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Port of Brisbane’s Proposed Channel Enhancement Project – 
A Very, Very Early Meeting 

 
Gary Kane and I were invited by the Port of Brisbane Proprietary Limited (PBPL) to attend a meeting to 
discuss/workshop the proposed Channel Enhancement Project of the Brisbane River.  There was a wide range 
of stakeholders were represented. 
 
The meeting started with a talk giving the reasons why there is a need to widen and deepen the channel.  It was 
stated that worldwide cargo ships are becoming bigger on the busy routes.  These lager vessels will, in time, be 
used in Australian waters, as seen in recent history.  The increasing size of ships means that the present 
channel is not fit for purpose being too small plus there are safety aspects that cannot be handled with the 
present size of the port channel. 
 
Next it was explained that here are two differing dredge types that would result from the dredging works.  Firstly, 
the sand that would come from the northern part of the dredge would be easily disposed of into construction, 
glass etc.  The second problem is the mud spoil from the southern part of the channel that needs to be placed 
somewhere. 
 
The participants of the workshop were divided up into four groups to investigate the four Dredge Material 
Disposal Areas (DMDA) proposed by the PBPL from their various points of view.  The opportunities and 
constraints of each area were investigated. 
 
There are two DMDAs proposed for deep water, one already in use for maintenance dredge spoil, and the other 
at the edge of the Marine Park area.  Both would not have a containment wall.  They did not receive any positive 
votes. 
 
The next site was Juno Point which is on the north shore of the Brisbane River mouth, running parallel with the 
port. This would be a contained area resulting in an area above the sea level ie like the port expansion. It would 
affect fishing that takes part in the area. 
 
The last proposal was a new and further expansion to the present port with a containment wall.  This was the 
area that was received best. 
 
The size of the channel was questioned ie could it be smaller - a possibility into the future. 
 
Gary and I made sure that the wellbeing of waders and their habitats were at the forefront of the workshop.  It 
was pleasing to hear how highly waders and fish figured in the discussions. 
 
Please remember that all of this is dependent on the Terms of Reference being accepted which are still under 
review.  Costing etc. might be prohibitive to the company.  Then there is the EIS that will have to pass State and 
Federal approvals. 
 
Once again this is a very, very early step in the whole process. 
 
There are other workshops being planned and we will be kept informed. 
 
David Edwards – chairperson QWSG 
  

https://www.facebook.com/QueenslandWaderStudyGroup/
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An Audit of Kakadu Beach Roost Site 
 
The QWSG was approached by Bribie Island Environmental Protection Association with regards to Kakadu 
Beach high roost site. 
 
The QWSG was very closely associated with the foundation of the roost site and the company involved.  There 
was a maintenance schedule issued in 2003 for the site. The company passed the maintenance of the roost to 
the Moreton Bay Council. 
 
There have been two further maintenance schedules since then reducing the commitments of the QWSG. 
 
The QWSG became concerned by the issues raised by BEIPA.  We were contacted by BEIPA proposing that an 
audit of the site should be done using the audit protocol found in the 2003 schedule. 
 
So, Professor Rich Fuller and I attended a meeting / audit of Kakadu Roost in the morning. 
 
This was arranged at fairly short notice between BIEPA and QWSG, plus a representative of Moreton Bay City 
Council.  The council advised that they are supportive of the audit; they were thankful for the invitation but, in 
the interests of independence, would not be sending a council officer and they will look forward to receiving your 
audit findings 
We spent a long time around the site then met back at Paul Cuddihy's house. 
 
It was good to see the site in person as it was not as good as I remember. 
 
The profile of the beach does not meet the recommended profile of 1:50 and the grass/vegetation on the top of 
the dune is too high.  The surrounds do need to be freshened up.  The main priority is the foreshore area and 
the problems mentioned need to be remedied ASAP which would be May 2026, given the time of year and the 
lead-in time for the large remediations required. 
 
The surrounds can be sorted out over a longer time scale.  The idea of local volunteers was raised to undertake 
soft issues ie litter collection, weeding and maintaining the weir boxes. BEIPA is very well positioned to do this. 
 
Here is the audit we sent to Moreton Bay City Council and BEIPA. 
 
“The Queensland Wader Study Group conducted an audit of the Kakadu Beach shorebird high tide roost site on 
13 August 2025 and found that significant works are required for the site to maintain its ecological and social 
values. 
 
The City of Moreton Bay is encouraged to complete the works recommended in the audit comments as soon as 
possible. It is acknowledged that the Council has recently carried out other works at the site. It is also 
appreciated that Council has committed significant resources to maintaining this site over time. 
 
The audit was carried out by QWSG members Professor Richard Fuller and David Edwards Chairperson 
QWSG, following the Queensland Wader Study Group Audit Protocol given in Appendix B of the Maintenance 
Manual – Shorebird Roost Site, see attached. Also present was a representative of Bribie Island Environmental 
Protection Association. An invitation was extended to Council for an appropriate officer to attend, but this offer 
was declined. The findings of the audit were: 
 

1 Is the foreshore vegetation adequately maintained? 
Yes/No – No. 
Comments - The vegetation on the top of the dune comprises mostly the invasive red Natal grass Melinis 
repens and is very tall. This means that the waders do not have a clear line of sight over their surroundings, 
resulting in their discomfort and not wanting to settle on the foreshore. The grass height also obstructs the view 
of the roost site by the public, potentially leading people to move adjacent to the edge of the roost site causing 
disturbance to the birds. 
 

2 Is the southern mangrove outcrop adequately maintained? 
Yes/No – Yes. 
Comments - This outcrop of mangroves appears to be slowly migrating northwards onto the roost site. So far, 
this has not resulted in substantial loss of roosting habitat, but, in the future, it might have a bearing on the use 
of the southern end of the roost site and should be monitored. Crucially, the mangroves in the southern outcrop 
seem to be stabilising the sand on the point and as such, great care must be taken to keep these mangroves 
healthy.  
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3 Is the northern mangrove outcrop adequately maintained? 
Yes/No – No 
Comments - At present the single tree is not doing much to help the roost site, and the next nearest mangrove 
outcrop north of the site is far from the boundary, with a heavily frequented beach area in between. If a 
mangrove outcrop could be encouraged to establish just to the north of the boundary fence, it would give 
protection to the site through reduced sand loss and as a barrier to people. 
 

4 Has the build-up of sand on the beach adjacent to the high tide roost been 
maintained to a 1:50 slope? 
Yes/No – No 
Comments - The steep foreshore slope is the most obvious and urgently critical failure of the maintenance of 
the roost site. It is understandable that there has been a loss of sand because of severe weather events, but 
there appears to have been no augmentation for some years. This needs to be remedied urgently as the steep 
foreshore profile currently means that very little roosting space is available for the birds, risking the integrity of 
the entire site. Review of photographs suggested that the roost and its slope appeared to be close to ideal at the 
end of 2021 and into Jan 2022. However, this ideal profile had completely changed by the end of Feb 2022, with 
a slope that is much steeper than 1:50, and much reduced space for roosting birds. Re-profiling the foreshore 
back to the 1:50 slope is a matter of extreme importance to maintain the integrity of the site as a roosting 
location for migratory shorebirds. 
 

5 Are sufficient measures in place to restrict access to the site (eg. Plantings, signage, 
fencing) in place and adequately maintained? 
Yes/No – overall Yes 
Comments - The signage is adequate, but its effectiveness is likely to depend to some degree on compliance 
by visitors and/or enforcement actions. The plantings could be refreshed, and it might be beneficial to screen 
the viewpoint at the fence overlooking the northern end of the roost site. Alternatively, or additionally, the placing 
of fencing at the northern end of the site could be reviewed, and perhaps moved landward by a couple of 
metres, close to the previous fence line. Overall, the site around the roost and lagoon looks a little aged and 
worn, perhaps reducing attractiveness to the public. Small changes and improvements over time would help to 
attract the public to this great site. Although these assets of the site are important the main focus needs to be on 
the roost itself to protect and encourage the birds to visit and stay. 
 

Additional comments 
 
The Kakadu Beach roost site was highlighted in the 2021 report “Managing threats to migratory shorebirds in 
Moreton Bay” as one of the most important sites in greater Moreton Bay, but vulnerable to threats and in need 
of continuous management. The site has been a wonderful asset for the City of Moreton Bay and its people, 
providing refuge for threatened and migratory shorebirds. The Council has many competing priorities to 
manage, and we urge continued management of a site that bring joy to local people and visitors, is a core part 
of the ecology of the area, and a source of revenue. 
 
We regard the single most important management priority to be a re-profiling of the site to reinstate a 1:50 slope 
of the foreshore – this is the ‘reason to be’ of the site for the shorebirds. Considering the state of the foreshore 
now, a plan for next year needs to be locked in for May 2026 to complete the on-ground works needed to adjust 
the profile of the site. Two dates should be proposed in case there are adverse weather conditions that might 
interfere with the completion of the works. As part of these works, vegetation control on the dune is needed. 
 
The maintenance of the surrounds can be done over a period of time, but a case can be made to use local 
residents to do some of the regular maintenance on a volunteer basis. People in the area are very keen to see 
the roost site and its surrounds presented in the best light. This option would mean that litter removal, weeding, 
and watering would be done. This group could also be monitoring the site, the buildings and lagoon. 
 
The hides have never been easy to use since they were constructed in 2002. Birdwatchers have complained 
about the design as not being fit for purpose. Renovation of the hides, together with consideration of additional 
screening particularly near the northern end of the site could / would help improve human enjoyment of the site 
and reduce disturbance to the birds. A less urgent, but still important, longer-term project. 
 
A note for all QWSG members: Please let us know if you are noticing anything about the roost sites that you 
visit that need to be raised with local councils etc. 
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QWSG Education Workshop – 3rd August 2025 
 
Held at The Bower, 28 Waterview Terrace, Dutton Park. 
20 Participants 
Moderated by Paul Maxwwell 
 
The Queensland Wader Study Group held a Education Workshop at the beginning of August. 
The idea was to work out a direction for the education program of the QWSG.  In the past this aspect of the 
group has been an ad hoc arrangement composed of ID days, courses, assistance at education centres and 
talks at various venues. 
 
The plan for the workshop was to express what the mission/vision of the program should be, this then 
determines the goals, which then determines the actions and strategies requiring prioritisation of actions. 
 
After discussion a list of twelve potential goals was reached.  These ranged from influencing various levels of 
government; people, (such as members of QWSG, the general public, beachgoers etc), developers and 
environmental consultants and academics. 
 
The participants then identified activities to achieve these goals.  These were then ranked to find those 
considered the most important. 
Greater detail shown in the tables below. 
 
As you can imagine there was a lot of discussion and brainstorming in the four hours. 
 
We will be holding another meeting to work out what is practical to follow up on.   
An email will be sent out to the full membership when we have a date and time. 
 
Anything that is suggested: 

• Should be plausible. Does evidence and common sense suggest that the activities, if implemented, 
will lead to desired outcomes?  

• Should be doable. Is there the financial, technical, organisational, and human capital available to carry 
out the initiatives?  

• Should be testable. Is the renewal process specific and complete enough for an evaluator to track its 
progress in credible and useful ways?  

