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Black-fronted Dotterels: Foraging Behaviour. 
By Leo Vermeulen 
 
I was fortunate to sight a congregation of 25 Black-fronted Dotterels (BFDs) on Saturday, 02 April 2022 at ± 08:00 
am.  They were foraging in the Salt Marsh Wetland, South East of the walkway between Mon Repos and Bargara 
(- 24, 803113, 152, 445055).  According to the literature, BFDs aren’t particularly gregarious but can form small 
groups during non-breeding periods.  This is also called winter flocking. 
 
I took some photos and videos of them whilst they were foraging for insects etc.  When watching the videos at 
home, I was surprised to see that they used different foraging tactics, subject to the nature/character of the top 
strata/layers at a specific area. 
 
There were two sub-layers present in the area where I made the videos: 

The first was a firm sandy zone with thin, dry and flaky algae-mud on top that partly covered the primary 
sand layer. 
The second consisted mainly of a carpet-like spread of soft and wet algae sludge that covered the sand 
layer, with small shallow depressions with water. 

 
The BFDs’ foraging behaviour differed noticeably according to the sub-layer they were feeding on: 
 
On the hard and flaky algae and dry sandy area the BFDs’ basic foraging method consisted of visual scanning 
followed by a few steps or a short fast run, and peck at the insects/pray on and in the substrate (walk and peck 
and run and peck). 
 
At the soft wet algae area, with tiny water-soaked hollows, the feeding behaviour of the BFDs was characterized 
by walking, visual scanning, one foot shaking and tapping, and pecking (Foot-trembling and peck). 
 
The BFDs on the saturated algae-mud and water filled depressions, moved around slowly whilst scanning and 
continuously vibrating one ankle joint/foot rapidly and lightly tapping the algae surface with their toes.  They 
displayed the same shaking behaviour in the shallow water pockets.  According to the literature this tactic involves 
the rapid vibration of one foot and its tarsus at an angle of approximately 45° (Taylor, 2004). 
 
Although, there is some debate among researchers regarding the naming of this foraging behaviour, it is generally 
referred to as ’Foot-trembling’.  Some authors (Heather, 1977; Simmons, 1961; and Tarburton,1989) sub-divide 
Foot-trembling into two actions i.e.   

‘leg-shaking’ – where the foot does not touch the surface but vibrates rapidly; and 
‘foot-tapping’ – where the vibrating foot clearly touches the surface. 

 
In Part 2 of my video the BFDs’ leg-shaking and foot-tapping were so fused that it was impossible to separate the 
two actions.  This is likely due to the fact that the first joint in the middle of a BTD’s leg, is in fact the bird’s ankle.  
The skinny part below the ankle that looks like a leg (the tarsus) is actually the foot and the part we refer to as the 
“foot” are actually the toes (digits). 
  

https://www.facebook.com/QueenslandWaderStudyGroup/
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I therefore slowed the view speed of Part 2 down from 103 seconds to 829 seconds.  This enabled me to observe 
the BFD’s foot position and actions more objectively and accurately whilst it was foraging.  The slow-motion 
images revealed that the BFDs did use both leg-shaking and foot-tapping. 
 
In a few occasions there were clear events of ‘leg-shaking’ with the tarsus vibrating without the toes touching the 
surface.  The ‘foot-tapping’ behaviour was however more noticeable and seemed to happen more frequently.  In 
these instances, the BFD’s toes (digits) touched the surface very lightly. 
 
According to the scientific literature, foot-trembling is a foraging practice that is largely performed by plovers and 
lapwings.  It seems that the trembling behaviour helps to expose prey in intertidal zones and grasslands and 
increases the likelihood of capturing them. 
 
This was not my first sighting of this type of feeding behaviour.  In July 2019, I videotaped a Masked Lapwing 
near Bowen in QLD using Foot-trembling (foot-shaking and toe-tapping) to get its morning tea.  However, the two 
videos of the BFD’s feeding habits were a pleasant surprise to me. 
 
As an ex-psychologist and retired academic, I enjoy “exploring” the BFDs’ feeding behaviour.  However, I did find 
it quite challenging to venture out of my field of education and research experience.  Hopefully my observations 
will add to the present knowledge and description of BFDs’ feeding behaviour. 
 
I have placed three videos on my Google Drive for you to view and enjoy this wonder of nature. 
 
Use the following links. 
1. B-f Dotterel Foraging Part 1 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GQuiQDhziibDsHKxG927KMrQjIGil7t4/view?usp=sharing 
 
2. B-f Dotterel Foraging Part 2: Foot-trembling. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1fxa3a80eeYb5Hwnk3o8IijnwjczOI_DW/view?usp=sharing 
 
3. Mask Lapwing Foraging: Foot-trembling. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1b1o4Aibk2dgNN37QCJswcOVsmqftEnTv/view?usp=sharing 
 
I am also adding a video clip of the group of BFDs’ feeding in shallow and clear saline water (SCW sub-area) at 
the same Salt Marsh Wetland.  The video was recorded on 12 April at ± 9:20 am. (SCW at: -24.802668, 
152.445260).  The adjacent areas to the SCW -the layers of algae-mud and sand- were stone dry.  Their feeding 
behaviour in the shallow water was quite different from those displayed on the previous cited two sub-layers.  In 
the SCW area the BFDs took less steps and made frequent pecks with less short or fast runs.  This was 
presumably due to the presence of abundant immobile prey. 
 
4. B-f Dotterel feeding in shallow water. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZQjg8bxCfJei8mLe2U19fzgl8hlK94Rz/view?usp=sharing 
 
In this video the BFDs’ foraging behaviour consisted mainly of visual scanning followed by a few steps in the 
saline water and frequent pecking at pray on and in the water (slow walk, short run and high peck rate).  The 
BFDs waded in depths up to their tarsus and pecked at the surface and often immersed their bills to peck pray on 
the mud layer beneath the water.  Overall, it seemed as if there were significantly more prey in the SCW area 
than in the other two sub-layer habitats and that the BFDs preferred feeding in this more profitable area. 
 
At the right time at the right place. 
 
Kind regards. 
Leopold P Vermeulen (Leo). 
 
 
Useful Reference (available online): 

Heather, B.D. 1977. Foot-trembling by the Black-fronted Dotterel. Notornis, 24: 1-8.  
Osborne, B.C. 1982. Foot-trembling and feeding behaviour in the Ringed Plover ‘Charadrius hiaticula’. 
Bird  Study, 29(3): 209-212.  
Simmons, K.E.L. 1961. Foot movements in plovers and other birds. Br. Birds, 54: 34-39. 
Tarburton, M.K. 1989. Feeding Behaviour of The Black-fronted Dotterel. Notornis, 36: 249-259.  
Taylor, I.R. 2004. Foraging Ecology of the Black-fronted Plover on Saline Lagoons. Waterbirds, 27(3): 
  270-276. 
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Port of Brisbane Count Results 2021 by Linda Cross 
 
Nineteen years of extensive counting has been conducted by the QWSG for the Port of Brisbane Pty Ltd (PBPL) 
at the Port of Brisbane complex.  As with previous years, the counts were conducted the day after the scheduled 
monthly count set for the QWSG count programme.   
 
The methodology for the counts has continued as before with numbers being listed under the appropriate habitat 
the birds were observed using: dry open area, wet margin, broken ground and bund wall.  From July 2021, count 
site Lytton No.1 claypan (LYN1) which is also on Port land, was requested by PBPL to be included into the monthly 
counts conducted at the Port of Brisbane and numbers from those counts have been included in the tables and 
report for the second half of the year.  The overall count for the complex in 2021 was 60,175 waders, 7,639 
terns/gulls and 2,600 waterbirds/raptors which do not include the figures for the Visitors Centre Lake (11 waders, 
no terns/gulls and 2,682 waterbirds/raptors).  However, these figures of course are not the number of birds using 
the site at any one time, but the aggregate of the monthly totals. No counts were conducted by the QWSG team 
for June due to unsuitable tides and August due to Covid-19 restrictions.  
 
The following table provides the total migratory and resident waders recorded at the complex over the last 19 
years.  Note:  These figures do not include the Visitors Centre Lake site. 

NC = No Count 
The following table provides the numbers for migratory and resident waders, terns, waterbirds and raptors for the 
complex and Visitors Centre Lake each month for 2021.   
 

 
2021 
Month 

 
Port 
Waders 

Port 
Terns/ 
Gulls 

Port 
Waterbirds/
Raptors 

Lake 
Waders 

Lake 
Terns/ 
Gulls 

Lake 
Waterbirds/ 
Raptors Totals 

January  6931 1065 116 7 - 195 8314 

February 4628 693 134 - - 165 5620 

March 8836 1088 143 - - 233 10300 

April 1421 387 236 2 - 162 2208 

May 2729 278 506 - - 114 3627 

June No count No count No count No count No count No count No count 

July 2863 652 328 - - 558 4401 

August No count No count No count No count No count No count No count 

September  3494 395 359 - - 483 4731 

October 10149 1144 300 - - 349 11942 

November 11123 505 289 2 - 238 12157 

December 8001 1432 189 - - 185 9807 

Totals 60175 7639 2600 11 - 2682 73107 

  Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 
 
Totals 

2021 6931 4628 8836 1421 2729 NC 2863 NC 3494 10149 11123 8001 60175 

2020 6082 4133 763 NC NC 1021 908 783 4447 4222 6664 9061 38084  

2019 8137 5641 5357 4108 1814 1458 NC 1358 
2099 
4908 5577 7599 9029 57085 

2018 9969 4727 5899 4670 1825 864 1145 1110 4551 NC 8867 7626 51253 

2017 8825 12479 7291 2000 2373 1392 2003 2179 4459 NC 8187 10697 61885 

2016 5913 6386 6528 2793 4103 NC 1532 1356 4581 7544 8287 4911 53934 

2015 9132 9233 14299 5618 3380 1737 2089 3352 7460 9994 9653 9953 85900 

2014 8701 7673 6520 4809 1075 1022 1513 1839 7007 8145 7329 5567 61200 

2013 NC 5897 7377 4312 4553 3989 2709 2934 4089 7793 7331 6506 57490 

2012 6214 6676 6476 1335 1624 NC 1098 1267 2862 9461 10029 8389  55431 

2011 NC 10173 NC 8108 2112 1552 1236 1488 2004 5430 8738 NC  40841 

2010 7345 7099 6709 2864 1256 2145 1648 2568 5205 6942 5904 NC 49685 

2009  10072  13243  7192  2293 NC  1200  1245 2439  4372 6478  6182  8003  62719 

2008 5179 8935 4394 4204 2202 2793 2700 2724 5468 4069 6617 8286 57571 

2007 8853 5264 8307 1120 1989 1543 1752 1629 3885 7609 6165 5664 53780 

2006 12323 10573 7055 4230 2142 1969 2250 2635 5296 8051 8995 7514 73033 

2005 4751 5609 3572 3317 2162 3034 2436 2096 3790 6173 6745 7731 51416 

2004 11650 4528 7398 1607 2416 1617 1328 2410 2974 6026 5976 8194 56124 

2003 7445 6922 6126 4021 2286 2107 2041 1720 4466 4118 8054 7996 57302 
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A table showing wader species and numbers at the complex during 2021 (except for the Visitors Centre Lake), 
has been included in this newsletter.  Many other waterbirds were also recorded using the sites but lack of space 
in the newsletter does not allow their inclusion. 
 
