by four people, Arthur Keates, Tony Cotter, Michael Strong 
and Terry Burgess. While these four deserve special mention every single resighting is important in furthering our 
understanding of shorebirds local and migratory movements. So, thank you to every single one of you who has 
taken the time to report a leg flag resighting or who has helped with banding and flagging. Without your help and 
support we would not be collecting any data to help understand and better protect our shorebirds. 
 

Education Report to QWSG AGM 2024 
 
Wader Identification Days 2024 
Arthur and I led 5 wader identification days at Manly on 3 Feb,17 Feb, 3 Mar,16 Mar, 23 Nov.  
Linda & Phil Cross lead 6 wader identification days on 13 Jan,10 Feb, 12 Mar at Kakadu Beach, Bribie Is as well 
as 13 Mar, 23 Mar and 3 Nov at Toorbul. Thanks to Linda & Phil Cross and those who attended. 
 

Shorebird presentations for the public –  
David Edwards did a shorebird presentation at the Village Taigum Garden Club within the Village Taigum 
Retirement Village. Thanks David.  
Thorneside – Sun 28 Apr - Arthur did a presentation for c30 local residents and local Councillor Paul Bishop at 
the Sports Recreation Clubhouse, Thorneside. 
Wynnum Library – 18 May - Arthur did a Shorebird Presentation while I had migration maps and shorebird cut-
outs at Wynnum library with a crowd of 93 attending. 
 

Nudgee Beach Env Educ Centre (NBEEC) –  
Sat 30 Nov Arthur gave a shorebird presentation at Nudgee Beach Env Educ Centre. Locals were invited to learn 
more about waders and citizen science. There were c60 bookings but unfortunately only about 20 people 
attended, mainly due to the uncertain weather conditions.  
However, the rain cleared to allow us to go to Nudgee Beach to view shorebirds.  The strong northerly made it 
challenging to identify feeding shorebirds and let the people see them through our scopes. With only 2 big dogs 
on the beach without leashes, we were able to see 12 species of shorebirds, 4 species of terns and silver gulls.      
 

SHOREBIRD LIBRARY DISPLAYS 
Wynnum Library – Sep 1 to 1 Nov Robert Bush mounted his shorebird photos high on the wall. Barbara Collyer 
and I set up shorebird cut-outs, migration maps, satellite transmitters, leg flags etc in 3 glass cabinets. Karen from 
the library, asked if QWSG would be interested in doing another display in 2025.  
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PUBLIC EVENTS - TOONDAH HARBOUR  
4 Feb – “World Wetlands Day” at GJ Walter Park, Cleveland – Arthur and I, along with other QWSG members, 
took our telescopes and migration maps to join many others at G J Walter Park. As no decision had been 
announced on the fate of Toondah Harbour, there was a rather sombre atmosphere with attendees apprehensive 
about the outcome.   
28 Apr – “Safe Passage” G J Walter Park, Cleveland –. Toondah Harbour Saved! Thanks to QWSG, BLSQ, 
BQ members, other like-minded groups and volunteers who helped in many ways with the battle over c10years 
to save Toondah Harbour.  
This event had a more positive atmosphere due to the Walkers decision to withdraw their application.  It was truly 
a celebration of our success in coming together with other groups to reach a positive outcome. Thanks to the 
Federal Minister Tanya Plibersek.  It should not have got that far! 
13 Oct – “World Migratory Bird Day” - G J Walter Park, Cleveland (Cancelled due to strong winds).  
 

QWSG Shorebird Educ in partnership with Moreton Bay Environmental Education 
22 Oct, 6 Nov.20 and 21 Nov. Field trips recommenced for Grade 3 students at the artificial roost at Port of 
Brisbane as above. Thanks to our volunteers for being patient with this program. I sincerely thank Rae Clark for 
taking over this part of QWSG Education.  
 

Japanese visitors 10 – 14 Oct 2024 
15 Japanese visitors came as a delegation to Brisbane from Yatsu-Higata Nature Observation Centre (YNOC), 
Narashino City, Chiba, Japan. Their wetland is a sister wetland to Boondall Wetlands. They arrived early morning 
of 10 Oct and QWSG provided a seafood lunch from Pelican’s Nest, Wynnum for visitors and BCC staff. The 
owner kindly allowed our large group to use their undercover section as it was risky to be exposed to the elements. 
 
Our visitors then enjoyed a visit to Manly roost. Katrina Logan, author of “The Call of The Far Eastern Curlew” 
and Geoff Logan, the illustrator came to meet the Japanese, including Michiyo Nagano who reads the book in 
Japanese to children at YNOC.  
 
On the morning of day 2 at Nudgee Beach, we joined with Boondall Wetlands Environment Centre (BWEC) staff 
and Nudgee Beach Environmental Education Centre (NBEEC) staff to show our visitors the local wildlife, including 
shorebirds. After lunch at NBEEC, Knowledge Sharing was on the agenda with frequent visitor Hit Akutsu giving 
a detailed talk about the decrease in shorebirds at Yatsu-Higata with the aftermath of the earthquake causing the 
water level to drop 15 cm and the substrate to become sludge.   
 
For the remaining couple of days, BWEC staff provided activities, food and beverages for the visitors.  On their 
last night. David & Tinka Edwards invited the Japanese, BCC staff, QWSG members to their home for a buffet 
dinner which was quite amazing with such a variety of food on offer.  This was the night for exchanging gifts. Our 
visitors flew back to Japan the following day. 
 

Visit Curlew Island, Gold Coast – 2 Mar 2024 
QWSG member Bob Westerman invited Arthur & I, other birders and conservationists to visit Curlew Island, Gold 
Coast to show people shorebirds and help pick up litter.  Migratory shorebirds present included Far Eastern 
Curlew, Eurasian Whimbrel and Bar-tailed Godwit.  
 
Thanks to everyone who helped bring shorebird education to the public.  
Best wishes to all for 2025 
Sheryl Keates, QWSG 
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From New Zealand to NSW: the Journey of Red 1N 
From Flightlines the newsletter of ABBBS 
 
South Island Pied Oystercatcher (I) are vagrants to Australia, sometimes visiting the east coast of the mainland 
and some offshore sites like Lord Howe Island and Norfolk Island. 
 
Yet one unique bird, Red 1N, has continued to set longevity records for the species in Australia as the only banded 
South Island Pied Oystercatcher under the ABBBS.  It was recently resighted by a member of the Coffs Coast 
Bird Observers group in November 2024, 8 years after banding. 
 

 
Photographed at Old Bar Beach, NSW, having travelled 958 km from its banding location the bird made the local 
news in Coffs Harbour – you can read the story published by News of the Area. 
 
South Island Pied Oystercatcher (101-41798, EF Red 1N): picture taken by E. Whelan on 21 November 2024 at 
Old Bar Beach, NSW.  The bird was banded on 6 August 2016 at Stockyard Point, Victoria, with the time between 
banding and sighting 8 years, 3 months and the distance travelled from banding location 958km. 
 

A comparison across the Tasman 
While Red 1N is setting records in Australia, it still has a way to go to match the records held in New Zealand, 
where South Island Pied Oystercatchers are more commonly banded.  The New Zealand National Bird Banding 
Scheme (NZNBBS) has 6,671 banding records for the species, as well as 1,291 recovery records. 
 
The NZNBBS longevity record stands at over 28 years, set by K-13087 – a bird banded at Jordans Farm, Kaipara 
Harbour on 12 March 1994.  The bird was aged 2 at banding, meaning it hatched around October 1992.  The 
band number was first resighted on the bird on 13 March 2022 at Big Sand Island, Tapora, Kaipara Harbour. 
 
The movement record for the species held by NZNBBS is 1190 km, set by K-13034, which was banded at 
Taramaire on the Firth of Thames, just South-East of Auckland.  Banded on 30 January 1994, it was recovered 
washed up on the southernmost part of New Zealand at Orepuki Beach on 20 December 1999.  Both birds were 
banded by the New Zealand Wader Study Group. 
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Bird Watching Ethics in Decline? 
In the last few of months Queensland birders have been able to observe some fascinating species both rare and 
vagrants.  There have been sightings of Asian Dowitcher, Little Stint, Long-toed Stint, Painted Snipe and 
Australian Crake with young, plus others. 
 
Unfortunately, there have been several occasions of inexcusably bad birding behaviour.  SO, a timely reminder 
to us all.  Below I have added some Guidelines for Ethical Birding from Birdlife 
 

 
 
Migratory waders are a classic example; we all want to have a good view and even with a telescope we still think 
it is alright to edge a little closer.  Then we see a rarer bird or a vagrant and the desire to get that perfect picture 
takes over.  But we tend to forget that we are not just disturbing a single bird but a whole flock of birds that can 
be exhausted from there long flight or miss that feed that could make all the difference on the journey north. 
 
It was reported to me that the Australian Crakes and their young were harassed by photographers for an extended 
period of time.  For our resident wader species care needs to be taken when near nest sites or feeding birds. 
 
I have seen people flushing a group of birds so that they can make sure that the bird that they are looking for can 
be ticked off their list! 
 
If you do identify a rare bird, please give great consideration as to how and to whom you report your sighting.  
Your information can lead to the bird being overrun by overly keen birders. 
 
In all these scenarios we must also be aware of the possibility of damage to the bird’s habitat. 
Just because you want or need tick remember that you could be infringing on personal rights or trespassing.  
Regardless of the location, always obey the laws which govern access to the area being visited.  You can always 
try to seek permission to enter a property.   
 
We should really want to emphasize that, as a group, if we all say ‘that’s not ok and could seriously harm the bird’ 
whenever we see something like this occurring, we could save a (bird) life. Stand up and be counted, call these 
behaviours out and we may stem the tide.  Try to be civil at all times but be careful if you do confront wrong-doers 
 

  



Queensland Wader – Issue 131       March, April, May 2025 

13 

 

Ethical Birding Guidelines for General BirdLife Projects and 
Activities, Individuals and Tourism Operators 

 

1. Purpose  
The purpose of these Guidelines is to increase awareness of potential negative impacts that recreational, or 
commercial bird watching and photography may have on birds and their habitats.  The document seeks to guide 
staff, members and volunteers of BirdLife Australia and members of the general public who have an interest in 
birds and the environment.  It is intended that these guidelines will also assist commercial tour operators and 
volunteer group leaders to develop activities which minimise any negative impacts on birds while seeking to 
enhance the experience of their participants.  
 
‘Birding’ and ‘bird watching’ here is used to refer to recreational activities involving wild birds, for example bird 
watching or photography.   
 

2. Rationale  
Recreational bird watching and associated tourist activities can have negative impacts on the environment.  Often 
these impacts are the result of a lack of awareness.  BirdLife Australia can play a major role in ameliorating or 
avoiding these negative impacts by providing advice, setting ethical standards and educating the public on these 
issues.  
 

3. Principles  
3.1 The welfare of birds and their habitat always comes first 

Avoid stressing birds or exposing them to danger Birders should keep an appropriate distance from all 
birds they observe, noting that some species are more disturbance prone than others.  Where possible, 
stay on marked trails and avoid entering restricted areas, no matter how tempting it may be to venture 
closer.  Disturbing a bird’s feeding area or nesting sites can cause stress and fear that may cause 
nest/chick failure directly or drive the bird into an area where it is more vulnerable to predators. 
 