 
 

 Potential goal of 
the program 

Activities to achieve the goal 

1 Influence local 
government 

• Meet with environmental sections and open spaces to encourage 
fences around roosts and signage (or information like apps) about 
waders and importance of dog threats 

• Meet with section that deals with development approvals 
• Annual audit review of local roost and feeding sites (threats, 

conditions, numbers) 
2 Influence state 

government  
• Maintain and establish relationship with Marine Parks (esp zoning 

plan) 
• Maintain relationship with Wetlands Group 

o With respect to Ramsar, MBMP 
• Develop relationship with regional planning sections of SG 
• Targeted contact with coastal policy and planning (development, 

environment) 
3 Influence federal 

government  
• Policy people (conservation and biodiversity) especially 

international agreement sections 
• QWSG involved with Migratory Shorebirds Conservation Action Plan 

with other NGO (maintain relationship) co-ordinated with Bird Life 
Australia 

4 Educating school 
students 

• Focus on working through other agencies 
o Continue to provide support to education environment 

centres (keep their programs updated)  
o Provide material to centres to use in their programs 
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o Support them in developing and running programs (e.g. 
pilots) and maintain program 

o Provide resources on website for students (aligned with 
curriculum) and make them easy to find and use 

• Develop relationships with other env education centres 
5 Beachgoers • Need to get people interested (Tell interesting stories about 

shorebirds and why to protect, videos, and photos) using the 
following tools 

o Website (needs a review) – needs to be interactive 
o Social media (Facebook page)  
o Mainstream media 
o Signage at popular beaches 
o Stalls at local markets 
o Welcome back to shorebirds event (e.g. at Toondah) 

• Not directly influencing beachgoers (dangerous) 
o Working with Local gov to train “Shorebird Stewards” to do 

that on our behalf (training program at env centres)  
6 General public • Similar activities to #5 

• Story telling about shorebirds (why they matter) and the threats on 
them (see above)  

• Work with other conservation organisations to raise awareness (See 
#11) on their campaigns (forms, letters and petitions)  

o AMCS, ACF, Nature Conservancy, WWF 
o Need to meet with key orgs 
o Dogs off leash lobby groups 

7 Educate internally in 
QWSG 

• ID days and wader course 
o Instructional videos to be put up on website and socials)  

• Increase skills of counters into other activities (e,g, into banding, 
and education) 

• Create information and interest from counters 
o Publishing results of counts, interesting stories, unusual 

birds, good photos 
o Could share information through internal comms network 

(WhatsApp)  
• Welcome pack for new members – ID leaflets, details on how counts 

work, how to access counts, what group does etc, how to get 
involved in other activities, links to other websites and groups 

• Leg flags info and feedback about the leg flag history 
• Website improvement – links to database of resources (catalogue)  
• General meetings for all members to get more involved (to build 

relationships amongst members, could be at education centres, 
share information about threats (e,g. developments) or 
opportunities) 

8 Coastal developers • Providing data and resources to lobby groups (e.g. Toondah Harbour 
Alliance, Property Council Aust, Urban Developer Institute of Aus)  

• Datasets services about shorebirds in locations (on website)  
• Developing layers depicting roost sites and feeding sites for 

locations on QLD coast (critical sites and areas) 
o Interpretation not just raw data  

• Working with local council (development section) to outline 
economic benefit of shorebirds and protecting habitat (LINKS WITH 
#1) 

• Try to get in early about potential developments so we aren’t 
scrambling to respond once community consultation comes (build 
relationship with local gov to get inside information)  

9 Influence 
researchers 

• Build relationships research orgs along with individual researchers 
o Formal and informal along the flyways (mix of MOU’s and 

informal relationships)  
• Offering services to provide data and research (e.g. guest lectures)  
• Regular publication of data to get into primary literature 
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• Provide reporting and observations, things of interest 
• Providing grants to students  

10 Influence science 
teachers 

• Wine and cheese evening to showcase QWSG activities and 
resources 

• Liaise with those orgs already doing that (e.g. through env ed centres 
(SEE #4)  

• Potential doing things outside school hours?  
11 Educate/interact 

with other 
conservation groups 

• Liaise with local groups in areas where we have gaps in counts to 
help with counts 

o Birdlife Australia 
o Community groups (e.g. BIEPA) 
o Conservation groups (ACF, Marine Cons Society, and key 

community groups) 
o Indigenous Ranger Groups 

12 Educate 
environmental 
consultants 

• Provide interpretation services for the data, not just the data 
• Updating existing web so info can be found 
• Database of resources on existing website 
• Currently rely heavily on Port of Brisbane, look to obtain other 

income sources 
 

Ranked list of education goals ordered by priority 
Goals for the education program Rank 

Educate members internally in QWSG 1 

Educating young (primary school kids) focus on kids close to the coast 2 

Influence local government 3 

Beachgoers 4 

General public 5 

Influence state gov 6 

Influence researchers (tertiary) 6 

Educate/interact with other conservations groups 8 

Influence science teachers 9 

Influence federal gov 10 

Coastal developers 10 

Educate environmental consultants 10 

 
 

Education and Outreach 
Borys Daniljchenko – Education Officer 
 
The last few months I have spent familiarizing myself the world of shorebirds.  And a “world" it truly is. 
The backgrounding has been thoroughly fascinating, ranging from the unique biological adaptations through to 
those very adaptations being harnessed for space travel, AI, and robotics.  Biomimicry in action.  
 
The program for this year so far. 

On September 20th, at the “Hub” in Beachmere is the first Shorebirds Workshop that I will be participating 

in with Bronwyn Apelt, Team Leader for the City of Moreton Bay Environmental Education Centres. The 
workshop starts at 10 am and finishes at 12 noon. 
 
At 10.10 I will be engaging with the audience covering a wide variety of topics, directly relatable to shorebirds. 
Time - about 45 minutes. 
Simultaneously Bronwyn will be taking children to an adjoining room where they’ll be enjoying crafting activities. 
So far, I have drawn and cut out some Eastern Curlews on my laser cutter which they can colour in to keep.  As 
well, I have designed a thaumatrope out of plywood, which is powered by rubber bands, showing the impression 
of a flying Eastern Curlew. I’ll make some fridge magnets as well.  
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After morning tea there will be two groups, children with Bronwyn, shorebird ( Cutout photos)  spotting and 
“Agents App” 
Adults Q&A and story time with me, and with a knowledgeable QWSG person to cover bird ID etc. 
 
Check page 18 
 

October 12th is a public engagement event at Deception Bay organized by Bob Crudgington. I hope to 

represent QWSG at that Welcome to Shorebirds function. 
 

October 19th Bribie Island Environmental Protection Association is running a weekend of Environmental 

Activities. QWSG will be represented there at the Shorebirds Welcome event at the northern end of Kakadu 
Roost." 
Check page 18 - 19 
 
 
Borys Daniljchenko 
+61 (0)413240064 
borisdan@mac.com 
 

How can you help 
The education program, although it has been around for a long time, is in the process of reinvigoration.  Any of 
the exciting ideas that it comes up with needs people on the ground to make it work. 
Can you please contact Borys to find out how you can help. 
 
This help can take many forms the most important is to have members willing to help at events to answer 
questions and hand out information or just to be present to man the displays. 
 
It would be great if there is anyone able to help with graphic design or just draw illustrations.  We would love to 
know of your hidden talents that could be used in the education process.  As you can see in the previous article 
there will be many avenues that we wish to explore/ 
 
David Edwards, Chairperson QWSG 
 
 

 
Beach Stone-curlew - Esacus magnirostris – Space Filler! 
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Ramsar COP15: Saving the World’s Wetlands 
BirdLife Intertnational News 23 July 2025 
 

 
Lesser and Greater Flamingos at Lake Natron. © Akshita Rabdiya 

 
Wetlands are lifelines for birds, people and the planet we share.  As the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands 
COP15 opens in Victoria Falls, Zimbabwe, we are championing the places and communities working to protect 
what matters most: clean water, flourishing biodiversity and a climate-resilient future. 
 
Wetlands clean our water, feed our families, shield us from floods, store carbon and give millions of birds and 
other species a place to rest, feed and raise their young. 
 
But these critical landscapes are disappearing at an alarming rate. Wetlands are being drained, polluted and 
paved over, with 22% lost since 1970. The quiet disappearance of wetlands isn’t just about vanishing 
landscapes; it’s also about the loss of biodiversity and livelihoods of local communities.   
 
As the world prepares for Ramsar COP15 taking place in Victoria Falls, Zimbabwe, from 23rd to 31st July, we are 
turning the spotlight on three Wetlands of International Importance safeguarded by the BirdLife Partnership: 
Lake Natron in Tanzania, Yala Swamp in Kenya, and Toondah Harbour in Australia.  
 

Lake Natron, Tanzania: Home of the Lesser Flamingo 
In northern Tanzania, Lake Natron is a rare and magical place. It’s the world’s most important breeding site 
for Lesser Flamingos, with more than 75% of the global population born on its salty shores.  
 
When soda ash mining was proposed in 2006, it triggered global alarm.  The ‘Think Pink’ campaign, led by 
BirdLife with our local Partner Nature Tanzania, to protect the lake, succeeded in halting the plan. Since then, 
the work has focused on sustainable ecotourism, with women, youth and tour guides finding new livelihoods, 
supported by a growing Community Revolving Fund (CRF). But the threat returned in May this year when new 
plans for a soda ash mining plant were revived. BirdLife and Nature Tanzania have responded with urgent 
advocacy, media outreach, and local engagement, working with the community to foster a unified voice among 
surrounding villages against this project.  Our message is clear:  Lake Natron is not just a Tanzanian treasure, 
it’s a lifeline for the Lesser Flamingo and its future must be one of conservation, not destruction.  
 

 
Lesser Flamingos and other wildlife at Lake Natron. © Akshita Rabdiya  

https://www.ramsar.org/our-work/wetlands-international-importance
https://datazone.birdlife.org/site/factsheet/lake-natron-and-engaruka-basin
https://datazone.birdlife.org/species/factsheet/lesser-flamingo-phoeniconaias-minor
https://naturetanzania.or.tz/
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Yala Swamp, Kenya: Community advocacy for wetland conservation  
In Kenya, Yala Swamp stretches across 20,000 hectares on the shores of Lake Victoria.  It’s not only a 
sanctuary for rare species like the Papyrus Gonolek and Sitatunga Antelope, but also provides ecosystem 
services for over 250,000 people.  
 
Yet, despite years of conservation progress led by our Partner Nature Kenya, Yala Swamp faces a crisis.  In 
2022, two massive land deals allocated over 10,000 hectares for sugarcane plantations, which has put over half 
the swamp at risk of ecological collapse.  
 
With support from BirdLife and Nature Kenya, community advocacy groups are stepping up to protect their 
landscapes.  They’re hosting awareness meetings, broadcasting informative radio programmes, taking legal 
action in court, and advocating for the adoption of a land use plan that safeguards both people and nature.  
 
Toondah Harbour: A bay saved   
On the other side of the world, another wetland has been saved. Toondah Harbour, part of the Moreton 
Bay Ramsar site in Queensland, Australia, is a critical feeding ground for migratory shorebirds like the 
Endangered Far Eastern Curlew. Despite its international protected status under the Ramsar Convention, a 
real estate project threatened to destroy over 40 hectares of this vital habitat. 
 
Thanks to a decade of grassroots campaigning led by our Partner BirdLife Australia and the Save Toondah 
Alliance, the developer withdrew the proposal in April 2024 in response to public pressure.  It’s a huge win for 
birds and wetlands, and also a reminder of the power of civil society acting to defend nature. 
 
But Toondah is more than a single win, it’s a rallying cry.  The near-approval of the real estate project exposed 
weaknesses in Australia’s environmental laws, which are now under review.  As BirdLife Australia emphasises, 
lasting protection for wetlands requires stronger policies and persistent public advocacy. 
 

Far Eastern Curlew. © Wang LiQiang/Shutterstock 
 
A turning point for wetlands 
At Ramsar COP15, we stand alongside more than 20 BirdLife Partners to amplify the voices of those living and 
working on the frontlines of wetland conservation.  The message is urgent: we need lasting legal protections, 
targeted investment in the protection, restoration and effective management of wetlands as well as innovative 
financing solutions from both public and private sources to fund the work needed. 
 
BirdLife is building these solutions, and we stand ready to support governments in delivering on their 
commitments to safeguard their national wetlands.  Join us in being part of the solution for wetlands!    
 