R3 – Losing its status as the second most productive site last year to fifth, there was a 42% decline in waders 
using the site in 2021.  Interesting counts for some species include 575 Bar-tailed Godwit in January, 82 Ruddy 
Turnstone and 422 Sharp-tailed Sandpiper in February, 146 Ruddy Turnstone in March, 343 Red-necked Avocet 
and 429 Curlew Sandpiper in September and 623 Bar-tailed Godwit in November.  Unusual records for this site 
included 3 Black-fronted Dotterel in September and 4 Marsh Sandpiper in December.  The site did continue to 
attract terns and gulls and recorded the second highest count for them for the year. 
 
C2 – Although this pond is virtually all sand, 483 waders were recorded in January, of which 460 were Pacific 
Golden Plover.  As the site has only recorded single digit wader counts for 5 months for the rest of the year and 
it continues to be filled with sand for development, this pond will most likely be removed from counts in 2022.  
 
C3 – The second most productive pond within the complex recording 1,000 more waders than 2020 and having 
the highest wader count for the first 4 months of the year.  A total of 16 wader species used the pond during the 
10 months of counts and was a favoured site for Red-capped Plover, Lesser and Greater Sand Plovers and Red-
necked Stint.  Red-capped Plover were recorded every month with the highest count of 124 in July which was 
also the highest count for the species throughout the complex during the year.  Lesser and Greater Sand Plovers 
were both recorded 9 months of the year with records for Lesser of 552 in January, 656 in February, 808 in March 
before dropping to 289 in April, while Greater Sand Plover counts were 30 in January, 68 in February, 165 for 
March before decreasing to 32 in April.  Red-necked Stint were recorded in fewer numbers with the highest count 
being 912 in March.   Other high counts include 714 Curlew Sandpiper in January, 1,404 Curlew Sandpiper and 
365 Pacific Golden Plover in March and 716 Sharp-tailed Sandpiper in October.  Double-banded Plover were 
recorded in the complex for 2 months with 13 using this site in April and 28 in July. 
 
C4 – Formed in March 2020, this pond has recorded less than a couple of hundred birds for the first 4 months of 
the year which were predominantly Pied Oystercatcher.  Records included 161 in January, 166 in February, 102 
in March and 82 in April.  The site also recorded the highest count for terns/gulls within the complex in April (288) 
and May (134).  It should be noted that this pond is largely a wet pond, so the only suitable habitat are the bund 
walls.   
 
BS1 – The least productive pond within the complex as the site continued to be filled with sand attracted only 24 
waders for the first half of 2021.  From July onwards it became a working site and has now been removed from 
the monthly counts. 
 
BS2 – After wader numbers doubling at this site in 2020 from the previous year, they halved in 2021.  The most 
common species using the site were Red-capped Plover and Red-necked Stint with the highest count being 72 
Red-capped Plover in May and 367 Red-necked Stint in January.  In April, 7 Double-banded Plover were recorded 
on site.  This site is progressively being filled with sand although still has some suitable wader habitat. 
 
BS3 – The most productive site for the year with an 88% increase in waders, particularly during the last 3 months 
of the year.  In total, just over 20,000 waders were counted in this pond for the year which included 4,859 in 
October, increasing to 7,597 in November before dropping to 2,753 in December.  A total of 20 species were 
recorded using the site during the year with at least 7 of them for 6 months and both Red-capped Plover and Red-
necked Stint were recorded 9 months of the year.  The exceptionally high November count (68% of the total wader 
count within the complex) included the following highlights: 35 Grey Plover, 58 Red-capped Plover, 1,011 Lesser 
Sand Plover, 331 Bar-tailed Godwit, 1,531 Sharp-tailed Sandpiper, 1,665 Curlew Sandpiper, 1,994 Red-necked 
Stint and 583 Grey-tailed Tattler.  Other high counts for several species include 120 Far Eastern Curlew in 
February, 418 Pacific Golden Plover in March, 730 Red-necked Avocet, 680 Bar-tailed Godwit and 2,180 Curlew 
Sandpiper in October and 406 Great Knot and 30 Grey Plover in December.  Highlights for uncommon species 
include 1 Sanderling in January, 3 Marsh Sandpiper (unusual within the reclamation area) in February, 76 Broad-
billed Sandpiper in March, 1 Black-fronted Dotterel (unusual within the reclamation area) in September and 46 
Red Knot in October.  The site also recorded the highest tern/gulls counts for the year. 
 
BS4 – The second least productive pond within the complex attracting a total of 328 waders for the whole of the 
year.  The only highlight was 1 Broad-billed Sandpiper in January, 29 Ruddy Turnstone in February and 58 Pied 
Oystercatcher in March.  Like C4, this pond is largely a wet pond with the only suitable habitat being the bund 
walls. 
 
FPE Outer – The largest of the sites within the complex, with an expansive area of water, had a 35% decrease 
in wader numbers during the year.  Grey-tailed Tattler continue to favour the site using the rock walls on the outer 
edge during 8 months of the year with high counts of 1,124 in January, 560 in September, 561 in October and 
430 in November. The only other high count of interest was 155 Ruddy Turnstone in January.   
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An unusual sighting of 2 Black-fronted Dotterel was recorded in July and 1 Wandering Tattler was recorded in 
September.  The less common Sooty Oystercatcher was recorded for the first 3 months of the year with 3 in 
January, 2 in February and 3 in March. 
 
PLDE (Lucinda Drive drain east) – this drainage section does not have suitable wader habitat and the only wader 
recorded on site was 1 Ruddy Turnstone in February. 
 
PBAR (Artificial Roost) – Wader numbers were half what was recorded in 2020 with the highest count being just 
165 birds in November that included 71 Bar-tailed Godwit, 37 Eurasian Whimbrel and 35 Sharp-tailed Sandpiper.  
This is the favoured site for Common Greenshank with all records (except for 1) coming from this constructed 
roost with the maximum count being 2 birds in January.  The roost recorded the highest waterbirds/raptors count 
in April and May and the second highest counts for 7 months of the year. 
 
FICP (Claypan) – There was a 48% increase in waders at this expansive claypan in 2021 with May and July 
having the highest counts within the complex.  The site was still favoured by Eurasian Whimbrel and Far Eastern 
Curlew for 7 months of the year and although the highest count for the former was only 60 in February, the latter 
was 340 in October.  Pied Stilt were recorded 8 months of the year with 2 high counts of 1,070 in May and 507 in 
July.  Other high counts of interest include 35 Common Greenshank in January, 1,350 Red-necked Stint in March, 
768 Bar-tailed Godwit and 8 Black-fronted Dotterel in May. 
 
FIVC (Visitors Centre Lake) – Just 2 Pied Stilt and 7 Masked Lapwing were recorded for the whole of the year.  
However, the site still records the most waterbird species for the whole of the complex, although fewer in number 
this year which was probably due to rain in areas of inland Australia.  Breeding records recording for the year 
include Dusky Moorhen, Black Swan and Magpie Goose.  The latter species have become a more frequent visitor 
to the site and were recorded during 7 monthly counts.  High counts for species, breeding records and other 
interesting sightings for this site appear further down in this article. 
 
LYN1 (Lytton No. 1 Claypan) – This large (10 plus ha) claypan belonging to the PBPL has been in the QWSG 
count programme for the past 25 years, and although the site has been productive for waders during that time, 
only in recent years has the direct correlation between birds using it and the Fisherman Island Claypan (FICP) 
become more apparent.  It recorded the highest wader count (2,910) in the complex for December which included 
high counts for Eurasian Whimbrel (186), Far Eastern Curlew (366), Bar-tailed Godwit (1,100) and Curlew 
Sandpiper (615).  Other high counts include 252 Pied Stilt and 205 Red-necked Avocet in July,1,242 Bar-tailed 
Godwit in October and 474 Sharp-tailed Sandpiper in November.  This is the only site within the complex that 
records Black-tailed Godwit on a regular basis with 19 in July, 7 in September and 33 in December.  It is also the 
preferred site for Marsh Sandpiper with the species being recorded 4 out of 5 months. The highest counts being 
22 in November and 18 in December.  
 
Leg flag sightings:  A total of 7 green leg-flagged waders were seen on (Pied Oystercatcher, Pied Stilt, Bar-
tailed Godwit and Grey-tailed Tattler) during the counts, which is 6 less than seen in 2020.  As these birds have 
been flagged by our group in Moreton Bay and have not travelled any significant distance from the banding site, 
they have not been included.  Two other leg-flagged and banded birds were seen at the complex during the 2021 
counts as follows:      
January  Black over white engraved flat on Great Knot (flagged Shanghai, China) 
November White over blue flag (engraved A08 on white flag) on Lesser Sand Plover (flagged Taiwan, 
 China). 
 

Breeding records:    
Pied Stilt  the Artificial Roost (except for 1 other site) was the site recording the most breeding records for 
 this species with 1 bird possibly nesting in January and 2 on nests in February.  One immature bird was 
 seen in March and 4 immatures were seen in April.  Two birds were nesting in October and 1 young 
 was seen in November.  The only other site with a breeding record was 5 young seen in R3 in 
 November. 
Red-capped Plover  C4 recorded 2 immature birds in November.  
 