Exercise restraint and caution during observation, photography, sound recording or filming.  Limit the use 
of call playback and other methods of attracting birds and avoid using such methods in heavily birded 
areas or for attracting any species listed as Threatened or known to be rare in your local area.  Keep well 
back from nests and nesting colonies, roosts, display areas and important feeding sites. In such sensitive 
areas, if there is an intention of extended observation, photography, filming, or sound recording, try to use 
a blind or hide, and take advantage of natural cover.  For some species with highly camouflaged 
eggs/chick and passive nest/chick defence behaviours, you may not even be aware you are near breeding 
birds.  For these species, avoiding any approach during the breeding season is advised.  
 
There are many useful birding tools that can bring birders close to the species they observe without 
interacting with the birds.  Zoom camera lenses, binoculars and spotting scopes are useful options.  A bit 
of patience on the part of the birder will help the bird to feel more secure about the birder’s presence and 
it may venture closer on its own.  

 
3.2 Call playback 

With the advance of smartphones and bird guide apps with bird calls the use of call playback has become 
very easy. It is important to recognise that call playback can distress target birds and other species and 
may disrupt feeding and/or breeding activity.  As a rule, BirdLife Australia does not support the use of call 
playback for the purposes of recreational bird observation or photography. In particular, playback should 
not be used in areas that get visited frequently by birders using playback.  Responsible use of call 
playback can be valuable in locating cryptic birds without causing serious harm; however, it is a skilled 
activity and should not be taken lightly. Its use may require ethics and other permits, especially for 
threatened or rare species and during the breeding season where population level in addition to individual 
impacts are more likely.  Permit specifics may vary but will include limits on time to short periods e.g. < 
5min and brief snippets of 30 seconds or less, and on volume to be quieter than the bird’s natural call 
volume. 

 
3.3 Flushing  

While any interaction with birds runs the risk that they will occasionally startle and fly off, BirdLife Australia 
believes it is unacceptable to deliberately flush birds in order to get a good view of the underwing or any 
other part of the bird not usually seen.  Repeatedly flushing birds can mean they use up vital energy 
needed for other activities such as feeding and can place the bird under undue stress.  
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3.4 Spotlighting   

Spotlighting disturbs birds and animals which may be sleeping or resting and may interfere with the night 
sight of nocturnal species.  Using a spotlight near a nest may also cause birds to abandon their nest or 
the young to fall. It is recommended that birders adopt a precautionary approach and if necessary, keep 
the time that a bird is held in the spotlight to a minimum i.e. for seconds rather than minutes.  The use of 
lower intensity spotlights, red filters and directing the light to the side of the subject will help reduce the 
discomfort to the bird.   

 
3.5 Drones (Unmanned Aerial Vehicles)  

Drones are used creating new opportunities for bird observation.  Because this technology has only 
become accessible in recent years, data on their impacts on birds are limited and a precautionary 
approach is advised.  Comply with relevant civil aviation rules, which includes considerations such as 
proximity to airports and other people (www.casa.gov.au/aircraft/landing-page/flying-drones-australia ). 
Also comply with local regulations regarding their use on public land and certain infrastructure; use of 
drones in National Parks, for example, is prohibited.  Avoid the use of drones for bird observation in areas 
visited frequently by birders or the general public and for species listed as Threatened or known to be 
rare locally.  Do not fly drones near nests or nesting colonies unless you have fully considered the risks 
to the target birds and other species and have received ethics approval; for instance, advanced chicks 
may jump from the nest and adults may be killed or injured in aerial nest defence.  Ensure drone design 
with regard to shape, size and movement does not mimic a threat to birds. If you notice the drone causes 
distress to birds, wildlife or other people, end the flight.    

 
3.6 Photography  

Bird photography provides a way of increasing public appreciation and understanding of birds and their 
habitat, provides enjoyment and satisfaction to the photographer and contributes to BirdLife Australia’s 
conservation project work where it is done under strict guidance and with appropriate training.  Photography 
also presents additional problems which are specific to the activity.  

 

• Photographers should keep a close watch on their subject and look for signs of distress, such as alarm 
calls, “broken wing displays” or “crouching”.  Lingering too long in a bird’s core territory can cause stress 
and even nest abandonment.  Photographing nesting shorebirds and seabirds should be avoided.  

• Photographers should use artificial light sparingly, especially for close-ups.  

• While some birds are seemingly oblivious to observers and photographers e.g. sunbirds nesting on the 
deck, photography at the nest should be avoided as it can attract predators or spook adults and chicks.  
No modifications to the nest or its immediate surroundings should be made.   

• Photographers should be aware of potential predators watching them and the bird/s they are 
photographing.  Their presence, prolonged observation and potential flushing of birds can alert a predator 
to prey.  

• Photographers should be conscious of how long they in proximity to their bird subject.  During the breeding 
season of birds, photographers should limit time spent with a given subject, as they could be keeping the 
bird/s from returning to the nest or chicks.  

• Specific ethical photography guidelines are also provided by the BirdLife Photography Group 
http://birdlifephotography.org.au/index.php/about-us/our-policies  

 
3.7 Avoid handling birds 

Birders should never touch a bird without extreme cause.  It may be necessary to move an injured bird 
off the road or to help relocate fledglings that fall from a nest.  For precocial chicks: do not touch and 
immediately leave the area near these chicks.  If you cannot gently chase the bird out of harm’s way, hold 
a bird by its body not by its limbs and never put pressure on a bird’s chest.  Ensure your own safety as 
some birds can inflict serious wounds, carry germs or are in dangerous locations e.g. on the road.  Handle 
the birds as little as possible and put them in a safe, calm area to recuperate.   

 
3.8 Rare bird sightings  

It is natural to want to share the exciting discovery of a new nest, a rare bird species or an unknown 
birding site, but doing so could result in increased stress to the birds. 
 
The location of nesting sites of rare species or species of conservation significance should only be 
divulged to relevant conservation authorities.  
 
BirdLife Australia expects birders to consider the consequences of attracting large numbers of birders to 
sensitive areas.  Birds are naturally shy and can easily be disturbed by a sudden increase in human 
presence, even if birders practice good birding ethics.   

  

http://www.casa.gov.au/aircraft/landing-page/flying-drones-australia
http://birdlifephotography.org.au/index.php/about-us/our-policies
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3.9 Habitat disturbance   

Avoid leaving litter along a birding trail, and do not move dead branches, brush or tree limbs in order to 
see birds more clearly—move your body instead to find a better observational angle.  Stay on roads, 
trails, and paths where they exist; and otherwise keep habitat disturbance to a minimum.  

 
3.10 Feeding  

The effects of providing artificial food on Australian native birds are still a matter of quantitative research.  
As a precaution BirdLife Australia therefore recommends to refrain from feeding birds to avoid exposing 
birds to unhealthy foods, diseases or predation especially at regular feeding sites.  

 
3.11 Watering  

Australian birds regularly take advantage of natural and artificial water sources which can provide great 
places for bird watching.  Make sure that your presence does not prevent birds from accessing water.  If 
you maintain an artificial watering point ensure it is kept clean and not easily accessible to predators and 
is not a drowning hazard especially for young birds by placing a rock etc. in the water basin as a way out.  

 
3.12 Report bird sightings  

Individuals, commercial tour operators, environmental consultants and volunteer guides should take 
advantage of their (repeat) visits to a particular location to contribute information to ornithological 
databases and ongoing studies.  However, care needs to be taken not to disclose the locations of 
sensitive species or attract fellow birders to locations not accessible without permission or that are unsafe 
e.g. private property or military training areas.  BirdLife Australia’s https://birdata.Birdlife.org.au is the best 
example of such a database in Australia.  Unlike some other databases it also automatically prevents 
disclosure of location data for species of conservation concern.  You can also request your data to be 
kept from public view.  During your visit you may also come across problems which affect the survival of 
birds and their habitat, e.g. illegal bird trapping or environmental degradation.  Please report these to 
conservation@birdlife.org.au   

 
3.13 Do not enter private property without the owner’s explicit permission  

It is important that birders respect the rights of private land owners and seek permission prior to entering 
private property.  When birders enter an area without permission from the landholder, they can damage 
relations between the owner and the entire birding and conservation communities.  This applies explicitly 
also to traditionally owned lands.  So please, always seek permission before entering property to view or 
photograph birds. 

 
3.14 Follow all laws, rules, and regulations governing use of roads and public areas, both in Australia and 
 abroad 

Remember that Indigenous traditional lands may be subject to additional regulations and respect the 
rights of traditional owners to care for their land.  Regardless of the location, always obey the laws which 
govern access to the area being visited. 
 
When driving in wet conditions, birders should also be aware of the damage that can result from driving 
on dirt roads or tracks.  Many roads may not be signposted as “dry weather only”, but the damage done 
by vehicles can create ill-will from landholders, land managers and locals as well as have an impact on 
habitat quality through excess run-off from the road surface.  Hot engines especially those of petrol cars 
can spark bush-fires so avoid pulling off the road into dry grass.  No official BirdLife Australia outdoor 
activities are permitted on days and in areas affected by a ‘Total Fire Ban’. 

 
3.15 Practice common courtesy in interactions with other people 

Birding is one of the most popular hobbies in the world, and an ethical birder is a polite one.  When visiting 
popular birding locations, share the best views with other birders and avoid any behaviour that may disrupt 
birds or distract other birders.  Keep conversation to a minimum, turn off mobile phones and avoid using 
flash photography that may disturb birds or other birders. 

 

Respect the law and the rights of others – Be an advocate for bird conservation and 
birding  
 

4. Group Birding Ethics  
BirdLife Australia believes that both commercial and volunteer tour leaders have a responsibility to promote ethical 
birding and to educate participants on bird conservation.  We expect BirdLife Australia branches and affiliates as 
well as commercial operators using our services (e.g. for advertising or data) to uphold these ethical standards.  
  

https://birdata.birdlife.org.au/
mailto:conservation@birdlife.org.au
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4.1 Lead by example and know your audience   

Follow and promote these Guidelines and encourage participants to do the same.  Before setting out on 
an excursion, find out the level of knowledge and experience within the group you are leading.  This will 
provide a good platform to promote the principles of ethical birding and to publicise the issues pertaining 
to bird conservation at a level commensurate to the group.  

 
4.2 Impart knowledge  

To provide a satisfying experience for all participants without damaging the location being visited, group 
leaders should:  

• seek to impart accurate information to participants in such a way that appreciation and respect for the 
places visited is enhanced especially in Key Biodiversity Areas (KBAs), the areas that matter most for 
birds and wildlife www.birdlife.org.au/kba   

• educate participants on the importance of following the ethical birding principles   

• promote an understanding of the area visited and the issues which affect the management and long-term 
protection of the area; and  

• help participants understand the factors that led to the small populations and ranges of endangered 
species and what can be done to ensure their long-term survival  

 
4.3 Get involved  

When the opportunity arises, the tour operator or volunteer leader should also seek to:  

• involve participants in activities which have a positive impact on the location being visited (e.g. voluntary 
conservation work)  

• encourage participants to record observations, which may contribute to the overall understanding of the 
area being visited; and  

• use local businesses to provide services for the tour group to give local communities an additional 
incentive to conserve their natural environment.  

