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The Passing of the Environment Protection Reform Bill 2025 
Through Parliament 

 

Breaking news - Here is an overview and two articles. 
 
Today's major EPA legislation development in Australia is the passing of the Environment Protection Reform Bill 
2025 through parliament, which will create a National Environmental Protection Agency (NEPA) and establish 
National Environmental Standards. The bill, which was passed with a deal between the government and the 
Greens, aims to increase accountability and has received both support and criticism regarding its potential 
effectiveness. 
 

Key features of the reform bill 
• National Environmental Protection Agency (NEPA): A new, independent federal agency will be 

established to handle compliance and enforcement of environmental laws. 

• National Environmental Standards: A system of national standards will be introduced for the first time 
to provide clearer, stronger guidelines for protecting the environment. 

• Higher penalties: The legislation includes increased criminal and civil penalties for significant breaches 
of environmental law. 

• Project assessments: The reforms are expected to create more robust project assessments and greater 
accountability, and the government is committed to maintaining federal approval for coal and gas projects 
with a "water trigger". 

• Other key amendments: 
o Removal of exemptions for high-risk land clearing and regional forest agreements. 
o Requirements for large emitting projects to disclose greenhouse gas emissions and reduction 

plans. 
o Introduction of new "protection orders" to be used in urgent situations. 
o A new "National Interest Proposal" and "restoration charges" in lieu of environmental offsets.  

 

Reaction to the new laws 
• Support: The government states that the changes are essential to bolster environmental protection 

measures, with Prime Minister Anthony Albanese saying that the current laws are "broken" and need 
reform, reports 2HD. 

• Criticism: Some environmental groups have raised concerns that the reforms are not strong enough and 
still give too much discretion to decision-makers, according to The Conversation and this Instagram post. 

• Industry reaction: The industry has expressed that the overhaul is "inferior and disappointing," says The 
Australian Mining Review.  

 

Parliament Winds up with an Albo win over Environmental 
Protection Laws 28 November 2025 | By Chris Johnson 

 
It took until the very last day of the parliamentary sitting year, but the Federal Government has got its overhaul of 
Australia’s environmental protection laws over the line.  Following a deal struck between Labor and the Greens, 
which cut the Coalition out of negotiations altogether, Anthony Albanese secured an end-of-year political victory 
to get the legislation through the Senate.  There have been numerous failed attempts over successive 
governments to update the nation’s environmental protection act.  

https://www.facebook.com/QueenslandWaderStudyGroup/
https://www.instagram.com/p/DRk-eCZEokx/
https://australianminingreview.com.au/news/industry-labels-long-awaited-environmental-law-overhaul-as-inferior-and-disappointing/
https://australianminingreview.com.au/news/industry-labels-long-awaited-environmental-law-overhaul-as-inferior-and-disappointing/
https://psnews.com.au/author/cjohnson/
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The Prime Minister began Thursday (27 November) by describing it as a “landmark day” and the beginning of “a 
new era” for the environment and productivity in this country. 
 
“It is also a good day for business in this country by providing more certainty, reducing delays and making sure 
that we get better outcomes and improved productivity,” he said.  “We have consulted extensively with the 
business community, with environmental groups and with community organisations.  More than five years after 
Professor Graeme Samuel handed down his independent review into the nation’s 25-year-old environmental laws 
that were widely acknowledged as not being fit for purpose, the government’s Environment Protection Reform Bill 
will be passed by the Senate today.” 
 
To secure the bill’s successful passage through the Senate, the government had to agree to include native forest 
logging in national environment standards within 18 months; set up a $300 million support fund for the forestry 
industry; and remove any sunset exemptions from the legislation for high-risk land-clearing and regional forestry 
agreements. 
 
It also conceded to the Greens’ request for the legislation to prevent fast-tracking of coal and gas projects, and to 
keep such development approval powers with the Commonwealth rather than the states. 
 
The Prime Minister praised the Greens’ approach to the negotiations, which concluded on Wednesday. 
“I must say that the Greens showed maturity in that [there were] a range of things that they wanted they didn’t 
get,” he said.  “And I must say that the Greens were very constructive in those negotiations yesterday, and I thank 
them for it. 
 
The PM said he had offered to meet with Sussan Ley over the Coalition’s proposed amendments to the bill, but 
the Opposition Leader didn’t take up that offer.  Ms Ley, however, said no such offer was extended, and she 
described the development as a “dirty deal” between Labor and the Greens. 
 
“I want to make some brief remarks about the Labor-Greens alliance, which is back – back in business and 
working against communities’ interests in industry for the future, against jobs and most importantly, working 
against lower power prices for Australians,” she said.  “Because what is very clear from the reaction so far to the 
dirty deal done by the Labor Party with the Greens, a deal that wasn’t necessary to conclude today or this year, 
what is absolutely clear is that this is going to put energy prices up and provide further pressure on electricity bills 
for struggling households and families.  For the simple reason that the Greens have got what they want. The 
Greens party has always been at war with gas.  They’ve always been at war with the resources projects that make 
our country strong. That means communities and jobs are under threat.” 
 
Greens leader Larissa Waters said her party had secured changes to the legislation that will make it illegal for the 
federal Environment Minister to approve projects that have “unacceptable impacts” for the environment.  But they 
were unable to secure a climate impact trigger in the new laws, saying negotiations with the government were 
“firm and constructive”. 
 
“We are very, very proud that we were able to stop the fast-tracking of coal and gas. That was an absolute red 
line for us,” Senator Waters said.  “We fought hard in these negotiations and were able to extract wins for nature.” 
 