  

https://datazone.birdlife.org/site/factsheet/yala-swamp-complex
https://datazone.birdlife.org/species/factsheet/papyrus-gonolek-laniarius-mufumbiri
https://naturekenya.org/
https://birdlife.org.au/news/toondah-harbour-is-saved/?srsltid=AfmBOopSnsdsMub3AbvAtYyxwtaECHIAqPxXSJIy5GrVyFJq8fOIm4tT
https://datazone.birdlife.org/site/factsheet/moreton-bay-and-pumicestone-passage
https://datazone.birdlife.org/site/factsheet/moreton-bay-and-pumicestone-passage
https://datazone.birdlife.org/species/factsheet/far-eastern-curlew-numenius-madagascariensis
https://birdlife.org.au/?srsltid=AfmBOorfdUVOXSXQgZBkIjiVrBW-sdgYJpU8AFi8McuKZrHoAyHVhBI6
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AviList Unites the World’s Bird Species 
11 June 2025 
 

 
Header image: Common Teal (Anas crecca crecca) will now be considered the nominate race of Green-winged 
Teal (Anas crecca) on AviList © Nick Vorobey/Shutterstock 
 
The publication of AviList means that for the first time ever, we have a unified global checklist of the species of 
bird found on planet Earth. 
 
The publication of AviList today means that, for the first time ever, there is a unified global checklist of all bird 
species found on planet Earth. 
 
AviList is a brand-new, complete global checklist of species and taxonomy. Containing 11,131 species, 19,879 
subspecies, 2,376 genera, 252 families and 46 orders, it brings together the latest global thinking on what 
constitutes a species and shakes up our understanding of the avian world. 
 
Until now, ornithologists, conservationists and birders have used a selection of global checklists, each with its 
own reasoning on what constitutes a specific species of bird. AviList’s unified view has been developed by the 
Working Group on Avian Checklists, containing representatives from BirdLife International, the Cornell Lab of 
Ornithology, the American Ornithological Society, the International Ornithologists’ Union IOU) and Avibase. The 
new checklist will replace the International Ornithological Community and Clements lists and will be updated 
annually. 
 
“The adoption of a single unified global taxonomic list for birds will benefit conservation, removing the current 
confusion and uncertainty resulting from the existence of multiple lists. It will make it easier for birders, 
scientists, policymakers and conservationists to share information, use and link different online platforms, and 
share a common understanding of avian distribution, ecology and conservation priorities.” 
Dr Stuart Butchart, Chief Scientist at BirdLife 
 
With our conservation work around the globe protecting the most vulnerable species and keeping common birds 
common, BirdLife will transition from our current list to AviList over the next few years. This ensures we continue 
helping populations thrive and keep the IUCN Red List up-to-speed with the very latest status updates. 
 
Once fully aligned, the benefits for sustainable taxonomic work, global authority and clarity on conservation 
priorities are immense – and BirdLife’s DataZone, the IUCN Red List, Cornell Lab’s eBird and Birds of the World 
platforms will all be directly compatible. For more information, visit datazone.birdlife.org/about-our-
science/taxonomy.   

https://datazone.birdlife.org/about-our-science/taxonomy
https://datazone.birdlife.org/about-our-science/taxonomy
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Similarly, Green-winged Teal (Anas crecca carolinensis) will be viewed as a race of Green-winged Teal (Anas 

crecca) on AviList © Mvramesh/Shutterstock 
 
“With hundreds of differences between the various checklists to resolve, each of them requiring the team to pull 
together and consider all the evidence, the process took almost four years. The process allowed us to develop a 
whole new perspective on the world’s birds, and AviList should become the standard reference on global avian 
diversity for decades to come.”  Dr Paul Donald, BirdLife’s representative on AviList 
 

 
AviList will split Hudsonian Whimbrel (Numenius hudsonicus) to become a species in its own right, rather than a 

subspecies of Whimbrel (Numenius phaeopus) © Look.animalia/Shutterstock 
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While Whimbrel will now be recognised as Eurasian Whimbrel (Numenius phaeopus) on AviList’s unified global 
checklist of bird species © P_vaida/Shutterstock 

 
Download the new checklist for free at www.avilist.org. It is available in full or as a short version 
containing just the most essential fields, in both .xlsx and .csv formats. 
 
 

MYSMA Log June & July 2025 
Australasian Wader Study Group 
 
Thank you to the traditional owners of the land we conduct the surveys on, Yawuru, Karajarri and Nyangumarta.  
Thank you to the pastoral lease holders, The Stoate family of Anna Plains and The Greys of Thangoo for 
access.  
Thanks to the volunteer researchers, Caitlin Kelly, Caitlin Shiell, Connie Grohmann, Franky O’Connor, Kerry 
Hadley, Rob Berry. And the professional researchers, David Secomb, and Nigel Jackett.  
Higel Jackett’s support of the project through his role as Coordinator (Eighty Mile Beach and Coastal Reserves) 
is particularly during his time in the post. Additional thanks go to the Broome DBCA office for support and in 
particular Jason Fong and Kanichi Shioji for piloting the boat and making the Bush Point count successful.  
 
June 08 & 09 2025  
0 - 20 km north was not surveyed. This section typically supports only a few hundred migratory shorebirds 
 during the winter, and previous monitoring has shown consistently low usage. Due to limited team 
 capacity, logistical challenges, and safety considerations, resources were prioritised toward the long-
 term monitoring section from 0 – 60 km south, where shorebird  abundance is highest.   
0 - 15 km south was an easy and accurate count with settled birds and numbers. There was very little 
 disturbance.  
15 - 35 km south was an easy and accurate count with. There was very little disturbance.   
35 - 50 km south was an easy and accurate count with minimal disturbance. A Black-tailed Gull Larus 
 crassirostris was seen at 39 km south, which is a rarely detected species in Australia.  
50 - 60 km was an accurate count although 200-300 birds were counted in flight due to disturbance from White-
 bellied Sea-eagle, Australian Hobby and Whistling Kite. A Eurasian Curlew Numenius arquata was seen 
 at 58 km south, which is similarly rarely detected in Australia.  
 
The team camped at Anna Plains Station Homestead.  
  

https://www.avilist.org/
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July 12 2025  
Counts conducted on the northern shores of Roebuck Bay  
Professional Researchers: Chris Hassell, David Secomb  
Volunteer Researchers: Caitlin Kelly, Caitlin Shiell N Jackett  
 
On the count day the observers watched the mudflats from Mirda Tree (referred to as One Tree Point in 
previous MYSMA reports e.g. Rogers et al 2020) looking out over the mudflats at Crab Creek for 1 hour, to 
monitor birds that fly in to and beyond the mangroves of Crab Creek to areas where they cannot be counted on 
the same day*.  
 
No migrants were seen to fly behind the mangroves. In previous years when conditions are suitable, this area 
has been a regular haunt for some species of shorebirds and terns. However, despite the recent rain it appears 
that migrant shorebirds are not using it unless birds are there permanently and not commuting from the mudflats 
to the lakes. During the last few years, the two ephemeral lakes that we refer to as Kidneybean Claypan and 
Duck Lake (Rogers et al. 2001) have become progressively saltier. So much so that now when they are dry, 
they have a thick salt crust on them. This may reduce the food resources available to shorebirds in the lakes 
(but see Pied Stilt below). The areas should still hold roosting opportunities, so we are not certain of the exact 
reasons for the migrant shorebirds appearing not to use them.  
 
There are unprecedented numbers of Pied Stilt in the bay this winter. The average number over the last 32 
years of surveys is 588. There were approximately 14,333 on the mudflats at Crab Creek as we counted from 
Mirda Tree. When the grasslands of Roebuck Plains flood there can be tens of thousands of Pied Stilts breeding 
there.  
 
But that doesn’t translate into there being huge numbers in the bay. This year is exceptional, and presumably 
implies that at present, the bay offers more suitable foraging for Pied Stilts than alternative sites (such as 
freshwater wetlands) where the species is usually more numerous. The huge flock from the mudflats split 
roughly 50/50 between flying out towards Kidneybean and going to the traditional roosts on the northern shores. 
 
The count was difficult with the migrant birds restricted to 2 beaches as nearly all the other beaches had people 
on them. We recommend that DBCA give serious consideration to making two beaches’ people free (just the 
beach itself) for the 5-hour high tide period during the months of mid-April to mid-October. It is a very small 
inconvenience to bay users but very important to the shorebirds and their welfare and the spectacle they bring 
to the bay. In addition to the lack of available beach roosts this year the beaches that were available to the birds 
were being shared with thousands of Pied Stilts. 
 
The stilts dominated the shoreline in a band a few metres wide, and this pushed the migrants nearer the cliff 
where they feel more in danger from bird of prey attack and presumably contributed their extreme nervousness. 
 
A single observer checked Simpson’s Beach where there were zero birds. This beach is usually devoid of 
shorebirds in winter, as it was this year.  
 
July 13 2025  
Count conducted at Bush Point, southern Roebuck Bay.  
Professional Researchers: Chris Hassell, David Secomb.  
Volunteer Researchers: Caitlin Kelly, Caitlin Shiell, Franky O’Connor, Rob Berry.  
 
Due to the winter rainfall, we arranged with the local Broome DBCA for access by boat. This was very 
successful with beautifully calm seas and a quick comfortable trip both to and from the site.  
 
The count was a good count at both the north and the south. There was some disturbance around high tide but 
nothing untoward. The team on the northern sand spit, as always, keep a vigilant lookout to the north and saw 
no flocks flying above the mangroves where they could potentially roost in small bays outside of the main count 
area. They were confident no large numbers of shorebirds were concealed there.  
 
A Tibetan Sand Plover, a rarely recorded shorebird in Australia, was seen with the large flock of Greater Sand 
Plovers and small numbers of Siberian Sand Plovers. Good views were obtained. The bird was in some 
‘orange’, but faded, breeding plumage on the breast that stretched well down towards the belly but did not show 
on the crown. The bird showed a solid black band from the ear-coverts, through the eyes and across the frons, 
contrasting with the nearby Siberian Sand Plovers (those that were in breeding plumage), they were showing 
the bright white spots in the frons typical of that species. The Greater Sand Plovers (those that were in breeding 
plumage) had very narrow orange breast bands and the big heavy bill contrasting with the finer bill of the 
Tibetan.  
C Hassell 17-07-2025  
Rogers, D.I., A. Boyle and C. Hassell. 2001. Occasional counts No 5: Wader counts on Kidneybean Claypan 
and adjacent Roebuck Plains, North-western Australia. Stilt 38: 57-63.  
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Support Needed to Protect Important Wetlands in South Korea 
Eaafswg<eaafswg-bounces@lists.fws.gov> 
  
Dear Fellow Bird Conservation Scientists, 
 
With apologies for any cross-posting or cold posting, I hope you will not mind me asking if you might be willing 
to lend a little of your time to support folks in Korea who are doing all that we can to challenge the construction 
of the proposed Saemangeum New Airport, within internationally important wetland and within 5-6km or the 
Geum Estuary, the most important site for shorebirds within the Republic of Korea's Getbol World Heritage 
property. 
 
Currently, there are plans to build 10 or more new airports in the ROK. Four of these proposed airports, if they 
were to go ahead, would impact internationally important shorebird habitats (in Hwaseong FNS EAAF 142, in 
Cheonsu Bay FNS EAAF 046, in Saemangeum and in the Nakdong Estuary EAAF 097). 
 
The most immediately urgent among these is the proposed Saemangeum New Airport, to be built within the last 
remaining area of semi-tidal wetland (known as Sura) which is still used by large numbers of shorebirds in what 
was - pre-seawall closure in 2006 - the most important known shorebird site in the Yellow Sea. Most of these 
shorebirds, such as Grey Plover, forage in the immediately adjacent Seocheon Getbol Korean Tidal Flat World 
Heritage property (what used to be known as the Geum Estuary, EAAF 100 & EAAF 101) and use Sura for 
roosting during highest high tides; while some species, e.g., Red-necked Stints, forage there through all tide 
states. 
 