 
4.4 Consider the birds  

Group leaders and tour operators bear a special responsibility to place the welfare of birds and the 
benefits of public knowledge ahead of a company’s commercial interests, or a group’s, or individual’s bird 
watching needs. Ideally, leaders should keep track of tour sightings, document unusual occurrences, and 
submit records to appropriate organisations.   
 
Limit group sizes to reduce the impact on the environment and do not interfere with others using the same 
area. 

 

The welfare of birds always comes first   
• Do not stress birds or expose them to danger (e.g. through flushing)  

• Minimize the use and impact of methods such as spotlighting and call playback (30 sec bouts in 5 min 
total activity). Avoid them during nesting season and for rare and threatened species   

• In bird photography, avoid lingering around nests or core territories, favourite feeding or drinking sites and 
limit the use of artificial light  

• Avoid handling birds (except in cases of extreme cause e.g. injured bird in danger)  

• Report bird sightings, ensuring no sensitive data for threatened species goes public e.g. by reporting on 
sites with built-in safeguards e.g. https://birdata.birdlife.org.au  

• Avoid feeding birds or providing inappropriate water sources  

Care for the bird’s habitat  
• Stay on roads, trails, and paths where they exist especially in National parks, reserves and Key 

Biodiversity Areas (KBAs) www.birdlife.org.au/KBA   

• Do not litter rather pick up litter along a birding trail and in bird habitat  

• Keep habitat disturbance to a minimum  

• Apply the same care to other wildlife as you would to birds  

Respect the law and the rights of others   
• Do not enter private property or Indigenous lands without explicit permission  

• Follow all laws, rules, and regulations governing use of roads and public areas  

• Practice common courtesy in interactions with other people   

Be an advocate for bird conservation and birding  
• Lead by example and know your audience – encourage others in ethical birding  

• Share your knowledge and love for birds to inspire their conservation  

• Engage and support local communities and get involved in conservation. 
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Black-tailed Godwits: Iconic Wetland Network Creators 
Birdlife 9 January 2025 
 

 
 

New study finds that the migratory bird connects over a thousand wetlands across 
Europe and Africa. 
 
The Black-tailed godwit (Limosa limosa) is more than a shorebird wading along wetlands – it’s now a striking 
symbol of the connectivity of important wetland sites!  A new research paper published by the CE3C,[1] 
CESAM,[2] the RSPB,[3] and BirdLife International reveals that this migratory species links over a thousand 
wetlands across Northern and Southern Europe and West Africa.  Some of these wetland hotspots are literal 
transportation hubs for the godwits but also currently show a lack of protection and recognition in restoration 
works. 
 
The international team of over 40 researchers compiled the movements of 10,000 individual godwits across 
Europe and Africa and mapped the connections between the wetlands through the birds’ migration paths.  The 
data of the resulting map helped the team to identify 49 hotspot wetland sites.  One of the many key hubs is the 
Tagus Estuary, near Lisbon, Portugal. Godwits passing through Tagus visit more than 200 sites across 16 
countries, often traveling over 3000km to destinations such as Iceland or Guinea-Bissau. 
 
“This sort of information is invaluable as it shows that messing up our backyard can have implications for wildlife 
from far-flung places,” says Martin Beal, lead author of the study at CE3C – Centre for Environmental and 
Ecological Changes at the Faculty of Sciences in Lisbon, Portugal. 
 
To map out the movements of the godwits, the team combined data from GPS tracking devices placed on the 
birds, with sightings of birds by skilled observers.  Colour-coded plastic rings placed on the godwits’ legs acted 
like name tags, enabling identification from afar with binoculars or telescopes. 
 
The research team highlighted several sites lacking formal recognition and protection, such as the lower 
Casamance River, in southern Senegal.  This area, rich in mangroves and small-scale rice paddies, hosts godwits 
from at least eight other countries during the winter. 
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Unfortunately, the godwit has experienced rapid declines in the last years in Europe, largely due to intensive 
agriculture affecting the quality of its habitat.  The new study emphasizes the urgent need for collaboration across 
borders to ensure a future for migratory birds, such as the black-tailed godwit. 
 
As a public resource, the team has made the godwit and wetland map available online.  Birdwatchers and 
conservationists alike can explore the wetland network and discover key hotspots for their next nature and birding 
trip. 
 
[1] Centre for Environmental and Ecological Changes at the Faculty of Sciences in Lisbon, Portugal. 
[2] Centre for Environmental and Marine Studies, University of Aveiro 
[3] Royal Society for the Protection of Bird 
 

Information on the paper that led to the article above 
 

Journal of applied Ecology 
Site-level connectivity identified from multiple sources of movement data to inform 
conservation of a migratory bird 
 
Abstract 

1. Migratory birds depend on a suite of sites across their annual cycles, making them vulnerable to a wide 
variety of anthropogenic pressures.  Current area-based conservation measures have been found 
inadequate to safeguard migratory birds, in part due to a lack of consideration for the connectivity between 
sites mediated by the movements of individuals. 

2. To address this issue, we develop a network analysis integrating different types of individual movement 
data for a migratory shorebird, the Black-tailed Godwit (Limosa limosa), across the East Atlantic Flyway.  
Leveraging metal-ring recoveries, colour-ring re-sightings and satellite tracking from over 10,000 
individual godwits, we quantify variation in connectivity between sites across the migratory range, using 
two weighted metrics to address sampling biases. 

3. Colour-ring re-sightings provided the largest number of sites (70%) and links (60% and 43% per season) 
overall, followed by tracking data (50% of sites, 49% and 63% of links per season) and ring recoveries 
(25% of sites, <1% of links per season), with clear regional variation in datatype contributions.  Sampling 
completeness of the network structure varied with longitude, with information particularly lacking in central 
and eastern countries of both Europe and Africa. 

4. We identified 49 sites playing a disproportionate role in the site network, each with direct connections to 
48 (interquartile range 32–84) other sites, on average. Just 23 (47%) top sites are formally recognized for 
their international importance for Black-tailed Godwits, and 33 (67%) were robust to sampling 
incompleteness.  Across all 1058 sites, 20% lacked protected area coverage, and per site, 44% (44% ± 
SD) of bird relocations fell within protected areas. 

5. Integrating multiple sources of data improved geographical coverage and completeness of the site 
network, allowing us to quantify the importance of sites in terms of connectivity across the flyway.  Our 
results highlight shortcomings of existing area-based conservation measures and add value to ongoing 
efforts to identify important sites for migratory birds. 

6. Policy implications. The increasing availability of individual movement data provides valuable 
opportunities to reveal the inter-dependence of sites used by migratory species, which can help identify 
priority areas and facilitate flyway-scale management.  

https://www.birdlife.org/news/2025/01/09/black-tailed-godwits-iconic-wetland-network-creators/#_ftnref1
https://www.birdlife.org/news/2025/01/09/black-tailed-godwits-iconic-wetland-network-creators/#_ftnref2
https://www.birdlife.org/news/2025/01/09/black-tailed-godwits-iconic-wetland-network-creators/#_ftnref3
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New Publication Indicates Devastating Extinction of the Slender-
Billed Curlew 

18 November 2024 
 
Slender-billed Curlew, a migratory shorebird that once bred in western Siberia and wintered around the 
Mediterranean is now extinct according to scientists. This is the first known global bird extinction from mainland 
Europe, North Africa and West Asia. 
 
Scientists have today published an objective analysis that indicates the extinction of the Slender-billed Curlew, a 
migratory shorebird that once bred in western Siberia and wintered around the Mediterranean.  It was last 
unequivocally seen in north Morocco in 1995.  This is the first known global bird extinction from mainland Europe, 
North Africa and West Asia.  The IUCN Red List currently recognises 164 birds to have become extinct since 
1500, from more than 11,000 species that have had their conservation status assessed by BirdLife International, 
the global Red List Authority for birds.  
 
The publication was a collaboration between the RSPB, BirdLife International, Naturalis Biodiversity Center and 
the Natural History Museum.   
 

 
Header Image: Slender billed Curlew In Morocco © Chris Gomersall, rspbimages.com 

 
Nicola Crockford, Principal Policy Officer for the RSPB said: “This is one of the most fundamentally devastating 
stories to come out of nature conservation in a century and gets to the very heart of why the RSPB and BirdLife 
Partnership are doing what we do; that is, ultimately, to prevent extinction of species. This is the first known global 
extinction of a bird from mainland Europe, North Africa and West Asia.  This has happened in our lifetimes.  How 
can we expect countries beyond Europe to step up for their species when our comparatively wealthy countries 
have failed?”   
 
The causes of the Slender-billed Curlew’s decline may never be fully understood, but possible pressures included 
extensive drainage of their raised bog breeding grounds for agricultural use, the loss of coastal wetlands used for 
winter feeding, and hunting, especially latterly, of an already reduced, fragmented and declining population.  There 
could have been impacts from pollution, disease, predation, and climate change, but the scale of these impacts 
is unknown.  
 
Dr Alex Bond, Senior Curator in Charge of Birds at the Natural History Museum, has been part of the team tracing 
the fate of the curlew.  He said, “When the Slender-billed Curlew stopped returning to their main wintering site at 
Merja Zerga, Morocco, there was quite a lot of effort put in to try to locate them on breeding grounds.  Several 
expeditions, hundreds of thousands of square kilometres searched. And all this has turned up, unfortunately, is 
nothing.”  
 
Dr Bond continues, “As climate change continues, this is going to be the status quo. Things are not getting better 
for birds.  Tackling climate change, habitat destruction and pollution is the best chance we’ve got at protecting 
them, at home and abroad.”  
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Slender-billed Curlew specimen © Natural History Museum 

 
This news follows the recent announcement that 16 other migratory shorebird species have just been uplisted to 
higher threat categories on the IUCN Red List of Threatened Species, owing to population declines.  
 
Alex Berryman, Red List Officer at BirdLife International, and a co-author of the study, said; “The devasting loss 
of the Slender-billed Curlew sends a warning that no birds are immune from the threat of extinction.  More than 
150 bird species have become globally extinct since 1500. Invasive species have often been the culprit, with 90% 
of bird extinctions impacting island species.  However, while the wave of island extinctions may be slowing, the 
rate of continental extinctions is increasing.  This is a result of habitat destruction and degradation, overexploitation 
and other threats. Urgent conservation action is desperately needed to save birds; without it we must be braced 
for a much larger extinction wave washing over the continents.”  
 
Nicola Crockford concluded “Migratory birds connect nations.  Efforts by some countries to conserve a species 
can be undermined by damaging actions in other countries which share the same migratory species. Just as 
carbon in the atmosphere is a measure of international efforts to combat climate change, the status of migratory 
species is an indicator of the success of international efforts to conserve biodiversity.  The extinction of the 
Slender-billed Curlew is as much a clarion call for greatly enhanced action for nature as the floods, fires and 
droughts devastating the planet are for action to combat climate change.” 
 