Greens environment spokesperson Sarah Hanson-Young thanked Environment Minister Murray Watt for a 
constructive approach to the negotiations. 
 
“The reason the Greens have come to this agreement with the government today is because we want to get things 
done,” she said. 
 
Senator Watt said the reforms had been a “long time coming” and were finally being passed by Federal Parliament. 
“These changes deliver that balanced package that we’ve talked about,” he said.  “To strengthen environmental 
protections and speed up the housing, renewables, critical minerals and other projects that we so desperately 
need.” 
 
The new laws will establish a national environment protection agency and require development projects to report 
carbon emissions, but it specifically rules out a climate trigger that would prevent projects from going ahead. 
 
They also allow for no-go zones where projects can be denied before applications are progressed. 
 
Original Article published by Chris Johnson on Region Canberra. 
  

https://region.com.au/parliament-winds-up-with-an-albo-win-over-environmental-protection-laws/925354/
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Government Passes New Environmental Protection Law 
November 28th, 2025 – psnews.com.au 
 
The Federal Government has green lit new Environmental Protection Laws which could shape future projects in 
Newcastle and the Hunter. 
Amendments to the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation (EPBC) Act have passed through 
parliament today. 
The new legislation will see a National Environmental Protection Authority (EPA) for the first time and National 
Environmental Standards as well as higher penalties for the biggest breaches of environmental laws. 
It's tipped to create stronger environmental protection and restoration, more robust project assessments and 
greater accountability. 
This could mean stricter oversight in mining and infrastructure as well as coastal developments for the Hunter 
region as well as protecting local natural assets and waterways. 
 
The Bills now go to the Governor-General for Royal Assent and after that, they become law. 
 
Prime Minister, Anthony Albanese says, the changes are essential to bolstering the countries environmental 
protection measures.  “Everyone agrees that the laws as they stand are broken and need to be reformed," he 
says.  “Getting these laws passed is vital to protect our environment and to boost productivity in our economy.  
These reforms will help us meet our national priorities of building more homes, rolling out more renewables and 
accessing more critical minerals. They are also crucial to our Future Made in Australia agenda.” 
 
Key environmental measures in the Government’s amended Bill include: 

• For the first time, Australia will have a National Environment Protection Agency (EPA) – a strong, 
independent regulator with a clear focus on ensuring better compliance with and stronger enforcement of 
Australia’s new environmental laws. 

• In another first, Australia will have National Environmental Standards, to ensure clear, strong guidelines 
to protect the environment. 

• Higher penalties for the most significant breaches of environmental law, as well as environment protection 
orders for use in urgent circumstances to prevent and respond to major contraventions of the law. 

• Removing and sunsetting the exemption from the EPBC Act for high-risk land clearing and regional forest 
agreements, so that they comply with the same rules and standards as other industries. 

• Requiring proponents of large emitting projects to disclose their greenhouse gas emissions and their 
emission reduction plans. 

• Maintaining federal approval of “water trigger” coal and gas projects. 

•  
Minister for the Environment and Water Murray Watt says it's a turning point for the nation’s environmental 
protections. 
“This is a landmark day for the environment in our country," he says.  “These reforms will deliver tangible benefits 
for the environment and protect what is precious.  But these reforms will also be a power surge of productivity for 
our economy, cutting approval times for key projects and injecting up to $7 billion into the economy.” 

 
 

Shorebirds at Geoff Skinner Reserve 
 
Geoff Skinner reserve is one of the largest remaining high tide shorebird sites in the Redlands.  Despite being in 
the suburb of Wellington Point, it feels like being out in nature, with the biodiversity and ecosystem health still 
being relatively intact. We have the reserve thanks to the environmental efforts of Redlands councillor, Geoff 
Skinner, after which the reserve was named.  Peter Rothlisberg and I have a close connection to this reserve, 
having counted shorebirds monthly at the reserve for more than 25 years.  Much of the reserve is an extensive 
mudflat which is dry and crunchy to walk on for much of the time but becomes wet and sloppy during big rain 
events and at the higher astronomical tides.  Some of the muddy areas are tricky to negotiate: our local councillor 
fell victim to the mud during one visit, getting her boots well and truly stuck, and having to be dragged out.  The 
reserve is ringed by mangroves along one half, and couch grass and Eucalyptus forest in the other half.  This 
vegetation and all the mud help keep the numbers of people visiting to manageable levels most of the time, 
although occasionally there are still disruptions to the birds from motorbike riders and people with their dogs.  
Foxes also like to sneak around. 
 
The migratory shorebirds most likely to be encountered at the site are Far Eastern Curlew, Bar Tailed Godwit, 
Eurasian Whimbrel, Red Necked Stints, and the plovers: Red capped, Mongolian, and Double Banded.  The odd 
Golden Plover, Ruddy Turnstone, Common Greenshank, Sharp-Tailed Sandpiper, and a smattering of others can 
be seen during summer.  At times, the site can be categorised as ‘internationally significant’, i.e., >1% of the 
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world’s population of Far Eastern Curlew present at any one time, making it one of the most important sites in the 
Moreton Bay region for this species.  Occasionally, rarities show up, and this leads to a flurry of activity from 
twitchers tromping across the mudflats. 
 
