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Port of Brisbane Count Results 2024 by Linda Cross

Over 2 decades of extensive counting has been conducted by the QWSG for the Port of Brisbane Pty Ltd (PBPL)
at the Port of Brisbane complex. As with previous years, the counts were conducted the day after the scheduled
monthly count set for the QWSG count programme.

The methodology for the counts has continued, as before, with numbers being listed under the appropriate habitat
the birds were observed using: dry open area, wet margin, broken ground and bund wall. The overall count for
the complex in 2024 was 65,953 waders, 9,577 terns/gulls and 6,401 waterbirds/raptors which do not include the
figures for the Visitors Centre Lake (19 waders, 16 terms/gulls and 6,850 waterbirds/raptors). However, these
figures of course are not the number of birds using the site at any one time, but the aggregate of the monthly
totals. Only 10 scheduled counts took place due to inclement weather and a re-scheduled January count was
completed in early February to gain figures for the National Summer count.

The following table provides the total migratory and resident waders recorded at the complex over the last 22
years. Note: These figures do not include the Visitors Centre Lake.

Jan Feb Mar Apr | May | Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec | Totals
2024 NC 9936/9183 | 8494 NC | 2252 | 1998 | 1984 | 2683 5192 4461 8934 | 10836 | 65953
2023 | 9564/11891 7965 7209 | 3420 | 1646 | 1820 | 1410 | 1989 3247 5812 9173 6134 | 71280
2022 7017 4069 6966 | 4274 | 1730 | 2228 | 1860 | 1372 2483 8235 5601 9096 | 54931
2021 6931 4628 8836 | 1421 | 2729 | NC | 2863 | NC 3494 10149 | 11123 | 8001 | 60175
2020 6082 4133 763 NC NC | 1021 | 908 783 4447 4222 6664 9061 | 38084
2019 8137 5641 5357 | 4108 | 1814 | 1458 | NC | 1358 | 2099/4908 | 5577 7599 9029 | 57085
2018 9969 4727 5899 | 4670 | 1825 | 864 | 1145 | 1110 4551 NC 8867 7626 | 51253
2017 8825 12479 7291 | 2000 | 2373 | 1392 | 2003 | 2179 4459 NC 8187 | 10697 | 61885
2016 5913 6386 6528 | 2793 | 4103 | NC | 1532 | 1356 4581 7544 8287 | 4911 | 53934
2015 9132 9233 14299 | 5618 | 3380 | 1737 | 2089 | 3352 7460 9994 9653 9953 | 85900
2014 8701 7673 6520 | 4809 | 1075 | 1022 | 1513 | 1839 7007 8145 7329 5567 | 61200
2013 NC 5897 7377 | 4312 | 4553 | 3989 | 2709 | 2934 4089 7793 7331 6506 | 57490
2012 6214 6676 6476 | 1335 | 1624 | NC | 1098 | 1267 2862 9461 | 10029 | 8389 | 55431
2011 NC 10173 NC 8108 | 2112 | 1552 | 1236 | 1488 2004 5430 8738 NC 40841
2010 7345 7099 6709 | 2864 | 1256 | 2145 | 1648 | 2568 5205 6942 5904 NC 49685
2009 10072 13243 7192 | 2293 | NC | 1200 | 1245 | 2439 4372 6478 6182 8003 | 62719
2008 5179 8935 4394 | 4204 | 2202 | 2793 | 2700 | 2724 5468 4069 6617 8286 | 57571
2007 8853 5264 8307 | 1120 | 1989 | 1543 | 1752 | 1629 3885 7609 6165 5664 | 53780
2006 12323 10573 7055 | 4230 | 2142 | 1969 | 2250 | 2635 5296 8051 8995 7514 | 73033
2005 4751 5609 3572 | 3317 | 2162 | 3034 | 2436 | 2096 3790 6173 6745 7731 | 51416
2004 11650 4528 7398 | 1607 | 2416 | 1617 | 1328 | 2410 2974 6026 5976 8194 | 56124
2003 7445 6922 6126 | 4021 | 2286 | 2107 | 2041 | 1720 4466 4118 8054 7996 | 57302

The following table provides the numbers for migratory and resident waders, terns, waterbirds and raptors for
the complex and Visitors Centre Lake each month for 2024.

2024 Month Port Port Port Lake Lake Lake Totals
Waders Terns/Gulls Waterbirds/ Waders Terns/Gulls Waterbirds/
Raptors Raptors

January NC NC NC NC NC NC NC
February (9) 9936 1369 211 4 0 107 11627
February (25) 9183 1038 178 0 0 143 10542
March 8494 1223 226 0 0 185 10128
April NC NC NC NC NC NC NC
May 2252 599 375 0 0 395 3621
June 1998 344 815 5 16 797 3975
July 1984 167 421 0 0 933 3505
August 2683 396 2909 1 0 940 6929
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September 5192 632 328 0 0 1201 7353
October 4461 1740 384 8 0 994 7587
November 8934 700 334 1 0 831 10800
December 10836 1369 219 0 0 324 12748
Totals 65953 9577 6400 19 16 6850 88815

R3 — Wader numbers were lower this year compared to 2023, but the site still produced the highest wader count
within the complex for 5 months, and the second highest for 1 month, of the year. In total wader numbers, the
site was the third productive within the complex. The highest wader count was in November with 4,993 recorded,
which was 56% of the total wader count. A favoured site for Curlew Sandpiper, recorded 10 months of the year
and producing high counts of 884 in September, 873 in October and increasing to a record number of 3,141 in
November. Interesting counts for other species include 183 Pied Oystercatcher, 8 Grey Plover, 67 Ruddy
Turnstone and 225 Great Knot in February, 8 Black-fronted Dotterel in May, 26 Red-necked Avocet in June, 441
Sharp-tailed Sandpiper in September, 77 Far Eastern Curlew, 431 Sharp-tailed Sandpiper and 1,198 Red-necked
Stint in November, 14 Grey Plover, 537 Bar-tailed Godwit, 430 Great Knot and 7 Broad-billed Sandpiper (the only
record for this species for the year) in December. This was the only site recording Double-banded Plover with 16
in May, 34 in June, 29 in July and 3 in August. The most productive site within the Port complex for terns and
gulls, which continue to favour this pond with the highest counts for 7 months, and the second highest count for
2 months of the year.

C3 — Once again, just pipping Lytton Claypan No 1 to the top position and with a slight increase in wader numbers,
this site recorded the highest total waders counted for the year. However, it only produced the highest count for
2 months (January and February) and the second highest count for 4 other months of the year. January was the
highest count for the whole of the year with 5,299 waders recorded, being 53% of the total wader count within the
complex. The site was still favoured by Pacific Golden Plover, but they were only recorded during 4 months of
the year, which included 329 in February, 283 in March, 98 in September and 315 in October. Red-necked Stint
were recorded for 10 months of the year with high totals of 1,705 in February, 696 in March, 517 in May, 393 in
September, 433 in October and 1,550 in December. High counts for other species include 1,340 Siberian Sand
Plover, 247 Sharp-tailed Sandpiper and 1,870 Curlew Sandpiper in February, 734 Grey-tailed Tattler and 480
Siberian Sand Plover in March, 86 Red-capped Plover in August, 400 Siberian Sand Plover and 39 Greater Sand
Plover in October, 380 Siberian Sand Plover, 235 Sharp-tailed Sandpiper and 960 Curlew Sandpiper in
December.

C4 — With the exception of PLDE (Lucinda Drive drain east) this site once again recorded the lowest wader
numbers within the complex for 2024. There was a drop in wader numbers of 90% compared to 2023 with the
highest count being 81 birds in December, and the combined total of counts being just 165 birds for the whole
year. Low numbers for terns/gulls/waterbirds and raptors were recorded using the pond.

BS2 - This pond was filled by the end of 2023 for construction and removed from the counts.

BS3 — A 100% increase in wader numbers at this site for the year, but this was only due to 2,013 birds being
recorded in December, which included high counts of 651 Pacific Golden Plover, 803 Siberian Sand Plover, 380
Curlew Sandpiper and 153 Red-necked Stint. Most other counts were less than 100 birds and only 2 other counts
with a few hundred birds. The only other notable count was 95 Red-capped Plover in May.

BS4 — Wader numbers halved at this site in 2024 with less than 100 birds counted in all but one month (February).
The 9 February count totalled 1,277 waders, of which, 1,272 were Grey-tailed Tattler and the 25 February count
was 799 waders, of which, 775 were again Grey-tailed Tattler. In June, the site recorded 28 Red-necked Avocet,
which was the highest count for this species for the whole of the year.

FPE Outer — This large (predominately water) site within the complex saw a slight increase in the number of
waders using it but most months they were recorded in very low numbers. Pied Oystercatcher was recorded for
9 months of the year but in much lower numbers with the highest count being 117 in March and the only 3 Sooty
Oystercatcher records came from this site with 2 in February, 3 in March and 2 in June. Favouring the rock walls,
Grey-tailed Tattlers were recorded 5 months of the year, and like the oystercatchers, in much lower numbers with
the highest counts of 363 in September, 280 in November and 603 in December. Other counts of interest include
135 Pacific Golden Plover and 30 Ruddy Turnstone in November and 3 Terek Sandpiper in December. The
highest counts for terns/gulls were recorded in May and June and the highest waterbirds/ raptors count for the
year was recorded in August.

PLDE (Lucinda Drive drain east) — This drainage section is not suitable wader habitat and recorded a single wader
(1 Masked Lapwing) in October. Several species of waterbirds/raptors (8) were also recorded during the year but
mostly in single digits.

PBAR (Artificial Roost) — There was a significant decline (60%) in total wader numbers for this site compared to
2023 with just 2 counts in triple digits (142 in October and 170 in November).
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Pied Stilt was the most common species using this site with the highest count being 80 in November. Other wader
counts of interest include 2 Black-fronted Dotterel in August, 3 Red-necked Avocet in September and 18 Red Knot
in October. The site recorded the second highest waterbirds/raptors count for 8 months of the year.

FICP (Claypan) — The site-maintained wader numbers very close to the 2023 figures and continued to record a
variety of species. However, all counts were in the low hundreds except for February when 1,627 waders were
recorded, which included 101 Pied Stilt, 95 Eurasian Whimbrel, 148 Far Eastern Curlew, 460 Sharp-tailed
Sandpiper, 261 Curlew Sandpiper and 533 Red-necked Stint. As in 2023, Eurasian Whimbrel and Far Eastern
Curlew preferred another site and the only counts of significance for this claypan was the 95 Eurasian Whimbrel
recorded in February and 254 Far Eastern Curlew in November.