 

Threat Abatement Plan for Predation by Feral Cats 2024 
Editor’sNote: This article is of interest to us all as nature lovers and bird enthusiasts 

 

Summary 
 
Predation by feral cats is listed as a key threatening process under the Commonwealth Environment Protection 
and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act), in recognition of the significant detrimental impact feral cats 
have on many Australian threatened species.  The national management of feral cats has been coordinated and 
implemented through a succession of threat abatement plans (established in 1999, 2008 and 2015). These plans 
have successively contributed to: 
 

• major gains in knowledge about cats and their impacts in Australia 

• important advances in the efficacy and range of options available to manage them 

• significant conservation outcomes, especially for species most susceptible to cat predation 

• broad stakeholder recognition of the threat posed by feral cats and the need for actions to reduce that threat. 
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This plan builds on the foundations established by, and progress made in implementing, these previous plans, 
and seeks to further advance the effectiveness and coordination of feral cat management across Australia, 
thereby reducing their impacts on Australian threatened species and other components of biodiversity. 
 
In Australia, landholders and state and territory governments hold primary responsibility for on-ground 
management of established invasive species like feral cats, and the latter also make and administer legislation 
on companion animal management. Local governments can, to the extent relevant state / territory law permits, 
enact local bylaws to augment that legislation. 
 
The Australian Government supports coordinated national efforts to control invasive species, including through 
the development of threat abatement plans, like this one, for listed key threatening processes. 
 
These threat abatement plans provide the framework for coordinated and efficient national effort by identifying 
ambitious new actions and encouraging continued action. In doing so, they take a multi-pronged approach, 
presenting a comprehensive suite of the actions that, if implemented by the relevant identified parties, are 
expected to significantly improve threat abatement in the interests of threatened species recovery in Australia. 
 
Furthermore, threat abatement plans present a way for all parties with a role in managing the key threatening 
process, in this case feral cats, to achieve more significant outcomes by avoiding duplication of effort, facilitating 
knowledge and resource sharing, building consistency in management approaches, addressing cross-border 
issues, and collaboratively addressing stakeholder interests and concerns. They are also used by the Australian 
Government, and others, to guide related investments. Implementing actions and contributing to achievement of 
this plan’s objectives, requires the combined efforts of governments, together with the actions of landholders, 
communities, cat owners, First Nations peoples, the private sector and non-government organisations (NGO) who 
deliver biodiversity protection and conservation. 
 
The Commonwealth must implement a threat abatement plan to the extent to which it applies in Commonwealth 
areas, and Commonwealth legislation allows threat abatement plans to be made jointly with interested states and 
territories. 
 
This threat abatement plan has been developed, and should be implemented, in accordance with the following 
principles: 
1. Stakeholder groups with interests in cat management and welfare should be respectfully engaged. 
2. The management of feral cats should incorporate and support the management objectives and expertise of 

First Nations people, and be appropriate to local contexts including local cultural values and perspectives. 
3. Programs to reduce cat impacts should use actions that are justified by optimising biodiversity outcomes, 

overall humaneness, and the sustainability of the action(s). 
4. Cat management should occur within an evidence-based and adaptive management framework, where 

monitoring leads to continual improvements in knowledge and refinement of management actions. 
5. Feral cat management should consider a broad ecological context – where applicable, including potential 

consequences on other feral animals, and conducted in a manner that integrates pest control for biodiversity 
outcomes. 

6. The priority accorded to the management of feral cats should be commensurate with the ongoing severe 
impacts of cat predation on much of Australia’s fauna, including many threatened species, and with the 
magnitude of beneficial impacts likely to arise from feral cat control. 
 

This threat abatement plan sets a long-term goal, with a 30-year horizon: 
To reduce the impacts of cats sufficiently to ensure the long-term viability of all affected native 
species. 
 

Note: In this plan, ‘cat’ is used to refer to pet and feral cats collectively, whilst the terms ‘pet cat’ and ‘feral cat’ are 
used to refer to those specific subsets of cats. Feral cats may be further described as those living in natural 
environments, and those living in or around human infrastructure or heavily modified environments. Refer to 
section 3.1 for further explanation. 

 
This plan seeks to reduce the impacts of cats on biodiversity; many other factors also affect biodiversity such that 
alleviating the impact of cats will not necessarily lead to recovery and long-term viability of cat-affected species. 
This threat abatement plan represents one component of a broader conservation challenge and management 
response. Furthermore, and as described in section 4.1.3, some other threats compound the impact of cats, and 
conservation responses need to recognise such interactions and manage across compounding threats. That said, 
cats pose the major threat to many native species, and hence the highest priority for management response. 
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Cat impacts on fauna arise mainly from predation, and potentially also from pathogens and diseases that are 
spread by cats. Impacts may be direct (e.g. cats substantially reduce a population via predation or disease), or 
indirect (e.g. cats disrupt ecosystems by reducing the abundance of ecologically significant species). 
 
The goal will be achieved when: 

• There are no further extinctions of native species, nor extirpations of island populations (including seabird 
colonies), due to impacts from cats. 

• Cat-driven declines in extremely and highly cat-susceptible native species (as defined in Table 1, section 
4.1.1) are stopped and reversed to the extent that these species are no longer eligible for listing as threatened 
as a result of cat impacts. Recognising that some cat-susceptible species may also be affected by other 
factors, the effective control of cat impacts may not always be sufficient to allow for such recovery, and the 
conservation of such species may be contingent on management of cats and other threats. 

• Cat impacts are reduced across large landscapes and priority locations, such that no currently unlisted 
species become threatened because of impacts from cats. 

•  
To move strategically towards this long-term goal, the plan has 9 objectives to organise actions over the next 5 
and 10 years (Figure 1). The objectives have been developed following review of the previous threat abatement 
plans, and consultation with experts and stakeholder groups, including First Nations people. 
 
Four are cross-cutting objectives that support the delivery of the on-ground actions covered in the other 5 
objectives. They include: enhancing legislative and regulatory settings; ensuring cat management is evidence-
based and supported by the public; delivering research to inform management; and, improving control options. 
 
Five objectives are designed to deliver on-ground benefits to native species affected by cats: one seeks to prevent 
further spread of cats to islands; 3 objectives seek to protect native species that vary in their susceptibility to cat 
predation; and, one objective focuses on protecting native species living in peri-urban areas. 
 
FIGURE 1 THE RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN THE 9 OBJECTIVES IN THE THREAT ABATEMENT PLAN 

 
Objectives 1 to 4 are cross-cutting, and support the on-ground Objectives 5 to 9. Objectives 6 to 8 are hierarchical, 
with Objective 6 requiring the strongest cat control and management for the most cat-susceptible native species. 
 
This plan primarily addresses the threat of predation by feral cats, given this is the focus of the key threatening 
process for which this plan is made, but it also acknowledges and considers the role of feral cats as competitors, 
and as vectors for pathogens causing serious disease in native animal species, livestock and people. Further, it 
recognises that pet cats also cause predation and disease impacts on native species (including threatened 
species), and can become a source for the feral cat population, especially around human habitation and 
infrastructure. 
 
This plan therefore approaches the issue of feral and pet cat management in an integrated way, noting that 
implementation of specific actions for both feral and pet cat management will vary with the local social, planning, 
and geographic context. 
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This plan should be read in conjunction with the background document (Background document for the threat 
abatement plan for predation by feral cats 2024; DCCEEW 2024a). The background document provides relevant 
key information, evidence and referenced sources (current to the time of its publication) to support the 
commentary and actions in this plan, including on feral cat ecology, distribution and abundance; impacts on 
environmental, social and cultural values; current and emerging management practices; and research priorities. 

 
 
Links for this article: 
Threat abatement plan for predation by feral cats 2024 (PDF 3.1 MB) 
Threat abatement plan for predation by feral cats 2024 (DOCX 3.5 MB) 
 
Background document for the Threat abatement plan for predation by feral cats 2024 (PDF 2 MB) 
Background document for the Threat abatement plan for predation by feral cats 2024 (DOCX 2.4 MB) 
 
 
Other federal government links for this topic 
Threat abatement plan for predation by feral cats - DCCEEW 
 
 
 

Count Programme by Linda Cross 
 
Apart from far north Queensland, where unprecedented heavy rain was problematic for some counters, favourable 
weather conditions along most of the Queensland coast was experienced for the National Summer count over the 
weekend of 18 and 19 January 2025. However, the large tide height saw some of the roost sites underwater. 
 
In total, 87 sites were counted but regrettably 20 sites were not.  This excludes Bundaberg and Mackay sites 
where we have not had any counters for many years.  Most sites were counted on the weekend, while others 
were counted within 3 days either side. Tweed Heads counts took place in late December and early January due 
to shortage of counters and Moreton Island surveys were re-scheduled to 4 February due to weather conditions.  
The Burdekin region counters experienced a lot of rain and were unable to conduct the surveys. Last contact with 
them informed me that they have been flooded in for 10 days and still unable to get out.  St. Helena Island counts 
have been re-scheduled to a date in late February and will not appear in these figures. 
 
The 2025 National Summer count produced a total of 18,780 from 87 sites (considerably less than the 2024 count 
of 33,816 waders from 82 sites). 
 
In the table below are the results for the National Summer count.  Species listed as per IOC checklist v14.1.  Also 
included in the last column are the totals for the 2024 count (from 82 count sites) for comparison. 
 

Species FNQ CQ GSS SC NMB CMB SMB GC/TH Totals 
2025 

Totals 
2024 

Beach Stone-curlew 6 - - 3 3 - - 1 13 20 

Pied Oystercatcher 4 4 119 10 82 30 255 10 514 831 

Sooty Oystercatcher - - - 2 2 - 3 - 7 4 

Pied Stilt - 462 34 24 316 734 129 100 1799 2084 

Red-necked Avocet - 8 - - - 30 - - 38 38 

Grey Plover - - 48 - 15 - - - 63 127 

Pacific Golden Plover 5 - 94 134 83 16 98 2 432 439 

Black-fronted Dotterel - 22 - - 6 3 25 - 56 35 

Masked Lapwing 30 35 34 - 104 38 28 18 287 274 

Red-kneed Dotterel - 8 - - 13 - - - 21 - 

Siberian Sand Plover 27 5 29 - 2 6 299 - 368 1199 

Greater Sand Plover 16 - 54 - - - 1 - 71 65 

Red-capped Plover 33 190 47 67 15 89 86 - 527 925 

Comb-crested Jacana - - 21 - 8 - - - 29 8 

Eurasian Whimbrel 7 25 - 73 457 234 109 56 961 1126 

Far Eastern Curlew 4 64 110 43 298 157 691 51 1418 1799 

Bar-tailed Godwit 83 64 1044 100 3624 266 705 103 5989 13336 

Black-tailed Godwit 1 - - - 1 397 - - 399 413 

Latham’s Snipe - 2 - - - 1 - - 3 4 

Terek Sandpiper - - - - - - 38 - 38 25 

https://www.dcceew.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/tap-for-predation-feral-cats-2024.pdf
https://www.dcceew.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/tap-for-predation-feral-cats-2024.docx
https://www.dcceew.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/background-document-for-tap-predation-feral-cats-2024.pdf
https://www.dcceew.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/background-document-for-tap-predation-feral-cats-2024.docx
https://www.dcceew.gov.au/environment/biodiversity/threatened/publications/tap/threat-abatement-plan-feral-cats
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Grey-tailed Tattler 6 - 1 - 78 40 306 - 431 2023 