Whilst shorebird enthusiasts often come to photograph, count and band birds at this site, these mudflats are not 
dead, they are important and amazing hotspots for lots of microbes, algae and animals.  For example, the wetting 
of the mud leads to rapid growth of mats of algae (known as algal crusts).  This is an important source of food for 
tiny animals living on and in the mud, including some of the smaller shorebirds, and helps stabilize the mud when 
it dries out.  This is important to stop the soil blowing away during strong wind events.  Sites such as this are also 
important for removing excess nitrogen, a nutrient which can be present in excess in Moreton Bay due to land 
development, fertilizers and treated sewage discharge.  The microbes in the mud essentially turn the nitrogen into 
gas, playing an ecosystem service for free! 
 
Given these important roles that the mudflats play in supporting the health of the environment, it is important that 
birders and other people travelling across Geoff Skinner reserve are careful not to damage the mudflats by too 
much trampling.  We have seen significant disruption to the mud at times when too many people visit, such as 
when rarities show up.  So, we ask all visitors to be sensitive to this important and unique site.  
 
Michele Burford 

 

Breeding Record of NSW Flagged Pied Oystercatcher 
By Arthur Keates 
 
In Issue 132 of Queensland Wader, I reported on the movement of Pied Oystercatchers between south-east QLD 
and northern NSW.  One of the oystercatchers mentioned in the article is a bird banded as a nestling at Bundjalung 
NP, NSW on 11 Dec 2006 and fitted with an engraved yellow flag C4. 
 
While doing shorebird counts on St Helena Is on 27 October with QPWS ranger, Wayne Matthews, we saw C4 
on the beach with its mate and 2 youngsters.  This breeding record confirms the speculation in the article of it 
breeding on the island. 
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New Off-leash Areas for Dogs at Beachmere to Help Protect 
Migratory Shorebirds 

 

 
New off-leash areas have been declared for Beachmere foreshore. Photo: MBCC 
 
New off-leash areas for dogs and signs for recreational zones along the Beachmere foreshore, near Bribie Island, 
are part of efforts to protect migratory shorebirds.  Council’s updated Dog Off-Leash Areas (DOLAs) and foreshore 
recreation zones to take effect from December 1st, it says. 
 
The updated recreation areas include: 

• A 13-hectare DOLA at the southern end of Biggs Avenue. 

• A seasonal DOLA at Bayside Drive; off-leash will be allowed from May 1-July 31 and on-leash from August 
1-April 30. 

• Dedicated horse exercise areas between Beachmere Conservation Park and Louise Drive. 

• On-leash dog areas between Biggs Avenue and Prince Street. 
 
The decision follows extensive public feedback, environmental assessments and consultation with the Kabi Kabi 
People’s Aboriginal Corporation. 
Council endorsed revised recreational zones on the foreshore in a bid to protect shorebird roosting and foraging 
sites while preserving access for dog owners and horse riders. 
New signs identifying the revised recreational boundaries are currently being installed ahead of community 
education activities, council says. 
 
OFF-LEASH AREAS TO PROTECT BIRDS 
Moreton Bay Mayor Peter Flannery says the changes are to help ensure the coastline is enjoyed “responsibly”. 
“Council listened to the community and worked with traditional custodians and environmental experts to find the 
right balance for Beachmere’s foreshore,” he says.  We’re protecting endangered migratory shorebirds while 
maintaining generous off-leash and on-leash areas for local pet owners.” 
 
Councillor Brooke Savige wants everyone to familiarise themselves with the changes that will be taking effect.  
“There’ll be new signs going up at the beach access points and our website has all the information in one place, 
so I encourage beachgoers to familiarise themselves with the updated areas before they take effect from 
December 1.”  She says the revised areas have been determined by careful planning and collaboration.  “These 
changes reflect strong local input and a shared desire to protect Beachmere’s unique natural environment while 
supporting the recreation our community loves,” she says. 
 
  

https://www.bing.com/maps/search?FORM=KC2MAP&style=r&cp=-27.129224%7E153.038509&lvl=14.4
https://newscop.com.au/2025/09/11/shorebirds-need-to-be-left-alone/
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Coochin Creek Development – Coochin Fields 
 
A large-scale development is proposed for Coochin Creek, involving a tourist park with 75 cabins and 75 
campsites, and a separate festival site for up to 35,000 people. The project, from the Comiskey Group, has 
drawn significant opposition due to concerns about its potential environmental impact on the Northern Inter-
Urban Break and Pumicestone Passage, as well as issues with infrastructure, traffic, and wildlife.  A 
Queensland government agency has recommended rejecting the tourist park portion of the development due to 
these concerns.  
 
The development is currently undergoing a state government call-in process, which includes public consultation, 
note that the public consultation period for Coochin Fields is scheduled to close on December 8, 2025.  
 

Proposed development details 
• Tourist Park: A 150-site park with 75 cabins and 75 campsites, a 1,000 m² recreation building, 

waterslide, and firepits. 

• Festival Site: A separate 150-hectare site named "Coochin Fields" with a capacity for up to 35,000 
people per event. 

• Location: The proposed development is located on Roys Road, within the Northern Inter-Urban Break 
(NIUB) and adjacent to the Ramsar-listed Pumicestone Passage.  

•  

Community and environmental concerns 
• Environmental impact: Opposition groups are concerned about the development's negative effects on 

the NIUB, a crucial green buffer, and the Pumicestone Passage ecosystem. 

• Water quality and flooding: There are fears the development could impact water quality due to a 
proposed sewerage treatment area and risk increased flooding due to potential alteration of natural 
waterways. 

• Wildlife habitat: Critics argue the project poses a threat to wildlife habitat, including migrating 
shorebirds. 

• Traffic and infrastructure: Residents have raised concerns about increased traffic and inadequate 
infrastructure to support a large-scale event and tourist park.  