Some other interesting sightings (not waders) during the counts were: 
January 518 Little Tern in R3 – 182 Greater Crested Tern in C4 – 28 Magpie Goose in FIVC 
February 160 Australian Tern in B3 – 1 Pacific Reef Heron (grey) in B4 – 5 Magpie Goose and 12 
 juvenile Dusky Moorhen in FIVC 
March 388 Little Tern and 12 Australian White Ibis (unusual within reclamation area) in B3 – 158 Greater 
 Crested Tern in PFPE – 79 Black Swan (1 nesting) in FIVC 
April 285 Silver Gull in C4 – 7 Black Swan (unusual) in B3 – 2 immature Australasian Gannet flying over 
 PFPE – 7 Chestnut Teal ducklings in PBAR – 2 juvenile Black Swan in FIVC 
May 151 Little Black Cormorant in PFPE – 24 Little Egret, 60 Little Pied Cormorant and 32 Royal Spoonbill in 
 PBAR – 73 Chestnut Teal in the FICP – 7 juvenile Black Swan in FIVC  
July 183 Greater Crested Tern in PFPE – 125 Australian White Ibis and 133 Royal Spoonbill in FIVC 
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September 64 Australian White Ibis, 106 Chestnut Teal and 1 Pacific Reef Heron (grey) in PBAR –  
 1 Swamp Harrier over FICP – 4 Black Swan cygnets, 66 Hardhead, 14 Magpie Goose (1 nesting) and 
 76 Royal Spoonbill in FIVC 
October 1 Spotted Harrier over R3 – 2 Pacific Black Duck (a most unusual record inside the reclamation 
 area) outside C4 – 645 Little Tern in B3 – 104 Magpie Goose in FIVC 
November 61 Black Swan in R3 – 321 Little Tern in B3 – 107 Magpie Goose (1 nesting) in FIVC 
December 720 Silver Gull and 2 Pacific Black Duck (possibly the pair from October) in R3 – 568 Little Tern 
 in B3 – 32 Great Cormorant in FIVC  
  
QWSG would like to sincerely thank the PBPL for their ongoing support to the group and supplying their staff and 
vehicles during the counts.  Craig Wilson, Environment Manager, Michael Linde, Senior Environment Advisor and 
Penelope Webster, Environment Coordinator shared the role in looking after our welfare and needs during the 
counts. 
 
We must also sincerely thank the following committed regular counters and other members for helping us obtain 
the results for the PBPL and the QWSG database in 2021.  Without people like these this would not have been 
possible.  My apologies if I have omitted anyone from the list. 
 
Michele Burford, Robert Bush, Deirdre Chrzescijanski, Rae Clark, Jon Coleman, Ken Cowell, Linda Cross, Phil 
Cross, Detlef Davies, Leonie Davies, Peter Davies, David Edwards, Josh Hill, Roxanne Ives, Gary Kane, Arthur 
Keates, Sheryl Keates, Nick Kyritsis, Penn Lloyd, Joel Moore, Eva Plaganyi-Lloyd, Gordana Pozvek, Richard 
Ravell, Peter Rothlisberg, Kim Townsend, Floss Wainwright, Melissa Whitby and Brad Woodworth. 
 
The contract with PBPL continues throughout 2022/23, and our Database Manager Peter Driscoll has 
recommended that the monitoring of shorebirds within the complex continue with the same intensity.  Given this 
recommendation, we seriously need a boost in the number of people to help spread the workload.  We welcome 
all QWSG and BQ members to join us (particularly during the spring and summer months).   As the PBPL 
insurance only covers their employees you will need to be either a QWSG or BQ member to attend these counts, 
so their liability insurance will cover you.  Please also note that these counts are not recreational outings, but we 
are always looking for committed counters to join our team.  The dates and meeting times for the counts are listed 
at the back of this newsletter.  If you would like to participate, contact details are below. 
 
Peter Rothlisberg email:  peter.rothlisberg@csiro.au    Home: 3822 3759    Mobile:  0419 702 674 
Or 
Linda Cross email:   xenus69@bigpond.com         Home:  5495 2758    Mobile:  0490 080 340  
 

Table on page 7 PBPL results table 2021 for newsletter in IOC Taxonomic order 
 

  

mailto:peter.rothlisberg@csiro.au
mailto:xenus69@bigpond.com
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PBPL results table 2021 for newsletter in IOC Taxanomic order 

 
  

 Year 2021  17.01 14.02 14.03 11.04 09.05 June 18.07 15.08 12.09 24.10 21.11 12.12 

Species             

Pied Oystercatcher 161 180 172 84 69 No  44 No  61 83 54 88 

Sooty Oystercatcher 3 2 3 - - count - count - - - - 

Pied Stilt 17 12 18 13 1070 due  813 due  121 30 36 63 

Red-necked Avocet - - - - 1 to 674 to 504 896 56 15 

Masked Lapwing 8 4 2 9 10 unsuit 41 Covid 29 11 10 22 

Red-kneed Dotterel - - - - - able 2 outbreak - - - - 

Pacific Golden Plover 546 361 792 3 - tides 34  3 206 205 206 

Grey Plover 37 32 17 - -  -  - 1 35 30 

Red-capped Plover 64 70 45 107 90  156  58 53 131 73 

Double-banded Plover - - - 20 -  31  - - - - 

Lesser Sand Plover 974 722 856 289 2  60  92 525 1032 626 

Greater Sand Plover 32 68 166 32 -  4  22 32 30 41 

Black-fronted Dotterel - - - 3 9  2  4 - - 1 

Eurasian Whimbrel 35 60 33 13 4  -  208 197 37 207 

Far Eastern Curlew 65 174 117 36 116  30  317 363 269 366 

Bar-tailed Godwit 888 711 692 17 768  445  477 1924 1061 1495 

Black-tailed Godwit - - - - -  19  2 - - 33 

Ruddy Turnstone 248 215 205 45 5  -  1 62 36 60 

Great Knot 156 54 126 - 32  52  38 305 237 411 

Red Knot - - - - -  -  - 68 - 1 

Broad-billed Sandpiper 4 2 76 - -  -  - 1 10 6 

Sharp-tailed Sandpiper 316 506 131 215 44  -  93 1111 2152 864 

Curlew Sandpiper 1057 840 2041 38 8  121  488 2227 1901 1382 

Red-necked Stint 1115 612 2843 146 500  331  113 1492 2799 1255 

Sanderling 1 - - - -  -  - - - - 

Terek Sandpiper - - - - -  -  - - - - 

Wandering Tattler - - - - -  -  1 - - - 

Grey-tailed Tattler 1167 - 499 351 1  -  560 561 1013 532 

Marsh Sandpiper - 3 2 - -  1  2 - 15 22 

Common Greenshank 37 - - - -  -  - 1 4 2 

             

Unidentified wader - - - - -  3  300 - - 200 

Total Wader Species 21 19 20 17 16  18  21 21 21 24 

             

Total Wader Numbers 6931 4628 8836 1421 2729  2863  3494 10149 11123 8001 
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A Microlight Flight around Australia to Highlight Endangered 
Migratory Shorebirds' Plight 

 
ABC Radio Melbourne  / By Madi Chwasta  Posted Sat 19 Feb 2022  
 

 
Milly Formby learned to fly so she can follow the route of migratory shorebirds.(Supplied: Milly Formby) 

 
Milly Formby wanted to better understand life as a bird, so she learned how to fly.  Not by growing wings, or 
developing a superpower, but by getting her pilot's licence.  She is about to embark on a 20,000-kilometre trip 
around the coast of mainland Australia and is believed to be the first woman to do so. 
 
And one day, she has a dream to fly all the way from Australia to Siberia. 
 
It is all in an effort to raise awareness for the migratory shorebird, many which are critically endangered. 
Migratory shorebirds encompass a group of a species which travel extraordinary distances across the globe.  
They fly a route known as the East Asian-Australasian Flyway, a 25,000km round trip from Australia and New 
Zealand to Siberia which snakes through eastern Asia, including China and Japan.  Unlike seabirds, shorebirds 
will drown if they land on water, so they stop off at various wetlands along the route to rest and eat, eventually 
reaching Siberia to breed in the Arctic summer. 
But some can do the whole journey without a break.  The bar-tailed godwit holds the world record for longest non-
stop bird flight, having travelled nearly 13,000km from Alaska to Australia. 
 

 
The bar-tailed godwit holds the record for longest non-stop bird flight. (Supplied: Dan Weller) 

 
Ms Formby was studying zoology in Melbourne, and volunteered on the Victorian coast banding and flagging 
shorebirds, when she was captivated by their "phenomenal" journey.  Their migration journey is awe-inspiring," 
she said.  "These birds just blow you away."  

https://www.abc.net.au/melbourne
https://www.abc.net.au/news/madi-chwasta/13512978
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Then she discovered how endangered they were — there has been an 80 per cent reduction in their numbers 
across the last 30 years, mainly due to wetland habitat loss along their travel route. The wetlands are undervalued 
a lot of a time. They tend to be developed quite often because they're boring, boggy spots," she said. 
 

 
The eastern curlew is a critically endangered migratory shorebird from Australia. (Supplied: Bill Betts) 

 
She said Australians living and travelling to coastal areas lacked awareness of the birds, which was also 
threatening their populations.  "One of the biggest problems here is disturbance. Aussies love the beach, and so 
do shorebirds," she said.  "[Beachgoers] should keep their distance if they see birds, be mindful about using boats 
and vehicles, take rubbish home, mindfully bird-watch, and let other people know that the birds are needing to eat 
and rest when they're here." 
 
Her love of birds lead to her current job as a shorebird migration project officer with BirdLife Australia, where she 
researches and educates others on the species. 
 
Never dreamed of being a pilot' 
It was back in 2016 while living in Perth when she was "hit" with the idea to learn to fly.  She booked a trial 
instructional flight and was hooked.  "I only started learning to be a pilot when I came up with the idea to follow 
the shorebirds," she said.  "I never dreamed of being a pilot. I had no pilots in my family or anything like that," she 
told ABC Radio Melbourne.  After months of fitting in lessons around full-time work and stormy weather, she got 
her licence in 2017. 
 
Her vessel of choice is a microlight — a small plane for two people with an open cockpit which holds enough fuel 
for a five-hour flight.  Why? Because it is the most similar to how shorebirds fly.  "You're exposed to the 
elements and flying a similar speed at 50 to 55 knots, or just under 100kph," she said. 
 
She then set a goal to follow the migration route of the birds from Australia to Siberia. 
 
Trip around the country 
But for now, she plans to fly around the coast of mainland Australia in a crowdfunded project called Wing Threads, 
which combines her talents as a zoologist, illustrator, and pilot.  With a two-person team following her on land — 
and expressions of interest open for volunteers — she is lifting off from Broome in northern Western Australia 
in May and travelling anti-clockwise around the coast, arriving back where she started in November.  It is a 
20,000km trip through the air, but she will spend plenty of time on the ground.  She plans on stopping at 70 schools 
and libraries along the way to educate young Australians about shorebirds and their role in the planet's ecosystem. 
 