A court case opposing this airport is still ongoing (the court has delayed giving its opinion for several weeks) and 
most of the process of two environmental assessments have been conducted, with the supplementary impact 
assessment still under review by the regional environmental office. 
 
In order to encourage the regional environmental office to call for a new assessment or to reject the airport 
proposal flat out, an alliance of groups is trying multiple approaches to raise awareness and concerns. 
 
One way is to ask for as many experts as possible to sign on to a letter of concern. 
 
This letter is at: 
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fdocument%2Fd%2
F1vu8q183X0fRP7l2Fq0oFEdVRnwFrVgaRZWUONEZC-
Mo%2Fedit%3Fusp%3Dsharing&data=05%7C02%7Crichard_lanctot%40fws.gov%7Cf37429032af141af016108
dddfb969ba%7C0693b5ba4b184d7b9341f32f400a5494%7C0%7C0%7C638912709626261724%7CUnknown%
7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCI
sIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=bHF2VZED5OOvUYF4BxYy3cvgZWcFoW7OIB8mwqHVsWA
%3D&reserved=0 
 
The more experts from outside of Korea that could sign this, the better. 
 
Would it be possible to sign on - if you agree with the contents - and to pass the link onto as many people in 
your network as possible? 
 
If you or any of your colleagues or contacts are interested in learning a little more, please see: 
 
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.birdskoreablog.org%2F%3Fp%3D3
0206&data=05%7C02%7Crichard_lanctot%40fws.gov%7Cf37429032af141af016108dddfb969ba%7C0693b5ba
4b184d7b9341f32f400a5494%7C0%7C0%7C638912709626302112%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFb
XB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C
0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zKwD%2F9r%2B2GMxjaaNvfyFc3%2FhJkheQ1na3CbXqYXmGNI%3D&reserved=0 
and if you can bear it: 
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.birdskoreablog.org%2F%3Fp%3D2
9075&data=05%7C02%7Crichard_lanctot%40fws.gov%7Cf37429032af141af016108dddfb969ba%7C0693b5ba
4b184d7b9341f32f400a5494%7C0%7C0%7C638912709626316732%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFb
XB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C
0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Kx77U%2FsKtk46qDHXNuX1L6cS7DbHBQh6pXaOGkp%2FXDM%3D&reserved=0 
and 
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.birdskoreablog.org%2F%3Fp%3D2
7329&data=05%7C02%7Crichard_lanctot%40fws.gov%7Cf37429032af141af016108dddfb969ba%7C0693b5ba
4b184d7b9341f32f400a5494%7C0%7C0%7C638912709626330991%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFb

mailto:eaafswg-bounces@lists.fws.gov
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1vu8q183X0fRP7l2Fq0oFEdVRnwFrVgaRZWUONEZC-Mo/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1vu8q183X0fRP7l2Fq0oFEdVRnwFrVgaRZWUONEZC-Mo/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1vu8q183X0fRP7l2Fq0oFEdVRnwFrVgaRZWUONEZC-Mo/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1vu8q183X0fRP7l2Fq0oFEdVRnwFrVgaRZWUONEZC-Mo/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1vu8q183X0fRP7l2Fq0oFEdVRnwFrVgaRZWUONEZC-Mo/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1vu8q183X0fRP7l2Fq0oFEdVRnwFrVgaRZWUONEZC-Mo/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1vu8q183X0fRP7l2Fq0oFEdVRnwFrVgaRZWUONEZC-Mo/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.birdskoreablog.org/?p=30206
https://www.birdskoreablog.org/?p=30206
https://www.birdskoreablog.org/?p=30206
https://www.birdskoreablog.org/?p=30206
https://www.birdskoreablog.org/?p=30206
https://www.birdskoreablog.org/?p=29075
https://www.birdskoreablog.org/?p=29075
https://www.birdskoreablog.org/?p=29075
https://www.birdskoreablog.org/?p=29075
https://www.birdskoreablog.org/?p=29075
https://www.birdskoreablog.org/?p=27329
https://www.birdskoreablog.org/?p=27329
https://www.birdskoreablog.org/?p=27329
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XB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C
0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=AoV1%2F9ltaB8rfnc4jyr4CjE1aNaZ7npE0qX0NU%2B6rbY%3D&reserved=0 
 
And for more on the Sura Wetland, please see: 
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Foursura.org%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cric
hard_lanctot%40fws.gov%7Cf37429032af141af016108dddfb969ba%7C0693b5ba4b184d7b9341f32f400a5494
%7C0%7C0%7C638912709626343771%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYi
OiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Mpq5
EVWN71WTHI583ArBqMFPHfDnEiex%2F75t0bS2nBY%3D&reserved=0 
 
Thank you sincerely for your kind consideration. 
 
With best wishes, 
Nial Moores, PhD (Conservation of Avian Biodiversity), 
National Director, Birds Korea (Republic of Korea) 
 
IUCN SSC Threatened Waterfowl Specialist Group 
Voluntary eBird Reviewer, ROK and DPRK 
 
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.birdskoreablog.org%2F&data=05%
7C02%7Crichard_lanctot%40fws.gov%7Cf37429032af141af016108dddfb969ba%7C0693b5ba4b184d7b9341f3
2f400a5494%7C0%7C0%7C638912709626356792%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOn
RydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&
sdata=ujQtwF0SciDSSIZVAoN7TWOpXS2oWho2wXIR5SLzywM%3D&reserved=0 
 

Birds Korea / 새와 생명의 터: Dedicated to the conservation of birds and their habitats in Korea and the wider 

Yellow Sea Eco-region. 
 
 

Protect our Planet: Shorebird Monitoring 
Elise Hanslip on February 23, 2024  
 
Every summer around 30,000 migratory shorebirds call the intertidal sandflats of Brisbane Airport’s foreshore 
home. The sandflats represent an important feeding habitat within Moreton Bay, an official Ramsar site, one of 
only five in Queensland.  
 
For the past 12 years, Brisbane Airport Corporation (BAC) has been monitoring the shorebird population and 
species present to ensure their habitat is protected for future generations. Belinda Kennewell, Environment 
Manager at BAC, shares insights into BAC’s commitment to growing sustainably and how the shorebird 
monitoring program came to be. 
 

 
Mixed flock on the mangrove edge 

 
“Here at BAC, we have in-house Environment and Sustainability Teams that provide specialist advice to support 
the business to protect the environment of Brisbane Airport in the long-term and to ensure that we grow 
sustainably.   
  

https://www.birdskoreablog.org/?p=27329
https://www.birdskoreablog.org/?p=27329
https://oursura.org/
https://oursura.org/
https://oursura.org/
https://oursura.org/
https://oursura.org/
https://www.birdskoreablog.org/
https://www.birdskoreablog.org/
https://www.birdskoreablog.org/
https://www.birdskoreablog.org/
https://www.birdskoreablog.org/
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Particularly as we're embarking on Future BNE, our biggest transformation growth projects, investing more than 
$5 billion at Brisbane Airport to ensure we're ready to meet the needs of Queensland’s future population and our 
community while growing responsibly,” said Belinda. 
 
As part of BAC’s conservation efforts, a dedicated Biodiversity Zone, representing 285 hectares, was 
established in 2010. 
 
“The Biodiversity Zone here at Brisbane Airport is really special. It's an area that BAC has dedicated purely for 
biodiversity conservation purposes. So, the size of that area is 285 hectares which is around 10% of all our 
airport lands. To put that into perspective, it's almost the size of Manhattan’s Central Park.  By conserving this 
land, what we're doing is providing habitat, including wetlands and grass habitats for important native species. 
That includes protected species like our migratory shorebirds,” said Belinda.  
 
Migrating from one side of the planet to the other, one of the species of shorebirds is the Bar-tailed Godwit, 
these endurance flyers are the world record holders for non-stop flight. They have been recorded travelling 
13,500km from Alaska to Tasmania in only 11 days flying at an average of more than 50km/h. 
 
Assisting BAC with the shorebird monitoring program is Biodiversity Assessment and Management (BAAM), an 
ecological consultancy organisation that has been providing a variety of ecological assessments and monitoring 
to BAC for the past 10 years.  
 
“The monitoring was initially undertaken as part of the New Parallel Runway development as Brisbane Airport 
grew. However, it is a great program, adding significant value to our understanding of shorebird populations in 
our Biodiversity Zones, so it is a program that we have continued since the New Parallel Runway opening and 
intend to continue,” said Belinda. 
 
BAAM Principal Ecologist Penn Lloyd shares the diverse range of species identified from the monitoring over 
the years, including several threatened species.  
 
“The migratory shorebirds we saw, starting from the largest, is the Far Eastern Curlew, Bar-tailed Godwit, 
Eurasian Whimbrel, Great Knot, Red Knot, Curlew Sandpiper, Sharp-tailed Sandpiper, Redneck Stint, Pacific 
Golden Plover, Grey Plover, Lesser Sand Plover, Red-capped Plover and Masked lapwing,” said Penn.  
“Monitoring results continue to indicate the significance of the Brisbane Airport foreshore as an undisturbed 
feeding ground for migratory shorebirds. Interestingly, aircraft movements overhead do not disturb the 
shorebirds, however, birds of prey overhead do!” said Penn. 
 
Belinda explains that the efforts of restricting this area are proving to be effective in ensuring the shorebirds can 
forage and roost. 
 
“The evidence is telling us that aside from some annual variability, the population of migratory shorebirds here in 
Moreton Bay is stable.  “We've recorded a total of 49 different water birds and coastal raptors that have either 
been foraging or roosting along the Brisbane Airport foreshore. This includes 21 different species of migratory 
shorebirds, eight resident shorebird species, 26 other types of water bird species and four coastal raptor 
species. So, we have a lot of species richness in terms of our bird populations.” 
 
“The feeding area for the shorebirds is a restricted area and there's very tightly controlled access to that land. 
So as a result, the shorebirds foraging in that area receive very limited disturbance by people in comparison to 
similar habitats along the other shores of Moreton Bay that are closer to more densely populated suburbs,” said 
Belinda. 
 
As Brisbane Airport continues to grow with Queensland’s population, the BAC team have their sights set on a 
journey of constant improvement and that includes implementing an accelerated Sustainability Strategy. 
 
“I’m excited to be a part of the BAC team as we continue our sustainability journey; building on past 
achievements such as establishing our Biodiversity Zone and putting our ambitious future sustainability 
commitments into action. We’ve accelerated our Net Zero target for scope 1 and 2 emissions by 25 years to 
2025 and that includes building another 5-megawatts of solar capacity by 2025,” said Belinda.  
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Bribie Island Nature Festival Friday 17th to Sunday 19th October 
 

Wings Over the World -- Sunday 19th October 
 
A chance to meet experts and see endangered shorebirds firsthand 
 
Did you know Bribie Island is a vital destination on one of Earth’s most extraordinary bird migrations? Discover 
how these global travellers connect our shores to the Arctic and with many Asian countries along the way. 
 
Each year, thousands of migratory shorebirds journey over 10,000 kilometres from the tundra of Russia and 
Alaska to the rich feeding grounds of Moreton Bay. Many spend the southern summer at Pumicestone Passage, 
using the vast tidal flats to refuel and Kakadu Beach Roost to rest at high tide. These remarkable birds—many 
threatened—including godwits, knots, plovers, stints, and the Critically Endangered Far-eastern Curlew, offer us 
the chance to see one of the world’s greatest avian spectaculars.  
 

 
 
Visit Kakadu Beach over the morning high tide, where friendly experts and volunteers will be on hand with 
spotting scopes and binoculars to help you identify these feathered visitors, and information stalls will offer 
advice on how we can all play a part in protecting them while they are gracing our shores. 
What to Bring 
 
Hat, water, sunscreen, insect repellant, bring binoculars if you have them. 
 
 

Learn about Moreton Bay Shorebirds at Beachmere Hub 
 
Saturday, 20 September 2025 | 10:00 AM to 12:00 PM 
 
Join us at Beachmere Hub for a free workshop on Moreton Bay’s migratory shorebirds. 
 