•  

Developer's response 
• Environmental mitigation: The Comiskey Group claims its plans include site rehabilitation and a wildlife 

fund, stating that the environmental impact will be positive. 

• Bushfire risk: The company has stated that its bushfire assessments have come back "with flying 
colours". 

• Government process: The developer maintains they are working within state government guidelines and 
a call-in process allows for the assessment of all relevant criteria.  

•  

Current status 
• State government call-in: The application has been called in for decision-making by the state minister, 

bypassing local council approval. 

• Public consultation: Public consultation is taking place, with the period for submissions on the Coochin 
Fields proposal closing on December 8, 2025.  

 

Development details 
• Location: 1641 Roys Road, Coochin Creek. 

• Property description: Lots 1 & 2 RP 86417 and Lot 11 SP 261209. 

• Site area: Approximately 146 hectares. 

• Development components: Includes a tourist park with 75 grassed campsites. 

• Stormwater management: The plan includes seven sub-catchments, drainage channels, swales, and 
table drains.  

•  

Where to find the map 
• Site Plan: This is detailed in Appendix A of the amended Stormwater Management Plan, available on 

the planning.qld.gov.au website. 

• Site Plan (alternative): Another site plan was included as Attachment 1 of the amended Environmental 
Amenity Report, also available on the planning.qld.gov.au website.  

  