Marsh Sandpiper 2 26 51 - - 32 - - 111 142 

Nordmann’s Greenshank - - - - - - - - - 1 

Common Greenshank 2 8 6 - 1 22 11 - 50 54 

Ruddy Turnstone - - 1 - 9 - 54 - 64 154 

Great Knot 344 - 96 - 280 41 - - 761 1801 

Red Knot - - 10 - 2 7 - - 19 7 

Sharp-tailed Sandpiper 4 106 - - 49 874 58 - 1091 798 

Curlew Sandpiper 10 5 - - - 419 28 - 462 2244 

Red-necked Stint 151 215 20 1 45 953 1348 - 2733 3832 

Sanderling - - - - -  - - - 6 

Little Stint - - - - - 1 - - 1 - 

Unidentified small wader - - - - - 15 - - 15 - 

Unidentified med wader - - - - - 9 - - 9 2 

Total Wader Species 18 17 18 10 23 22 19 8 30 30 

Total Wader Numbers 735 1249 1819 457 5493 4414 4272 341 18780 33816 

 
FNQ – Far North QLD – Cairns and Cooktown (5 sites). Eight sites in the Burdekin River area were not counted. 
CQ – Central Queensland – Gladstone and Yeppoon (6 sites).  No counts for Bundaberg or Mackay. 
GSS – Great Sandy Strait – Boonooroo, Maaroom and Hervey Bay (9 sites). Two sites were not counted, and 
 no counts were conducted for Tin Can Bay. 
SC – Sunshine Coast – Caloundra, Maroochy River and Noosa River (10 sites). 
NMB – North Moreton Bay – Moreton Island, Redcliffe, Deception Bay, Bribie Island and Toorbul (27 sites). Two 
 sites were not counted. 
CMB – Central Moreton Bay – Port of Brisbane complex, Luggage Point, Kedron Brook, Nudgee Beach and 
 Pine River (8 sites). Five sites on St Helena Island did not take place and re-scheduled for late 
 February. 
SMB – Southern Moreton Bay – Victoria Point, Thornlands, Cleveland, North Stradbroke Island, Wellington 
 Point, Thorneside, Manly and Lytton (14 sites). No counts for 2 sites in the southern section. 
GC/TH –Gold Coast and Tweed Heads NSW (7) sites. One site was not counted. 
 
Note: There are 12 sub-sites within the Port of Brisbane complex but recorded as 1 site for the table.   
 
In the table above, 20 migratory (1 less than last year) and 10 resident species (1 more than last year) were 
recorded during the summer count. Migratory waders accounted for 82% of the count. Of those, 39% were Bar-
tailed Godwit and 18% were Red-necked Stint.   Resident wader numbers were 18% with Pied Stilt at less than 
1% of the whole count and 55% of the resident species count. North Moreton Bay sites recorded 29% of the total 
summer count followed by Central Moreton Bay with 24% and South Moreton Bay with 23%. 
 
In the table below are the regional National Summer counts for the past few years for comparison. 
 

 Sites 
counted 

FNQ CQ GSS SC NMB CMB SMB GC/TH Totals 

2025 87 735 1249 1819 457 5493 4414 4272 341 18780 

2024 82 999 1056 5060 520 9453 12915 3751 62 33816 

2023 95 2076 1737 3188 369 7701 11050 3544 114 29779 

2022 66 5167 190 447 327 3261 7746 5615 NC 22753 

2021 85 103 270 7209 436 7231 10051 7333 87 32720 

2020 97 720 827 2892 380 9277 11809 8622 10 34537 

 
It was a little disheartening to see the final figures for the summer count but given that sites in the Burdekin region 
were not surveyed, it is possible key species such as Grey Plover, Terek Sandpiper and Great Knot were missed 
to include in the numbers.  The wader count at the Port of Brisbane complex for the summer count was 5,392, 
half the number that was recorded during the December count (10,836) with numbers of Siberian Plover and 
Curlew Sandpiper being a fraction of the count and Pacific Golden Plover and Red-necked Stint being half the 
number.  Bush Stone-curlew, Wandering Tattler and Broad-billed Sandpiper were not recorded during the count. 
With several species totals looking alarming, one can only hope that the weekend selected for the count was not 
the best choice and we just missed the most opportune day to do it.  However, I have noted the decline of certain 
species (Grey Plover, Siberian Plover, Grey-tailed Tattler and Red-necked Stint) at certain sites over the last 
couple of years. Again, one can only hope I am wrong.  Many count sites along the Queensland coast are no 
longer included in the count programme and where surveys do not take place anymore because there are no 
counters for these sites.  If we could address that problem, counts from those sites would add greatly to the overall 
figures.  
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It is with deep sadness that we report the passing of 
Donald (Don) Bradley who passed away on 15 
December 2024. A long-time counter with the count 
programme, Don, along with his wife Lesley have been 
counting Point Vernon in Hervey Bay since November 
1996, with Gable’s Point Rocks site added sometime 
later.  Both Don and Lesley were involved in the bi-
annual Great Sandy Strait surveys from the beginning in 
2001 and during later years using their vessel to count 
the waders on the islands in the north section of the 
strait.  Don had a real love of shorebirds and even during 
retirement he did presentations to schools and 
community groups on shorebirds. Their passion for 
conservation saw them involved in several flora and 

fauna work. Both foundation members of FINIA (Fraser Island Natural Integrity Alliance) Don also did caretaking 
at Sandy Cape lighthouse on K’gari (Fraseri) Island where he would do weed management and turtle counts/nest 
relocation with Lesley.  Don (along with Lesley) helped contribute 521 counts into the database, which is a 
tremendous and valuable addition. We send our deepest condolences to his wife Lesley and their family. 
 
 
The other disappointing news is that Ken Cowell and Floss Wainwright have stepped down from the count 
programme after completing the National Summer count in January.  Another pair of long-time counters that I 
personally recruited during the ten-year period of K’gari (Fraser) Island Bird Week.  I can recall the moment we 
were on the catamaran in the strait, and they mentioned they had done wader counts in Tasmania.  Not letting an 
opportunity go by, my talons went out and I grabbed them both there and then.  Their first count was in December 
2006.  Not only have they counted their own sites (Nathan Road and Redcliffe airport northside) they have been 
involved with Port of Brisbane, Moreton Island, St Helena Island and other Moreton Bay surveys.  They joined 3 
biennial surveys of the Great Sandy Strait and most of the biennial Mackay surveys for many years.  While visiting 
relatives in Mackay, they continued to count several sites in the region and while in the Woodgate area, they did 
more surveys at sites there.  Ken and Floss have contributed 673 counts into the database, and we thank them 
for their prodigious effort and support.   
 
They have both been involved with the Port of Brisbane complex counts each month for many years and wish to 
continue assisting with these monthly surveys as it does not require a lot of walking. We sincerely thank them for 
their continued contribution to the count programme. 
 
On the bright side, we can welcome a couple of new counters (Megan Adams and Jackie Milton) who have 
resurrected the low tide counts at Nudgee Beach in November last year and have already completed 4 counts.  
Megan and Jackie hope to get other Boondall Wetlands staff involved in the counts.  We welcome new young 
blood into the count programme with open arms given that many of our current counters are in their senior years. 
The count programme looks forward to a continued relationship with you both. 
 

Site Date Flock size Juveniles in flock 

Oyster Point 01.11.24 457 21 

Oyster Point 03.11.24 396 <23 

Manly Harbour 08.11.24 374 23 

Lytton Claypan No1 09.11.24 1591 >16 

Manly Harbour 15.11.24 136 18 

Geoff Skinner Reserve 22.11.24 1426 >33 

Manly Harbour 26.11.24 154 12 

Queens Esplanade Thorneside 26.11.24 91 17 

Geoff Skinner Reserve 28.11.24 1190 >17 

In the table are the remaining counts for juvenile Bar-tailed Godwits within flocks.  
 
Thank you to the counters who took the time to check and record juvenile birds. 
 
An Asian Dowitcher was recorded at the Port of Brisbane complex (restricted access) on 22.12.24, a Long-toed 
Stint at a north Moreton Bay site on 06.12.24 and a Little Stint at Luggage Point (restricted access) on 19.01.25. 
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The Little Stint photographed by Gus Daly. 

 
Thirteen Red-kneed Dotterel were recorded at Deception Bay claypan on 18.01.25, which is only the third time 
this species has been recorded in double figures at the site.  The last sightings were back in 2013.  Black-fronted 
Dotterel are more common at this site. Three other sites recorded the species, Wunjunga Wetlands Burdekin 
region (8) on 05.01.25, Garnett’s Lagoons Susan River Hervey Bay (2) on 09.11.24 and Queensland Aluminium 
Limited at Gladstone (1) on 29.11.24. 
 
By the time you receive this newsletter, our cross Tasman visitor (Double-banded Plover) may have arrived on 
our shores, so make sure you check those small waders in case they are hiding amongst them.  They should be 
sporting some remnant breeding plumage. 
 
A staggering 3,376 Curlew Sandpiper were recorded at the Port of Brisbane on 10.11.24, blitzing the total of 2,712 
recorded back in December 2000.  The Port of Brisbane is the major roosting site for this species in Moreton Bay. 
Much lower numbers were recorded at Luggage Point (400) on 19.01.25 and Manly Harbour (31) on 09.11.24. 
Geoff Skinner Reserve recorded (59) on 06.12.24 while Gregory Road Hay’s Inlet recorded (19) on 12.01.25.  Six 
other sites from Brisbane through to Cooktown recorded them in single digits.  The single bird that was recorded 
at Cooktown on 01.11.24 was the first record for the site. 
 