LYN1 (Lytton No. 1 Claypan) — Although this large claypan only recorded the highest count for 4 months and
second highest for 5 months of the year, the overall wader numbers recorded (marginally less than C3) made this
the second most productive site. A variety of waders favour this site and were recorded most months. A few
species were recorded every month which include the following birds. Pied Stilt with high counts of 309 in
February, 248 in May, 300 in June, 219 in July, and 107 in December. Eurasian Whimbrel with counts of 140 in
March, 189 in November and 140 in December. Far Eastern Curlew with 192 in February, 118 in March, 144 in
July, 111 in August, 198 in September. 285 in October, 135 in November and 302 in December. The last species
recorded every month was the Bar-tailed Godwit with counts of 1,246 in February, 2,410 in March, 418 in August,
1,211 in September, 1,456 in November and 1,830 in December. The less common Black-tailed Godwit was
recorded 6 months of the year (in low numbers) and only at this site with 34 in February, 4 in March, 2 in August,
38 in September, 4 in November and 32 in December. Other counts of interest include 5 Marsh Sandpiper in
February, 7 Common Greenshank and 710 Curlew Sandpiper in March, 16 Black-fronted Dotterel in July,168 Red
Knot in September, 122 Great Knot and 310 Sharp-tailed Sandpiper in November and 406 Curlew Sandpiper, 9
Marsh Sandpiper and 239 Sharp-tailed Sandpiper in December.

FIVC (Visitors Centre Lake) — Only 2 wader species (Pied Stilt and Masked Lapwing) were recorded during the
2024 counts. Pied Stilt numbers were 8 in October and 1 in November while Masked Lapwing numbers were 4
in February, 5 in June and 1 in August. As would be expected, the site recorded the most waterbirds/raptors
species every month except for August. The monthly aggregate was 6,850 birds, which was less than half the
number for the previous year and the highest count for the year was 1,201 birds in September. Breeding records
for the year include Black Swan, Dusky Moorhen and Australasian Grebe. During the June and July counts, most
unusually a Eurasian Coot was observed on a nest with eggs. High counts for species, breeding records and
other interesting sightings for this site appear further down in this article.

Leg flag sightings:
Only 2 birds (same number as last year) were seen with engraved green leg flags (flagged Moreton Bay) during
the counts for 2024. One was a Curlew Sandpiper (ELF unable to be read) seen in May and the other was a Pied
Stilt (ELF unable to be read in June and August) and probably the same bird with engraved leg flag ‘FKU’ seen in
September and October in the Artificial Roost. Three other leg-flagged and banded birds were seen within the
complex during the 2024 counts as follows:
September Orange flag (too distant to tell if ELF) on a Bar-tailed Godwit (flagged Victoria)
September Orange flag (too distant to tell if ELF) on a Red Knot (flagged Victoria)

Breeding records:

Pied Oystercatcher: 2 adults with 1 juvenile in B4 in October

Pied Stilt: 2 adults with 3 chicks and 2 more adults attacking counter, so possible nest or young close by in the
Artificial Roost in February. One chick and 1 juvenile in Lytton Claypan No 1 in March. One bird
possibly nesting in August in the Artificial Roost. Three birds sitting on the island (possibly nesting) in
the Artificial Roost in September. Two adults (one with green flag ‘FKU’) with 1 chick in the Artificial
Roost in October. Two runners and 1 large chick in the Artificial Roost in November.

Red-capped Plover:1 runner in R3 in May. One chick in B3 in August.

Other interesting sightings (not waders) during the counts were:

February 9t: 650 Silver Gull, 120 Greater Crested Tern and 172 Little Tern in R3 — 193 Little Tern in C3

February 25%: 540 Silver Gull, 58 Australian Tern and 168 Little Tern in R3 — 213 Little Tern in C3 — 1 Buff-
banded Rail at the Lake

March: 740 Silver Gull, 48 Caspian Tern and 148 Little Tern in R3 — 126 Silver Gull in the Outer FPE - 110
Silver Gull in R3 — 1 Nankeen Kestrel in B3 — 357 Greater Crested Tern in the Outer FPE — 81 Royal
Spoonbill at the Lake

June: 1 Brown Goshawk in R3 — 91 Grey Teal (unusual in the reclamation area) in C4 — 117 Greater Crested
Tern and 311 Little Black Cormorant in the Outer FPE — 97 Australian Tern in the Claypan — 74 Magpie
Goose and 91 Australian White Ibis at the Lake.
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July: 1 Brown Goshawk in Lytton Claypan No 1 — 84 Black Swan, 203 Pacific Black Duck, 103 Hardhead, 79
Dusky Moorhen, 82 Little Pied Cormorant, 103 Royal Spoonbill and 1 Striated Heron at the Lake
August: 1 Lesser Crested Tern in R3 — 1 Pacific Reef Heron in C4 — 2,602 Little Black Cormorant in the Outer
FPE — 1 Australian Shoveler (female) in the Artificial Roost — 16 White-faced Heron in the Claypan —
131 Hardhead, 290 Little Black Cormorant, 79 Australian White Ibis and 79 Royal Spoonbill at the Lake

September: 165 Silver Gull, 214 Little Tern and 1 Australian Hobby in R3 — 320 Magpie Goose, 114 Black
Swan, 209 Pacific Black Duck, 131 Hardhead, 82 Dusky Moorhen, 85 Eurasian Coot and 88 Royal
Spoonbill at the Lake

October: 179 Silver Gull, 1,418 Little Tern and 9 Whiskered Tern in R3 — 104 Chestnut Teal (a large number for
the reclamation area) in B4 — 1 Pacific Reef Heron in the Outer FPE — 82 Chestnut Teal and 1 Pacific
Reef Heron in the Artificial Roost — 205 Magpie Goose, 89 Black Swan (including 1 with Red band
‘DNL’ -flagged Queensland) 162 Hardhead, 1 Mallard (Domestic), 98 Dusky Moorhen, 89 Eurasian Coot
and 87 Royal Spoonbill at the Lake

November: 127 Silver Gull and 72 Australian Tern in R3 — 92 Grey Teal in B3 — 359 Silver Gull in Lytton
Claypan No. 1 — 146 Magpie Goose, 78 Dusky Moorhen, 101 Eurasian Coot, 116 Little Pied Cormorant,
2 Great Cormorant and 71 Royal Spoonbill at the Lake

December: 245 Silver Gull, 615 Little Tern and 8 Common Tern in R3 — 1 Pacific Reef Heron in the Outer FPE —
1 Short-tailed Shearwater in the Artificial Roost — 349 Silver Gull and 1 Whiskered Tern in Lytton
Claypan No 1.

QWSG would like to sincerely thank the PBPL for their ongoing support to the group and supplying their staff and
vehicles during the counts. Michael Linde, Environment Manager, Penelope Webster, Environment Advisor,
Michael Whitty, Environment Advisor and Jaimie Roberts, Environment Advisor shared the role in looking after
our welfare and needs during the counts.

We must also sincerely thank the following committed regular counters and other members for helping us obtain
the results for the PBPL and QWSG database in 2024. Without people like these this would not have been
possible. My apologies if | have omitted anyone from the list.

Mick Barker, Pauline Bourke, Anne Buchanan, Robert Bush, Rae Clark, Ken Cowell, Linda Cross, Phil Cross,
Detlef Davies, Leonie Davies, Peter Davies, Lindsay Delzoppo, David Edwards, Nikolas Haass, Ofalia Ho, Andy
Jensen, Gary Kane, Arthur Keates, Sheryl Keates, Yee Lai, Penn Lloyd, Keegan Miskimmin, Richard Ravell,
Patrick Reed, Peter Rothlisberg, Genevieve Starkey, David Stewart, Carolyn Sydes, Colin Trainor, Floss
Wainwright and Melissa Whitby.

Peter Rothlisberg has stepped down from coordinating the counters for the monthly Port counts and | would like
to sincerely thank him for his dedication to this role, reducing my workload for many years.

The contract with PBPL continues throughout 2025, and we will continue monitoring shorebirds within the complex
with the same intensity. Although we have recruited a few new younger members to help spread the workload,
we welcome all QWSG and BQ members to join us (particularly during the spring and summer months). As the
PBPL insurance only covers their employees you will need to be either a QWSG or BQ member to attend these
counts, so their liability insurance will cover you. Please also note that these counts are not recreational outings,
but we are always looking for committed counters to join our team. The dates and meeting times for the counts
are listed at the back of this newsletter. If you would like to participate, please contact me below.

Linda Cross email: xenus69@bigpond.com Home: 5495 2758 Mobile: 0490 080 340

by Arthur Keates

In issue 104 of Queensland Wader (Jun - Aug 2018), | reported on the sightings and movements of the resident
Pied Oystercatcher (Haematopus longirostris) banded and fitted with a green engraved leg flag by QWSG'’s
banding team.

In November 2023, when doing a shorebird count on St Helena Is with QWSG member Anne Buchanan, we
observed a Pied Oystercatcher fitted with an engraved yellow flag C4 indicating it had been banded in NSW. The
observation prompted me to look into other records for this individual and more generally the movement of birds
between SEQ and coastal northern NSW, particularly those fitted with an engraved green or yellow flag.
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Photograph of Pied Oystercatcher C4 taken by Anne Buchanan at St Helena Is on 7 Nov 2023

While Pied Oystercatcher are not migratory, birds banded in Vic have been recorded moving along the Victorian
coast up to 470 km and across Bass Strait, between Vic and Tas (Higgins and Davies 1993).

QWSG'’s database has about 300 records of observations in Queensland of engraved yellow flags fitted to almost
50 individuals. All of the observations have been in SEQ and all in the Moreton Bay area except for 2 individuals
observed in the Great Sandy Strait, one on the eastern beach on K’gari and one on the southern Gold Coast.

Of these records of yellow flags in SEQ, just over 100 relate to only 2 individuals, C4 (50 observations in almost
every year since 2007, the last on 9 Oct 2024) and K3 (54 observations, the latest on 25 February 2025). Not
only are these birds the most recorded but also, from the information available, they were the oldest when last
observed. C4 was banded as a nestling at Bundjalung NP, NSW on 11 Dec 2006 and so would have been 17
years old. K3, also banded as a nestling, at Yuraygir NP, NSW on 30 Dec 2008, would also have been 17 years
old.

Turning now to engraved green flags, the database shows just over 30 records for 8 individuals having been
observed in coastal northern NSW, at Ballina, lluka, Lennox Head, the Richmond River estuary and Woody Head.
Two of those birds were observed only once each, over 10 years ago. Another more recently banded bird, ALE,
was seen 7 times in SEQ from Aug 2020 to Apr 2021 and since then has been observed twice in NSW in Oct
2021 (at lluka) and Apr 2022 (at Ballina).

The most recorded individuals, A6 (a female) and A8 (a male) were both banded, aged 2- and 2+ respectively, at
Manly Boat Harbour, SEQ on 11 Sep 2008. Between Oct 2010 and May 2011, A6 was observed 8 times in SEQ
before the first observation in NSW at lluka in Oct 2011. Since that first observation in NSW, A6 has been
observed 14 times, the last on 4 Sep 2023. The observation history for A8 is similar, being observed 10 times in
SEQ between Oct 2010 and Nov 2011 before the first observation in NSW, at Ballina in Oct 2013. Since that
date, A8 has been observed 10 times, the last on 3 Dec 2024. At the last observation, both A6 and A8 would
have been >17 years old.