https://www.google.com/search?q=Comiskey+Group&sca_esv=a98615fef381bdde&sxsrf=AE3TifO9bQd-Mt8oyBqqAbLke4b8F68SRQ%3A1764564197064&ei=5RwtabHTA-bh1e8PyeyM6AY&oq=coochin+creek+deve&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiEmNvb2NoaW4gY3JlZWsgZGV2ZSoCCAEyBBAjGCcyChAjGIAEGCcYigUyBhAAGBYYHjIGEAAYFhgeMgYQABgWGB4yCBAAGIAEGKIEMggQABiABBiiBDIIEAAYogQYiQVIhBxQwAZY3w1wAXgBkAEAmAGuAqAB5AaqAQcwLjIuMS4xuAEByAEA-AEBmAIFoAL7BsICChAAGLADGNYEGEfCAg0QABiABBiwAxhDGIoFwgITEC4YgAQYsAMYQxjIAxiKBdgBAcICHBAuGIAEGLADGEMYxwEYyAMYigUYjgUYrwHYAQHCAhwQLhiABBiwAxhDGMcBGJgFGMgDGIoFGK8B2AEBwgIZEC4YgAQYsAMYQxjHARjIAxiKBRivAdgBAcICDhAAGLADGOQCGNYE2AEBwgIUEC4YgAQYkQIYxwEYigUYjgUYrwHCAgsQABiABBiGAxiKBZgDAIgGAZAGE7oGBggBEAEYCJIHBzEuMi4xLjGgB4wosgcHMC4yLjEuMbgH8wbCBwUwLjMuMsgHEQ&sclient=gws-wiz-serp&mstk=AUtExfCgcMjujtGnkpG7fr2QWsku7CtrvKVLc4y84YzM3OaD1vqjvnb7BrFKWYDZUIRCzcw8gcnmOpa-Qm0Psf-UieNjhCI2WZnjUSMfvuBSxLeZq8dEYxFPXljMgyt2oPypdhvglc1Nz7SHSAU1Zzt_YUyzYo4HgTnFpA9_jA7fVFtcrMnlrZo8aY8RpIX5P0F_vR8lkLS1VxseY9FJzFwutZkjFBkCRMRBLHRousmIaqF-KPDtr0CdqMVotWo_rS6FYHXjpEbmhdKOERuK1CQaU3sKkJSPAa0zlYzR_-eNlNRd5Q&csui=3&ved=2ahUKEwie74n5yZuRAxUcrlYBHctjBQoQgK4QegQIARAE
https://www.google.com/search?q=Northern+Inter-Urban+Break&sca_esv=a98615fef381bdde&sxsrf=AE3TifO9bQd-Mt8oyBqqAbLke4b8F68SRQ%3A1764564197064&ei=5RwtabHTA-bh1e8PyeyM6AY&oq=coochin+creek+deve&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiEmNvb2NoaW4gY3JlZWsgZGV2ZSoCCAEyBBAjGCcyChAjGIAEGCcYigUyBhAAGBYYHjIGEAAYFhgeMgYQABgWGB4yCBAAGIAEGKIEMggQABiABBiiBDIIEAAYogQYiQVIhBxQwAZY3w1wAXgBkAEAmAGuAqAB5AaqAQcwLjIuMS4xuAEByAEA-AEBmAIFoAL7BsICChAAGLADGNYEGEfCAg0QABiABBiwAxhDGIoFwgITEC4YgAQYsAMYQxjIAxiKBdgBAcICHBAuGIAEGLADGEMYxwEYyAMYigUYjgUYrwHYAQHCAhwQLhiABBiwAxhDGMcBGJgFGMgDGIoFGK8B2AEBwgIZEC4YgAQYsAMYQxjHARjIAxiKBRivAdgBAcICDhAAGLADGOQCGNYE2AEBwgIUEC4YgAQYkQIYxwEYigUYjgUYrwHCAgsQABiABBiGAxiKBZgDAIgGAZAGE7oGBggBEAEYCJIHBzEuMi4xLjGgB4wosgcHMC4yLjEuMbgH8wbCBwUwLjMuMsgHEQ&sclient=gws-wiz-serp&mstk=AUtExfCgcMjujtGnkpG7fr2QWsku7CtrvKVLc4y84YzM3OaD1vqjvnb7BrFKWYDZUIRCzcw8gcnmOpa-Qm0Psf-UieNjhCI2WZnjUSMfvuBSxLeZq8dEYxFPXljMgyt2oPypdhvglc1Nz7SHSAU1Zzt_YUyzYo4HgTnFpA9_jA7fVFtcrMnlrZo8aY8RpIX5P0F_vR8lkLS1VxseY9FJzFwutZkjFBkCRMRBLHRousmIaqF-KPDtr0CdqMVotWo_rS6FYHXjpEbmhdKOERuK1CQaU3sKkJSPAa0zlYzR_-eNlNRd5Q&csui=3&ved=2ahUKEwie74n5yZuRAxUcrlYBHctjBQoQgK4QegQIARAF
https://www.google.com/search?q=Northern+Inter-Urban+Break&sca_esv=a98615fef381bdde&sxsrf=AE3TifO9bQd-Mt8oyBqqAbLke4b8F68SRQ%3A1764564197064&ei=5RwtabHTA-bh1e8PyeyM6AY&oq=coochin+creek+deve&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiEmNvb2NoaW4gY3JlZWsgZGV2ZSoCCAEyBBAjGCcyChAjGIAEGCcYigUyBhAAGBYYHjIGEAAYFhgeMgYQABgWGB4yCBAAGIAEGKIEMggQABiABBiiBDIIEAAYogQYiQVIhBxQwAZY3w1wAXgBkAEAmAGuAqAB5AaqAQcwLjIuMS4xuAEByAEA-AEBmAIFoAL7BsICChAAGLADGNYEGEfCAg0QABiABBiwAxhDGIoFwgITEC4YgAQYsAMYQxjIAxiKBdgBAcICHBAuGIAEGLADGEMYxwEYyAMYigUYjgUYrwHYAQHCAhwQLhiABBiwAxhDGMcBGJgFGMgDGIoFGK8B2AEBwgIZEC4YgAQYsAMYQxjHARjIAxiKBRivAdgBAcICDhAAGLADGOQCGNYE2AEBwgIUEC4YgAQYkQIYxwEYigUYjgUYrwHCAgsQABiABBiGAxiKBZgDAIgGAZAGE7oGBggBEAEYCJIHBzEuMi4xLjGgB4wosgcHMC4yLjEuMbgH8wbCBwUwLjMuMsgHEQ&sclient=gws-wiz-serp&mstk=AUtExfCgcMjujtGnkpG7fr2QWsku7CtrvKVLc4y84YzM3OaD1vqjvnb7BrFKWYDZUIRCzcw8gcnmOpa-Qm0Psf-UieNjhCI2WZnjUSMfvuBSxLeZq8dEYxFPXljMgyt2oPypdhvglc1Nz7SHSAU1Zzt_YUyzYo4HgTnFpA9_jA7fVFtcrMnlrZo8aY8RpIX5P0F_vR8lkLS1VxseY9FJzFwutZkjFBkCRMRBLHRousmIaqF-KPDtr0CdqMVotWo_rS6FYHXjpEbmhdKOERuK1CQaU3sKkJSPAa0zlYzR_-eNlNRd5Q&csui=3&ved=2ahUKEwie74n5yZuRAxUcrlYBHctjBQoQgK4QegQIARAF