Extracts from November, December and January counts for other migratory species appear below: 
 
Grey Plover: Boonooroo (48) on 19.01.25, Dead Tree Beach Moreton Island (15) on 04.02.25 and Port of 
 Brisbane complex (14) on 08.12.24 
Pacific Golden Plover: Port of Brisbane complex (661) on 08.12.24 and King Street Mudflat Thornlands (90) on 
 17.01.25. Several other sites recorded between 50 and 90 birds during November and December 
Siberian Sand Plover: Port of Brisbane complex (1,186) on 08.12.2 and Geoff Skinner Reserve (322) on 
 09.11.24  
Greater Sand Plover: Queensland Aluminium Limited Gladstone (40) on 30.12.24, Boonooroo (30) on 19.01.25 
 and O’Regan’s Creek westside Hervey Bay (24) on 18.01.25 
Eurasian Whimbrel: Dead Tree Beach Moreton Island (200) on 04.02.25 and Port of Brisbane complex (197) on 
 10.11.24 
Far Eastern Curlew: Geoff Skinner Reserve (689) on 18.01.25, George Bishop Causeway Toorbul (625) on 
 08.12.24, Port of Brisbane complex (468) on 10.11.24 and Boonooroo (293) on 09.11.24 
Bar-tailed Godwit: Kakadu Beach Bribie Island (2,620) on 02.12.24, Port of Brisbane complex (2,367) on 
 08.12.24, Geoff Skinner Reserve (1,426) on 22.11.24 and Maaroom (1,330) on 09.11.24 
Black-tailed Godwit: Gregory Road Hay’s Inlet (c350) on 12.01.25 and (135) on 18.01.25, Luggage Point (47) on 
 19.01.25 and Port of Brisbane complex (46) on 22.12.24, Also recorded at Amity sandbank, Manly 
 Harbour, Kakadu Beach Bribie Island, Maaroom and Cairns Esplanade but in much lower numbers   
Latham’s Snipe: Queensland Aluminium Limited Gladstone (2) on 17.01.25 (2) on 30.12.24 and (1) on 29.11.24, 
 Garnett’s Lagoons Susan River Hervey Bay (2) on 09.11.24, Dohle’s Rocks Road Pond (2) on 09.11.24 
 and Gregory Road Hays Inlet (1) on 12.01.25 
Terek Sandpiper: Kakadu Beach Bribie Island (c168) on 11.01.25, Manly Harbour (42) on 27.01.25, Cairns 
 Esplanade (13) on 07.12.24 and Endeavour River claypan Cooktown (1 – first record for site) on 
 01.11.24 
Common Sandpiper: Queensland Aluminium Limited Gladstone (1) on 29.11.24 
Grey-tailed Tattler: Port of Brisbane complex (847) on 19.01.2 and Manly Harbour (544) on 27.01.25.  Lytton 
 Claypan No 1 (1 – unusual species for this site) on 05.01.25 
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Marsh Sandpiper: Maaroom (41) on 18.01.25, Gregory Road Hays Inlet (32) on 12.01.25 and Boonooroo (1) on 
 19.01.25 
Common Greenshank: Gregory Road Hay’s Inlet (21) on 12.01.25 and Geoff Skinner Reserve (18) on 22.11.24 
Ruddy Turnstone: Manly Harbour (56) on 27.01.25 and Port of Brisbane complex (31) on 10.11.24  
Great Knot: Maaroom (c600) on 07.12.24, Port of Brisbane complex (496) on 08.12.24, Cairns Casuarina Point 
 (c300) on 17.01.25 and Kakadu Beach Bribie Island (280) on 19.01.25 
Red Knot: Maaroom (c100) on 09.11.24, Port of Brisbane complex (14) on 19.01.25 and Boonooroo (10) on 
 19.01.25 
Broad-billed Sandpiper: Port of Brisbane complex (7) on 08.12.24 and Manly Harbour (1) on 15.11.24 
Sharp-tailed Sandpiper: Port of Brisbane complex (773) on 10.11.24, Luggage Point (700) on 19.01.25, Manly 
 Harbour (263) on 26.11.24 and Cairns Esplanade (176) on 16.11.24 
Red-necked Stint: Port of Brisbane complex (2,032) on 08.12.24, Luggage Point (900) on 19.01.25, Geoff 
 Skinner Reserve (818) on 18.01.25 and Manly Harbour (801) on 07.12.24 
 
 

Breeding records – resident waders: 
Beach Stone-curlew: Kakadu Beach Bribie Island (reported nesting) from 10.11.24 through to24.11.24) and 
 (possibly nesting) on 15.12.24. 
Pied Oystercatcher: Manly Harbour (no longer on nest but behaviour indicated predator display, likely chick/s 
 present but not seen) on 08.11.24. Kakadu Beach Bribie Island (1 chick) recorded 3 times from 
 01.12.24 to 15.12.24. Toorbul 1km north (2 adults and 2 juvenile) on 08.12.24 
Pied Stilt: Bishop’s Marsh Toorbul (1 runner) on 10.11.24. Manly Harbour (some nesting) on 15.11.24. Manly 
 Harbour (>2 juveniles and >4 pair nesting) on 12.12.24. Queensland Aluminium Limited Gladstone (1 
 pair nesting) on 17.01.25.  Kedron Brook Wetlands (6 young) on 19.01.25. 
Masked Lapwing: Kakadu Beach Bribie Island (1 pair possibly nesting) on 17.11.24 and Maaroom (1 sitting on 
 nest with 3 eggs) on 18.0.25 
Red-capped Plover: Queensland Aluminium Limited Gladstone (4 pairs nesting and 2 adults with 2 chicks) on 
 29.11.24. Maaroom (a very pale coloured bird nesting 2.5m from Esplanade Road – sitting on 2 eggs) 
 on 07.12.24. Manly Harbour (1 chick) on 18.01.25.  
Comb-crested Jacana: Garnet’s Lagoons Susan River Hervey Bay (1 chick) on 18.01.25. Buckley’s Hole Bribie 
 Island (1 pair adults with 1 chick and 1 pair of adults with 3 chicks just hatched) on 19.01.25 
 
Thank you to the counters who took the time to record breeding records for resident waders. 
 
Counters not entering their counts online, please continue to send them to me at my email or postal address as 
follows:  xenus69@bigpond.com 
Snail mail:  40 Thompson Road, Bellmere. Qld 4510 Phone:  5495 2758 Mobile:  0490 080 340 
 
A reminder that Leg flag sightings must not be entered online during count entry. Please note that you can now 
enter flagged and banded sightings on the new website. If you prefer, you can email sightings to Jon Coleman 
(email address legflags@waders.org.au . You can also contact Jon, Phil or me for the Leg Flag Observation 
Report Form. 
 
Happy counting. 
Linda Cross. 
 

Interesting resident wader sightings 
Beach Stone-curlew: Cairns Casuarina Point (4) on 17.01.25. During the last 3 months Endeavour River mouth 
 Cooktown, Cairns Esplanade, Noosa River mouth sandbanks, Maroochy River Goat Island and Kakadu 
 Beach Bribie Island recorded 2 birds while Reeder’s Point Moreton Island and Wave Break Sand Island 
 on the Gold Coast recorded 1 bird.  
Pied Oystercatcher: Manly Harbour (199) on 18.01.25, Port of Brisbane complex (143) on 19.01.25 
Sooty Oystercatcher: Manly Harbour (3) on 27.01.25, Scarborough to Clontarf (2) on 17.01.25, Wickham Point 
 (2) on 23.01.25 and Dunwich North (1 mile) North Stradbroke Island (1) on 01.12.24 
Pied Stilt: Luggage Point (350) on 19.01.25, Wunjunga Wetlands Burdekin region (c350) on 05.01.25, Gregory 
 Road Hays Inlet (260) on 18.01.25, Port of Brisbane complex (197) on 08.12.24, Luggage Point (197) 
 on 08.12.24, Kinka Wetlands Yeppoon (174) on 09.11.24, Bishop’s March Toorbul (153) on 15.11.24, 
 Manly Harbour (153) on 15.11.24, Kakadu Beach Bribie Island (152) on 26.01.25 and Kedron Brook 
 Wetlands (150) on 07.12.24  
Red-necked Avocet: Gregory Road Hays Inlet (30) on 18.01.25. Port of Brisbane complex (19) on 10.11.24, 
 Luggage Point (13) on 08.12.24 and Queensland Aluminium Limited Gladstone (8) on 17.01.25 
Black-fronted Dotterel: Queensland Aluminium Limited Gladstone (48) on 30.12.24, Garnett’s Lagoons Susan 
 River Hervey Bay (32) on 09.11.24, King Street Mudflat Thornlands (25) on 17.01.25, Kinka Wetlands 
 Yeppoon (13) on 07.12.24.  Seven other sites recorded this species in single digits 
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Masked Lapwing: Cairns Esplanade (26) on 08.12.24 and Scarborough to Clontarf (23) on 17.01.25 
Red-capped Plover: Queensland Aluminium Limited Gladstone (378) on 30.12.24, Kinka Beach Yeppoon (249) 
 on 07.12.24, O’Regan’s Creek westside Hervey Bay (95) on 07.12.24 and Gregory Road Hays Inlet (76) 
 on 09.11.24 
Comb-crested Jacana: Garnett’s Lagoons Susan River (21) on 18.01.25 and Buckley’s Hole Bribie Island (8) on 
 19.01.25 
 