Accordingly, the data obtained from the observations of engraved yellow and green flags confirms the well-known
fact that Pied Oystercatcher are long lived. The data also shows movement of birds along the east coast of SEQ
and northern NSW. In particular, the initial movement of yellow flagged C4 to Dunwich, North Stradbroke Is
(Minjerribah), SEQ, from the banding site is a distance of 185 km while yellow flagged K3 covered a distance of
325 km from the banding site to Toorbul where it was first observed in SEQ.
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No breeding data has been reported for any of these birds fitted with a yellow or green flag. However, both yellow
flagged C4 and K3 have been observed on St Helena Is, a known breeding site for Pied Oystercatcher, in Jul-
Aug at the start of the breeding season in SEQ (pers. obs).

It is interesting to note that 8 of the last 9 observations of C4 since Jul 2021 have been on St Helena Is, leading
one to speculate it has bred on the island, consistent with the fact that breeding adults often remain near their
breeding territories for much of their lives (Newman and Woehler 2017). Further, after being observed on St
Helena Is in Aug 2016, the last 16 observations of K3 have all been in summer or early autumn at Wynnum and
Manly, less than an 8 km flight from the island. Regardless of their breeding status in SEQ, the data indicate C4
and K3 show fidelity to Moreton Bay.

On the other hand, Pied Oystercatcher fitted with yellow flag A2, was first observed at Dunwich, North Stradbroke
Is (Minjerribah) just over a year after banding as a nestling at Belongil Creek, Byron Bay on 1 Oct 2006. After 11
more observations at Dunwich, the last on 7 Jul 2008, A2 was observed at Ballina on 26 Nov 2008. Since then,
A2 has not wandered far, most of the 32 observations (in all months except Oct) have been between Ballina and
Evans Head. A2’s flight of 125 km to SEQ and subsequent southern movement appears to be more than a
seasonal dispersal. Perhaps it is reasonable to postulate it failed to establish a breeding territory after its move
to SEQ explaining its return to coastal NSW. At the last observation on 16 Mar 2022, A2 would have been >15
years old; again, the data confirming the long life of Pied Oystercatcher.

| thank those who report their observations of leg flags and the Australian Bird and Bat Banding Scheme for the
observation data (supplied November 2023).

References:
Higgins, P.J., & S.J.J.F. Davies. (Eds) 1993: Handbook of Australian, New Zealand & Antarctic Birds.Volume 2:
Raptors to Lapwings. Oxford University Press, Melbourne.

M. Newman and EJ Woehler 2017. Tracking Extreme Longevity in the Australian Pied Oystercatcher Stilt 71:
(2017): 9-13

BirdLife - 18 March 2025

Cover picture by Wildlife World/Shutterstock
After 40 years of dedicated conservation efforts, the Stone-curlew is making a remarkable return to the UK.
The Stone-curlew, a shy and peculiar looking sandy-brown bird, was once a common sight in England during the

spring and summer months. However, by 1985, its population had plummeted, with only 150 breeding pairs
remaining.
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The decline of this species was primarily driven by habitat loss. Stone-curlews typically nest in dry, well-drained
soils, such as chalk grasslands, sandy heaths, and most importantly, farmland, where they find an abundant
supply of insects to eat.

As traditional grasslands and heathland disappeared, Stone-curlews were forced to nest on cultivated land, where
their eggs and chicks faced significant threats from intensified farming practices and pesticides.

40 years ago, RSPB, our UK Partner, launched two conservation initiatives in partnership with Natural England
and with government support. These initiatives focused on creating special nesting plots within farmland, ensuring
eggs and chicks could remain undisturbed and protected.

Today, 207 farms and landowners across southern and eastern England are part of this initiative, providing around
305 nesting plots monitored by RSPB volunteers. Additionally, hundreds of hectares of grass heathland have
been restored or created in collaboration with various partners, re-establishing ideal breeding conditions for the
species.

The results have been extraordinary. Thanks to the tireless work of volunteers, conservationists, and committed
farmers, the number of breeding pairs in southern England has surged from around 30 in 1985 to approximately
120 pairs today. In 2024, an impressive 70% of all confirmed breeding attempts in southern England took place
on specially created nesting plots funded through government agri-environment schemes. Similarly, in eastern
England, the population has grown from fewer than 100 breeding pairs in 1985 to 226 in 2024.

The outstanding recovery of the Stone-curlew is a testament to what can be achieved when conservation groups,
farmers, and governments work together. With well-designed agri-environment schemes wildlife can thrive
alongside sustainable farming. To ensure this success continues, the RSPB has launched a petition calling on
the UK Government to guarantee long-term support for farmers who help protect nature. By empowering them
to protect wildlife, combat climate change, and ensure sustainable food production, we can create a future where
both people and nature flourish.

This article was originally published by RSBP.

Professor Hugh Possingham FRS
Hugh Possingham is a Research Professor at The University of Queensland. He was previously the Chief
Scientist of Queensland, and the Chief Scientist of The Nature Conservancy (globally).

=r B

Hugh Possingham has championed mathematical modelling and decision science thinking in the field of
conservation. He and his group solved challenging problems in nature conservation: where to place protected
areas, how to allocate funds between threatened species, when is monitoring worthwhile, the balance between
managing and learning, and whether we should invest in habitat restoration or protection. He led the development
of the spatial planning software, Marxan, which assisted the expansion of the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park,
and has since been used to develop protected area systems in over 100 countries.

7



Queensland Wader — Issue 132 June, July, August 2025

Current roles include: Vice President of BirdLife Australia, Chief Scientist of Accounting for Nature, and Co-Chair
of The Biodiversity Council.

QWSG is delighted to announce that Professor Hugh Possingham has been elected as a Fellow of the Royal
Society for his exceptional contribution to science.

Hugh joins a select group of just 90 outstanding researchers worldwide who have been elected in 2025 to the
Fellowship of the Royal Society, the UK’s national academy of science and the oldest scientific society in the
world.

Only four other Australians were honoured this year by the Royal Society, including Professor Bill Laurance of
James Cook University.

Hugh'’s Fellowship of the Royal Society tops off his many other accolades, including being a Fellow of the
Australian Academy of Science and its US equivalent. He is one of just a handful of UQ researchers ever to
receive a Fellowship of the Royal Society.

Please join us in warmly congratulating Hugh on this hugely deserved honour! News is coming about where and
when you will have the opportunity to celebrate with Hugh.

By Danielle Maher, ABC Gold Coast
Tuesday 29{Apri|

Queensland Tourism's latest campaign features an -bik rider on a popular Gold Coast beach. (Supplied:
Tourism and Events Queensland)

In short:

A promotional clip featuring an e-bike rider on a Gold Coast beach has been used in the Queensland government's
latest pitch to attract tourists.

However, the state's cycling body says it sends the wrong message as e-bikes pose a safety risk to other
beachgoers.

What's next?
The Gold Coast City Council says while the activity is not illegal, it will review local laws on the use of e-bikes on
beaches.

The Queensland government has been criticised for promoting the use of e-bikes on the state's beaches in its
latest tourism campaign. The one-minute clip, designed to attract tourists to the state, shows a man riding an e-
bike on the sand at a Surfers Paradise beach on the Gold Coast.

It has prompted the local council to consider introducing laws around the use of electric vehicles along its 50-
kilometre coastline. Bicycle Queensland has also expressed safety concerns for other beachgoers.
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Alton Twine, Bicycle Queensland CEO and former City of Gold Coast transport director, said "e-bikes in particular
don't belong on the sand".

"The beach is there to be enjoyed by people recreating, lying on the sand, going for a swim, going for a surf, not
to be riding a bike or any other vehicle up and down the beach itself," he said.
The government's new tourism brand "That Holiday Feeling" was launched on Sunday.

Mr Twine said Bicycle Queensland would support the campaign if the scene was pulled from its ads. "One of the
unintended consequences might be that people might look at that and then think that it's okay to ride their bike on
the beach," he said. "We would support if they wanted to re-edit it and put it up on a bikeway — you can still show
that people are happy and enjoying the tremendous environment that we have in places like Surfers Paradise."

Tourism minister backs campaign
However, Tourism Minister Andrew Powell has defended the campaign.
"People complaining about a production clearly need a holiday," he said in a statement to the ABC on Tuesday.

Queensland Tourism's last campaign, which centred around the popular animated series Bluey about a family of
blue heelers, cost about $9.2 million. Mr Powell said the cost of this year's campaign was yet to be determined.
"The exciting thing about this brand is that it's not just one campaign, this is multiple campaigns, this could go four
or five years ... until we know how long it plays out, | haven't got a number for you," he said.

No laws breached

In Queensland, electric bikes can be used on roads and footpaths and there are no state laws prohibiting people
from riding them on beaches. With local councils responsible for governing beaches within their jurisdiction, acting
Gold Coast Mayor Mark Hammel said the council would now review its local laws around the use of e-bikes in
that environment.

"It's great to see the Gold Coast featured in the ad — | understand cycling on the beach isn't in breach of any by-
laws," Cr Hammel said. "As part of the local law review, we will look at e-bikes on the beach."

A City of Gold Coast council spokesperson urged beachgoers to behave safely and respect others at all times.
"Safety is our number-one priority. Electric bikes are required to be ridden in accordance with the Queensland
government rules," the spokesperson said.

"lllegal behaviour may be reported to police."

Birdlife - 28 May 2025
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When birds migrate, they tell us about the state of our planet. Unbound by national or continental borders,
migratory birds cross a wide range of landscapes. Can protecting birds across borders inspire us to restore nature
across borders too? Moroccan ornithologist Asmaa Ouassou and Belgian conservationist Frank Descheemaeker
explore this question.

Asmaa and Frank work with BirdLife to protect avocets in both Morocco and Belgium. Asmaa is part of GREPOM,
BirdLife’s Partner in Morocco and Frank represents Mergus, the bird working group of Natuurpunt (BirdLife’s
Partner in Flanders, Belgium). With the motto “protect a bird and you protect all life”, BirdLife works with 123 local
Partner organisations globally to protect birds, their habitats, and the nature they depend on.

What makes the avocet so special?

Frank: “It's no coincidence that the avocet features in logos of several bird organisations. With its curved bill and
unique foraging behaviour, it's an easily recognisable species that represents coastal migration and coastal nature
more broadly.”

Asmaa: “Our bird counters love spotting the avocet. Its graceful appearance and charming behaviour are
perfectly captured in its French name: I'Avocette élégante. Its presence is crucial for biodiversity, as avocets help
regulate populations of aquatic invertebrates, keeping the food chain in balance.”

How do avocets migrate between Morocco and Northwestern Europe?