This workshop coincides with the arrival of shorebirds, returning from their winter migration. 
 
At this event, you’ll hear from the Queensland Wader Study group. You’ll learn about local and migratory bird 
species, birdwatching tips, and more. They’ll share their stories and expertise on these special birds. 
 
Children are welcome to join. They can listen to the presentation or join in some shorebird-themed creative arts. 
They can also play Agents of Discovery, a fun interactive app led by Agent Piper the Pied Oystercatcher. It will 
challenge their bird knowledge and spotting skills while exploring the outdoors. Learn more about Agents of 
Discovery.  

https://www.moretonbay.qld.gov.au/Events/Agents-Of-Discovery
https://www.moretonbay.qld.gov.au/Events/Agents-Of-Discovery
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Afterwards, make your way to the beachfront to put your new identification skills to the test. You can enjoy the 
sea breeze and watch as birds feed on the mudflats. 
 

 
 
When 

• Saturday, 20 September 2025 | 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM 
Location 

Beachmere Hub, Main Street, Beachmere, 4510, View map 
Contact 

Environment Centre Officer - esmailbox@moretonbay.qld.gov.au 
Audience 
This workshop is suitable for ages 6 years and over. 
 
 

Count Programme by Linda Cross 
 
The 2025 National Winter count was scheduled for 12 July. In total 80 sites (5 more than 2024) were counted.  
Of the 80 sites surveyed, 34 were counted on the count day and 26 sites were surveyed within 2 days either 
side of the count day and 9 were surveyed 3 days either side of the count day. A further 12 counts took place at 
various times between 30 June and 31 July. In addition, Moreton and St. Helena Island counts took place close 
to the count date and the results are included in the table below.  
 
Regrettably, 35 sites were not counted. The counts produced a total of 8,387 waders. 
 
In the table below are the results for the National Winter count with the totals in the last column for the 2024 
winter count for comparison. An additional 1,081 waders surveyed on Moreton Island (and recorded in a 
separate table in last year’s report) has been added to the table below bringing the 2024 count to 6,675. 
Species are listed as per IOC checklist.  
 
In the table there are notable increases and decreases for both resident and migratory species since the 2024 
winter count.  Terek Sandpiper, Marsh Sandpiper and Sharp-tailed Sandpiper do not appear in the table 
because none of these 3 species have been recorded for the 2025 or the 2024 winter count. 
 
In the table, 16 migratory (5 more than last year) and 10 resident (1 less than last year) species were recorded 
during the winter count with resident waders accounting for 58% (4,824) of the count.  Of those resident wader 
numbers, 65% were Pied Stilt and 12% were Red-capped Plover.  Migratory wader numbers were 42% (3,563) 
of the count with Bar-tailed Godwit accounting for 58% of migratory species followed by Far Eastern Curlew and 
Grey-tailed Tattler with 0.08% each. Central Moreton Bay sites recorded 31% of the total winter count, followed 
closely by North Moreton Bay with 29% and Great Sandy Strait region with 16%.  The increase in the 
percentage of species recorded in the Great Sandy Strait region was probably due to the results from counts at 
5 sites that have not been surveyed for a long time. Records from those sites included a couple of hundred 
Grey-tailed Tattler which helped contribute to the regional total numbers and the numbers for that species, 
placing it into the top 3 positions.  One of the extra mainland counts and an incidental sighting during island 
surveys also helped produce an increase in the number of Beach Stone-curlew for the region.  

https://maps.google.com/?q=Beachmere%20Hub%20Main%20Street%20%20Beachmere%204510
mailto:esmailbox@moretonbay.qld.gov.au
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Species FNQ CQ GSS SC NMB CMB SMB GC/ 
TH 

Totals 
2025 

Totals 
2024 

Beach Stone-curlew - - 9 2 2 - - 3 16 9 

Bush Stone-curlew - - - - - - - - - 3 

Pied Oystercatcher 2 2 28 6 106 137 155 8 444 341 

Sooty Oystercatcher - - 4 - - 1 - - 5 6 

Pied Stilt 33 67 330 111 829 1430 334 - 3134 2106 

Red-necked Avocet - - - - - 1 - - 1 34 

Grey Plover - - - - 4 - - - 4 - 

Pacific Golden Plover - - 6 5 20 3 11 - 45 18 

Black-fronted Dotterel 1 60 11 - 62 8 19 - 161 194 

Masked Lapwing 44 49 27 3 217 57 50 4 451 259 

Red-kneed Dotterel - - - - - 1 - - 1 4 

Siberian Sand Plover - - - - 12 1 - - 13 293 

Greater Sand Plover - - - - 1 - - - 1 - 

Double-banded Plover - 1 15 7 94 - 20 46 183 269 

Red-capped Plover 13 204 77 27 30 165 64 - 580 492 

Comb-crested Jacana - - 22 - 9 - - - 31 34 

Eurasian Whimbrel 2 - 12 - 29 22 17 8 90 204 

Far Eastern Curlew - - 72 3 116 81 43 3 318 200 

Bar-tailed Godwit 17 - 251 - 838 571 359 33 2069 1350 

Black-tailed Godwit - - - - - 5 - - 5 2 

Grey-tailed Tattler 4 - 249 1 7 - 10 - 271 16 

Common Greenshank 23 - - - - 2 1 - 26 - 

Ruddy Turnstone - - - - - - 1 - 1 5 

Great Knot 45 - 128 - - 54 - - 227 - 

Red Knot - - - - - 41 - - 41 - 

Curlew Sandpiper 1 - 3 - - 1 - - 5 30 

Red-necked Stint - - 62 - 86 51 65 - 264 803 

Sanderling - - - - - - - - - 3 

Total Wader Species 11 6 17 9 17 19 14 7 26 23 

Total Wader Numbers 185 383 1306 165 2462 2632 1149 105 8387 6675 

 
FNQ – Far North Queensland – Cairns and Cooktown (3 sites). (No counts for the Burdekin region) 
CQ – Central Queensland – Gladstone and Yeppoon (7 sites).  (No counts for Bundaberg or Mackay) 
GSS – Great Sandy Strait – Boonooroo and Hervey Bay (12 sites). (No counts for Tin Can Bay) 
SC – Sunshine Coast – Caloundra and Noosa River (7 sites). (No counts for Maroochydore) 
NMB – North Moreton Bay – Moreton Island, Redcliffe, Deception Bay, Bribie Island and Toorbul (24 sites) 
CMB – Central Moreton Bay – Port of Brisbane complex, St. Helena Island, Nudgee Beach, Kedron Brook and 
 Pine River (9 sites). (No count for Luggage Point) 
SMB – Southern Moreton Bay – Thornlands, Cleveland, North Stradbroke Island, Wellington Point, Thorneside, 
 Manly and Lytton (13 sites) 
GC/TH –Gold Coast (1 site). (No counts for Tweed Heads NSW). 
 
It should be noted that there are 12 sub sites within the Port of Brisbane complex but recorded as 1 site in the 
above explanation. 
 
Sightings for Beach Stone-curlew during the last 4 months have come from 8 sites with the highest count for 
each site as follows. Gables Point Rocks in Hervey Bay (5) on 10.05.25, Noosa River mouth sandbanks (3) on 
29.05.25, Wave Break sand island Gold Coast (3) on 09.07.25, Big Woody Island Great Sandy Strait (incidental 
sighting) (3) on 15.07.25, Buckley’s Hole Bribie Island (2) on 15.06.25, Kakadu Beach Bribie Island (2) on 
20.07.25, Boonooroo (2) on 12.07.25, Beck Road Booral Hervey Bay (2) on 12.07.25 and Barron River Cairns 
(2) on 24.05.25. 
 
A total of 27 sites recorded Pied Oystercatcher during the winter months with birds being counted in single 
digits at 15 sites and between 10 and 40 birds at 6 other sites.  However, Manly Harbour recorded (84) on 
12.07.25, Dunwich North Stradbroke one mile (69) on 12.07.25, Reeder’s Point Moreton Island (60) on 14.07.25 
and St. Helena Island Pier (58) on 15.07.25. 
 
In May, Pied Stilt were recorded at 20 sites and increased to 27 sites by the July count. High counts came from 
the Port of Brisbane complex (624) on 11.05.25 increasing to (675) on 13.07.25. Coolum Parade Wetlands 
Newport (463) on 10.05.25 and (327) on 14.07.25. Gregory Road Hays Inlet (385) on 12.07.25. Toorbul sites 
combined (305) on 15.06.25. Maaroom (270) on 12.07.25, Kedron Brook Wetlands (245) on 15.06.25.   
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Nudgee Beach (241) on 02.06.25. and Queens Esplanade Thorneside (202) on 22.06.25. Juvenile Pied Stilt 
sightings in flocks returning to the coast was only recorded at 2 sites. At Toorbul (13) juveniles were recorded in 
a flock of 269 birds on 13.07.25 and at Godwin Beach, (6) juveniles were recorded in a flock of 130 on 27.07.25. 
Thank you to the counters who took the time to check and record juvenile birds. 
 
Black-fronted Dotterel were recorded at 14 sites with the highest count recorded at Deception Bay claypan 
(60) on 12.07.25, Queensland Aluminium Limited Gladstone (49) on 11.07.25, King Street mudflat Thornlands 
(24) on 12.05.25, Kinka Wetlands Yeppoon (11) on 18.06.25, Garnett’s Lagoons Susan River Hervey Bay (11) 
on 12.07.25 and Lytton Claypan No 1 (10) on 18.06.25.  All other sites recorded less than 10 birds. 
 
Our most common resident wader, Masked Lapwing, seen frequently at foreshores and in suburbia is often 
overlooked when reporting on numbers. However, they were recorded at 43 sites over the last few months and 
at Deception Bay claypan a staggering (137) birds were recorded during the National Winter count on 12.07.25.  
The last time this species was recorded in such high numbers (149) was back in 2013 in one of the sites in 
Mackay.  Although nowhere near as high a total, Bishop’s Marsh at Toorbul recorded (45) on 15.06.25 followed 
by Cairns Esplanade (44) on 02.07.25, Caboolture River mouth (36) on 11.07.25, Queensland Aluminium 
Limited Gladstone (34) on 11.07.25 and Geoff Skinner Reserve (31) on 12.07.25 
 
Most of the cross Tasman visitor, Double-banded Plover, will have headed back to New Zealand by the time 
this newsletter arrives in your mailbox, with perhaps a straggler or 2 to be seen in early September.  In total, 14 
sites recorded this species during May, June and July with Dead Tree Beach Moreton Island recording the 
highest count (89) on 14.07.25 followed by Wave Break sand island Gold Coast with (46) on 09.07.25 and King 
Street mudflat Thornlands (21) on 12.05.25.  Counts between 10 and 20 were recorded at 3 sites and single 
digit numbers were recorded at 8 sites.  
 
Red-capped Plover were recorded at 33 sites and high counts for this species came from Queensland 
Aluminium Limited Gladstone with (123) on 09.05.25 followed by Gregory Road Hays Inlet (80) on 10.05.25, 
Pine Rivers Wetland Reserve (79) on 12.07.25, Port of Brisbane complex (74) on 11.05.25, O’Regans Creek 
westside Hervey Bay (61) on 12.05.25, Kinka Wetlands Yeppoon (56) on 12.07.25 and Garnett’s Lagoons 
Susan River Hervey Bay on 10.05.25.  Four sites recorded between 20 and 30 birds, and the other sites 
recorded less than 20 birds. 
 
Only 2 sites recorded Comb-crested Jacana during the winter months with the highest count for each site as 
follows: - Garnett’s Lagoons Susan River Hervey Bay (19) on 12.07.25 and Buckleys Hole Bribie Island (9) on 
04.05.25 
 
An extract from June counts in southern Moreton Bay, was a record for 1 Bar-tailed Godwit in full breeding 
plumage within a flock of 91 birds at Queens Esplanade Thorneside on 07.05.25. 
 