https://www.google.com/search?q=Pumicestone+Passage&sca_esv=a98615fef381bdde&sxsrf=AE3TifO9bQd-Mt8oyBqqAbLke4b8F68SRQ%3A1764564197064&ei=5RwtabHTA-bh1e8PyeyM6AY&oq=coochin+creek+deve&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiEmNvb2NoaW4gY3JlZWsgZGV2ZSoCCAEyBBAjGCcyChAjGIAEGCcYigUyBhAAGBYYHjIGEAAYFhgeMgYQABgWGB4yCBAAGIAEGKIEMggQABiABBiiBDIIEAAYogQYiQVIhBxQwAZY3w1wAXgBkAEAmAGuAqAB5AaqAQcwLjIuMS4xuAEByAEA-AEBmAIFoAL7BsICChAAGLADGNYEGEfCAg0QABiABBiwAxhDGIoFwgITEC4YgAQYsAMYQxjIAxiKBdgBAcICHBAuGIAEGLADGEMYxwEYyAMYigUYjgUYrwHYAQHCAhwQLhiABBiwAxhDGMcBGJgFGMgDGIoFGK8B2AEBwgIZEC4YgAQYsAMYQxjHARjIAxiKBRivAdgBAcICDhAAGLADGOQCGNYE2AEBwgIUEC4YgAQYkQIYxwEYigUYjgUYrwHCAgsQABiABBiGAxiKBZgDAIgGAZAGE7oGBggBEAEYCJIHBzEuMi4xLjGgB4wosgcHMC4yLjEuMbgH8wbCBwUwLjMuMsgHEQ&sclient=gws-wiz-serp&mstk=AUtExfCgcMjujtGnkpG7fr2QWsku7CtrvKVLc4y84YzM3OaD1vqjvnb7BrFKWYDZUIRCzcw8gcnmOpa-Qm0Psf-UieNjhCI2WZnjUSMfvuBSxLeZq8dEYxFPXljMgyt2oPypdhvglc1Nz7SHSAU1Zzt_YUyzYo4HgTnFpA9_jA7fVFtcrMnlrZo8aY8RpIX5P0F_vR8lkLS1VxseY9FJzFwutZkjFBkCRMRBLHRousmIaqF-KPDtr0CdqMVotWo_rS6FYHXjpEbmhdKOERuK1CQaU3sKkJSPAa0zlYzR_-eNlNRd5Q&csui=3&ved=2ahUKEwie74n5yZuRAxUcrlYBHctjBQoQgK4QegQIARAG
https://www.google.com/search?q=Coochin+Fields&sca_esv=a98615fef381bdde&sxsrf=AE3TifO9bQd-Mt8oyBqqAbLke4b8F68SRQ%3A1764564197064&ei=5RwtabHTA-bh1e8PyeyM6AY&oq=coochin+creek+deve&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiEmNvb2NoaW4gY3JlZWsgZGV2ZSoCCAEyBBAjGCcyChAjGIAEGCcYigUyBhAAGBYYHjIGEAAYFhgeMgYQABgWGB4yCBAAGIAEGKIEMggQABiABBiiBDIIEAAYogQYiQVIhBxQwAZY3w1wAXgBkAEAmAGuAqAB5AaqAQcwLjIuMS4xuAEByAEA-AEBmAIFoAL7BsICChAAGLADGNYEGEfCAg0QABiABBiwAxhDGIoFwgITEC4YgAQYsAMYQxjIAxiKBdgBAcICHBAuGIAEGLADGEMYxwEYyAMYigUYjgUYrwHYAQHCAhwQLhiABBiwAxhDGMcBGJgFGMgDGIoFGK8B2AEBwgIZEC4YgAQYsAMYQxjHARjIAxiKBRivAdgBAcICDhAAGLADGOQCGNYE2AEBwgIUEC4YgAQYkQIYxwEYigUYjgUYrwHCAgsQABiABBiGAxiKBZgDAIgGAZAGE7oGBggBEAEYCJIHBzEuMi4xLjGgB4wosgcHMC4yLjEuMbgH8wbCBwUwLjMuMsgHEQ&sclient=gws-wiz-serp&mstk=AUtExfCgcMjujtGnkpG7fr2QWsku7CtrvKVLc4y84YzM3OaD1vqjvnb7BrFKWYDZUIRCzcw8gcnmOpa-Qm0Psf-UieNjhCI2WZnjUSMfvuBSxLeZq8dEYxFPXljMgyt2oPypdhvglc1Nz7SHSAU1Zzt_YUyzYo4HgTnFpA9_jA7fVFtcrMnlrZo8aY8RpIX5P0F_vR8lkLS1VxseY9FJzFwutZkjFBkCRMRBLHRousmIaqF-KPDtr0CdqMVotWo_rS6FYHXjpEbmhdKOERuK1CQaU3sKkJSPAa0zlYzR_-eNlNRd5Q&csui=3&ved=2ahUKEwie74n5yZuRAxUcrlYBHctjBQoQgK4QegQIChAC
https://www.google.com/search?q=Coochin+Fields&sca_esv=a98615fef381bdde&sxsrf=AE3TifO9bQd-Mt8oyBqqAbLke4b8F68SRQ%3A1764564197064&ei=5RwtabHTA-bh1e8PyeyM6AY&oq=coochin+creek+deve&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiEmNvb2NoaW4gY3JlZWsgZGV2ZSoCCAEyBBAjGCcyChAjGIAEGCcYigUyBhAAGBYYHjIGEAAYFhgeMgYQABgWGB4yCBAAGIAEGKIEMggQABiABBiiBDIIEAAYogQYiQVIhBxQwAZY3w1wAXgBkAEAmAGuAqAB5AaqAQcwLjIuMS4xuAEByAEA-AEBmAIFoAL7BsICChAAGLADGNYEGEfCAg0QABiABBiwAxhDGIoFwgITEC4YgAQYsAMYQxjIAxiKBdgBAcICHBAuGIAEGLADGEMYxwEYyAMYigUYjgUYrwHYAQHCAhwQLhiABBiwAxhDGMcBGJgFGMgDGIoFGK8B2AEBwgIZEC4YgAQYsAMYQxjHARjIAxiKBRivAdgBAcICDhAAGLADGOQCGNYE2AEBwgIUEC4YgAQYkQIYxwEYigUYjgUYrwHCAgsQABiABBiGAxiKBZgDAIgGAZAGE7oGBggBEAEYCJIHBzEuMi4xLjGgB4wosgcHMC4yLjEuMbgH8wbCBwUwLjMuMsgHEQ&sclient=gws-wiz-serp&mstk=AUtExfCgcMjujtGnkpG7fr2QWsku7CtrvKVLc4y84YzM3OaD1vqjvnb7BrFKWYDZUIRCzcw8gcnmOpa-Qm0Psf-UieNjhCI2WZnjUSMfvuBSxLeZq8dEYxFPXljMgyt2oPypdhvglc1Nz7SHSAU1Zzt_YUyzYo4HgTnFpA9_jA7fVFtcrMnlrZo8aY8RpIX5P0F_vR8lkLS1VxseY9FJzFwutZkjFBkCRMRBLHRousmIaqF-KPDtr0CdqMVotWo_rS6FYHXjpEbmhdKOERuK1CQaU3sKkJSPAa0zlYzR_-eNlNRd5Q&csui=3&ved=2ahUKEwie74n5yZuRAxUcrlYBHctjBQoQgK4QegQIChAC
https://www.planning.qld.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0017/107360/Appendix-K-Amended-Stormwater-Management-Plan.pdf
https://www.planning.qld.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0017/107360/Appendix-K-Amended-Stormwater-Management-Plan.pdf
https://www.planning.qld.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0012/106221/Appendix-C-Amended-Environmental-Amenity-Report.pdf
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Note that as this application is subject to a Ministerial Call-in (see call-in notice) that bypasses the usual 
planning process, objections must be made by in writing to the Minister directly, not via the Sunshine Coast 
Council DA tracker. 
 