Not waders but of interest anyway  
Magpie Goose: Wunjunga Wetlands Burdekin region (650 – conservative estimate) on 05.01.25, Kinka 
 Wetlands Yeppoon (230) on 18.01.25 and Port of Brisbane complex (146) on 10.11.24 
Plumed Whistling Duck: Queensland Aluminium Limited Gladstone (96) on 17.01.25 
Wandering Whistling Duck: Garnett’s Lagoons Susan River Hervey Bay (105) on 07.12.24 
Black Swan: Port of Brisbane complex (101) on 19.01.25, Sandbank No 3 Caloundra (94) on 09.12.24 and 
 Queens Esplanade Thorneside (74) on 05.11.24 
Radjah Shelduck: Queensland Aluminium Limited Gladstone (2 adults and 12 juveniles) on 17.01.25 and 
 29.11.24, Endeavour River claypan Cooktown (6) on 14.12.24 and Kinka Wetlands Yeppoon on 
 18.01.25 
Maned Duck: Bishop’s Marsh Toorbul (27) on 08.12.24 
Chestnut Teal: Queensland Aluminium Limited Gladstone (443) on 17.01.25 and Kedron Brook Wetlands (245) 
 on 19.01.25 
Buff-banded Rail: Boonooroo (5 – 1 adult with 4 chicks) on 19.01.25, Kakadu Beach Bribie Island (4 – 2 adults 
 and 2 chicks) on 17.11.24, Queensland Aluminium Limited Gladstone (2 – 1 adult and 1 chick) on 
 17.01.25, Luggage Point (2) on 19.01.25, Maaroom (1) on 18.01.25 and Kinka Wetlands Yeppoon (1) 
 on 07.12.24 
Eurasian Coot: Port of Brisbane complex (101) on 10.11.24 
Australasian Swamphen: Queensland Aluminium Limited Gladstone (42) on 29.11.24 
White-browed Crake: Wunjunga Wetlands Burdekin region (1 heard calling) on 05.01.25 
Brolga: Wunjunga Wetlands Burdekin region (7) on 05.01.25, Kinka Wetlands Yeppoon (7) on 09.11.24, 
 Garnett’s Lagoons Susan River (2 adults and 2 chicks) on 09.11.24 and Nathan Road Redcliffe (1) on 
 18.01.25 
Brown Noddy: Maroochy River sand bar (1) on 21.01.25 
Little Tern: Port of Brisbane complex (616) on 08.12.24 
Australian Tern: Maaroom (310) on 07.12.24, Boonooroo (164) on 09.11.24, Geoff Skinner Reserve (156) on 
 28.11.24 and Port of Brisbane complex (94) on 08.12.24 
Whiskered Tern: Wunjunga Wetlands Burdekin region (400 – minimum estimate) on 05.01.25, Luggage Point 
 (110) on 10.11.24   
White-winged Tern: Wunjunga Wetlands Burdekin region (600 – minimum estimate) on 05.01.25 
Common Tern: Maroochy River sandbar (3,600) on 21.01.25 and Maroochy River Nojoor Road (1,200) on 
 06.12.24  
Lesser Crested Tern: Cairns Casuarina Point (5) on 17.01.25 and Barron River Cairns (3) on 16.11.24 
Greater Crested Tern: Noosa River mouth sandbanks (995) on 20.01.25 and Amity Point sandbank (420) on 
 04.02.25 
Mixed tern flock: Caloundra sandbanks (5,000) mix of Little, Common and Greater Crested Tern) on 09.12.24 
Silver Gull: Sandbank No.2 Caloundra (1,396) on 22.01.25, Luggage Point (1,050) on 19.01.25, Port of 
 Brisbane complex (597) on 08.12.24 and Gregory Road Hays Inlet (300) on 18.01.25 
Short-tailed Shearwater: Port of Brisbane complex (1) on 08.12.24 
Black-necked Stork: Endeavour River claypan Cooktown (2 – 1 adult and 1 immature) on 15.01.25, Garnett’s 
 Lagoons Susan River Hervey Bay (2) on 07.12.24. Single birds also recorded at Trutes Bay Tweed 
 Heads, Gregory Road Hays Inlet, Queensland Aluminium Limited Gladstone, Kinka Wetlands Yeppoon 
 and Wunjunga Wetlands Burdekin region during November, December and January. 
Australasian Darter: Garnett’s Lagoons Susan River (39) on 08.11.24 
Great Cormorant: Maroochy River north shore (2) on 21.01.25 
Australian White Ibis: Queensland Aluminium Limited Gladstone (173) on 30.12.24, Gregory Road Hays Inlet 
 (110) on 12.01.25, Pine Rivers Wetland Reserve (85) on 18.01.25 and 3 other sites recording more 
 than 60 birds during the January count 
Glossy Ibis: Kinka Wetlands Yeppoon (6) on 18.01.25 and Nathan Road Redcliffe (5) on 07.12.24, Bishop’s 
 Marsh Toorbul (3) on 10.11.24, Wunjunga Wetlands Burdekin region (2) on 05.01.255 and Kedron 
 Brook Wetlands (1) on 19.01.25 
Royal Spoonbill: Wunjunga Wetlands Burdekin region (c150) on 05.01.25 
Black Bittern: Endeavour River claypan Cooktown (2) on 14.12.24 and Queensland Aluminium Limited (1) on 
 17.01.25 
Pacific Reef Heron: Endeavour River mouth Cooktown (3 – 2 white and 1 grey) on 18.01.25 
Little Egret: Wunjunga Wetlands Burdekin region (c200) on 05.01.25  
White-faced Heron: Geoff Skinner Reserve (47) on 28.11.24, Lillies Island Tweed Heads (39) on 04.01.25 
Eastern Cattle Egret: Wunjunga Wetlands Burdekin region (150) on 05.01.25 
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White-necked Heron: Wunjunga Wetlands Burdekin region (6) on 05.01.255, Deception Bay claypan (2) on 
 18.01.25 and Garnett’s Lagoons Susan River Hervey Bay (1) on 18.01.25 
Great Egret: Wunjunga Wetlands Burdekin region (c200) on 05.01.25 
Plumed Egret: Wunjunga Wetlands Burdekin region (c300) on 05.01.25, Nathan Road Redcliffe (23) on 
 18.01.25 
Australian Pelican: Port of Brisbane complex (80) on 19.01.25, Luggage Point (76) on 08.12.24 and Queensland 
 Aluminium Limited Gladstone (70) on 30.12.24 
Black-shouldered Kite: Luggage Point (1) on 10.11.24 and Wunjunga Wetlands Burdekin region (1) on 05.01.25 
Wedge-tailed Eagle: Kinka Wetlands Yeppoon (1) on 09.11.24 
Brown Goshawk: Luggage Point (1) on 10.11.24 and Queensland Aluminium Limited Gladstone (1) on 29.11.24 
Swamp Harrier: Bishop’s Marsh Toorbul (1) on 10.11.24 
Black Kite: Bishop’s Marsh Toorbul (1) on 10.11.24 
White-bellied Sea Eagle: Kedron Brook Wetlands (1 sitting on a nest) on 07.12.24 
Australian Hobby: Garnett’s Lagoons Susan River Hervey Bay (3) on 07.12.24 
Brown Falcon: Wunjunga Wetlands Burdekin region (2) on 05.01.25 
Peregrine Falcon: Pine Rivers Wetland Reserve (1) on 18.01.25, Port of Brisbane complex (1) on 17.11.24 and 
 Kakadu Beach Bribie Island (1) on 17.11.25 
 
 

QWSG Activities Report - December to end February 
 
QWSG AGM  Held Sunday 8th Dec 2024  

19 attendees, 14 apologies 
Elected positions Chairperson David Edwards 
   Secretary No nomination No acceptance at AGM 
   Treasurer Judith Giles 
Committee Members Michele Burford, Robert Bush, Jon Coleman, Paul Finn,  Andy Jensen, Paul 

Maxwell, Mel Whitby 
Monthly Counts 
 7th December,  

18th January,  
15th February 

 
Port of Brisbane Counts 
 8th December,  

19th January,  
16th February 

 
Meetings 

Several QWSG renewal meetings 
Port of Brisbane meetings to discuss future protection and use of areas used by waders. 
CLCAC meetings via Teams with regards to southern Gulf Survey 
 Unfortunately, the Gulf Survey has been postponed because of the weather.  The amount of 

  rain that has fallen in the survey area means that there is severe flooding.  This is affecting 
  access the roost sites plus the debris coming down the rivers makes the survey areas unsafe.  
  In addition, the crocodiles in the area are enjoying the increase to their habitat! 
 
Positions and Roles Filled 

Acceptance of Gary Kane as QWSG Secretary 18th January. 
 
Acceptance of Borys Daniljchenko as our new Education Officer 
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Wader Watch by Jon Coleman 
Hi everyone,  
Welcome to wader watch. For the period early November 2024 to mid-February 2025. Over this period a total of 
1,389 records were received with the breakdown of those records shown below.  
Green Leg Flag sightings seen in QLD 
A total of 1,292 records of green flagged shorebirds were recorded during this period, with many records from 
the Manly/Wynnum Esplanade and Toorbul/Kakadu Beach areas. There were five records of green flagged 
birds interstate, all in New South Wales and one recorded overseas in New Zealand. 
 
Green Leg Flag Sightings seen Interstate 
Pied Oystercatcher 

A8 – 03/12/2024, Kingsford Smith Park, Ballina, NSW: ABBBS 
ATF – 19/01/2025, Kingsford Smith Park, Ballina, NSW: ABBBS 
ALX – 09/01/2025, Ten Mile Beach, NSW: ABBBS 
ATJ – 01/01/2025, Ten Mile Beach, NSW: ABBBS 

Sooty Oystercatcher 
ANB – 12/01/2025, Woody Head, NSW: ABBBS 

 
Green Leg Flag Sightings seen Overseas 

FX-08/02/2025, Whitford, Auckland, New Zealand: Tony Habraken 
 
INTERSTATE FLAGGED BIRDS SEEN IN QLD 
Yellow Flagged Pied Oystercatchers from NSW 

S7 – 21/12/2024. Victorias Point: Frank Burch  
S7 – 28/12/2024. Victorias Point: Frank Burch 

 
Orange leg Flag sightings (Victoria) 
Bar-tailed Godwit 

AXD – 02/01/2025, Toorbul Wader Roost: Helen Leonard 
Plain – 20/11/2024, Endeavour River Mouth, Cooktown: Kath Shurcliff, Dave Houghton 

Great Knot 
Plain – 29/09/2024, Lota Esplanade: Tony Cotter 
Plain – 02/11/2024, Lota Esplanade: Tony Cotter 
Plain – 24/11/2024, Geoff Skinner Reserve: Tony Cotter 
Plain – 26/11/2024, Manly Harbour: Arthur Keates 
Plain – 26/11/2024, Thorneside Esplanade: Arthur Keates 
Plain – 21/01/2025, Thorneside Esplanade: Tony Cotter 
Plain – 17/02/2025, Thorneside Esplanade: Arthur Keates 
HVS – 29/09/2024, Geoff Skinner Wetland: Tony Cotter 

 
Orange over Green (NSW) leg flag resightings 
Bar-tailed Godwit 

EBA- 01/12/2024, Kakadu Beach, Bribie Island: Michael Strong 
EBA- 02/02/2025, Kakadu Beach, Bribie Island: Michael Strong 

 
OVERSEAS FLAGGED BIRDS SEEN IN QLD 
Black over white or white over black (Shanghai, China) leg flag sightings 
Great Knot 

Plain – 18/01/205, Bushland Beach: John Lowry 
AA1 – 05/11/2024, Thorneside Esplanade: Arthur Keates 
AA1 – 08/11/2024, Manly Harbour: Arthur Keates 
AA1 – 14/01/2025, Lytton Claypan: Arthur Keates 
AA1 – 19/01/2025, Lytton Claypan: Arthur Keates 
AA1 – 26/01/2025, Wynnum Esplanade: Tony Cotter 
AA1 – 27/01/2025, Wynnum Esplanade: Tony Cotter 
AA1 – 15/02/2025, Wynnum Esplanade: Shane McNamara 
CH3 – 18/01/2025, Bushland Beach: John Lowry  
CM8 – 18/01/2025, Bushland Beach: John Lowry  
J62 – 29/09/2024, Geoff Skinner Wetland: Tony Cotter 
J62 – 23/11/2024, Manly Harbour: Arthur & Sheryl Keates 
J62 – 17/02/2025, Thorneside Esplanade: Arthur Keates 
V60 – 20/01/2025, Bushland Beach: John Lowry  
AZB – 16/02/2025, Kakadu Beach, Bribie Island: Michael Strong  
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Lesser Sandplover 
C2 – 26/11/2024, Manly Harbour: Arthur Keates 
C2 – 18/01/2025, Geoff Skinner Reserve: Peter Rothlisberg 

 
Blue (Japan) leg flag sightings 
Grey-tailed Tattler 

Plain – 25/01/2025, Rose Bay, Manly: Tony Cotter 
 
Blue over Blue (North Japan) leg flag sightings 
Great Knot 

Plain – 20/10/2024, Charon Beach East: Stephen Kerr  
Bar-tailed Godwit 

Plain – 20/11/2024, Burdekin River Delta: John Lowry  
 
Black over Yellow (Kamchatka, Russia) leg flag sightings 
Great Knot 

Plain – 29/10/2024, Kakadu Beach: Terry Burgess 
Plain – 03/11/2024, Kakadu Beach: Michael Strong 
Plain – 27/01/2025, Kakadu Beach: Michael Strong 
AZ# – 29/12/2024, Kakadu Beach: Michael Strong 
A## – 08/01/2025, Toorbul Wader Roost: Maggie Overend 
A## – 25/08/2024, Toorbul Wader Roost: Helen Leonard 
### – 18/01/205, Bushland Beach: John Lowry  
A3B – 20/01/205, Bushland Beach: John Lowry  
A28 – 26/01/2025, Toorbul Wader Roost: John McGill 
ATO - 20/01/205, Bushland Beach: John Lowry  

 
Green over Blue (Jiangsu, China) leg flag sightings 
Greater Sandplover 

Plain - 07/01/2025, Coloola Cove: Susan Riddert 
 
Green over Orange (Yalu-Jiang, China) leg flag sightings 
Great Knot 

C96 – 04/02/2025, Bushland Beach: John Lowry 
 
Red Flag with Colour Bands (New Zealand) leg flag sightings 
Bar-tailed Godwit 

R1WRWR – 27/10/2024, Kakadu Beach: Terry Burgess 
 
White (New Zealand) leg flag sightings 

XCV – 27/10/2024, Kakadu Beach: Terry Burgess 
YRM – 01/11/2024, Cairns Esplanade: Jun Matsui 
### – 13/02/2025, Cairns Esplanade: Kath Shurcliff and Dave Houghton 

 
The following people and organisations contributed the data used in this report with apologies for any 
inadvertent omission.  
 