Asmaa: “During migration, avocets rely on a network of crucial wetlands along the Atlantic coast. They favour
habitats like mudflats, sandy shores, and estuaries. Morocco serves as a major wintering ground, especially in
places like Merja Zerga that teem with invertebrates. In this area alone, we sometimes record more than 20,000
individuals. Before reaching their breeding grounds in northwestern Europe, avocets stop in wetlands across
Spain, Portugal, and France to feed and rest. Their route depends on food availability, suitable resting areas, and
climate conditions.”

What are the biggest challenges in protecting the avocet?

Asmaa: “The greatest threats are the loss of wetlands due to urbanisation, intensive agriculture, and pollution.
Climate change also affects migration routes and food availability. Additionally, growing human activity in both
breeding and wintering areas increases disturbance, leading to less successful breeding.

Frank: “About five years ago, we occasionally encountered an egg collector from the UK along our coast. Since
then, the avocet has become very rare in those spots. Fortunately, in Belgium, most avocets breed in protected
areas, so human disturbance is minimal. However, the 10% nesting in in low-lying areas along canals and
agricultural zones face increasing challenges. Pollution isn’t a major issue yet, nor is sea level rise — so far, we
manage water levels well.”

How are these water levels managed?

Frank: “We rely on other Natuurpunt departments: the Agency for Nature and Forests and the Flemish Land
Agency. They oversee four key breeding sites: the Zwin in Knokke, Kwetshage in Varsenare, the Uitkerkse Polder
in Blankenberge and the municipality of Oudenburg. Using solar-powered pumps and other tools, they maintain
optimal water levels. They also keep vegetation low and create breeding islands to keep foxes from preying on
nesting birds.

““Morocco is a key wintering site for the avocet with over 20,0000 individuals gathering
in the Merja Zerga lagoon alone.“

What measures does GREPOM take to protect the avocet?
Asmaa: “We focus on four main areas:

e Monitoring: We've tracked wintering bird populations since 1983, building a database with the University
of Rabat’s Scientific Institute and the Ministry of Water and Forest Management. This helps us spot major
trends and target conservation efforts effectively.

e Awareness-raising: We work with local communities to highlight the importance of wetlands.

¢ International collaboration: We partner with organisations like Tour du Valat and Wetlands International
through networks like the Mediterranean Wetlands Alliance and the Mediterranean Waterbird Network.

o Habitat restoration: We actively protect and restore avocet habitats through direct conservation projects,
advocacy, and support for the Ramsar Convention, which identifies globally important wetlands for
protection.
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Frank: “For 40 years, Mergus has included the avocet in its regular bird counts. We too try to share our data with
institutions like the Institute for Nature and Forest Research in Brussels. These counts form the basis for
conservation measures. Thanks to the Avimap monitoring project, we can map breeding sites so precisely that
land managers can locate every nesting pair in Belgium.”

Picture by Lars Soerink | Vilda

What do the counts reveal about the avocet’s breeding success?
Frank: “In recent years, avocet numbers have remained stable. While other meadow birds like lapwings, Black-
tailed Godwits, and the Redshanks are declining, the avocet is holding its ground, and even increasing slightly.

Its a bird that adapts easily. It forages in brackish, saline, and freshwater habitats, and its long legs and
specialised bill allow it to cope with fluctuating water levels. The islets we've created have proven especially
beneficial — not just for avocets but for terns, ducks, and other waders too — as food supplies improve. And, unlike
the terns, the avocet has so far been spared from bird flu.”

Asmaa: “Sounds familiar. In Morocco, the avocet is also a symbol of wetland resilience”

What more needs to be done to maintain this success?

Asmaa: “If | could, I'd strengthen wetland protections, both along the coast and further inland, and create buffer
zones to reduce human disturbance. We also need stricter laws. On top of that, | would raise public awareness
in Belgium about how to enjoy outdoor activities without disturbing avocets. From our experience in Morocco,
collaboration is key. Scientists, birdwatchers, government agencies, and local communities have worked together
for years to protect birds.

We’ve managed to educate children early, build a culture of cooperation, and find ways to balance human needs
with biodiversity. What'’s that Belgian saying expression? ‘L’union fait la force’ — unity is strength.”

Frank: “Totally agree. Monitoring is rewarding, but Mergus is also a social group people learn from one another.
20 years ago, it was quite a challenge to get all stakeholders on board. Today, that's changed. We now
collaborate with the Port Authority of Zeebrugge, farmers, and even regional agricultural bodies. As long as we
don’t flood their land unnecessarily, farmers are usually happy to manage water levels in bird-friendly ways. It
helps that we've been counting swallows at their farms for 20 years, and the city of Bruges gives small subsidies
for every swallow nest — another great partnership.”
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Asmaa: “Collaboration is everything. And wouldn’t it be great to strengthen that across borders too? Protecting
migratory birds like the avocet depends on coordinated efforts between countries. We need to align Belgium’s
and Morocco’s strategies with international conservation frameworks. Beyond our local successes, these cross-
border partnerships are what keep us motivated at GREPOM. Every wetland restored, every population
stabilised, every new partner we bring into the fold gives us hope — especially in the face of global challenges
like the climate crisis.”

“From our experience in Morocco, collaboration is key. Scientists, birdwatchers,
government agencies, and local communities have worked together for years to
protect birds.”

By Chris Hassell, Katheirne Leung, and Yang Liu.

Let’s start with some thanks to people for making the 18th year of GFN scanning at Nanpu happen. As usual,
Beijing Normal University via Prof. Zhengwang Zhang and Dr Weipan Lei for support and administrative work to
enable our presence at Nanpu. Wetlands International’s Flyway Bottleneck Yellow Sea Project for their financial
support. Our colleagues Yang Liu and Junfeng Liu for help with organising the accommodation and local
logistics and Yang Liu is part of our 3-person scanning team.

The first impressions we have is that ‘things are the same’. Of course, there are some small differences but
what we have seen so far, in our first days, is that not too much has changed. And that is a good thing for the
birds.

We recorded the highest bird numbers on the Nanpu mudflat late yesterday evening, to coincide with World
Migratory Birds Day. We watched the spectacle of around 40,000 birds sweeping over the wall from the ponds,
mostly in three huge flocks over about 15 minutes. When we roughly counted the birds on the mud there were
50,500. A considerable increase from the previous days. As ever it is difficult to pin down if this is a huge
sudden increase, although that is perfectly likely, or because we were at the seawall in the evening when we are
usually there very early in the morning. In the mornings the birds have been coming to the mud steadily over an
hour or more, not like the spectacular se ng yesterday evening. Possibly half the birds were Red Knots.

Scanning has been reasonably successful with marked shorebirds recorded from 19 ringing locations already,
but we have only had 5 days of suitable des so far. We will soon be back to the ideal situation for scanning
early next week. This is a high de between 3 and 5 AM and we can start scanning in the perfect early morning
light when the birds land close to the seawall and we then walk and drive the 7 km long seawall and follow the
birds along. Some birds seem to favour following the de directly out and others follow the tide ‘along’ the
seawall. It is impractical to follow the birds on the mudflats out to the de edge and all our energy goes in to
scanning the birds that move north west so we can stay on the seawall.

Now that Yang Liu is part of our scanning team it is very efficient on the seawall. He knows when to stop for the
birds and at what distance. And if he is scanning, we will drive the van so the three of us are constantly ‘rolling’
along the wall.

In the ponds, some species are already on eggs, Pied Avocet, Black-winged Stilt, Kentish Plover, Common and
Little Terns. Gull-billed Terns probably are too but we have yet to see any nests.

The ponds are mostly relatively deep as has been the case for many years. But some channels that ferry water
between different ponds have good numbers of Spotted Redshank, Marsh Sandpipers, and Curlew Sandpipers.
We have only found one pond so far that holds good numbers. We had 8,113 birds in a pond made up of
shorebirds, terns, ducks, and a few gulls on May 10 2025. The pond adjacent to it, on the evening of May 16,
2013, when it was shallow, had 96,000 birds in it!

That pond has since been bisected by a 6-lane highway.

SPECIES SCIENTIFIC NAME ESTIMATE | COUNT
Curlew Sandpiper Calidris feruginea 61891
Red-necked Stint Calidris ruficolois 20587
Sharp-tailed Sandpiper Calidris acuminata 4196
Marsh Sandpiper Tringa Stagnatilis 1478
Dunlin Calidris alpina 1196
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Red Knot Calidris canutus 511
Sanderling Calidris alba 163
Common Redshank Tringa tetanus 130
Lesser Sand Plover Charadrius mongolus 141
Kentish Plover Charadrius Alexandria 98
Little Stint Calidris minuta 43
Broad-billled Sandpiper Limicola falcinellus 22
Common Greenshank Tringa nebularia 11
Asian Dowitcher Limnodromus semipalmatus 11
Ruff Philomachus pugnax 11
Terek Sandpiper Xenus cinerus 11

SUB-TOTAL 90500

Black-tailed Godwit Limosa limosa 3200
White-winged Black Tern | Chlidonias leucopterus 1226
Spotted Redshank Tringa erythopus 660
Pied Avocet Recurvirostra avosetta 239
Black-winged Stilt Himantopus Himantopus 8
SUB-TOTAL 5333
GRAND TOTAL 95833

And as you all know when we are not bidding for work, we do some birding for fun. Unfortunately, some of the
places we used to bird regularly are now not open to us. But Caofei Lake is open and we bird there. ltis a large
artificially constructed lake, Adrian, and | saw it being dug out by massive plant machinery in 2009! And it now
has Long-eared Owls in the planted trees among many other species in the trees and on the open water.

We also bird the tiny park (Nanyan Park) in Nanpu Town that we always have. It seems ‘quiet’ so far this year.
This is possibly an effect that there are now so many more trees in the wider area due to tree planting efforts. But
this tiny park still turns up some great birds.

Yesterday we celebrated the World Migratory Birds Day to try and observe as many bird species as possible,
migratory or not. We do this as part of the Wader Quest Team, in a joint effort with many other birders from
around the world, who care about shorebirds. @We saw 108 species by the end of the day:
https://ebird.org/tripreport/365559

This is a brief introduction to GFN’s scanning trip to Nanpu for 2025.
Chris Hassell, Katheirne Leung, and Yang Liu.
11-05-2025

After reading the last update you probably got the impression that we were wandering around birdwatching non-
stop.

Well, there was a bit of that for sure. But then the tides turned in favour of scanning and we are on a run of 7 days
of 03:30 alarms. Which gives time to make coffee and drive to the Nanpu
seawall before sunrise. 2025 05 15

The weather plays a big part in the success of a morning’s scanning and we have had everything from clam sunny
days to a rainstorm and one day with 60 kmph wind! That was bad for scanning but great for watching passerine
migration. Our eBird list for that day on the seawall was 77 species. The highlight was 30 Critically Endangered,
Yellow-breasted Bunting both flying by and landing on the seawall.