What you can do? 
Make your submission before 8 December 2025 
 
Suggested template 
You must include your full name and address for your objections to be accepted, and send it before the deadline 
for submissions 
 
Please copy the suggested template below and make it your own, then email your objections to the Minister for 
State Development, Infrastructure and Planning: 
TO: deputy.premier@ministerial.qld.gov.au 
CC: industrialrelations@ministerial.qld.gov.au 
pumicestone@parliament.qld.gov.au 
environment@ministerial.qld.gov.au 
premier@ministerial.qld.gov.au 
 
From: (put your name here) 
Address: (your postal address) 
Date: (between 27 October and 8 December 2025) 
 
 
To: The Honourable J. Bleijie MP, Deputy Premier 
Minister for State Development, Infrastructure and Planning 
and Minister for Industrial Relations 
P.O. Box 15009, CITY EAST, QLD 4002 
 
 
Proposed Coochin Creek Tourist Park - 1807 Roys Road, Coochin Creek 
Lot 10 on SP132272 and Lot 6 on SP184133 
‘Other’ Change to development permit for material change of use of premises to establish a tourist park 
(comprising 150 sites [75 cabins and 75 camp sites] and ancillary recreation facilities) & operational work 
(stormwater, earthworks & access).  

https://www.planning.qld.gov.au/planning-framework/development-assessment/ministerial-call-ins
https://www.planning.qld.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0011/101270/Call-In-Notice-Coochin-Creek-Tourist-Park.PDF
https://developmenti.sunshinecoast.qld.gov.au/Home/AddressSearch
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I object to the above Tourist Park Development Application for these reasons: 

1. The development is not a light footprint “Eco-Park”. 
2. The broad scale excavation and earthworks required to construct this proposed Big4 style Tourist Park 

with 75 Cabins and 75 Camp/Caravan sites will irrevocably damage the protected fabric of the Northern 
Inter Urban Break (NIUB). 

3. It is irresponsible and inappropriate to construct swimming pools, jumping castles, a water park with 
water buckets, as well as a thousand square metre building with reception, bars and dining, cabanas 
and pools with tiles and concrete on the banks of the Ramsar protected Pumicestone Passage fish 
habitat area. 

4. Noise, light and vehicle pollution will have a disastrous impact on the peaceful lifestyle of local residents 
and cause permanent disruption to vital wildlife habitat, including our already at risk migrating 
shorebirds. 

5. The Queensland Government's own State Assessment and Referral Agency (SARA) has recommended 
the Deputy Premier refuse the application because this high-impact development does not comply with 
regulations relating to allowable activities in the NIUB. No good reason exists for the proposed Tourist 
Park to be located in a protected green-belt area. 

6. The following issues relating to Roys Road (East): 
o Single ingress and egress via Roys Rd (East) through a high intensity bushfire zone. This is 

a narrow, unlit rural road, with many blind spots.    
o 600 people coming and going in vehicles on a single lane, rural road where wildlife often 

crossesor sits. 
o Unsafe for caravans (impossible to manoeuvre quickly on blind corners with two single-lane 

bridges, one in a flood zone). 
o For drivers not used to Roys Rd, there is a real likelihood of two caravans having an accident 

when trying to pass.  
o This road has been blocked in the past by bushfires and flood. 
o Roys Rd between the single lane bridge to 1806 is prone to flooding several times a year, 

potentially preventing patrons and workers accessing or leaving the site, and increasing risky 
driving through flood waters. 

o Emergency services also unable to get through in fire and flood. 
 
Environmental impacts 

• Site is on Pumicestone Passage, directly abutting a Marine Conservation Park Zone, close to Bribie 
Island Marine National Park. 

• 600 guests, vehicles, activity severely impact the foraging habits of surrounding wildlife particularly 
nocturnal fauna, and birds. 

• The area is vital for 40,000 annual visiting migratory shorebirds which need rest to regain strength for 
their return journey. 

• Treated sewerage (peak) will irrigate 2.43 hectares using 64,400 litres of effluent per day. 
The Government's own wetland maps confirm land and dams drain into Pumicestone Passage, 
indicating risks to hydrological security and wildlife habitats.  

• Locals are very aware of a serious mosquito (biting insect) problem throughout Coochin Creek, also 
acknowledged on the development plans.  Mosquitoes do not stay behind a dotted line.  Sea breezes 
and westerly winds are likely to disburse any “blanket” insect control chemical spraying onto 
Pumicestone Passage water, the birds and also onto residential homes nearby entering water 
supply.  Spraying is likely to blanket kill insects that are vital to the food chain for other wildlife. 

 
SARA Advises REFUSAL BY THE PLANNING MINISTER  
The State Government’s own planning department – State Assessment Referral Agency (SARA) concluded: 

• No economic need in the public interest. 

• No unique features requiring location in the NIUB (green belt). 

• Adverse environmental impacts acknowledged (including to Pumicestone Passage).  

• Negative impacts on local residents. 

• Access to site via a single rural, no-through road in a high intensity bushfire zone. 
 
I request the Hon Jarrod Bleijie REFUSE the application for a Big4 Style Tourist Park at 1807 Roys Rd Coochin 
Creek as it is the wrong location for this type of development, which is better suited to a tourist zone where it will 
not have an impact on the sensitive marine habitat, wetlands system, and shorebird environment of 
Pumicestone Passage. 
 