Arthur Keates, Bernadette Kery, Bob James, Brian Russell, Cathy Pert, Chris Barnes, Chris Stacey, Chris Walker, 
Colbert Cheung, Craig Stephens, Deborah Teys, Dezmond Wells, Peter Rothlisberg, Michele Burford, Frank 
Burch, Gary Kane, Guy Pardey, Helen Leonard, Hidetoshi Kudo, Ian Gibson, Jill Dening, John Brunsmann, John 
Lowry, John McGill, Judy Little, Jun Matsui, Kath Shurcliff, Dave Houghton, Linda Cross, Mark Tarnawski, May 
Britton, Michael Strong, Nathan Russell, Nicola Udy, Penn Lloyd, Phil Cross, Pip (Philippa), Grant-Taylor, Rachel 
Brookes, Sam Cook, Sarah Beavis, Shane MacNamara, Sharon Holt, Sheryl Keates, Stephen Kerr, Susan 
Riddett, Taylor Cooper, Terry Burgess, Tim and Nancy Kastelle, Tony Cotter, Trish, Una Sanderman, Wayne 
Matthews 
 
Every record received is incredibly valuable so thank you to everyone who contributed their sightings. Please 
remember if your submitting sightings to use our web site and enter your records there as we can process them 
online, they’re easy to enter and far easier to manage through that way. The web site is www.waders.org.au and 
click on the Report a Banded/ Leg Flagged Bird link on the home page. When completing a report only record 
what you see and don’t assume anything in terms of which leg the flag is on, or any other details, we’ll work with 
what you provide.  
  

http://www.waders.org.au/
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Positions Filled!! 
The Queensland Wader Study Group is delighted to announce that we have filled two of the vital positions 
within the Group. 
 
Gary Kane is our new Secretary.  Gary has been active counting wader both at his own site as well as a regular 
contributor to the Port of Brisbane survey. 
Gary is very keen to engage with the membership in order to make sure that there is a better connect between 
the management group and the general membership. 
So do not be surprised if you get a call from Gary in the future. 
 
Secondly, we welcome Borys Daniljchenko as our new Educaton Officer.  Borys has a long history within 
environmental education, plus is exceptionally skilled in handicrafts particularly woodwork.  I am sure Borys 
would love to hear your ideas as what the QWSG Education Officer should an could do to promote waders and 
the QWSG. 
Welcome to you both. 
 
We are still looking for someone to take over the role of Facebook editor. 
 

COUNTERS NEEDED 
 
Following our last plea for new counters, a few have stepped up to start low tide counts at Nudgee Beach and a 
couple from Tin Can Bay have shown interest in that region of the Great Sandy Strait. They will assess the sites 
that have not been counted for a few years.  Just before going to the editor, another person is interested in 
counting Tweed Heads area.  All are new to counting waders but are very keen to help.  In the meantime, the call 
is still out for additional counters to help the couple in Tin Can Bay and all the sites listed below. 
 
The count programme is in desperate need of new counters for the following sites: 

Tweed Heads – a coordinator to take over from Erina Forrest, who due to family commitments is finding 
 it difficult to find the time to organise the counts.  Also needed are additional counters to help 2 
 other people surveying 7 sites in the area 
Tin Can Bay region – counter/s for Inskip Point, Cooloola roost and Norman Point 
Great Sandy Strait region – counters to help assist others doing counts 
Bundaberg – counter/s for sites in that area 
Mackay – counter/s for several sites in the region 
Townsville – counter/s for several sites in the region. 

There are many count sites from Tweed Heads to the Gulf of Carpentaria that need surveying.   If you can help, 
please contact me to discuss.  You don’t need to be an expert.  We are happy to give you as much help as 
possible.   
 

Other Conservation Activities of Interest 

  

  
 QWSG is a special interest group of the Birds Queensland Inc. whose object is: 
 “To promote the scientific study and conservation of birds by all means possible, with  
 particular reference to the birds of Queensland”. 
 Separate membership is required. 
 Contacts: President,    Andrea Schafer   president@birdsqueensland.org.au  
                 Secretary,    Sue Foley             secretary@birdsqueensland.org.au  
                 Treasurer,    Judy Neilson         treasurer@birdsqueensland.org.au  
 

 

Membership Renewal 
This is a reminder that members are automatically contacted when their subscription is due for renewal, and an 
order will be emailed to them prior to the due date. 
 
If you wish to check your renewal date, please Log In and choose My Subscription (from Left Hand list of options). 
You will see the next payment date and can click the renew button here if you wish. 
 
Other options on this screen include: Orders (shows your order history) and Addresses (you can change your 
account details here). 

Please remember our bank is no longer taking cheques.  

mailto:president@birdsqueensland.org.au
mailto:secretary@birdsqueensland.org.au
mailto:treasurer@birdsqueensland.org.au
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QWSG CONTACTS 
QUEENSLAND WADER 
The Official Quarterly Publication of Queensland Wader Study Group  
 
Website www.waders.org.au 

Facebook https://www.facebook.com/QueenslandWaderStudyGroup/ 
 

MEMBERS of the MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE of the QWSG  
CHAIRPERSON:  David Edwards  (07) 3262 2017 chairperson@waders.org.au 
TREASURER   Judith Giles  0428 545 801 treasurer@waders.org.au 
SECRETARY:   Gary Kane    secretary@waders.org.au  
 
QWSG COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
Michele Burford     Robert Bush  0404 805 558 

Jon Coleman  0467 785 682  Paul Finn  0480 177 792 
Andy Jensen  0404 348638  Paul Maxwell   
Mel Whitby   
 
COUNT COORDINATOR: Linda Cross  07 5495 2758 Email  counts@waders.org.au  

LEG FLAG COORDINATOR Jon Coleman  0467 785 682 Email  legflags@waders.org.au  
MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY Andy Jensen    Email membership@waders.org.au 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR: David Edwards  (07) 3262 2017 Email gouldian6@bigpond.com 
EDUCATION OFFICER  Borys Daniljchenko    
 
BQ PRESIDENT Andrea Schafer  Email president@birdsqueensland.org.au  
 
CORRESPONDENCE All correspondence to:  
   The QWSG Secretary, 
    PO Box 3138, 
    SOUTH BRISBANE, 
    QLD 4101. 
 
CHANGE OF ADDRESS Please notify the Membership Secretary as soon as possible of any change of address so 
that your Newsletter can be dispatched correctly.  
 
SUBSCRIPTIONS Annual subscription rates:  
   Single: $15:00 
   Student/Pensioner: $10:00 
   Family: $25:00  
   A receipt will be forwarded if required. 
Please note our bank is no longer taking cheques. 
Forward application to:  
  Membership Secretary or QWSG Treasurer, 
    PO Box 3138, 
    SOUTH BRISBANE, 
    QLD 4101. 
Members are reminded their membership expires on the date shown on the newsletter address label, and the 
membership joining/renewal form is now on the back page.  Note: that your subscription will fall due twelve (12) 
months after date of joining the QWSG or date of renewal, and only one further newsletter will be sent after expiry of 
your subscription.  
 
Copy Deadline for the next issue of Queensland Wader is May 14th, 2025 
Contributions should be addressed to:  
David Edwards, the QWSG Editor, 54 Elliott Street, Clayfield, Qld 4011 
or E-mail to:  gouldian6@bigpond.com 
 
Opinions expressed in Queensland Wader are those of the individual contributors and are not necessarily those of 
the Queensland Waders Study Group, Birds Queensland nor Queensland Ornithology Society Inc. 
 
PRINTED BY: PrintCorp Pty Ltd. 
admin@printcorp.net.au  

http://www.waders.org.au/
mailto:chairperson@waders.org.au
mailto:secretary@waders.org.au
mailto:counts@waders.org.au
mailto:legflags@waders.org.au
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Count Activities – 2025 
 
 
 
 
 
 

QWSG High Tide – Monthly Count Program 2025 
Sat 15 Mar 2.33m at 10:12      Sat 16 Aug 2.11m at 15:07 
Sat 12 Apr 2.21m at 09:05     Sat 27 Sep 2.08m at 12:32 
Sat 10 May 2.06m at 07:51      Sat 25 Oct  2.25m at 11:29 
NO COUNT IN JUNE      Sat 22 Nov 2.37m at 10:35 
Sat 12 Jul 1.83m at 10:19  Nat Winter Count Sat 20 Dec 2.43m at 09:45 
Counters Rockhampton and north – please select a date as close as possible to the count programme Sat day with suitable 
tides to enable you to complete your counts. 
 

QWSG Port of Brisbane – Monthly Count Program 2025 
Sun 16 Mar 2.26m at 10:39 Meet 09:20 
Sun 13 Apr 2.15m at 09:35 Meet 08:10 
Sun 11 May 2.02m at 08:27 Meet 07:15 
NO COUNT IN JUNE 
Sun 13 Jul  1.86m at 11:03  Meet 09:45 National Winter Count   
Sun 17 Aug 2.15m at 16:25 Meet 15:10 
Sun 28 Sep 2.01m at 13:15 Meet 12:00 
Sun 26 Oct 2.19m at 12:04 Meet 10:50 
Sun 23 Nov 2.34m at 11:10 Meet 09:50 
Sun 21 Dec 2.43m at 10:21 Meet 09:00 
 

MEMBERSHIP/RENEWAL APPLICATION 

 
A reminder to members: please check to see if your renewal is due and please let the Treasurer know if you 
change your contact details. 
Details may also be entered and/or updated on the QWSG website:  
www.waders.org.au where you may pay your subscription via PayPal 
 
I / We wish to join / renew: (Single: $15; Family: $25; Student/Pensioner: $10) 
Title:….. First name: …………………………. Surname: …………………………………………. 
Address:…………………………………………………………………............. Membership: $…………… 
…………………………………………………………..    Postcode:……….       Donation: $…………… 
            Payment enclosed: $_________  
 
Phone: (Home) ……………………….. (Work) ………………………(Mobile)……………………… 
Email ……………………………………………………………………..……………………………….. 
 
How did you hear about QWSG?.................................................................................................... 
Are you a member of Birds Queensland? ................... 
What activities do you wish to participate in? (Please circle) 
WADER COUNTS, FIELD TRIPS, SCIENTIFIC DATA COLLECTION, SURVEYS, CLERICAL, 
OTHER (specify :………………………………………..……………………………………………….) 
 
You will receive your newsletter (colour version) by E-mail…………………………… 
 
Signature …………………………………………………. Date:……………………………………… 
 
Please email this form to: membership@waders.org.au 
Direct funds transfer to:   OR Please post this form to: QWSG Membership Secretary 
Qld Wader Study Group       PO Box 3138, 
BSB: 313 140 (Bank Australia)       SOUTH BRISBANE, 
Account number: 08305297      QLD 4101. 

Please note our bank is no longer taking cheques. 

http://www.waders.org.au/
mailto:membership@waders.org.au