As I finish typing this article on 13 August the arrival of Far Eastern Curlew on their southward migration has 
already been recorded yesterday in Moreton Bay and, as September looms, many other species will be making 
their way back to Australia and New Zealand.  So, it is time to give your binoculars and telescopes a good clean 
in readiness to check out any birds sporting flags.  Some Bar-tailed Godwit will have a combination of coloured 
bands that require patience trying to get the combination for each leg correctly recorded (particularly if the bird 
stands on 1 leg for long periods).  Unlike green flagged birds that have had their flag fitted here in Moreton Bay 
and hang around for summer, orange flagged, and colour bands combination birds make their way back to 
Victoria and New Zealand and don’t hang around for long.  Recording juvenile birds in flocks is also important 
as it gives us an indication on how successful the birds have bred. 
 
Extracts from the May, June and July counts for migratory species appear below. Additional extracts for some 
resident waders and other birds can be found within this article and in the “Interesting wader sightings” section 
of the newsletter.  
 
Grey Plover: Reeders Point Moreton Island (4) on 14.07.25 and Boonooroo (1) on 09.05.25 
Pacific Golden Plover: Deception Bay claypan (20) on 12.07.25, Port of Brisbane complex (12) on 11.05.25 and 
 Maroochydore sites combined (10) on 08.05.25 
Siberian Sand Plover: Port of Brisbane complex (62) on 11.05.25, Queensland Aluminium Limited Gladstone 
 (15) on 09.05.25, Reeders Point Moreton Island (12) on 14.07.25 and Kinka Beach Yeppoon (2) on 
 10.05.25 
Greater Sand Plover: Reeder’s Point Moreton Island (1) on 14.07.25 
Eurasian Whimbrel: Gregory Road Hays Inlet (45) on 10.05.25 and Toorbul (29) on 13.07.25 
Far Eastern Curlew: Kakadu Beach Bribie Island (78) on 20.07.25 and (63) on 25.05.25, Port of Brisbane 
 complex (77) on 11.05.25, Maaroom (51) on 10.05.25, King Street mudflat Thornlands (50) on 12.05.25 
 and Boonooroo (50) on 09.05.25 
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Bar-tailed Godwit: Port of Brisbane complex (552) on 11.05.25, Reeders Point Moreton Island (400) on 
 14.07.25, Toorbul (332) on 10.05.25, Kakadu Beach Bribie Island (260) on 22.07.25 and Maaroom 
 (250) on 12.07.25 
Black-tailed Godwit: Gregory Road Hays Inlet (5) on 12.07.25, Cairns Esplanade (2) on 25.05.25 and Maaroom 
 (1) on 10.05.25 
Terek Sandpiper: Toorbul (16) on 15.06.25 
Common Sandpiper: Queensland Aluminium Limited Gladstone (1) on 09.05.25 
Grey-tailed Tattler: Picnic Island Great Sandy Strait (193) on 15.07.25, Port of Brisbane complex (157) on 
 11.05.25 and Maaroom (56) on 12.07.25 
Marsh Sandpiper: Queens Esplanade Thorneside (4) on 01.05.25 
Common Greenshank: Queens Esplanade Thorneside (2) on 15.06.25, Gregory Road Hays Inlet (1) on 
 12.07.25, Geoff Skinner Reserve (1) on 12.07.25 and Port of Brisbane complex (1) on 13.07.25 
Ruddy Turnstone: Port of Brisbane complex (12) on 11.05.25 and Geoff Skinner Reserve (6) on 10.05.25 
Great Knot: Maaroom (127) on 12.07.25, Gregory Road Hays Inlet (54) on 12.07.25, Port of Brisbane complex 
 (49) on 11.05.25 and Cairns Esplanade (41) on 02.07.25 
Red Knot: Gregory Road Hays Inlet (41 – a high number of overwintering birds) on 12.07.25 and the Port of 
 Brisbane complex (35) on 11.05.25 
Sharp-tailed Sandpiper: Gregory Road Hays Inlet (16) on 10.05.25 and Port of Brisbane complex (5) on 
 11.05.25 
Curlew Sandpiper: Port of Brisbane complex (71) on 11.05.25 
Red-necked Stint: Port of Brisbane complex (363) on 11.05.25, Gregory Road Hays Inlet (205) on 10.05.25 and 
 Queensland Aluminium Limited Gladstone (122) on 09.05.25 
 
Unfortunately, it is not always possible to include all articles in the paper version of the newsletter as there is a 
page limit for posting, so “Interesting wader sightings” and “Not waders but of interest anyway” sections may not 
appear. However, if you have an email address, please ask for the electronic version, which has all the articles 
that could not be included in the paper version. The electronic version is also in colour. 
 

Breeding records – resident waders: 
Pied Stilt: Queens Esplanade Thorneside (pair copulating) on 28.06.25 
Masked Lapwing: Scarborough Marina rock walls (2 juveniles) on 14.07.25. Garnett’s Lagoons Susan River 
 Hervey Bay (2 chicks) on 12.0.25 
Red-capped Plover: Maaroom (female sitting on a nest with 2 eggs) on 12.07.25. Queensland Aluminium 
 Limited Gladstone (4 nesting) on 09.05.25 
 
Thank you to the counters who took the time to record breeding records for resident waders. 
 
Counters not entering their counts online, please continue to send them to me at my email or postal address as 
follows:  xenus69@bigpond.com 
Snail mail:  40 Thompson Road, Bellmere. Qld 4510    Phone:  5495 2758 Mobile:  0490 080 340 
 
A reminder that Leg flag sightings must not be entered online during count entry. Please note that you can now 
enter flagged and banded sightings on the new website. If you prefer, you can email sightings to Jon Coleman 
(email address legflags@waders.org.au . You can also contact Jon, Phil or me for the Leg Flag Observation 
Report Form. 
 
Happy counting. Linda Cross. 
 

Interesting resident wader sightings  
Sooty Oystercatcher: Duck Island Great Sandy Strait (4) on 15.07.25, Gables Point Rocks Hervey Bay (2) on 
 08.05.25, St. Helena Island north (1) on 15.07.25 and an incidental sighting at the Harbour wall at 
 Urangan (8) on 06.07.25 
Red-necked Avocet: Kedron Brook Wetlands (1) on 13.07.25 
Red-kneed Dotterel: Garnett’s Lagoons Susan River Hervey Bay (5) on 10.05.25, Bishop’s Marsh Toorbul (3) on 
 15.06.25 and Kedron Brook Wetlands (1) on 15.06.25 and (1 immature) on 13.07.25 
 

Not waders but of interest anyway  
Plumed Whistling Duck: Maaroom (35) on 10.05.25 
Wandering Whistling Duck: Buckley’s Hole Bribie Island (27) on 22.06.25 
Black Swan: Kinka Wetlands Yeppoon (133) on 10.05.25 and Port of Brisbane complex (96) on 11.05.25 
Radjah Shelduck: Queensland Aluminium Limited Gladstone (13) on 11.07.25, Maaroom (3) on 10.05.25 and 
 Combers Paddock Boonooroo (1) on 12.07.25  
Australasian Shoveler: Garnett’s Lagoons Susan River Hervey Bay (2) on 10.05.25 
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Chestnut Teal: Port of Brisbane complex (338) on 13.07.25, Kedron Brook Wetlands (286) on 13.07.25 and 
 Manly Harbour (181) on 11.05.25 
Buff-banded Rail: Kakadu Beach Bribie Island (3) on 25.05.25 and (2) on 15.06.25, Boonooroo (2) on 12.07.25, 
 Kedron Brook Wetlands (1) on 11.05.25, Kinka Wetlands Yeppoon (1) on 12.07.25 and Maaroom (1) on 
 10.05.25 
Dusky Moorhen: Port of Brisbane complex (128) on 13.07.25 
Eurasian Coot: Port of Brisbane complex (141) on 13.07.25 and Manly Harbour (1 - first record for site and 
 unusual at site) on 12.07.25 
Brolga: Kinka Wetlands Yeppoon (10) on 10.05.25, Garnett’s Lagoons Susan River Hervey Bay (6) on 10.05.25 
 and Bishop’s Marsh Toorbul (2) on 15.06.25 
Little Tern: O’Regans Creek westside Hervey Bay (5) on 12.07.25 
Australian Tern: Geoff Skinner Reserve (136) on 10.05.25 and Barron River Cairns (130) on 30.06.25 
Caspian Tern: Port of Brisbane complex (88) on 11.05.25 and Toorbul (46) on 10.05.25 
Lesser Crested Tern: Manly Harbour (12) on 12.07.25, Gables Point Rocks Hervey Bay (9) on 12.04.25, Picnic 
 Island Great Sandy Strait (8) on 15.07.25, O’Regans Creek westside Hervey Bay (3) on 12.07.25, 
 Reeders Point Moreton Island (1) on 14.07.25 and St. Helena Isand (1) on 15.07.25  
Greater Crested Tern: Noosa River mouth sandbanks (165) on 29.05.25 
Silver Gull: Cairns Esplanade (77) on 02.07.25 
Black-necked Stork: Garnett’s Lagoons Susan River Hervey Bay (2) on 10.05.25 and Bishop’s Marsh Toorbul 
 (1) on 13.07.25 
Australasian Gannet: Wave Break sand island Gold Coast (2) on 09.07.25 and Scarborough Marina rock walls 
 (1 – young bird) on 14.07.25 
Australasian Darter: Scarborough to Clontarf (18) on 14.07.25, Garnett’s Lagoons Susan River (13) on 10.05.25 
 and the Port of Brisbane complex (10) on 11.05.25 
Little Pied Cormorant: Scarborough to Clontarf (83) on 14.07.25  
Australian Pied Cormorant: Amity Point sandbank (370) on 14.07.25 and Caloundra sites combined (182) on 
 10.05.25 
Little Black Cormorant: Kakadu Beach Bribie Island (2,800 estimate) on 25.05.25, Toorbul (581) on 15.06.25 
 and Port of Brisbane complex (336) on 13.07.25 
Great Cormorant: Garnett’s Lagoons Susan River Hervey Bay (12) on 12.07.25 and Buckley’s Hole Bribie Island 
 (5 – 2 adults and 3 juveniles) on 22.06.25 
Australian White Ibis: Port of Brisbane complex (139) on 11.05.25 
Straw-necked Ibis: Bishop’s Marsh Toorbul (43) on 15.06.25 
Glossy Ibis: Garnett’s Lagoons Susan River Hervey Bay (2) on 10.05.25, Kedron Brook Wetlands (1) on 
 15.06.25 and Bishop’s Marsh Toorbul (1) on 10.05.25 
Royal Spoonbill: Port of Brisbane complex (110) on 11.05.25, Toorbul sites combined (66) on 15.06.25, 
 Combers Paddock Boonooroo (55) on 12.07.25 and Garnett’s Lagoons Susan River Hervey Bay (54) 
 on 10.05.25 
Black Bittern: Queensland Aluminium Limited Gladstone (1) on 11.07.25 
Nankeen Night Heron: Buckley’s Hole Bribie Island (2 – 1 adult and 1 juvenile) on 20.07.25 and Kedron Brook 
 Wetlands (1) on 13.07.25 
Pacific Reef Heron: Scarborough to Clontarf (1) on 14.07.25 
Little Egret: Cairns Esplanade (42) on 25.05.25 
White-faced Heron: Godwin Beach (68) on 20.07.25 and (60) on 25.05.25, Nandeebie Park Cleveland (40) on 
 12.07.25 
White-necked Heron: Kinka Wetlands Yeppoon (2) on 12.07.25 
Great Egret: Cairns Esplanade (23) on 02.07.25 and Toorbul (10) on 15.06.25 
Australian Pelican: Port of Brisbane complex (129) on 11.05.25, Reeders Point Moreton Island (95) on 14.07.25 
 and Kakadu Beach Bribie Island (68) on 25.05.25 
Black-shouldered Kite: Kedron Brook Wetlands (1) on 13.07.25, (1) on 15.06.25 and (1) on 11.05.25, Port of 
 Brisbane complex (1) on 13.07.25, King Street mudflat Thornlands (1) on 12.05.25 and Garnett’s 
 Lagoons Susan River Hervey Bay (1) on 10.05.25 
Pacific Baza: Lytton (1) on 12.07.25 
Wedge-tailed Eagle: Garnett’s Lagoons Susan River Hervey Bay (2) on 10.05.25 
Brown Goshawk: Nandeebie Park Cleveland (1) on 12.07.25, Queensland Aluminium Limited Gladstone (1) on 
 11.07.25 and Buckley’s Hole Bribie Island (1 juvenile) on 22.06.25 
Swamp Harrier: Port of Brisbane complex (1) on 11.05.25 and Garnett’s Lagoons Susan River Hervey Bay (1) 
 on 12.07.25 
Black Kite: Queensland Aluminium Limited Gladstone (6) on 09.05.25 
White-bellied Sea Eagle: Goat Island Moreton Bay (4) on 14.07.25 and Kedron Brook Wetlands (2 – 1 on nest 
 and 1 perched) on 13.07.25 
Nankeen Kestrel: Garnet’s Lagoons Susan River Hervey Bay (1) on 10.05.25 and 12.07.25 
Australian Hobby: Buckley’s Hole Bribie Island (1) on 20.07.25, Port of Brisbane complex (1) on 13.07.25, 
 Nudgee Beach (1) on 02.06.25, Kinka Beach Yeppoon (1) on 10.05.25 and Boonooroo (1) on 09.05.25. 
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Wader Watch by Jon Coleman 
 