Overall, these 7 days have been productive for colour bands from the GFN project birds banded in north west
Australia and for many other sites from throughout the EAAF and a few Indian birds in the mix. We do not get the
total numbers of marked birds that we used to get in the peak years of 2010 to 2019. This is because some of
the main marking projects in the EAAF have, for some years now, been marking much smaller numbers of birds.
They have started to focus on more targeted tracking projects.

As of May 19, we have made 809 observations of marked birds from 20 banding locations.
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We have recorded 67 individual Red Knot form the GFN project and just 2 Great Knot and 1 Bar-tailed Godwit.
But the godwit 1YLYB is an old friend now. He has been seen here, within a 4 km stretch of mudflat for the last
16 years. He possibly departed Nanpu on May 16 this year.

The earliest we have recorded him at Nanpu is April 11 and the latest May 21. But note not all fieldwork has
started in early April each year. With the longest know length of stay being 38 days. A remarkable 348
resightings 6,400 km away from his capture location and ‘only’ 64 resightings from Roebuck Bay, NW Australia.

SPECIES CODE

BAR-TAILED GODWIT 1YLYB

BANDED DATE BANDING SITE

17/02/2007 Roebuck Bay, NW Australia

AGE AT BANDING AGE NOW

2+ 20+

AT NANPU FIRST SIGHTING LAST SIGHTING # RESIGHTS MINIMUM # OF

DAYS PRESENT

2010 20-Apr 22-May 9 32
2011 14-Apr 15-May 10 32
2012 14-Apr 28-Apr 4 15
2013 11-Apr 18-May 10 38
2014 12-Apr 16-May 14 35
2015 17-Apr 13-May 5 27
2016 14-Apr 10-May 3 27
2017 14-Apr 13-May 7 30
2018 25-Apr 4-May 2 10
2019 22-Apr 2-May 6 11
2020 15-May 21-May 3 7
2021 15-Apr 17-May 8 33
2022 13-May 13-May 1 1
2023 23-Apr 9-May 4 17
2024 29-Apr 15-May 3 17
2025 1-May 16-May 7 16

On May 18 we helped Beijing Normal University with a coordinated waterbird count, and we counted Nanpu
mudflat as we are so familiar with it. We had been doing rough estimates of numbers most days as we are
focused on scanning for marked birds. And the largest number of Red Knots we have estimated is 25,000. For
the past 3 days we have estimated 20,000. The total for the careful count was 20,707! We have had this
conversation many times with many shorebird researchers. Why bother with the 3-hour count when a 5-minute
estimate at the end of the day seems to be pretty accurate!

We had a total of all shorebirds on the count of 26,345 and 498 terns and gulls. The terns and gulls were
dominated by Little Tern (284) and Gull-billed Terns (132). Both breed in the adjacent ponds and forage at the
Nanpu coast.

Chris, Katherine and Yang Liu
19-05-2025
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Count Programme by Linda Cross

Vale John Knight

It is with sadness that we report the passing
of another long-time counter with the count
programme. John Knight passed away
peacefully on 22 April 2025 at the age of 93 in
Hervey Bay. John joined the count
programme and did his first count on 2
February 2000. The sites counted by John
were Garnett's Lagoons along the Susan
River and Mathieson Homestead in the River
Heads region. At the beginning John and |
would disagree a little over how his counts
were conducted and | often needed to remind
him that the high tide count had a 3-hour
window as his counts often ran well over or
before that period. | regularly rang him
querying the high counts for some species at
the Mathieson Homestead roost and he would
tell me that working on a farm he counted lots
of sheep, to which | would reply saying that
they were a lot bigger than small waders! |
came to respect his enthusiasm for birds, and
we eventually had an amicable friendship. John contributed 914 counts to the database and for most of those
counts he was the main counter. John completed his last count in July 2022 but continued to attend the local bird
club outings. In February 1997 Alan Pebbles started the Hervey Bay Birdwatchers with John alongside to assist
him but sometime later John took over the group and later the name was changed to Birdwatchers of Hervey Bay.
Of late, although he could not attend the physical outing with the group, he did attend the bird call after the outing
and his last attendance was on 1st January 2025 (also his 93rd birthday). We extend our deepest condolences
to his wife Margaret, their family and the many friends within his local birding community.

Writing about John and the sites he counted reminded me about the time | went up to Hervey Bay back in March
2007 and while there, | took the chance to do some counting at sites in the area within the count programme.

| went to Mathieson Homestead 3 days in a row and saw for myself just how special this site was for many
migratory waders. What stood out during those 3 days was counting 306 chubby Terek Sandpiper that were
fattening up for their northward migration. | sight | will never forget and having photographs to remind me. Alas
the site is no longer viable after mangrove growth covered the area making it unsuitable for waders.

Unfortunately, | must report that 2 more counters have left the count programme as they will be moving interstate
to assist a family member who has been unwell. Denise and Graham Holder were recruited by Peter Driscoll when
he was in the Burdekin region surveying waders back 2021. Their first count was in July 2021, and the last count
was in October 2024. Although their time with the count programme was relatively short, they contributed 96
counts to the database even while Denise had health problems herself. The counts that they contributed were
invaluable giving us more knowledge of the waders using the Burdekin region. We thank you both for your work
and hope you enjoy sharing a life with close family in New South Wales.

Site Date Double-banded Plover
Boonooroo 15.02.25 1
Boonooroo 15.03.25 2
Geoff Skinner Reserve 10.04.25 34
Maaroom 12.04.25 1
Point Halloran Reserve 12.04.25 2
Manly Harbour 12.04.25 2
Boonooroo 12.04.25 3
Kings Street mudflat Thornlands 12.04.25 5
Geoff Skinner Reserve 12.04.25 34
Luggage Point 13.04.25 1 juvenile
Noosa River mouth sandbanks 29.04.25 20
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In the table to the left are the season arrival sightings for the cross Tasman Double-banded Plover extracted from
the counts for the last 3 months. The first to arrive recorded by QWSG counters was a single bird at Boonooroo
in the middle of February. No doubt there will be more sightings during the winter months.

Site Date Pied Stilt Flock size Juveniles in flock
Kakadu Beach Bribie Island 13.04.25 64 2

Toorbul 12.04.25 87 10
Toorbul Sandfly Bay 12.04.25 274 48
Maaroom 14.03.25 196 >9
Kakadu Beach Bribie Island 10.03.25 122 Some present

In the table are counts for juvenile Pied Stilts within flocks.
Thank you to the counters who took the time to check and record juvenile birds.
The Nordmann’s Greenshank that has returned to the Cairns Esplanade once again (now for the 5th season in a

row) and seen by many bird watchers at the site, has only made it onto the count programme counts once during
that time. Our counter in Cairns recorded the bird on 15.03.25.

During the last 3 months Sanderling was recorded at Mirapool Beach Moreton Island (55) on 01.04.25, Noosa
River mouth sandbanks (1) on 14.02.25 and O’Regan’s Creek westside Hervey Bay (1 — first record for site) on
13.04.25.

There are 2 other first record for site with Bush Stone-curlew at Lytton Claypan No 1 (2) on 12.04.25.and Maaroom
(2) on 14.03.25

Pied Stilt numbers increased along the coast and were seen at 15 sites with Kedron Brook Wetlands recording
the largest quantity (578) on 14.02.25 followed by Luggage Point (435) on 13.04.25, Toorbul (361) on 12.04.25,
Port of Brisbane complex (337) on 16.03.25, Coolum Parade Wetlands Newport (312) on 14.04.25 and Maaroom
(196) on 14.03.25. While 2 other sites (Manly Harbour and Kakadu Beach Bribie Island) recorded (146) and (145)
respectively, all other sites recorded less than 100 birds. Just 2 birds were recorded at Deception Bay claypan
during the April count which is very uncommon species at this site.

Our resident Red-capped Plover was recorded at 15 sites from Moreton Bay to Gladstone during the last 3 months
with numbers ranging from low twenties to a couple of hundred. High counts came from Port of Brisbane (206)
on 16.03.25, Queensland Alumina Limited Gladstone (105) on 10.04.25, O’Regan’s Creek westside Hervey Bay
(85) on 16.02.25, Pine Rivers Wetland Reserve (67) on 12.04.25 and Gregory Road Hay’s Inlet (66) on 12.04.25.

Red Knot was recorded at 11 sites during the last 3 months and although most records were in single digits, the
following sites were double digits. O’Regan’s Creek westside Hervey Bay (30) on 16.02.25, Boonooroo (20) on
15.02.25 and Port of Brisbane complex (17) on 16.03.25. In the Maaroom count on 14.03.25 (3 birds in the flock)
were in full breeding plumage.

More extracts from February, March and April counts for other migratory species appear below.

Grey Plover: Boonooroo (42) on 15.03.25, Day’s Gutter Moreton Island (40) on 01.04.25, Amity Point sandbank
(39) on 01.04.25 and Port of Brisbane complex (12) on 16.02.25

Pacific Golden Plover: Port of Brisbane complex (813) on 16.02.25, Luggage Point (266) on 16.02.25, Maroochy
River sites combined (167) on 19.02.25 and (111) on 19.03.25, Manly Harbour (84) on 15.03.25 and
Point Halloran Reserve (82) on 26.02.25. Several other sites recorded this species in lower numbers,
although 3 had more than 50 birds.

Siberian Sand Plover: Port of Brisbane complex (1,307) on 16.03.25 and Geoff Skinner Reserve (513) on
15.02.25

Greater Sand Plover: Port of Brisbane complex (124) on 16.03.25, Queensland Alumina Limited Gladstone (98)
on 14.02.25, O’Regans Creek Hervey Bay (50) on 15.03.25, Boonooroo (12) on 15.02.25 and Point
Vernon (11) on 16.02.25

Eurasian Whimbrel: Days Gutter Moreton Island (710) on 01.04.25, Port of Brisbane complex (172) on 16.03.25,
Queensland Alumina Limited Gladstone (170) on 10.04.25 and Toorbul (150) on 16.03.25

Far Eastern Curlew: Geoff Skinner Reserve (346) on 15.02.25, Port of Brisbane complex (342) on 16.02.25,
Boonooroo (268) on 15.02.25, King Street mudflat Thornlands (239) on 15.02.25 and Toorbul (209) on
17.02.25

Bar-tailed Godwit: Port of Brisbane complex (2,957) on 16.02.25, Dead Tree Beach Moreton Island (2,713) on
01.04.25, Kakadu Beach Bribie Island (2,000) on 30.03.25, Maaroom (1,380) on 15.03.25, Geoff
Skinner Reserve (1,175) on 15.02.25 and Toorbul (1,104) on 17.02.25
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Black-tailed Godwit: Gregory Road Hay’s Inlet (c200) on 15.03.25, Luggage Point (80) on 16.03.25 and (59) on
13.04.25, Maaroom (2) on 15.03.25 and Manly Harbour (1) on 15.02.25