She simultaneously plans to share her new children's book, written by Australian author Jackie Kerin and 
illustrated by Ms Formby herself, which raises awareness for the birds.  "[The book is] actually based on my dream 
to one day follow the shorebirds on migration in the microlight and the reader learns all about how awesome these 
birds are," Ms Formby said. 
 
She has got influential friends supporting her project.  Ms Formby reached out to Gardening Australia host Costa 
Georgiadis via email, who has worked with BirdLife Australia in the past.  His enthusiasm for the project lead to 
him joining her on a microlight flight.  "Flying with her was one of the safest things I have done in my life, believe 
it or not," Georgiadis said. 
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He said he was in awe of her commitment to realising her dream.  "I'm getting behind Milly because of her 
dedication and commitment to our shorebirds, our waterways, and the undeniable connection of our landscapes 
— the ones our birds rely on from Siberia, to Broome, and beyond," he said.  "She's fearless, fastidious, and 
freaking awesome!" 
 

 
An illustration by Ms Formby of her upcoming travel route around Australia.(Supplied: Milly Formby) 

 
What's next? 
Ms Formby said she still wanted to travel the East Asian-Australasian Flyway.  "That's a massive dream I would 
love to do, but I have to do things one step at a time," she said.  Now based in Newcastle, she said she was 
thrilled to bond with bird lovers from around the country in the meantime.  "Teaching people about shorebirds, 
teaching people how to identify the birds, and seeing people connect to the shorebirds themselves is a huge thing 
for me," Ms Formby said.  "I love being able to share this project. The microlight is a vehicle to do so." 
 
And she will continue telling the story of the shorebirds and their impressive trek across the world, one which she 
believes helps us realise how humans and the environment are intrinsically linked.  "Shorebirds are our greatest 
teachers about how we're all connected to one another through a global ecological network," she said.  "The 
wetlands are like a chain — any one of those fails, the whole chain collapses.  "Protecting the habitat is essential 
for our own health and wellbeing. They protect our coast from storms, clean our water, and provide us with food, 
and shorebirds are a way to connect people with that. 

"They remind us we are part of nature and not separate to it." 
 

Another Stint in Bowling Green Bay 
 
As part of a Queensland Community Sustainability Grant project, QWSG recently conducted the second year of 
surveys of migratory shorebird numbers along the coastline of the Bowling Green Bay Ramsar wetland. Aerial, 
boat and ground surveys were conducted at 19 sites from the Port of Townsville in the north to the Burdekin River 
mouth in the south. 
 
The highest numbers of shorebirds were seen at the Burdekin River delta (4100+), the Alva claypan (2680+) and 
the mouth of the Ross River (1250+). The sandbanks at the mouth of the Burdekin River produced the highest 
total count (3770+) comprising 16 migratory species of shorebirds and 4 species of terns.  
 

 
A mixed flock predominantly sand-plovers at the Burdekin River mouth  
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Counted at 9 sites, Red-necked Stint was the most abundant species (3470+); the majority at the Alva claypan 
(1880+) followed by the Burdekin River mouth (890+). The second-most abundant species overall was Great Knot 
(2180+) at 9 sites followed by the threatened Greater Sand Plover (1980+) at 11 sites; the vast majority at the 
Burdekin River mouth (1390+). 
 

 
A tight flock of Great Knots with Bar-tailed Godwits, Red Knots and terns on the shore at the mouth of the Ross 

River 
 

 
Terek Sandpipers in mangrove on Burdekin River 

 
This year’s standout species is Pacific Golden Plover, an impressive count of 424 on a sandbank at the mouth 
of Plantation Creek, the only site not surveyed last year. 
 
QWSG thanks the Gudjuda Land and Sea Rangers for their involvement in the surveys. 
 
Article and Photos Arthur Keates 
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Pressure to Reduce Goolwa Beach Speed Limit as Migratory 
Birds Get Squashed 

ABC Radio Adelaide 
Posted Fri 28 Jan 2022 at 7:30amFriday 28 Jan 2022 at 7:30am 
 
Calls to reduce the speed limit on Goolwa Beach are growing louder after multiple red-necked stints were crushed 
on a stretch of sand where the default speed limit is 100 kilometres per hour. 
 
Key points: 

• The default speed limit on South Australian beaches is 100kph 

• Alexandrina Council has called to have the speed limit at Goolwa Beach reduced 

• About 20 migratory red-necked stints were squashed by a vehicle believed to have been driving at night 
 
The 12-kilometre beach between Goolwa and the Murray Mouth is a popular location for 4WD users, fishers and 
swimmers, but as its popularity increases, so too has pressure to reduce the speed limit. 
The ABC was told that nearly a dozen different groups of beach users on Australia Day took matters into their 
own hands by digging speed ditches into the sand to slow traffic down. 
 
"We'd like to see a maximum speed of 40kph," Alexandrina Council Mayor Keith Parkes said.  "The beaches are 
full of children on busy days; they play up near the high-water mark then run into the water.  "It's really dangerous." 
 

 
Vehicle access to Goolwa Beach is only allowed from the eastern end. (ABC Radio Adelaide: Caroline Horn) 

 
Migratory birds killed 
Mr Parkes said migratory birds, such as the red-necked stints that fly all the way from the Siberian tundra, could 
be harder to spot in the sand if people were driving too fast.  It followed an incident last week when a beach goer 
discovered about 20 dead or dying birds that had been run over by a vehicle in the night. 
 
"We've also had horses frightened by inappropriate driving, or clipped on the [access] ramp," Mr Parkes told ABC 
Radio Adelaide.  "We need some legislation to put a speed limit on the beach so the police have some authority 
to impose fines." 
 
While the council has established a 40kph limit on the access ramp, it does not have any jurisdiction over the 
beach itself, which is controlled by the Department for Infrastructure and Transport, with the Department for 
Environment and Water having responsibility for the sand dunes.  Mr Parkes said the council wrote to the 
government and DIT Minister Corey Wingard late last year about the issue. 
 
Speed limit 'grossly inappropriate' 
Southern 4X4 Club former president Richard Brown said he and other club members were not even aware that 
the speed limit was 100kph because they would never drive that fast.   
  

https://www.abc.net.au/adelaide/
https://www.abc.net.au/radio/adelaide/programs/afternoons/
https://www.abc.net.au/radio/adelaide/programs/afternoons/
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"It's grossly inappropriate," he said.  "I've been four-wheel-driving for 30 years and I've never had a need to do 
100kph on sand.  "We actually believed it was somewhere between 40 and 60; we usually travel at 40 and consider 
that a safe speed."  
 
He said any faster was dangerous, especially towards the access ramp where there were "a lot of kids and dogs 
running around doing their thing". 
 

 
With 4WD utes increasingly popular, more people are taking advantage of the Goolwa Beach access. (Supplied: 

Gemma Opie) 
Avoiding wildlife 
Mr Brown said beaches were "delicate areas" and he gave all wildlife a wide berth, pointing out at Moana Beach 
there were sign posts warning people to stay away from nesting areas near the dunes.  "Most people are pretty 
good and respectful," he said.  "But you're always going to get the occasional dickhead who goes down there and 
does the wrong thing.  "There's a few that still think driving in the sand dunes is a good thing to do, but that number 
is thankfully getting less and less every year." 
 

 
This bird was among about 20 found crushed by a vehicle at Goolwa Beach last week. 

 
A DIT spokesperson said it was continuing to investigate a range of different options, "to apply appropriate speed 
limits on all beaches across the state, including Goolwa Beach.  As with all speed limits, whether on roads or 
beaches, it is the driver's responsibility to take care, drive to the conditions, and be in control of their vehicle at all 
times," she said. 
 
Rubbish left behind 
Mr Parkes said the increasing number of users, many who camp near the Murray Mouth, also meant more rubbish 
was getting left behind, with a security patrol retrieving two ute loads a day on weekends.  "I think it's about time 
people realised how lucky they are," he said.  "The last thing we want to see is people banned from coming onto 
the beach." 
 
Councillor and Goolwa Surf Lifesaving Club member Melissa Rebbeck said the community had been frustrated 
about the situation for some time.  She said if changing speed limits was going to take a while, it at least wanted 
permission to put up signs warning people to stay two metres back from the sand dunes, and to recommend they 
use caution and drive 25kph where possible. 
"It's not just the wildlife. Where do you drive 100kph where there's children, dogs and people present?" 
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Interesting view of the silt run-off after the floods of February 2022 
 

 
 
The amount of silt that can be seen spreading to the north is concerning to many of the feeding and roost sites 
of the waders of Moreton Bay. 
 

Count Programme by Linda Cross 
 
After the disappointing National Summer count, held in January 2022, due to adverse weather conditions; I was 
keen to collate the February count totals for comparison.   Once again, there were many sites (34) that were not 
counted.  In total, 72 sites were counted in February producing 29,022 waders which was an increase of over 
6,000 birds on the January count. 
 
 
 
The first arrival of Double-banded Plover was a 
single bird recorded at Maroochy River sand bar 
on 04.03.22 (a fortnight earlier than last year’s 
arrival).  Since the end of March, the species 
has been recorded at 9 other sites.  In the table 
to the right are the numbers extracted from 
counts for the species at each site. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The vagrant Nordmann’s Greenshank was still being seen on the mudflats along the Cairns Esplanade and has 
been recorded by the counter for that site (Jun Matsui) during the last 4 counts and was last observed on 14.04.22. 
 
The other vagrant (Semipalmated Sandpiper) has also been spotted moving between roosts in southern Moreton 
Bay and was last recorded on 12.04.22.  
  

Site Date Qty 

Maroochy River sand bar 04.03.22 1 

Maroochy River north shore 08.03.22 1 

Manly Harbour 26.03.22 1 

Manly Harbour 27.03.22 5 

Kinka Beach 02.04.22 1 

Deception Bay claypan 02.04.22 3 

Geoff Skinner Reserve East 02.04.22 10 

Port of Brisbane complex 03.04.22 3 

Mirapool Beach Moreton Island 04.04.22 49 

Manly Harbour 14.04.22 4 

Kakadu Beach Bribie Island 15.04.22 3 

Noosa River Mouth sandbanks 21.04.22 2 
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The resident Sooty Oystercatcher has made an appearance at 10 sites with most sightings recording just 1 bird.  
However, 3 sites recorded more than 1 bird.  Wickham Point (6) on 18.02.22 and (4) on 01.02.22. Kakadu Beach 
Bribie Island (3) on 20.03.22 and (2) on 13.02.22.  Scarborough to Clontarf (2) on 04.03.22 and (2) 02.04.22. 
 