Hi everyone,  
Welcome to wader watch. For the period June 2025- August 2025. Over this period only 70 records were 
received with the breakdown of those records shown below.  This is because our migratory shorebirds where 
most of our records come from are currently overseas but will be arriving back soon! 
 

Green Leg Flag sightings seen in QLD 
A total of 61 records of green flagged shorebirds were recorded during this period, with many records from the 
Manly/Wynnum Esplanade and Toorbul/Kakadu Beach areas. There were two records of green flagged birds 
interstate, all in New South Wales and a number recorded overseas in New Zealand and on northward 
migration in South Korea. One satellite tracked Bar-tailed Godwit is currently in North Korea feeding up before 
heading further north and our last remaining Far Eastern Curlew with a tracker is back on its breeding territory in 
northern China. 
 
Green Leg Flag Sightings seen Interstate 
Pied Oystercatcher 

A8 – 21/07/2025, Kingsford Smith Park, Ballina, NSW: ABBBS 
ATL- 21/07/2025, Kingsford Smith Park, Ballina, NSW: ABBBS 

 
Green Leg Flag Sightings seen Overseas 
Bar-tailed Godwit 

EC- 25/04/2025, Aphae Island, South Korea: Andreas Kim 
JBN- 25/04/2025, Aphae Island, South Korea: Andreas Kim 

Ruddy Turnstone 
AHU- 18/05/2025, Jinha-ri, Seosaeng-myeon, Ulju-gun, Ulsan, South Korea: Mi Rae Oh 

 

INTERSTATE FLAGGED BIRDS SEEN IN QLD 
Yellow Flagged Pied Oystercatchers from NSW 

C4-15/07/2025, St Helena Island: Gary Kane 
 

OVERSEAS FLAGGED BIRDS SEEN IN QLD 
Green over Orange (Yalu Jiang, China) leg flag sightings 
Great Knot 

E06 – 09/05/2025, Cairns Esplanade: Hidetoshi Kudo 
 
White (New Zealand) leg flag sightings 
Bar-tailed Godwit 

YRM- 08/04/2025, Cairns Esplanade: Glenn Israel 
YRM- 09/05/2025, Cairns Esplanade: Hidetoshi Kudo 

 
The following people and organisations contributed the data used in this report with apologies for any 
inadvertent omission: Akira, Andreas Kim, Arthur Keates, Chris Walker, Gary Kane, Glenn Israel, Helen 
 Leonard, Hidetoshi Kudo, John Lowry, Mark Clarke, Peter Evans, Sue Lee, Terry Burgess, Tony Cotter, 
 Una Sandeman and Wayne Matthews 
 
Every record received is incredibly valuable so thank you to everyone who contributed their sightings. Please 
remember if your submitting sightings to use our web site and enter your records there as we can process them 
online, they’re easy to enter and far easier to manage through that way. The web site is www.waders.org.au and 
click on the Report a Banded/ Leg Flagged Bird link on the home page. When completing a report only record 
what you see and don’t assume anything in terms of which leg the flag is on, or any other details, we’ll work with 
what you provide.  
 
SATELLITE TRACKING 
Our birds with Satellite Trackers have also been providing some data.  One Bar-tailed Godwit from Toorbul, JBB 
fitted with tracker in December 2023 is currently on its breeding grounds in Alaska and presumably getting 
ready for the long flight home top Moreton Bay.  
JBB Moved via North Korea in early April where it spends several weeks fattening up again for the next leg after 
its Brisbane to Korea flight (12 days, c. 8000km or 666km per day or a mean of 28km/hr for 12 days.  The bird 
then flew to the Alaskan Coast, before moving slowly north to its Tundra breeding grounds where the bird 
remains suggesting it is breeding successfully (9 days, c. 5400km or 600km per day) 
  

http://www.waders.org.au/
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Our Far Eastern Curlew originally banded at Geoff Skinner in 2018 again returned to its breeding grounds on 
the Chines/Russian Border region to breed and is current off the coast of Shanghai fattening up before returning 
to see us.  We also have a Bar-tailed Godwit and a Grey-tailed Tattler that started migration and then decided 
not to continue, both of which are currently on the southern coast of Papua New Guinea before returning to us.  
This is interesting and begs the question of how many birds migrate, how many start and realise they are not 
ready, and how many start and misjudge their migration and are never seen again.  The route of Grey-tailed 
Tattler DAH, banded at Manly Harbour in September 2024 is shown below. 
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Wader ID Days 
 

Wader ID day Manly Harbour (restricted area)  
Sunday 12 October 2025  

2.33m high tide at 1:27pm.  Meeting time 2:00pm. 
 
We’ll be there at high tide, hoping to see a good range of waders. It’s an ideal site for beginners as the birds are 
generally quite close, and you won’t have to walk through any mud. The sun will be little behind us which should 
be good viewing. 
 
This will be a good opportunity to access this site, which is normally closed to the public. However, under our 
access agreement with the State strict conditions apply. Participants will be required to sign a form 
acknowledging responsibility for their own health and safety, including: 
 
• wearing protective clothing at all times (e.g. hat, shoes, sunglasses) and using sunscreen 
• drinking water to avoid dehydration 
• using insect repellent if necessary 
• telling a group leader about any health issues that may affect taking part in the field trip 
• if feeling unwell, or concerned about someone else being unwell, immediately telling a group leader or 
 another participant 
• immediately telling a group leader or another participant about any injury suffered (including a slip, trip, 
fall and snake bite) or hazard that may cause injury to someone.  
 
Participants must wear enclosed footwear, have drinking water, and a jacket is advisable because of the 
likelihood of a westerly wind. The gate will be locked after we enter, and it will not be possible for late arrivals to 
participate. 
 
Meet at the end of Davenport Drive Manly, see link: where to meet. 
 
Bring binoculars, telescopes if you have one, drinking water and insect repellent. There are no public toilets at 
this site. 
 
Please arrive on time for our preliminary chat. You’ll need to be a BQ or QWSG member to attend, see link: 
become a member. Hopefully we’ll be able to identify all the birds and answer all your questions. 
 
Contact Gary Kane on 0412 423 023 or garykane1@gmail.com to register, and for more details. Participation 
will be strictly limited to people with confirmed registrations. 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Wader ID day Lytton Claypan (restricted area) 
Saturday 29 November 2025  

2.15m high tide at 4:01pm.  Meeting time 3:30pm. 
 
We’ll be there at high tide, hoping to see a good range of waders. Be aware there will be some walking involved, 
and the site can be a bit muddy. However, the sun should be low for good viewing 
 
This is a Port of Brisbane site, and permission will be sought before conducting the event. 
 
Meet in the car park of the Port of Brisbane Boat Ramp, off Port Drive. This is just to the south and east of the 
bridge that connects Lytton to the Port of Brisbane. see link: where to meet. 
 
Bring binoculars, telescopes if you have one, drinking water, insect repellent, and boots suitable for a bit of mud. 
There are public toilets in the car park. 
 
Please arrive on time for our preliminary chat. You’ll need to be a BQ or QWSG member to attend, see link: 
become a member. Hopefully we’ll be able to identify all the birds and answer all your questions. 
 
Contact Gary Kane on 0412 423 023 or garykane1@gmail.com to register, and for more details. Participation 
will be strictly limited to people with confirmed registrations. 
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Major Wetlands Conference Concludes Successfully at 
Victoria Falls 

1 July 2025 
 

 
In a major win for wetlands, the 15th Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Wetlands 
concluded successfully today under the strong leadership of Zimbabwe. 
 
The latest Global Wetland Outlook set the scene for the meeting: we’ve already lost 22% of our wetlands 
since 1970, and we’re currently on track to lose another 20% by 2050, potentially costing us $39 trillion in lost 
benefits. In light of these findings, BirdLife International called on governments to lean in, not take ten steps 
back on behalf of all six International Organisation Partners (IOPs) to the Convention. 
 
Major successes included: 

• the adoption of a new Strategic Plan for the Convention 2025-2034, to set the direction for wetland 
conservation and wise use over the 10 years, 

• a much-needed boost in finance for the Convention core budget (4,1%), 

• critical decisions for the BirdLife Partnership on wetland Other Effective Area-based Conservation 
Measures (OECMs), national action for wetland sites of flyway importance, the establishment of a 
Waterbird Estimates Partnership, as well as an ambitious programme of work for the Convention’s 
Scientific and Technical Review Panel. 

•  
There were great conversations at high-level events and side meetings on how to mobilise innovative financing 
and nature-based solutions for wetlands at scale, which BirdLife will follow up on together with our fellow IOPs. 
 
Implementation is now key! We encourage countries to align their work on the restoration, protection and 
effective management of wetlands with their work to deliver on the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity 
Framework. 
 
Hosted by BirdLife Zimbabwe, over 20 of our Partners joined the BirdLife International delegation at COP15, 
which kicked off with a policy and advocacy workshop focused on wetlands, followed by a flyways workshop for 
the Eastern part of the African-Eurasian flyway. 
 
As noted by the COP15 President, we are now “on a flyway to Panama” as the meeting accepted Panama’s 
offer to host the next Conference of the Parties – COP16 – in July 2028. 
 
We look forward to working with the wetland community to action these important decisions in the years to 
come! 
 
“For Zimbabwe, Ramsar COP15 provided a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity. The Convention has only been held 
in Africa once before, and BirdLife Zimbabwe showed up in force to showcase our work and engage in national 
conversations on wetlands and birds.  
 
  

https://www.global-wetland-outlook.ramsar.org/
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We look forward to supporting the Zimbabwean Government through their Presidency to champion actions for 
wetland protection and restoration, at home and abroad.” 
 

 
The International Organisation Partners at Ramsar COP15. 
 
“The BirdLife Partnership has worked tirelessly and brilliantly this week, showing up and speaking up for 
wetlands and waterbirds. Their chorus of voices has helped to raise our collective ambition for action on 
wetlands.  
 
As people leave Victoria Falls, there is much to do.  But we are grateful for the leadership of the Zimbabwean 
Government and the Convention Secretariat for securing a good outcome from these talks. 
 
We remain determined to preserve these incredible ecosystems, so that birds and all life can thrive. We leave 
inspired by the work and energy of our host BirdLife Zimbabwe, and all of our BirdLife Partners and friends in 
the wetland world.” 
 