Latham’s Snipe: Kedron Brook Wetlands (4) on 14.02.25 and (2) on 15.03.25, Queensland Alumina Limited
Gladstone (1) on 10.04.25 and (1) on 14.02.25, Garnett’'s Lagoons Susan River Hervey Bay (1) on
15.03.25

Terek Sandpiper: Kakadu Beach Bribie Island (268) on 12.02.35, (238) on 15.02.25 and (226) on 01.02.25.
Manly Harbour (100) on 15.03.25, Port of Brisbane complex (33) on 16.02.25 and Boonooroo (22) on
15.03.25, Maaroom (15) on 15.02.25 and Queensland Alumina Limited Gladstone (5 — not common at
site) on 10.04.25

Common Sandpiper: Queensland Alumina Limited Gladstone (3) on 13.03.25 and 1 on 14.02.25

Grey-tailed Tattler: Port of Brisbane complex (1,214) on 16.02.25 and (673) on 16.03.25), Godwin Beach (360)
on 09.02.25, Manly Harbour (350) on 12.04.25 and Day’s Gutter Moreton Island (216) on 01.04.25

Marsh Sandpiper: Gregory Road Hay’s Inlet (9) on 12.04.25, Port of Brisbane complex (6) on 16.02.25, Manly
Harbour (6) on 25.02.25 and Luggage Point (5) on 16.02.25

Common Greenshank: Boonooroo (30) on 15.03.25, Gregory Road Hay’s Inlet (21) on 15.03.25, Manly Harbour
(13) on 25.02.25, Geoff Skinner Reserve (11) on 15.03.25 and Pine Rivers Wetland Reserve (10) on
15.02.25

Ruddy Turnstone: Port of Brisbane complex (69) on 16.02.25, Manly Harbour (62) on 25.02.25 and Geoff
Skinner Reserve (59) on 15.03.25

Great Knot: Maaroom (502) on 14.03.25, Boonooroo (263) on 15.02.25, Cairns Esplanade (258) on 02.02.25,
Kakadu Beach Bribie Island (257) on 02.02.25, Port of Brisbane complex (152) on 16.02.25, Gregory
Road Hay'’s Inlet (135) on 15.03.25 and Queensland Alumina Limited Gladstone (120) on 10.04.25

Red Knot: O'Regan’s Creek westside Hervey Bay (30) on 16.02.25, Maaroom (20) on 15.02.25

Broad-billed Sandpiper: Port of Brisbane complex (12) on 16.03.25 and Luggage Point (3) on 16.03.25

Sharp-tailed Sandpiper: Port of Brisbane complex (702) on 16.02.25, Pine Rivers Wetland Reserve (225) on
15.02.25 and Luggage Point (200) on 16.03.25

Curlew Sandpiper: Port of Brisbane complex (1,532) on 16.02.25 and Luggage Point (800) on 16.03.25

Red-necked Stint: Port of Brisbane complex (2,253) on 16.02.25, Luggage Point (1,500) on 16.03.25

Breeding records — resident waders:

Pied Stilt: Queensland Alumina Limited Gladstone (1 chick) on 13.03.25. Manly Harbour (3 chicks) on 15.02.25.
Kedron Brook Wetlands (several nesting) on 14.02.25.

Black-fronted Dotterel: Queensland Alumina Limited Gladstone (1 chick) on 10.04.25.

Red-capped Plover: Queensland Alumina Limited Gladstone (1 chick and a pair displaying) on 10.04.25.

Comb-crested Jacana: Buckley’s Hole Bribie Island (1 juvenile) on 15.03.25, (3 juvenile) on 21.02.25 and (3
chicks and 4 juvenile) on 23.03.25. Garnett’s Lagoons Susan River Hervey Bay (3 chicks) on 15.02.25.

Thank you to the counters who took the time to record breeding records for resident waders.

Counters not entering their counts online, please continue to send them to me at my email or postal address as
follows: xenus69@bigpond.com
Snail mail: 40 Thompson Road, Bellmere. Qld 4510 Phone: 5495 2758 Mobile: 0490 080 340

A reminder that Leg flag sightings must not be entered online during count entry. Please note that you can now
enter flagged and banded sightings on the new website. If you prefer, you can email sightings to Jon Coleman
(email address legflags@waders.org.au . You can also contact Jon, Phil or me for the Leg Flag Observation
Report Form.

Happy counting.
Linda Cross.

Interesting resident wader sightings

Beach Stone-curlew: During the last 3 months Noosa River mouth sandbanks, Maroochy River sand bar,
Kakadu Beach Bribie Island and St. Helena Island recorded 2 birds while Kinka Beach Yeppoon,
O’Regan’s Creek east side Hervey Bay and O’'Regan’s Creek westside Hervey Bay, Reeder’s Point
Moreton Island and Maroochy River Goat Island recorded 1 bird

Pied Oystercatcher: Port of Brisbane complex (187) on 16.03.25, Manly Harbour (180) on 15.02.25 and Port of
Brisbane complex (173) on 16.02.25

Sooty Oystercatcher: Manly Harbour (3) on 15.02.25. Other records in ones or twos from St. Helena Island, Port
of Brisbane complex, Maroochy River north shore and Scarborough to Clontarf

Red-necked Avocet: Gregory Road Hay’s Inlet (17) on 15.03.25 and Maaroom (1) on 15.03.25

Black-fronted Dotterel: Queensland Alumina Limited Gladstone (33) on 14.02.25 and (31) on 10.04.25, King
Street mudflat Thornlands (21) on 12.04.25 and Gregory Road Hay’s Inlet (13) on 12.04.25. Eight other
sites also recorded this species in single digits during the last 3 months.
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Masked Lapwing: Deception Bay claypan (59) on 15.03.25, Queensland Alumina Limited Gladstone (44) on
10.04.25, Maroochy River sites combined (37) on 19.03.25 and Boonooroo (31) on 15.02.25

Red-kneed Dotterel: Lytton Claypan No 1 (2) on 12.04.25, Kedron Brook Wetlands (2) on 15.03.25, Coolum
Parade Wetlands Newport (2) on 14.02.25 and King Street mudflat Thornlands (1) on 12.04.25

Comb-crested Jacana: Garnett’s Lagoons Susan River Hervey Bay (23) on 12.04.25 and (20) on 15.03.25 and
Buckley’s Hole Bribie Island (11) on 23.03.25, (9) on 04.05.25 and (7) on 21.02.25

Not waders but of interest anyway

Plumed Whistling Duck: Maaroom (55) on 12.04.25, Combers Paddock Boonooroo (16) on 12.04.25 and
Garnett’s Lagoons Susan River Hervey Bay (16) on 15.02.25

Wandering Whistling Duck: Garnett's Lagoons Susan River Hervey Bay (18) on 12.04.25, Kinka Wetlands
Yeppoon (12) on 15.02.25 and (6 — including 4 ducklings) on 12.04.25

Black Swan: Kinka Wetlands Yeppoon (180) on 15.03.25 and Port of Brisbane complex (123) on 16.03.25

Radjah Shelduck: Kinka Wetlands Yeppoon (8) on 15.02.25 and Boonooroo (1) on 15.02.25

Cotton Pygmy Goose: Kinka Wetlands Yeppoon (2) on 15.02.25

Australasian Shoveler: Kedron Brook Wetlands (2) on 15.03.25 and Garnett’s Lagoons Susan River Hervey Bay
(2) on 15.03.25

Grey Teal: Queensland Alumina Limited Gladstone (147) on 14.02.25

Chestnut Teal: Port of Brisbane complex (252) on 16.03.25 and Luggage Point (c200) on 16.03.25

Hardhead: Kinka Wetlands Yeppoon (137) on 15.02.25

Buff-banded Rail: Kakadu Beach Bribie Island (9 — includes 2 adults with 2 half-grown young and 2 adults with 3
chicks) on 09.02.25, Boonooroo (2 — 1 adult and 1 immature) on 15.03.25 and Kedron Brook Wetlands
(2) on 14.02.25

Dusky Moorhen: Port of Brisbane complex (114) on 16.03.25

Australasian Swamphen: Garnett’s Lagoons Susan River Hervey Bay (46) on 15.02.25

Brolga: Kinka Wetlands Yeppoon (6) on 15.03.25 and (6) on 15.02.25, Garnett's Lagoons Susan River Hervey
Bay (5 — includes 1 juvenile) on 12.04.25

Australasian Grebe: Garnett's Lagoons Susan River Hervey Bay (68) on 15.03.25

Sooty Tern: Noos River mouth sandbanks (1) on 11.03.25 and Woorim Beach Bribie Island (1 — probable but
uncertain. Mixed with 5000+ terns) on 28.03.25

Little Tern: Port of Brisbane complex (744) on 16.02.25, Noosa River mouth sandbanks (111) on 18.02.25 and
Boonooroo (80) on 15.03.25

Caspian Tern: Port of Brisbane complex (66) on 16.03.25 and (66) on 16.02.25

Whiskered Tern: Kinka Wetlands Yeppoon (28) on 15.02.25

White-winged Tern: Maroochy River sand bar (30) on 19.03.25

Common Tern: Woorim Beach Bribie Island (c4,840 — probably the flock that frequents the Sunshine Coast
sites) on 28.03.25, Noosa River mouth sandbanks (2,545) on 14.02.25, Sandbank No 2 Caloundra
(2,265) on 20.02.25 and Maroochy River sand bar (2,100) on 19.03.25 and

Lesser Crested Tern: Amity Point sandbank (6) on 01.04.25, Reeder’s Point Moreton Island (1) on 01.04.25and
St. Helena Isaind (4) on 17.04.25

Greater Crested Tern: Sandbank No 2 Caloundra (2,750) on 20.02.25, Maroochy River sand bar (670) on
22.04.25 and Noosa River mouth sandbanks (600) on 11.03.25

Silver Gull: Port of Brisbane complex (391) on 16.02.25, Scarborough to Clontarf (315) on 14.02.25 and
Luggage Point (205) on 16.02.25

Black-necked Stork: Garnett's Lagoons Susan River Hervey Bay (2) on 12.04.25, Bishop’s Marsh Toorbul (2 —
male and female) on 16.03.25, Gregory Road Hay’s Inlet (1 on 12.04.25 and Queensland Alumina
Limited Gladstone (1) on 14.02.25

Lesser Frigatebird: Noosa River mouth sandbanks (1) on 09.03.25

Australasian Darter: Garnett’s Lagoons Susan River (23) on 15.03.25

Little Black Cormorant: Garnett’s Lagoons Susan River Hervey Bay (106) on 12.04.25

Great Cormorant: Noosa River mouth sandbanks (1) on 14.02.25

Australian White Ibis: Deception Bay claypan (105) on 11.04.25 and Gregory Road Hay’s Inlet (c100) on
12.04.25