Eurasian Whimbrel has been recorded at 49 sites during the last 3 months and although in low numbers at many 
of those sites, the total for the species during the April count from 22 sites produced 2,503 birds.  A few high 
counts include Reeder’s Point Moreton Island (510) on 04.04.22, Mirapool Moreton Island (414) on 04.04.22, 
Deception Bay claypan (316) on 02.04.22, Toorbul (315) on 02.04.22 and Lytton No. 1 claypan (297) on 02.04.22.  
The species is also one of the migratory waders that are late to leave on northward migration.  
 
The largest of our migratory waders (Far Eastern Curlew) is one of the first species to migrate, so I looked at the 
February counts and extracted the numbers for that month which produced a total of 2,301 birds, with high counts 
coming from Geoff Skinner Reserve West (965) on 05.02.22, Mirapool Beach sandbank Moreton Island (229) on 
18.02.22 and Lytton No. 1 claypan (169) on 06.02.22 
 
The Curlew Sandpiper was recorded at 21 sites during the last few months with 5 of them in Moreton Bay being 
favoured sites for the species.  The overall count for the species during April was 2,283 birds with high counts 
coming from Lytton No.1 claypan (2,010) on 02.04.22 followed by the Port of Brisbane complex (228) on 03.04.22.  
Other reasonable counts came from Gregory Road Hays Inlet (184) on 05.03.22, Many Harbour (134) on 05.02.22 
and Geoff Skinner Reserve West (131) on 04.03.22.  
 
While away in outback Queensland in late April and early May, we met people who had witnessed the spectacle 
of thousands of Australian Pelican and Black Swans breeding in the lakes at Currawinya National Park which is 
probably where many of these birds have travelled to after leaving the coastal areas of Qld.  While most of the 
waterbird species have not yet returned to the coast, Pied Stilt and Black-fronted Dotterel have started to return 
and have been recorded at many count sites in the last 3 months. 
 
From early February larger numbers of Pied Stilt started to appear on counts and by the middle of April they had 
been recorded at 27 sites.  Several sites have had more than 50 birds but some have recorded more than 100 
which include, Luggage Point (318) on 03.04.22, Lytton No.1 claypan (178) on 02.04.22, Manly Harbour (178) on 
14.04.22, Redcliffe Airport northside (157) on 02.04.22, Port of Brisbane (136) on 03.04.22, Maaroom (118) on 
02.04.22 and Toorbul (100) on 02.04.22.   
 
Black-fronted Dotterel were recorded at 14 sites (mostly in single digits) but 18 were counted at Deception Bay 
claypan on 02.04.22 while 13 appeared at Caboolture River mouth on 01.04.22 and the next highest count was 6 
at Gregory Road Hays Inlet on 05.03.22. 
 
Extracts from counts appear below. Additional extracts (migratory and resident) can be found in the “Interesting 
wader sightings” section of the newsletter. Order as per IOC species list July 2021. 
 
Pacific Golden Plover:  Manly Harbour (274) on 05.03.22 and Shellgrit Creek entrance Mackay (109) on 21.02.22 
Grey Plover: Burdekin River 1 (44) on 10.02.22, Boonooroo (42) on 05.03.22, Mirapool Beach sandbank Moreton 
 Island (33) on 18.02.22 and Burdekin River 5 (32) on 10.02.22 
Lesser Sand Plover: Geoff Skinner Reserve East (645) on 02.04.22, Shellgrit Creek entrance Mackay (592) on 
 20.02.22 and Port of Brisbane complex (463) on 03.04.22 
Greater Sand Plover: Burdekin River 5 (330) on 10.02.22, Shellgrit Creek entrance Mackay (152) on 17.02.22 
 and Gable’s Point Rocks Hervey Bay (116) on 06.02.22 
Bar-tailed Godwit: Boonooroo (2,569) on 05.02.22, Kakadu Beach Bribie Island (2,050) on 06.02.22, Manly 
 Harbour (1,940) on 07.02.22 and Geoff Skinner Reserve West (1,690) on 04.03.22 
Black-tailed Godwit: Gregory Road Hays Inlet (218) on 05.03.22, Pine Rivers Wetland Reserve (151) on 05.02.22, 
 Luggage Point (83) on 03.04.22 and Manly Harbour (79) on 05.02.22 
Ruddy Turnstone: Manly Harbour (118) on 15.03.22 and (104) on 13.03.22, Port of Brisbane complex (98) on 
 03.04.22 and Geoff Skinner Reserve East (86) on 02.04.22 
Great Knot: Burdekin River 1 (1,500) on 10.02.22 and Boonooroo (354) on 05.02.22  
Red Knot: Toorbul (12) on 02.04.22, Maaroom (10) on 05.03.22 and Lytton No.1 claypan (9) on 05.02.22 
Broad-billed Sandpiper: Manly Harbour (4) on 27.03.22 
Sharp-tailed Sandpiper: Nathan Road Redcliffe (126) on 02.04.22, Geoff Skinner Reserve West (63) on 05.02.22 
 and Pine Rivers Wetland Reserve (60) on 05.02.22 
Red-necked Stint:  Luggage Point (850) on 06.02.22, Lytton No.1 claypan (760) on 02.04.22, Geoff Skinner 
 Reserve (682) on 02.04.22 and Port of Brisbane complex (587) on 03.04.22  
Sanderling: Mirapool Beach sandbank Moreton Island (83) on 18.02.22, Burdekin River 2 (18) on 10.02.22 and 
 Mirapool Beach Moreton Island (5) on 04.04.22 
Latham’s Snipe: Kinka Wetlands Yeppoon (2) on 02.04.22, Dohle’s Rocks Road Pond (2) on 05.02.22, Kedron 
 Brook Wetlands (1) on 06.03.22 and Nathan Road Redcliffe (1) on 05.03.22 
Terek Sandpiper:  Manly Harbour (125) on 17.02.22 and Burdekin River 2, 5 and 9 combined (63) on 01.02.22  
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Common Sandpiper: Kedron Brook Wetlands (1) on 08.02.22 
Wandering Tattler: Wickham Point (4) on 18.02.22 and Scarborough to Clontarf (1) on 02.04.22 
Grey-tailed Tattler: Manly Harbour (1.067) on 14.04.22 and Godwin Beach (295) on 06.03.22 
Marsh Sandpiper:  Wunjunga Wetland Burdekin region (30) on 07.02.22 and Maaroom (26) on 02.04.22 
Common Greenshank: West Geoff Skinner Reserve (29) on 04.03.22, Manly Harbour (21) on 05.02.22, Gregory 
 Road Hays Inlet (17) on 05.03.22 and Boonooroo (14) on 05.02.22 
 
Unfortunately, it is not always possible to include all articles in the paper version of the newsletter as there is a 
page limit for posting, so “Interesting wader sightings” and “Not waders but of interest anyway” sections may not 
appear. However, if you have an email address, please ask for the electronic version, which has all the articles 
that could not be included in the paper version. The electronic version is also in colour. 
 

Breeding records: 
Pied Oystercatcher: Manly Harbour (6 immatures in flock of 158 birds) on 23.03.22. 
Sooty Oystercatcher: Manly Harbour (behaviour indicates nesting) on 17.02.22. 
Pied Stilt: Manly Harbour (3 nesting) on 31.01.22. Pine Rivers Wetland Reserve (5 juveniles in a flock of 18 birds) 
 on 05.02.22. Manly Harbour (2 juveniles in a flock of 53 birds, 1 of which was lying on the ground dying) 
 on 05.02.22. Manly Harbour (1 pair nesting) on 06.04.22.  Kedron Brook Wetlands (nesting and juveniles 
 at foot in a flock of 84 birds) on 08.02.22. Manly Harbour (c 8 immatures in a flock of 145 birds) on 
 12.04.22. Manly Harbour (2 very young chicks and 8 immatures in a flock of 178 birds) on 04.04.22. 
 Kakadu Beach Bribie Island (8 juveniles in a flock of 40 birds) on 15.04.22.   
Masked Lapwing: Kakadu Beach Bribie Island (nesting) on 13.02.22 and 20.02.22. Toorbul Esplanade (1 chick 
 with adult) on 22.02.22.  Maaroom (1 nest with 3 eggs) on 02.04.22.   
Red-capped Plover: Manly Harbour (1 runner) on 15.02.22. 
 
We would like to remind members that the counter for Tweed Heads (Erina Forrest) is looking for anyone in the 
Gold Coast/Tweed Heads area that would be willing to help her conduct the counts. Please contact Erina by email 
at  erina.forrest@gmail.com  
 
Counters not entering their counts online, please continue to send them to me at my email or postal address as 
follows:  xenus69@bigpond.com 
Snail mail:  40 Thompson Road, Bellmere. Qld 4510    Phone:  5495 2758 Mobile:  0490 080 340 
 
A reminder that Leg flag sightings must not be entered online during count entry. Please note that you 
can now enter flagged and banded sightings on the new website. If you prefer, you can email sightings 
to Jon Coleman (email address legflags@waders.org.au . You can also contact Jon, Phil or me for the Leg 
Flag Observation Report Form. 
 
Happy counting. 
Linda Cross. 
 