Martin Harper, CEO of BirdLife International  
 
 

QWSG Activities Report - June to end August 
Monthly Counts   Port of Brisbane Counts 
 June - No Count  June - No Count 

12th July   13th July 
16th August   17th August 

Committee Meeting  
Meetings 

RMAG Meeting – 1 QWSG member 
MS-CAP Meeting – 2 QWSG members 
4-6th June - Queensland Coastal Conference – 1 QWSG member 
Redland Council re Oyster Point maintenance – 3 QWSG members 
Moreton Bay Ramsar Stakeholder Network – 2 QWSG members 
Various meetings with National Avian Influenza Wild Bird Steering Group 
1st August 1 members attended AWSG committee meeting - online 
1st August 2 members attend a meeting discussed the November trip to Yatsu-Higata, Japan 
3rd Aug – QWSG Education Workshop 
Port of Brisbane’s Proposed Channel Enhancement Project – 2 QWSG members 
Audit of Kakadu Beach High tide roost site – 2 QWSG members 
City of Moreton Bay shorebirds workshop – 3 QWSG members 
Moreton Bay Leaders Meeting Q3 2025 – 2 QWSG members 

  



Queensland Wader – Issue 133      September, October, November 2025 

28 

 

Membership Payments – Important Information 
  
For a few years now our membership list is being kept on the QWSG website database, which keeps a record of 
when your next membership subscription is due. You will receive a reminder via email, in the form of a 
numbered order number. 
  
You can pay through PayPal via the website, which will automatically issue you with the receipt. Or if you pay 
via directly into the Bank Australia. please quote the name on the membership and the order number as 
reference when paying into the bank. The membership officer enters the payment into the website and you will 
receive your receipt. 
  
You can pay in advance for up to 4 years including the current year, but the website doesn’t cater for more 
years than that. 
  
If you have concerns about when your next payment is due, you can access your profile on the website, or send 
an email to the membership officer (details in the newsletter). 
 

COUNTERS NEEDED 
Following our last plea for new counters, a few have stepped up to start low tide counts at Nudgee Beach and a 
couple from Tin Can Bay have shown interest in that region of the Great Sandy Strait. They will assess the sites 
that have not been counted for a few years.  Just before going to the editor, another person is interested in 
counting Tweed Heads area.  All are new to counting waders but are very keen to help.  In the meantime, the 
call is still out for additional counters to help the couple in Tin Can Bay and all the sites listed below. 
 
The count programme is in desperate need of new counters for the following sites: 

Tweed Heads – a coordinator to take over from Erina Forrest, who due to family commitments is finding 
 it difficult to find the time to organise the counts.   

Also needed are additional counters to help 2 other people surveying 7 sites in the area 
Tin Can Bay region – counter/s for Inskip Point, Cooloola roost and Norman Point 
Great Sandy Strait region – counters to help assist others doing counts 
Bundaberg – counter/s for sites in that area 
Mackay – counter/s for several sites in the region 
Townsville – counter/s for several sites in the region. 

There are many count sites from Tweed Heads to the Gulf of Carpentaria that need surveying.   If you can help, 
please contact me to discuss.  You don’t need to be an expert.  We are happy to give you as much help as 
possible.   
 
 

Other Conservation Activities of Interest 

  

  
 QWSG is a special interest group of the Birds Queensland Inc. whose object is: 
 “To promote the scientific study and conservation of birds by all means possible, with  
 particular reference to the birds of Queensland”. 
 Separate membership is required. 

 Contacts: President,    Andrea Schafer   president@birdsqueensland.org.au  

                 Secretary,    Judy Neilson         secretary@birdsqueensland.org.au  
                 Treasurer,    Sue Foley             treasurer@birdsqueensland.org.au  
 

 

NEW MEMBERS 
 

We welcome the following new members who have joined recently: 
 

Keyur Bhatti, Frank Burch, Brandon Hewitt, Katherine Jares, 
Allison Kerr-Hislop, Daisy King, Sam Lavender, Berenice Manning, 

Terry McParlane, Bruce Penman, Megan Randall, 
Naomi Shannon, Margaret Waller, Gerda Whiteley, 

Claire Willard, Celine Yap  

mailto:president@birdsqueensland.org.au
mailto:secretary@birdsqueensland.org.au
mailto:treasurer@birdsqueensland.org.au
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Chairperson Note re: AGM and New Committee Members 
 
It is coming up to that time of year for the AGM and leading up to this period the Committee is looking to find out 
who wishes to stay or leave.  As ever we are hoping to get new blood on to the Committee. 
 
I sound as if I am continually repeating myself but, we are finding that we are an ever-aging group and have a 
concern about the future running of our group.  It is not just the Committee that is giving us concern but the running 
of the various events that the group arranges is in jeopardy. 
 
Please consider joining us either on the committee or as a helper with counts, ID Days, educational talks, write 
articles for the Newsletter or even attend meetings as a QWSG Rep. 
 
It might seem to be a daunting prospect to join a group of people who have been working together for a long time.  
We would really like to see some new faces with new ideas and experiences.  You are not expected to be thrown 
in at the deep end but can learn on the job. 
 
If you are interested, please contact one of the Committee to see what is involved in being part of the Committee.  
All are welcome. 
 
In anticipation David Edwards, Chairperson QWSG 
 
 
 

Provisional Notice of the QWSG’s AGM for 2025 
 

The 2025 QWSG’s AGM will be held on Sunday 21st Dec 2025, (time to be announced) at 
Swan Lake Parking Area at the Port of Brisbane, on Lucinda Way. 
 

If the weather is bad, we will plan for another time or a Zoom meeting 
 

Please email the chairperson if you are coming along, plus let me know if you require a 
nomination form for a committee position. chairperson@waders.org.au  or  
secretary@waders.org.au 
 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
NOMINATION FOR POSITION ON QWSG MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE   
  
Name of Nominee:  .......................................................................................  
  
Position:    .......................................................................................  
  
Name of Proposer:  .......................................................................................  
  
Name of Seconder:  .......................................................................................  
(Note: Nominees, proposers and seconders must have current QWSG membership).   
  
I accept the nomination for the position on the management committee of the Queensland 
Wader Study Group as indicated 
 
Signature………………………………………. 
  

mailto:chairperson@waders.org.au
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QWSG CONTACTS 
QUEENSLAND WADER 
The Official Quarterly Publication of Queensland Wader Study Group  
 
Website www.waders.org.au 

Facebook https://www.facebook.com/QueenslandWaderStudyGroup/ 
 

MEMBERS of the MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE of the QWSG  
CHAIRPERSON:  David Edwards  (07) 3262 2017 chairperson@waders.org.au 
TREASURER   Judith Giles  0428 545 801 treasurer@waders.org.au 
SECRETARY:   Gary Kane    secretary@waders.org.au  
 
QWSG COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
Michele Burford     Robert Bush  0404 805 558 

Jon Coleman  0467 785 682  Paul Finn  0480 177 792 
Andy Jensen  0404 348638  Paul Maxwell   
Mel Whitby   
 
COUNT COORDINATOR: Linda Cross  07 5495 2758 Email  counts@waders.org.au  

LEG FLAG COORDINATOR Jon Coleman  0467 785 682 Email  legflags@waders.org.au  
MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY Andy Jensen    Email membership@waders.org.au 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR: David Edwards  (07) 3262 2017 Email gouldian6@bigpond.com 
EDUCATION OFFICER  Borys Daniljchenko 0413 240 064  
 
BQ PRESIDENT Andrea Schafer  Email president@birdsqueensland.org.au  
 
CORRESPONDENCE All correspondence to:  
   The QWSG Secretary, 
    PO Box 3138, 
    SOUTH BRISBANE, 
    QLD 4101. 
 
CHANGE OF PERSONAL DETAILS: Please notify the Membership Secretary as soon as possible of any changes. 
 
SUBSCRIPTIONS Annual subscription rates:  
   Single: $15:00 
   Student/Pensioner: $10:00 
   Family: $25:00  
   A receipt will be forwarded if required. 
Please note our bank is no longer taking cheques. 
 
Forward application to:  
  Membership Secretary or QWSG Treasurer, 
    PO Box 3138, 
    SOUTH BRISBANE, 
    QLD 4101. 
Members are reminded their membership expires on the date shown on the newsletter address label, and the 
membership joining/renewal form is now on the back page.  Note: that your subscription will fall due twelve (12) 
months after date of joining the QWSG or date of renewal, and only one further newsletter will be sent after expiry of 
your subscription.  
 
Copy Deadline for the next issue of Queensland Wader is August 14th, 2025 
Contributions should be addressed to:  
David Edwards, the QWSG Editor, 54 Elliott Street, Clayfield, Qld 4011 
or E-mail to:  gouldian6@bigpond.com 
 
Opinions expressed in Queensland Wader are those of the individual contributors and are not necessarily those of 
the Queensland Waders Study Group, Birds Queensland nor Queensland Ornithology Society Inc. 
 
PRINTED BY: PrintCorp Pty Ltd. 
admin@printcorp.net.au  

http://www.waders.org.au/
mailto:chairperson@waders.org.au
mailto:secretary@waders.org.au
mailto:counts@waders.org.au
mailto:legflags@waders.org.au
mailto:membership@waders.org.au
mailto:president@birdsqueensland.org.au
mailto:gouldian6@bigpond.com
mailto:admin@jrdsons.com.au
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Count Activities – 2025 
 
 
 
 
 
 

QWSG High Tide – Monthly Count Program 2025 
 
Sat 27 Sep 2.08m at 12:32 
Sat 25 Oct  2.25m at 11:29 
Sat 22 Nov 2.37m at 10:35 
Sat 20 Dec 2.43m at 09:45 
Counters Rockhampton and north – please select a date as close as possible to the count programme Sat day with suitable 
tides to enable you to complete your counts. 
 

QWSG Port of Brisbane – Monthly Count Program 2025 
 
Sun 28 Sep 2.01m at 13:15 Meet 12:00 
Sun 26 Oct 2.19m at 12:04 Meet 10:50 
Sun 23 Nov 2.34m at 11:10 Meet 09:50 
Sun 21 Dec 2.43m at 10:21 Meet 09:00 
 

MEMBERSHIP/RENEWAL APPLICATION 

 
A reminder to members: please check to see if your renewal is due and please let the Treasurer know if you 
change your contact details. 
Details may also be entered and/or updated on the QWSG website:  
www.waders.org.au where you may pay your subscription via PayPal 
 
I / We wish to join / renew: (Single: $15; Family: $25; Student/Pensioner: $10) 
Title:….. First name: …………………………. Surname: …………………………………………. 
Address:…………………………………………………………………............. Membership: $…………… 
…………………………………………………………..    Postcode:……….       Donation: $…………… 
            Payment enclosed: $_________  
 
Phone: (Home) ……………………….. (Work) ………………………(Mobile)……………………… 
Email ……………………………………………………………………..……………………………….. 
 
How did you hear about QWSG?.................................................................................................... 
Are you a member of Birds Queensland? ................... 
What activities do you wish to participate in? (Please circle) 
WADER COUNTS, FIELD TRIPS, SCIENTIFIC DATA COLLECTION, SURVEYS, CLERICAL, 
OTHER (specify :………………………………………..……………………………………………….) 
 
You will receive your newsletter (colour version) by E-mail…………………………… 
 
Signature …………………………………………………. Date:……………………………………… 
 
Please email this form to: membership@waders.org.au 
Direct funds transfer to:   OR Please post this form to: QWSG Membership Secretary 

Qld Wader Study Group     PO Box 3138, 
BSB: 313 140 (Bank Australia)     SOUTH BRISBANE, 

 Account number: 08305297    QLD 4101. 

Please note our bank is no longer taking cheques. 
 

 

 

http://www.waders.org.au/
mailto:membership@waders.org.au