Glossy Ibis: Garnett’'s Lagoons Susan River Hervey Bay (3) on 15.02.25

Royal Spoonbill: Gregory Road Hay’s Inlet (100 minimum) on 12.04.25, George Bishop Causeway Toorbul (57)
on 12.04.25 and Caboolture River mouth (1 — unusual at site) on 14.03.25

Black Bittern: Endeavour River claypan Cooktown (3) on 08.02.25 and Queensland Aluminium Limited
Gladstone (1) on 14.02.25 and seen by QAL staff 4 times that week

Nankeen Night Heron: St. Helena Island (1) on 17.04.25, Cairns Esplanade (1) on 15.03.25, Port of Brisbane
complex (1) on 16.02.25 and Buckley’s Hole Bribie Island (1) on 21.02.25

Pacific Reef Heron: Cairns Esplanade (1) on 12.04.25

Little Egret: Gregory Road Hay’s Inlet (40) on 12.04.25, Pine Rivers Wetland Reserve (22) on 15.02.25 and
Cairns Esplanade (18) on 12.04.25

White-faced Heron: Deception Bay claypan (38) on 15.03.25
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Eastern Cattle Egret: Garnett’'s Lagoons Susan River Hervey Bay (160) on 12.04.25

White-necked Heron: Kinka Wetlands Yeppoon (1) on 15.03.25 and Bishop’ March Toorbul (1) on 17.02.25

Great Egret: Gregory Road Hay’s Inlet (15) on 12.04.25 and Garnett’s Lagoons Susan River Hervey Bay (10) on
12.04.25

Plumed Egret: Gregory Road Hay’s Inlet (15) on 12.04.25

Australian Pelican: Port of Brisbane complex (83) on 16.03.25, Luggage Point (70) on 16.03.25 and Garnett’s
Lagoons Susan River Hervey Bay (60) on 12.04.25

Wedge-tailed Eagle: Kakadu Beach Bribie Island (1 flying over) on 09.02.25

Brown Goshawk: Luggage Point (2) on 16.03.25, Coolum Parade Wetlands Newport (1) on 14.04.25, Kakadu
Beach Bribie Island (1) on 07.03.25 and Point Halloran Reserve (1) on 26.02.25

Collared Sparrowhawk: Port of Brisbane complex (1) on 16.02.25

Swamp Harrier: Bishop’s Marsh Toorbul (1) on 12.04.25 and Kedron Brook Wetlands (1) on 15.03.25

Black Kite: Garnett’'s Lagoons Susan River Hervey Bay (1) on 12.04.25, Queensland Alumina Limited Gladstone
(1) 14.02.25 and (1) on 10.04.25, and Kakadu Beach Bribie Island (1 juvenile) on 10.03.25

Nankeen Kestrel: Queensland Alumina Limited Gladstone (1) on 13.03.25

Peregrine Falcon: King Street mudflat Thornlands, Lytton Claypan No1, Luggage Point, Kakadu Beach Bribie

Island and Noosa River mouth sandbanks all recorded (1) during the last 3 months

Wader Watch by Jon Coleman

Hi everyone,
Welcome to wader watch. For the period mid-February 2025 to May 2025. Over this period a total of 1,114
records were received with the breakdown of those records shown below.

Green Leg Flag sightings seen in QLD

A total of 1,048 records of green flagged shorebirds were recorded during this period, with many records from the
Manly/Wynnum Esplanade and Toorbul/Kakadu Beach areas. There were two records of green flagged birds
from interstate, all in New South Wales and a number recorded overseas in New Zealand and on northward
migration in South Korea. One satellite tracked Bar-tailed Godwit is currently in North Korea feeding up before
heading further north and our last remaining Far Eastern Curlew with a tracker is back on its breeding territory in
northern China.

Green Leg Flag Sightings seen Interstate
Pied Oystercatcher

AHF — 09/10/2024, Kingsford Smith Park, Ballina, NSW: ABBBS
Sooty Oystercatcher

ANB-19/01/2025, Woody Head, NSW: ABBBS

Green Leg Flag Sightings seen Overseas

Bar-tailed Godwit
FMY- 18/12/2024, Pukorokoro, Miranda, New Zealand: Adrian Riegen & Kevin Barker
FMY- 02/02/2025, Pukorokoro, Miranda, New Zealand: Ju Yung-Ki
FMY- 02/03/2025, Pukorokoro, Miranda, New Zealand: Adrian Riegen
BDE- 02/03/2025, Pukorokoro, Miranda, New Zealand: Adrian Riegen
JAV- 14/03/2025, Pukorokoro, Miranda, New Zealand: Peter Fryer
AMJ — 24/02/2025, Big Sand Island, Kaipara, New Zealand: Tony Habraken
FDC - 27/01/2025, Foxton Beach, New Zealand: David Coles
FDC — 13/02/2025, Foxton Beach, New Zealand: David Coles
EC — 14/04/2025, Aphae Island, South Korea: Andreas Kim
ARP — 14/04/2025, Aphae Island, South Korea: Andreas Kim
JBN — 14/04/2025, Aphae Island, South Korea: Andreas Kim
JHP — 14/04/2025, Aphae Island, South Korea: Andreas Kim
JBN — 19/04/2025, Aphae Island, South Korea: Andreas Kim
JAB — 19/04/2025, Aphae Island, South Korea: Andreas Kim
FMN — 28/04/2025, Gojan Tidal Flat, Incheon, South Korea: Gichan Ryu
CHA - 28/04/2025, Gojan Tidal Flat, Incheon, South Korea: Gichan Ryu
AHJ — 28/04/2025, Gojan Tidal Flat, Incheon, South Korea: Gichan Ryu
AWV — 28/04/2025, Gojan Tidal Flat, Incheon, South Korea: Gichan Ryu
HKX — 28/04/2025, Gojan Tidal Flat, Incheon, South Korea: Gichan Ryu
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INTERSTATE FLAGGED BIRDS SEEN IN QLD

Yellow Flagged Pied Oystercatchers from NSW
K3-25/02/2025, Manly Harbour: Arthur Keates
C5 — 15/04/2025, Moreton Island: Naomi Veitch

Orange leg Flag sightings (Victoria)
Bar-tailed Godwit
CYE- 15/02/2025, Maaroom: Jack Worcester
Great Knot
Plain — 19/02/2025, Thorneside Esplanade: Arthur Keates
Plain — 23/02/2025, Thorneside Esplanade: Arthur Keates
Plain — 24/02/2025, Thorneside Esplanade: Arthur Keates
Plain — 23/03/2025, Thorneside Esplanade: Arthur Keates
Plain — 24/03/2025, Thorneside Esplanade: Daniel Townend & Arthur Keates
Plain — 25/03/2025, Thorneside Esplanade: Arthur Keates

Orange over Green (NSW) leg flag resightings
Bar-tailed Godwit
EBA- 30/03/2025, Kakadu Beach: Michael Strong

OVERSEAS FLAGGED BIRDS SEEN IN QLD

Black over white or white over black (Shanghai, China) leg flag sightings
Great Knot
Plain — 26/03/2025, Thorneside Esplanade: Arthur Keates
AA1 - 27/02/2025, Lytton Claypan: Arthur Keates
AA1 - 23/03/2025, Thorneside Esplanade: Tony Cotter & Arthur Keates
AA1 — 24/03/2025, Thorneside Esplanade: Daniel Townend
AA1 — 24/03/2025, Thorneside Esplanade: Arthur Keates
J62 — 19/02/2025, Thorneside Esplanade: Arthur Keates
J62 — 23/02/2025, Thorneside Esplanade: Arthur & Sheryl Keates
J62 — 22/03/2025, Thorneside Esplanade: Arthur Keates
J62 — 23/03/2025, Thorneside Esplanade: Tony Cotter & Arthur Keates
J62 — 24/03/2025, Thorneside Esplanade: Arthur Keates

Green over Orange (Yalu Jiang, China) leg flag sightings
E06 — 21/04/2025, Cairns Esplanade: Jun Matsui
E06 — 22/04/2025, Cairns Esplanade: Hidetoshi Kudo

Blue (Japan) leg flag sightings

Grey-tailed Tattler
Plain - 06/03/2025, Cairns Esplanade: Hidetoshi Kudo
Plain - 08/04/2025, Cairns Esplanade: Hidetoshi Kudo

Blue over Blue (North Japan) leg flag sightings
Grey-tailed Tattler
HO6 - 20/04/2025, Wynnum Esplanade: Tony Cotter
HO6 - 25/04/2025, Wynnum Esplanade: Tony Cotter

Blue over White (North Japan) leg flag sightings
Grey-tailed tattler
T57- 05/03/2025, Cairns Esplanade: Hidetoshi Kudo
T57- 07/03/2025, Cairns Esplanade: Jun Matsui
T57- 12/04/2025, Cairns Esplanade: Jun Matsui

Black over Yellow (Kamchatka, Russia) leg flag sightings
Great Knot

Plain — 15/02/2025, Maaroom: Jack Worcester

ALS — 21/03/2025, Bushland Beach: John Lowry
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White (New Zealand) leg flag sightings

Bar-tailed Godwit
YRM - 07/03/2025, Cairns Esplanade: Jun Matsui
YRM - 02/04/2025, Cairns Esplanade: Hidetoshi Kudo
YRM - 21/04/2025, Cairns Esplanade: Jun Matsui
YRM - 22/04/2025, Cairns Esplanade: Hidetoshi Kudo

The following people and organisations contributed the data used in this report with apologies for any
inadvertent omission:

Adrian Riegen, Andreas Kim, Arthur Keates, Jack Hill, Brian Russell, Catherine Hunter, Cathy Pert, Chris Stacey,
Chris Walker, Colbert Cheung, Craig Stephens, Daniel Townend, Dave Coles, Deborah Teys, Duc Huong, Peter
Rothlisberg, Michele Burford, Patrick Reed, Frank Burch, Freeman Edhouse, Gary Kane, Gichan Ryu, Guy
Pardey, Helen Leonard, Hidetoshi Kudo, Jack Worcester, Jeffrey Addison, John Brunsmann, John Lowry, John
McGill, Jun Matsui, Kath Shurcliff, Dave Houghton, Keith Sarnadsky, Maggie Overend, Martin Taylor, May Britton,
Michael Strong, Michelle Edmonds, Naomi Veitch, Nathan Bartlett, Nathan Russell, Owen Lawton, Penn Lloyd,
Peter Fryer, Pip (Philippa) Grant-Taylor, Rachel Brookes, Shane Little, Shane MacNamara, Sheryl Keates, Shota
Sawamoto, Susan Riddett, Taylor Cooper & Tony Cotter

Every record received is incredibly valuable so thank you to everyone who contributed their sightings. Please
remember if your submitting sightings to use our web site and enter your records there as we can process them
online, they’re easy to enter and far easier to manage through that way. The web site is www.waders.org.au and
click on the Report a Banded/ Leg Flagged Bird link on the home page. When completing a report only record
what you see and don’t assume anything in terms of which leg the flag is on, or any other details, we’ll work with
what you provide.