 

Interesting Sightings 
 

Interesting resident wader sightings – as per IOC species list July 2021 
Bush Stone-curlew: Luggage Point (3) on 06.02.22 and Endeavour River Mouth claypan (3) on 02.04.22 
Beach Stone-curlew: Maroochy River Goat Island (3) on 07.04.22, Acacia Street Wellington Point (2 – first record 
 for site) on 04.03.22, Maaroom (1) on 02.04.22 and Kinka Beach Yeppoon (1) on 02.04.22 Other records 
 for the species came from Kakadu Beach Bribie Island, Sandbank No 1 Caloundra, Noosa River mouth 
 sandbanks and Shellgrit Creek entrance Mackay  
Pied Oystercatcher: Manly Harbour (224) on 14.04.22, Burdekin River 1 (211) on 10.02.22, Lytton No. 1 claypan 
 (189) on 06.02.22 and Reeder’s Point Moreton Island (110) on 18.02.22 
Masked Lapwing: Cairns Esplanade (55) on 13.04.22, Luggage Point (53) on 03.04.22, Redcliffe Airport northside 
 (50) on 05.03.22 and Godwin Beach (48) on 06.03.22 
Red-kneed Dotterel: Kinka Wetlands Yeppoon (1) on 02.04.22    
Red-capped Plover: Deception Bay claypan (59) on 02.04.22, Gregory Road Hays Inlet (58) on 05.02.22 and Pine 
 Rivers Wetland Reserve (44) on 05.02.22 
Comb-crested Jacana: Garnet’s Lagoon 1 and 2 combined Hervey Bay (8) on 02.04.22. 
  

mailto:erina.forrest@gmail.com
mailto:xenus69@bigpond.com
mailto:legflags@waders.org.au
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Not waders but of interest anyway – as per IOC species list July 2021 
Magpie Goose: Luggage Point (58) on 03.04.22 
Wandering Whistling Duck: Garnet’s Lagoon 1 Susan River (12) on 13.03.22 
Black Swan: Deception Bay south (27 - first record for site since counts started in 1994) on 02.04.22 and Bells 
 Creek Caloundra (129) on 01.02.22 
Chestnut Teal: Port of Brisbane complex (163) on 03.04.22 and Manly Harbour (60) on 15.03.22 
Lewin’s Rail: Luggage Point (2) on 03.04.22 
Buff-banded Rail: Kakadu Beach Bribie Island (3) on 06.02.22, Luggage Point (2) on 06.02.22 and Maroochy 
 River Goat Island (1) on 08.03.22 
Spotless Crake: Luggage Point (2) on 03.04.22 
Brolga: Kinka Wetlands Yeppoon (5) on 02.04.22  
Australasian Grebe: Garnet’s Lagoons 1 and 2 combined Susan River (71) on 02.04.22 
Black Noddy: O’Regan’s Creek westside Hervey Bay (1 on sand at water’s edge) on 05.03.22 
Silver Gull: Port of Brisbane complex (497) on 03.04.22 and Luggage Point (221) on 06.02.22 
Greater Crested Tern: Reeder’s Point Moreton Island (443) on 04.04.22, Noosa River Mouth sandbanks (384) on 
 21.04.22 and Mirapool Beach Moreton Island (381) on 04.02.22 
Lesser Crested Tern: Gables Point Rocks Hervey Bay (6) on 04.04.22 
Little Tern: Mirapool Beach Moreton Island (524) on 04.04.22 
Common Tern: Sandbank No. 2 Caloundra (1,800) on 01.02.22, Noosa River Mouth sandbanks (1,155) on 
 22.02.22 and Mirapool Beach sandbank Moreton Island (670) on 18.02.22 
White-winged Tern: Wunjunga wetlands Burdekin region (300) on 07.02.22 
Black-necked Stork: Kedron Brook Wetlands (2 – male and female) on 06.03.22 and Redcliffe Airport northside 
 (1) on 05.03.22 
Australian Darter: Garnet’s Lagoon 1 and 2 combined Susan River (18) on 02.04.22 
Little Black Cormorant: Garnet’s Lagoon 1 and 2 combined Susan River (96) on 02.04.22 
Great Cormorant: Luggage Point (1) on 03.04.22 
Australian White Ibis: Kedron Brook Wetlands (125) on 06.03.22 and Redcliffe Airport northside (87) on 05.03.22 
Glossy Ibis: Kedron Brook Wetlands (1) on 04.04.22 
Black Bittern: Kinka Wetlands Yeppoon (1) on 05.03.22 and Endeavour River claypan Cooktown (1) on 05.03.22 
Eastern Cattle Egret: Garnet’s Lagoon 1 Susan River (140) on 12.02.22 
White-necked Heron: Port of Brisbane complex (3 – unusual at site) on 03.04.22 and Manly Harbour (2 – unusual 
 at site) on 12.04.22 
Great Egret: Wunjunga wetlands Burdekin region (51) on 07.02.22 and Maroochy River sandbar (30) on 04.03.22 
Intermediate Egret: Wunjunga wetlands Burdekin region (41) on 07.02.22 
Pacific Reef Heron: Wickham Point (2 – 1 white and 1 grey) on 01.04.22  
Spotted Harrier: Luggage Point (1) on 03.04.22 
Black Kite: Kinka Wetlands Yeppoon (4) on 05.03.22 and 1 each at Deception Bay claypan on 05.03.22, Bishop’s 
 Marsh Toorbul on 19.02.22 and George Bishop Causeway Toorbul on 05.02.22 
Brahminy Kite: Lytton No.1 claypan (5) on 05.03.22. 
 

Wader Watch by Jon Coleman 

 
Hi everyone, this is my first Wader Watch since taking over the Leg Flag Coordinator role from Phil Cross who 
has left some very large shoes to fill, so I hope this first Wader Watch hits the mark. 
 
Please remember if your submitting sightings there a Leg Flag Observation Report Form is available for 
capturing adhoc sightings which will help ensure you provide all the correct information and you can email these 
to Legflags@waders.org.au. However, we really prefer it if you use our web site and enter your records there as 
we can process them online, they’re easy to enter and far easier to manage through that way. The web site is 
www.waders.org.au and click on the Report a Banded/ Leg Flagged Bird link on the home page. When 
completing a report only record what you see and don’t assume anything in terms of which leg the flag is on, or 
any other details, we’ll work with what you provide. 
 
From February to April 2022 the following records were received. 

Green Leg Flag sightings seen in QLD 
A total of 507 reports of green engraved leg flags were submitted. This was across 18 species, Australian Tern, 
Bar-tailed Godwit, Black-tailed Godwit, Curlew Sandpiper, Double-banded Plover, Eurasian Whimbrel, Far 
Eastern Curlew, Great Knot, Greater Sandplover, Grey-tailed tattler, Lesser Sandplover, Pacific Golden Plover, 
Pied Oystercatcher, Pied Stilt, Red-capped Plover, Red-necked Stint, Ruddy Turnstone and Terek Sandpiper.  
Of the sightings, 531 were made at Manly Harbour, 185 at Wynnum Esplanade, 88 at Toorbul roost and 52 at 
Kakadu Beach. The remaining birds were seen at a further 42 locations in Queensland. Thirty-four individuals 
submitted these records and thanks to everyone who submitted a record, every one provided is extremely 
valuable.  

mailto:Legflags@waders.org.au
http://www.waders.org.au/
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Green Leg Flag Sightings seen Interstate 
Pied Oystercatcher 

A6 – 08/02/2022, Ten Mile Beach, Bundjalung National Park, NSW 
A8 - 08/02/2022, North Creek, Ballina, NSW 
J4 – 17/02/2022, Swan Bay, near Port Stephens, NSW 

Bar-tailed Godwit 
BZU - 22/02/2022, North Creek, Ballina, NSW 

 

Green Leg Flag Sightings seen Overseas 
Bar-tailed Godwit 

AHA -16-18/04/2022, Songdo Incheon, SOUTH KOREA 
AXA – 18/02/2022, Clark's Bay Manukau Harbour South Auckland, NEW ZEALAND 
BHJ, 18/04/2022, Songdo Incheon, SOUTH KOREA 
BVJ – 09/04/2022, Clarks Beach, Manukau Harbour Auckland, NEW ZEALAND 
FX – 01/03/2022, Clifton Beach, Whitford, Auckland, NEW ZEALAND 
FA – 13/03/2022, Clifton Beach, Whitford, Auckland, NEW ZEALAND 

Lesser Sandplover 
APZ -16/04/2022, Tanza Navotas, PHILIPPINES 

Ruddy Turnstone 
AHN -18/04/2022, Nishizaki-town, Itoman-shi, Okinawa, JAPAN 
AHS -28/04/2022, Fubao Wetlands, Changhua, TAIWAN 
CBU -28/04/2022, Nishizaki-town, Itoman-shi, Okinawa, JAPAN 
HB -16/04/2022, Higashiyoka-higata Saga prefecture, JAPAN 

 

Yellow (WA) leg Flag sightings in QLD 
Nil 
 

Orange (Vic) Leg Flag sightings seen in QLD 
Great Knot 

Plain Flag -Various sightings of one or more individuals from 02/02/2022 to 27/03/2022 at Manly 
Harbour and Thorneside Esplanade 
 

Overseas Flagged Birds seen in QLD 
White over blue (Taiwan) leg flag sightings 

588 – Terek Sandpiper, 18/03/2022, Maaroom 
A08 – Lesser Sandplover, 05/02/2022, Kakadu Beach, Bribie Island 
A08 – Lesser Sandplover, 06/02/2022, Kakadu Beach, Bribie Island 
A08 – Lesser Sandplover, 05/03/2022, Kakadu Beach, Bribie Island 
A08 – Lesser Sandplover, 30/03/2022, Kakadu Beach, Bribie Island 
A08 – Lesser Sandplover, 01/04/2022, Kakadu Beach, Bribie Island 
 

Black over white or white over black (Shanghai, China) leg flag sightings 
AA1 – Great Knot, 02/02/2022, Thorneside Esplanade 
AA1 – Great Knot, 05/02/2022, Manly Harbour 
AA1 – Great Knot, 08/02/2022, Manly Harbour 
AA1 – Great Knot, 12/02/2022, Thorneside Esplanade 
AA1 – Great Knot, 08/03/2022, Manly Harbour 
E40 - Great Knot, 05/03/3022, Boonooroo 
J62 – Great Knot, 08/02/2022, Manly Harbour 
J62 – Great Knot, 21/02/2022, Manly Harbour 
X28 – Great Knot, 18/02/2022, Bushland 
Plain – Lesser Sandplover, 06/02/2022, Gables Point, Hervey Bay 
Plain – Lesser Sandplover, 02/03/2022, Urangan Boat Harbour 
Plain – Great Knot, 10/02/2022, Burdekin River Mouth 
Plain – Great Knot, 26/02/2022, Ross River Mouth 
Plain – Curlew Sandpiper, 27/03/2022, Manly Harbour (also blue flag below metal band) 
Plain – Curlew Sandpiper, 14/03/2022, King Island, Moreton Bay 
Plain – Red-necked Stint, 12/03/2022, Cairns Esplanade 
Plain – Red-necked Stint, 28/03/2022, Cairns Esplanade 
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Blue over White and Blue (Japan) leg flag sightings 
568 - Grey-tailed Tattler, 21/02/2022, Manly Harbour       
568 - Grey-tailed Tattler, 24/04/2022, Wynnum Esplanade 
568 - Grey-tailed Tattler, 6/02/2022, Wynnum Esplanade 
568 - Grey-tailed Tattler, 21/02/2022, Manly Harbour 
H06 – Grey-tailed Tattler, 08/03/2022, Manly Harbour 
H06 – Grey-tailed Tattler, 14/04/2022, Manly Harbour 
H06 – Grey-tailed tattler, 24/04/2022, Wynnum Esplanade 
Plain – Grey-tailed tattler, 21/02/2022, Manly Harbour 
Plain – Grey-tailed tattler, 12/04/2022, Manly Harbour 
Plain – Grey-tailed tattler, 14/04/2022, Manly Harbour 
Plain – Grey-tailed tattler, 02/02/2022, Wynnum Esplanade 
Plain – Grey-tailed tattler, 12/03/2022, Wynnum Esplanade 
Plain – Grey-tailed tattler, 17/02/2022, Toorbul 
Plain – Grey-tailed tattler, 13/03/2022, Wynnum Esplanade 
Plain – Grey-tailed tattler, 10/03/2022, Cairns Esplanade 
Plain – Grey-tailed tattler, 06/04/2022, Cairns Esplanade 
Plain – Grey-tailed tattler, 26/03/2022, Wynnum Esplanade 
Plain – Grey-tailed tattler, 31/03/2022, Wynnum Esplanade 
Plain – Grey-tailed tattler, 04/04/2022, Wynnum Esplanade 
Plain – Grey-tailed tattler, 09/04/2022, Wynnum Esplanade 

 

Black (Alaska USA) leg flag sightings 
Unread – Bar-tailed Godwit, 17/02/2022, Kakadu Beach, Bribie Island (Green/Yellow Bands) 

 
Yellow Flagged Pied Oystercatchers from NSW 

C4 – 05/02/2022, Lytton Claypans 
K3 -17/02/2022, 13/03/2022, 15/03/2022, 14/04/2022, Manly Harbour 
R6 – 12/02/2022, Wavebreak Island 
S7 – 06/04/2022, Manly Harbour 

 
The following people contributed data used in this report.  

Anne Buchanan, Arthur Keates, Melissa Whitby, Peter Driscoll, Rob Kernot, Tom Tarrant, Brian Russell, 
Cecile Espigole, Will Price, Colin Trainor, Daniel Townend, Denise Holder, Dezmond Wells, Don and 
Lesley Bradley, Helen Leonard, Jack Worcester, John Lowry, John Paterson, Jon Coleman, Jun Matsui, 
Lachlan Cooper, Linda Cross, Marilyn Sweetnam, Michael Strong, Mick Barker, Peter Ramshaw, Phil 
Cross, Scott Humphris, Stephen Kerr and Family, Terry and Audrey Burgess, Tim Peisker, Tony Cotter 
and Wilmot Senaratne with apologies for any accidental omissions. 

 
Every record received is incredibly valuable so thank you to everyone who contributed their sightings. 
 
 

March for Toondah Harbour 
The march took place on Sunday 8th May and was very well attended. 

Here are some photos from the day.  Thanks to Deirdre Chrzescijanski and Judith Coles. 
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Wader ID Day Reports 

Manly Boat Harbour Shorebird Roost Report 13th February 2022 
 
The strong southerly wind and the morning sun were challenging factors in observing the 17 species of migratory 
shorebirds and 4 species of resident shorebirds. While the species diversity was high, some species were present 
in small numbers and no Sharp-tailed Sandpiper were seen. Two Broad-billed Sandpiper feeding busily with 
Curlew Sandpiper and Red-necked Stint enabled observers to compare the species. 
 
With migration to the breeding grounds nearing, several male Bar-tailed Godwit and many of the Great Knot 
showed well advanced breeding plumage and even some Grey-tailed Tattler (one of the last species to migrate 
to the breeding grounds) showed traces of breeding plumage. In contrast, the Red Knot were all in non-breeding 
plumage. A Red-capped Plover chick of only 1-2 days old was seen adventurously running around under the 
watchful eye of the parents.  
 
Although no overseas banded birds were found, green leg flags on several species fitted in south-east 
Queensland by QWSG’s banding team were seen. 
 
The following species were observed at the roost: 
Chestnut Teal, Australian Pelican, Pied Oystercatcher, Pied Stilt, Masked Lapwing, Pacific Golden Plover, Red-
capped Plover, Lesser Sand Plover, Greater Sand Plover, Black-tailed Godwit, Bar-tailed Godwit, Eurasian 
Whimbrel, Far Eastern Curlew, Marsh Sandpiper, Common Greenshank, Grey-tailed Tattler, Terek Sandpiper, 
Ruddy Turnstone, Great Knot, Red Knot, Red-necked Stint, Curlew Sandpiper, Broad-billed Sandpiper, Silver 
Gull, Caspian Tern and Little Tern. 
By Arthur Keates 
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Toorbul Roost Wader ID Day Report 22nd February 2022 
 
Last minute text messages and phone calls the day before, and on the morning of the outing, saw 5 people 
register for this ID session.  When we arrived at the roost, a further 5 people (Toowoomba Bird Observers) were 
in attendance.  Weather conditions were overcast, humid and threatening rain. 
 
The Far Eastern Curlew were stretched out along the foreshore (just before the main roost) along with an 
unusually high number of Pied Oystercatcher for this site.  The main flock at the roost consisted of Eurasian 
Whimbrel, Bar-tailed Godwit (some with partial breeding plumage) and Great Knot, with Bar-tailed Godwit being 
the prominent species.  With just the 3 species in the main flock to view, there was less of a challenge for the 
group regarding identification.  Unfortunately, we had about an hour’s viewing before the showers and wind came, 
and as the tide rose, the birds became unsettled and most of them took off across the passage to Kakadu.  By 
14:00 hours the group disbanded. 
 
Among the flock of waders, green flags were observed on Pied Oystercatcher, Eurasian Whimbrel, Bar-tailed 
Godwit and Great Knot.  All banded in South-east Queensland. 
 
Birds seen at the main Toorbul roost and environs: 
 
F/O – flying over.  (H) – heard. 
 
40 Black Swan in the passage close to the roost, 21 Pied Oystercatcher, 1 Sooty Oystercatcher, 4 Masked 
Lapwing, 76 Eurasian Whimbrel, 127 Far Eastern Curlew, 1000+ Bar-tailed Godwit, 42 Great Knot, 4 Caspian 
Tern, 2 Australian White Ibis (F/O), 1 Striated Heron, 1 Great Egret F/O,  2 White-faced Heron (F/O), 1 Eastern 
Osprey (F/O), 1 Whistling Kite (F/O) and 1 immature Brahminy Kite (F/O). 
. 
Other birds seen along the Toorbul Esplanade include: 1 Sooty Oystercatcher, a few Masked Lapwing (including 
1 adult with a chick), 6 Common Greenshank and 1 Silver Gull. 
 
Linda Cross 

Kakadu Beach, Bribie Island Wader ID Day Report 2nd March 2022 
 
With flooding occurring across southeast Queensland from the low hanging off the coast a few days prior to the 
outing, I was not expecting too many participants for this ID session.  In total, 8 (including ourselves) assembled 
in the northern hide at 0800 hours.  
 
The 2.62m high tide saw the birds pushed up along the roost and spread out along the shoreline.  Weather 
conditions were fine, dry, warm and humid, with a gentle northeast wind.  
 
We had just about completed a bird count when Michael Strong (the QWSG counter for the site) arrived in the 
bird hide.  Michael looked pleased that he did not need to complete a count and was happy for me to load the 
count onto the QWSG website. 
 
The large flock of Bar-tailed Godwit was scanned many times for Black-tailed Godwit, but none could be found.  
A search for Red-necked Stint was also conducted, but again, none could be found.  A lone Red Knot was found 
within the Great Knots and eventually everyone saw the bird.  
 
Green leg flags (banded in south-east Queensland) were observed and recorded on Far Eastern Curlew (1), Bar-
tailed Godwit (20) and Great Knot (2). The Far Eastern Curlew was engraved leg flag AAD which was also carrying 
a satellite transmitter. The group observed 5 migratory and 5 resident wader species. 
 
Birds seen: (F/O – Flying over) (H – heard). 
 
2 Pacific Black Duck, 1 Buff-banded Rail, 2 Beach Stone-curlew (1 sitting perhaps nesting), 7 Pied Oystercatcher, 
4 Pied Stilt, 4 Masked Lapwing, 7 Red-capped Plover, 36 Lesser Sand Plover, 110 Far Eastern Curlew, c 1184 
Bar-tailed Godwit, 82 Great Knot, 1 Red Knot, 16 Silver Gull, 1 Greater Crested Tern, 8 Australian White Ibis 
(F/O), 2 Striated Heron,1 White-faced Heron, 1 Little Egret and 1 White-bellied Sea Eagle (F/O). 
 
Linda Cross. 
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Toorbul ID Day Report 7th Mach 2022 
 
The group of 11 people arrived at the Toorbul roost at 11:15 to view the waders and found the tide was already 
higher than expected due to the recent heavy rains still flowing into Moreton Bay.  Weather conditions were fine, 
dry and warm with a gentle breeze from the north north-east.  
 
A group of 10 Common Greenshank, some Pied Oystercatcher and Black Swans were in front of the picnic area 
as we headed down to the main roost.  There was a large flock of 3 wader species (Bar-tailed Godwit, Eurasian 
Whimbrel and Great Knot) that produced good views for attendees through binoculars.  Many of the godwits had 
varying stages of partial breeding plumage.  Spotted among the whimbrels was a lone Grey-tailed Tattler, that 
everybody got to see and identify. 
 
The whimbrels were nervous, and a few headed into the passage.  However, it was not long before the rest of the 
whimbrels took flight to join them in the mangrove trees in the middle of the passage. The other species stayed 
around for a further ten minutes before they too took flight and headed across the passage to Kakadu Beach roost 
on Bribie Island.  Both the Knot and Whimbrel were counted before they flew away, and it was estimated that 
there were more than 1000 godwit at the site. 
 
After a brief discussion, all but 3 of the group decided to follow the birds across to Bribie Island. 
 
As we returned to our vehicles an Eastern Osprey was observed bringing in food to another bird that was calling 
in a tree near the picnic area.  The fish that the bird had caught was of the genus Tylosurus, a member of the 
needle fish family 
 
Birds seen at Toorbul roost and environs: 

12 Black Swan, 8 Pied Oystercatcher, 4 Masked Lapwing, 85 Eurasian Whimbrel, c 1000 Bar-tailed 
Godwit, 61 Great Knot, 1 Grey-tailed Tattler, 10 Common Greenshank, 2 Australian White Ibis, 5 
Australian Pelican and 2 Eastern Osprey. 