Wader ID Days

Wader ID day Manly Harbour (restricted area)

Sunday 1 June 2025
1.67m high tide at 1:45pm. Meeting time 1:00pm.

We’'ll be there at high tide, hoping to find Double-banded Plovers visiting from New Zealand, as well as other
waders that have decided not to fly north this year. The sun will be little behind us for good viewing.

Sunday 12 October 2025
2.33m high tide at 1:27pm. Meeting time 2:00pm.

We'll be there at high tide, hoping to see a good range of waders. It's an ideal site for beginners as the birds are
generally quite close, and you won’t have to walk through any mud. The sun will be little behind us which should
be good viewing.

This will be a good opportunity to access this site, which is normally closed to the public. However, under our
access agreement with the State strict conditions apply. Participants will be required to sign a form
acknowledging responsibility for their own health and safety, including:

. wearing protective clothing at all times (e.g. hat, shoes, sunglasses) and using sunscreen

. drinking water to avoid dehydration

. using insect repellent if necessary

. telling a group leader about any health issues that may affect taking part in the field trip

. if feeling unwell, or concerned about someone else being unwell, immediately telling a group leader or
another participant

. immediately telling a group leader or another participant about any injury suffered (including a slip, trip,

fall and snake bite) or hazard that may cause injury to someone.

Participants must wear enclosed footwear, have drinking water, and a jacket is advisable because of the
likelihood of a westerly wind. The gate will be locked after we enter, and it will not be possible for late arrivals to
participate.

Meet at the end of Davenport Drive Manly, see link: where to meet.
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Bring binoculars, telescopes if you have one, drinking water and insect repellent. There are no public toilets at
this site.

Please arrive on time for our preliminary chat. You'll need to be a BQ or QWSG member to attend, see link:
become a member. Hopefully we’ll be able to identify all the birds and answer all your questions.

Contact Gary Kane on 0412 423 023 or garykane1@gmail.com to register, and for more details. Participation
will be strictly limited to people with confirmed registrations.

Wader ID day Lytton Claypan (restricted area)

Saturday 14 June 2025
1.77m high tide at 11:13am. Meeting time 10:00am.

We'll be there at high tide, hoping to see a good range of waders that have decided not to fly north this year. Be
aware there will be some walking involved, and the site can be a bit muddy.

Saturday 29 November 2025
2.15m high tide at 4:01pm. Meeting time 3:30pm.

We'll be there at high tide, hoping to see a good range of waders. Be aware there will be some walking involved,
and the site can be a bit muddy. However, the sun should be low for good viewing.
This is a Port of Brisbane site, and permission will be sought before conducting the event.

Meet in the car park of the Port of Brisbane Boat Ramp, off Port Drive. This is just to the south and east of the
bridge that connects Lytton to the Port of Brisbane. see link: where to meet.

Bring binoculars, telescopes if you have one, drinking water, insect repellent, and boots suitable for a bit of mud.
There are public toilets in the car park.

Please arrive on time for our preliminary chat. You'll need to be a BQ or QWSG member to attend, see link:
become a member. Hopefully we’ll be able to identify all the birds and answer all your questions.

Contact Gary Kane on 0412 423 023 or garykane1@gmail.com to register, and for more details. Participation
will be strictly limited to people with confirmed registrations.

QWSG Activities Report - March to end May

Monthly Counts
15th March
12t April
10t May

Port of Brisbane Counts
16t March
13t April — Cancelled because of access
11t May

Meetings
RMAG meeting postponed due to weather
MS-CAP meeting date rearranged
9th May - the Moreton Bay Foundation Forum discussed protections of Moreton Bay now and into the
future.
27t — 28t re-scheduled RMAG meeting attended.
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Mlxed Flock Cape May ' Photo - Arthur Keates

Purple Sandpiper Photo — Arthur Keates
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COUNTERS NEEDED

Following our last plea for new counters, a few have stepped up to start low tide counts at Nudgee Beach and a
couple from Tin Can Bay have shown interest in that region of the Great Sandy Strait. They will assess the sites
that have not been counted for a few years. Just before going to the editor, another person is interested in
counting Tweed Heads area. All are new to counting waders but are very keen to help. In the meantime, the
call is still out for additional counters to help the couple in Tin Can Bay and all the sites listed below.

The count programme is in desperate need of new counters for the following sites:
Tweed Heads — a coordinator to take over from Erina Forrest, who due to family commitments is finding
it difficult to find the time to organise the counts. Also needed are additional counters to help 2
other people surveying 7 sites in the area
Tin Can Bay region — counter/s for Inskip Point, Cooloola roost and Norman Point
Great Sandy Strait region — counters to help assist others doing counts
Bundaberg — counter/s for sites in that area
Mackay — counter/s for several sites in the region
Townsville — counter/s for several sites in the region.
There are many count sites from Tweed Heads to the Gulf of Carpentaria that need surveying. If you can help,
please contact me to discuss. You don’t need to be an expert. We are happy to give you as much help as
possible.

Other Conservation Activities of Interest

QWSG is a special interest group of the Birds Queensland Inc. whose object is:

“To promote the scientific study and conservation of birds by all means possible, with

particular reference to the birds of Queensland”.

Separate membership is required.

Contacts: President, Andrea Schafer president@birdsqueensland.org.au
Secretary, Judy Neilson secretary@birdsqueensland.org.au
Treasurer, Sue Foley treasurer@birdsqueensland.org.au

NEW MEMBERS

We welcome the following new members who have joined this year:

Jennie Beeson, lan & Jill Brown, Terry & Audrey Burgess,
Sue Cameron, Julie-Magnolia Cass, Katherine Chamberlain,
Gus Daly, Ana de Joux, Peter Harms,

Ann Hewson, Catherine Hirsch, Maarten Hulzebosch,
Shane MacNamara, Leander Mitchell, Burnice Starkey,
Olivia Strydom, Ged Tranter,

Graham and Imelda Warren / O'Loughlin, Justin Watson,

PLEASE CHECK TO SEE IF YOUR RENEWAL IS DUE!
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QWSG CONTACTS
QUEENSLAND WADER
The Official Quarterly Publication of Queensland Wader Study Group
Website www.waders.org.au
Facebook https://www.facebook.com/QueenslandWaderStudyGroup/
MEMBERS of the MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE of the QWSG
CHAIRPERSON: David Edwards (07) 3262 2017 chairperson@waders.org.au
TREASURER Judith Giles 0428 545 801 treasurer@waders.org.au
SECRETARY: Gary Kane secretary@waders.org.au
QWSG COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Michele Burford Robert Bush 0404 805 558
Jon Coleman 0467 785 682 Paul Finn 0480 177 792
Andy Jensen 0404 348638 Paul Maxwell
Mel Whitby
COUNT COORDINATOR: Linda Cross 07 5495 2758 Email counts@waders.org.au
LEG FLAG COORDINATOR  Jon Coleman 0467 785 682 Email legflags@waders.org.au
MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY  Andy Jensen Email membership@waders.org.au
NEWSLETTER EDITOR: David Edwards (07) 3262 2017 Email gouldiané@bigpond.com
EDUCATION OFFICER Borys Danilichenko 0413 240 064
BQ PRESIDENT Andrea Schafer Email president@birdsqueensland.org.au

CORRESPONDENCE All correspondence to:
The QWSG Secretary,
PO Box 3138,
SOUTH BRISBANE,
QLD 4101.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS Please notify the Membership Secretary as soon as possible of any change of address so
that your Newsletter can be dispatched correctly.

SUBSCRIPTIONS Annual subscription rates:
Single: $15:00
Student/Pensioner: $10:00
Family: $25:00
A receipt will be forwarded if required.
Please note our bank is no longer taking cheques.
Forward application to:
Membership Secretary or QWSG Treasurer,
PO Box 3138,
SOUTH BRISBANE,
QLD 4101.
Members are reminded their membership expires on the date shown on the newsletter address label, and the
membership joining/renewal form is now on the back page. Note: that your subscription will fall due twelve (12)
months after date of joining the QWSG or date of renewal, and only one further newsletter will be sent after expiry of
your subscription.

Copy Deadline for the next issue of Queensland Wader is August 14", 2025
Contributions should be addressed to:

David Edwards, the QWSG Editor, 54 Elliott Street, Clayfield, Qld 4011

or E-mail to: gouldian6@bigpond.com

Opinions expressed in Queensland Wader are those of the individual contributors and are not necessarily those of
the Queensland Waders Study Group, Birds Queensland nor Queensland Ornithology Society Inc.

PRINTED BY: PrintCorp Pty Ltd.
admin@printcorp.net.au
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Count Activities — 2025

QWSG High Tide — Monthly Count Program 2025

No Count in June

Sat 12 Jul 1.83m at 10:19 Nat Winter Count

Sat 16 Aug 2.11m at 15:07

Sat 27 Sep 2.08m at 12:32

Sat 25 Oct 2.25m at 11:29

Sat 22 Nov 2.37m at 10:35

Sat 20 Dec 2.43m at 09:45

Counters Rockhampton and north — please select a date as close as possible to the count programme Sat day with suitable
tides to enable you to complete your counts.

QWSG Port of Brisbane — Monthly Count Program 2025

No Count in June

Sun 13 Jul 1.86m at 11:03 Meet 09:45 National Winter Count
Sun 17 Aug 2.15m at 16:25 Meet 15:10

Sun 28 Sep 2.01m at 13:15 Meet 12:00

Sun 26 Oct 2.19m at 12:04 Meet 10:50

Sun 23 Nov 2.34m at 11:10 Meet 09:50

Sun 21 Dec 2.43m at 10:21 Meet 09:00

MEMBERSHIP/RENEWAL APPLICATION

A reminder to members: please check to see if your renewal is due and please let the Treasurer know if you
change your contact details.

Details may also be entered and/or updated on the QWSG website:

www.waders.org.au where you may pay your subscription via PayPal

| / We wish to join / renew: (Single: $15; Family: $25; Student/Pensioner: $10)

Title:..... Firstname: ..............ooc SUMAME: ...

AArESS ..o Membership: $...............

.................................................................... Postcode........... Donation: $...............
Payment enclosed: $

Phone: (Home) ..........cocoviiiiiiiann. (WOrk) «eeeiiiiiiiiens (Mobile).......ccovviiiiiann.

0 0= P

How did you hear about QWSG7.... ... e
Are you a member of Birds Queensland? ...................

What activities do you wish to participate in? (Please circle)

WADER COUNTS, FIELD TRIPS, SCIENTIFIC DATA COLLECTION, SURVEYS, CLERICAL,

SIgNature ... Date:. ..o

Please email this form to: membership@waders.org.au

Direct funds transfer to: OR Please post this form to: QWSG Membership Secretary
Qld Wader Study Group PO Box 3138,
BSB: 313 140 (Bank Australia) SOUTH BRISBANE,
Account number: 08305297 QLD 4101.

Please note our bank is no longer taking cheques.
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