 
Birds seen along the Esplanade: 

4 Masked Lapwing and 2 Striated Heron. 
 

The group re-assembled at the northern bird hide at Kakadu 
Beach roost, where a further 2 Birds Queensland members 
were already in position.  The flock was stretched out along the 
foreshore, with most of the large flock packed together at the 
southern end.  Unusually, the Beach Stone-curlew were not 
present, and we could not find the tattler that was observed at 
Toorbul.  It was also difficult to get an accurate count of Great 
Knot as they were hidden amongst the large godwit flock.  The 
3 additional small waders (Red-capped Plover, Lesser Sand 
Plover and Red-necked Stint) were a bonus for those seeking 
to improve their identification skills. 
 
A Lesser Sand Plover was sporting a white over a blue flag on 
the left tibia.  Although it was too distant, we suspect this was 
(A08) which has been recorded at this site a few times before.  
This bird was banded in Wang-Gong, Chang-Hua County, 
Taiwan.  Many green flagged birds (banded in Moreton Bay) 
were seen but not recorded.  
 
Birds seen at Kakadu roost and environs: 
2 Pacific Black Duck, 2 Grey Teal, 27 Pied Oystercatcher, 5 
Pied Stilt, 2 Masked Lapwing, 29 Red-capped Plover, 23 Lesser 
Sand Plover, 3 Far Eastern Curlew, c 1334 Bar-tailed Godwit, 
Great Knot, 2 Red-necked Stint, 12 Silver Gull, 1 Striated Heron, 
1 Eastern Osprey and 1 White-bellied Sea Eagle (F/O). 
 
Photograph by Greg Neill 
 
Linda Cross. 
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Toorbul Wader ID Day Report 23rd March 2022 
Unfortunately, I missed placing the notice for this outing in the BQ newsletter, so it was only advertised in the 
QWSG newsletter. There was a last-minute cancellation for the outing by one member which left just 1 person 
(new member Anne Buchanan) joining us at Toorbul.  Weather conditions were hot, with a light northeast wind. 
 
Although there were only 7 wader species present, Anne was very pleased to have 2 people tutor her on the 
waders at the roost.  Advanced breeding plumage was noticeably evident on many of the Bar-tailed Godwit and 
Great Knot and numerous green engraved leg flags were seen on Bar-tailed Godwit.   
 
We decided to leave after a couple of hours viewing but Anne decided to stay and enjoy looking at the birds.  
Further along the esplanade we saw 6 Common Greenshank and sent a text to Anne to tell her where they were 
so she could see them too before she left. 
 
A count was conducted and added to the QWSG database. 
 
Birds seen at Toorbul roost:  

14 Pied Oystercatcher, 1 Sooty Oystercatcher, 6 Masked Lapwing, 70+ Eurasian Whimbrel, 46 Far 
Eastern Curlew, 1000+ Bar-tailed Godwit, 18 Great Knot, 2 Caspian Tern, 1 Striated Heron, 1 Little Egret, 
1 Australian Pelican, 1 Eastern Osprey (F/O), 1 Whistling Kite (F/O), 1 immature Brahminy Kite (F/O) and 
1 White-bellied Sea Eagle F/O). (F/O) – Flying over. 

 
 
Linda Cross. 
 

Other Conservation Activities of Interest 

  

  
 QWSG is a special interest group of the Birds Queensland Inc. whose object is: 
 “ To promote the scientific study and conservation of birds by all means possible, with  
 particular reference to the birds of Queensland”. 
 Separate membership is required. 
 Contacts: President,    Stephen Prowse     president@birdsqueensland.org.au  
                 Secretary,    Janette Thurley        secretary@birdsqueensland.org.au  
                 Treasurer,    Wayne Lock             treasurer@birdsqueensland.org.au  
 

 

NEW MEMBERS 
We welcome the following new members who have joined recently: 

 

Mick Barker,  Anne Buchanan,  Cedric Carkeet,  Melissa Christi,  Jarryd Cobban,   
Lindsay and Nick Delzoppo,  Sue Foley,  Alison, Graeme, Shanece and Jayden Hislop,  

Laura Howe,  Jeanne Ibarra,  Judy Leitch,  Kimberley, Craig,  
Thomas and Arlo Marston,  Allan McGregor,  Gavin and Teddi Short,  Mattea Taylor,   

Megan Tomlin,  Kevin Trimmer,  Cameron Ward,  Randall Wood 
 

 
A reminder to members, please let the Treasurer know if you change your email address.  If you do, please 
make sure that it does allow delivery and not send downloads to spam. 

Many thanks too to those who have included a donation with their renewal or membership fee.  This is greatly 
appreciated as such donations make on-going work possible. 

PLEASE CHECK TO SEE IF YOUR RENEWAL IS DUE! 
  

mailto:president@birdsqueensland.org.au
mailto:secretary@birdsqueensland.org.au
mailto:treasurer@birdsqueensland.org.au
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QWSG CONTACTS 
QUEENSLAND WADER 
The Official Quarterly Publication of Queensland Wader Study Group  
 
Website www.waders.org.au 

Facebook https://www.facebook.com/QueenslandWaderStudyGroup/ 
 

MEMBERS of the MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE of the QWSG  
CHAIRPERSON:  David Edwards  (07) 3262 2017 chairperson@waders.org.au 
TREASURER   Judith Giles  0409 062 310 treasurer@waders.org.au 
SECRETARY:   Peter Rothlisberg (07) 3822 3759 secretary@waders.org.au  
MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY Brenda Smith    membership@waders.org.au 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR: David Edwards  (07) 3262 2017 gouldian6@bigpond.com 
 
QWSG COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
Robert Bush  0404 805 558  Dierdre Chrzescijanski  
Jon Coleman  (07) 3299 2780  Peter Driscoll  0418 212 627 
Paul Finn  0480 177 792  Andy Jensen 
Ross McMillan     Brad Woodworth 0439 577 551 
 
COUNT COORDINATOR: Linda Cross 07 5495 2758 Email  counts@waders.org.au  
LEG FLAG COORDINATOR Phil Cross 07 5495 2758 Email  legflags@waders.org.au  
 
 
BQ PRESIDENT Andrew Thelander Email president@birdsqueensland.org.au  
     
CORRESPONDENCE All correspondence to:  
   The QWSG Secretary, 
    PO Box 3138, 
    SOUTH BRISBANE, 
    QLD 4101. 
 
CHANGE OF ADDRESS Please notify the Membership Secretary as soon as possible of any change of address so 
that your Newsletter can be dispatched correctly.  
 
SUBSCRIPTIONS Annual subscription rates:  
   Single: $15:00 
   Student/Pensioner: $10:00 
   Family: $25:00  
   A receipt will be forwarded if required. 
Forward application to:  
  Membership Secretary or QWSG Treasurer, 
    PO Box 3138, 
    SOUTH BRISBANE, 
    QLD 4101. 
Members are reminded their membership expires on the date shown on the newsletter address label, and the 
membership joining/renewal form is now on the back page.  Note: that your subscription will fall due twelve (12) 
months after date of joining the QWSG or date of renewal, and only one further newsletter will be sent after expiry of 
your subscription.  
 
Copy Deadline for the next issue of Queensland Wader is August 14th, 2022 
Contributions should be addressed to:  
David Edwards, the QWSG Editor, 54 Elliott Street, Clayfield, Qld 4011 
or E-mail to:  gouldian6@bigpond.com 
 
Opinions expressed in Queensland Wader are those of the individual contributors and are not necessarily those of 
the Queensland Waders Study Group, Birds Queensland nor Queensland Ornithology Society Inc. 
 
PRINTED BY: PrintCorp Pty Ltd. 
admin@printcorp.net.au  

http://www.waders.org.au/
mailto:chairperson@waders.org.au
mailto:secretary@waders.org.au
mailto:membership@waders.org.au
mailto:counts@waders.org.au
mailto:legflags@waders.org.au
mailto:president@birdsqueensland.org.au
mailto:gouldian6@bigpond.com
mailto:admin@jrdsons.com.au
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     Count Activities – 2022 
 
 
 
 

QWSG High Tide – Monthly Count Program 2022 
 
NO COUNT IN JUNE     
Sat 16 Jul 1.90m at 11:31  National Winter Count 
Sat 13 Aug 1.97m at 10:26 
Sat 10 Sep 2.03m at 09:24 8  
Sat 8 Oct  2.07m at 08:21  
Sat 5 Nov 2.06m at 07:15 
Sat 10 Dec  2.41m at 10:46  
Counters Rockhampton and north – please select a date as close as possible to the count programme Sat day with suitable 
tides to enable you to complete your counts. 

 

Port of Brisbane Count Dates 2022 
 
Sun 12 Jun 2.06m at 07:11 Meet 06:50    *****  To be Confirmed  
Sun 17 Jul 1.90m at 12:22  Meet 11:00  National Winter Count 
Sun 14 Aug 2.01m at 11:12 Meet 09:50 
Sun 11 Sep 2.11m at 10:06 Meet 08:45 
Sun 9 Oct 2.18m at 09:03 Meet 07:40 
Sun 6 Nov 2.20m at 08:00 Meet 06:40 
Sun 11 Dec 2.36m at 11:21 Meet 10:00 

Because of the ever-present worry of Covid please check to see what Government restrictions apply 
 

MEMBERSHIP/RENEWAL APPLICATION 

A reminder to members: please check to see if your renewal is due and please let the Treasurer know if you 
change your contact details. 
I / We wish to join / renew: (Single: $15; Family: $25; Student/Pensioner: $10) 
Title:….. First name: …………………………. Surname: …………………………………………. 
Address:…………………………………………………..  Membership: $…………… 
…………………………………….    Postcode:……….  Donation: $……………….. 
               Payment enclosed: $_________ 
Do you require a receipt?  Yes / No 
Phone: (Home) ……………………….. (Work) ………………………(Mobile)……………………… 
Email ……………………………………………………………………..……………………………….. 
 
How did you hear about QWSG?.................................................................................................... 
Are you a member of Birds Queensland? ................... 
What activities do you wish to participate in? (Please circle) 
WADER COUNTS, FIELD TRIPS, SCIENTIFIC DATA COLLECTION, SURVEYS, CLERICAL, 
OTHER (specify :………………………………………..……………………………………………….) 
 
You will receive your newsletter (colour version) by E-mail…………………………… 
 
Signature …………………………………………………. Date:……………………………………… 
 
Please email this form to: membership@waders.org.au 
Direct funds transfer to:  OR Please post this form to: QWSG Membership Secretary 
Qld Wader Study Group       PO Box 3138, 
BSB: 313 140 (Bank Australia)       SOUTH BRISBANE, 
Account number: 08305297      QLD 4101. 
 

 PLEASE CHECK TO SEE IF YOUR RENEWAL IS DUE! 

 

mailto:membership@waders.org.au