Sincerely 
 
(Your name here) 
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‘Balanced Approach’: How New Plan Will Help Shorebirds 
Sunshine Coast Council adopts the 2025–30 Shorebird Conservation Plan to protect endangered shorebirds. 
 

 
Simone Bosshard 
 
The Sunshine Coast Shorebird Conservation Plan 2025–30 has been adopted at Council’s latest meeting.  It 
incorporates extensive input from our local community, Traditional Owners, community groups, researchers and 
government agencies.  The plan outlines a strategic roadmap to protect the region’s rapidly declining shorebird 
populations – some of which are now at risk of extinction.  To do this, it will promote steps to reduce threats, 
protect critical habitat and foster community partnerships. 
 
Sunshine Coast Environment and Liveability Councillor Maria Suarez said the shorebird plan would help the 
Sunshine Coast thrive as a UNESCO Biosphere where people and nature lived in balance.  “Shorebirds are in 
serious trouble – locally and globally,” Cr Suarez said.  “This plan is about making small but powerful local 
changes so we can continue to enjoy our coast while protecting the wildlife that makes it so special.” 
 
Migratory shorebirds are among the world’s most threatened bird species, flying over 10,000km each year from 
Siberia and Alaska to reach our shores.  They rely on the sandbanks of the Pumicestone Passage and 
Maroochy River to rest, feed and build up energy for their return journey. 
 

Steps to reduce threats to shorebirds 
The plan sets a strategic framework for shorebird conservation outcomes on the Sunshine Coast.  It prioritises 
evidence-based outcomes such as reducing disturbance at high-value roost sites, improved signage and 
education, and the integration of shorebird-safe recreation planning – including alignment with the upcoming 
Dog Exercise Area Regional Plan. 
 
It also provides a strong policy foundation to guide local responses and advocate for the protection of high-value 
shorebird habitat across our region. 
 
Key outcomes of the shorebird plan include: 

• protecting current and future high-value shorebird habitats 

• effective management of local threats to shorebirds 

• strengthened community education, advocacy and partnerships with Traditional Owners, researchers 
and the community 

• integration of contemporary research and monitoring benchmarks 

• alignment with national and international conservation efforts. 
 

Protecting ‘remarkable species’ 
Joint Environment and Liveability Portfolio Councillors Cr Tim Burns said the plan strived for balance in our 
wildlife-friendly biosphere.  “This is about more than migratory and resident shorebirds – its outcomes will 
benefit a wide range of coastal birds and ecosystems, ensuring these remarkable species remain part of our 
coastal landscape for generations to come,” Cr Burns said.    
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“The Shorebird Plan is one of several conservation strategies Council has adopted that are delivering real, 
measurable outcomes for our local wildlife – from turtles and koalas to macropods and now shorebirds.  These 
plans also reflect our shared responsibility to care for nature and present an opportunity to create the kind of 
future we want for our coastline, our community and our children.” 
 

Next steps 
The next steps are to deliver the implementation plan, in collaboration with delivery partners and  stakeholders. 
The implementation plan prioritises actions, defines timing of implementation, identifies  responsibilities and 
resources required. 
An annual review and report on activities will be provided as part of the Sunshine Coast Council  Annual 
Report. 
A comprehensive evaluation, review, and updates (where required) will be undertaken as part of the  five-
year plan. 
 

View the Shorebird plan 
View the Shorebird Conservation Plan 2025–30 → 
A full summary of the feedback received during community engagement and Council’s response is available 
at haveyoursay.sunshinecoast.qld.gov.au. 
By implementing our threatened species management plans we are protecting and enhancing our natural 
landscapes and its inhabitants and delivering on the Strategic Pathways of the Environment and Liveability 
Strategy. 
 
 

Joint Media Release: Confirmation of H5 Bird Flu on sub-
Antarctic Heard Island 

25 November 2025 
Senator The Hon Murray Watt, Minister for the Environment and Water 
The Hon Julie Collins MP, Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry  
 
Testing has confirmed the presence of the H5 high pathogenicity avian influenza (H5 bird flu) in samples 
collected from southern elephant seals on Heard Island – a sub-Antarctic Australian external territory. 
Heard Island is extremely remote, located more than 4000km south-west of Perth and 1700km north of 
Antarctica in the Southern Ocean. 
 
Given the known presence of this virus nearby on the French Kerguelen and Crozet sub-Antarctic islands, these 
results are not unexpected, and the detection does not substantially increase the risk to Australia from current 
levels.   
While Australia’s H5 bird flu freedom status remains unchanged, the test results serve as a reminder of the 
importance of ongoing vigilance, coordina 
ted biosecurity measures, and preparedness across governments, industry, and conservation partners. 
The Albanese Labor Government is investing more than $100 million to strengthen bird flu preparedness and 
enhance national response capability – including towards the delivery of rapid response equipment in every 
state and territory. 
 
Samples were collected after Australian Antarctic Program scientists observed unusual levels of mortality in 
elephant seals during a recent management voyage to Heard Island.  Testing was conducted by the CSIRO’s 
Australian Centre for Disease Preparedness in Geelong after the samples were securely packaged and arrived 
in Australia on Monday 17 November aboard RSV Nuyina. 
 
Testing confirmed the presence of H5N1 high pathogenicity avian influenza clade 2.3.4.4b virus in these 
samples. 
There were no observations of unusual mortality in other species present on the island, including penguins and 
other seabirds. 
A second voyage to Heard Island, scheduled to arrive late December, will be important to gather further 
information about wildlife health. 
 
Quotes attributable to Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry, Julie Collins MP: 
“While this detection of H5 bird flu on Heard Island does not substantially increase risks to Australia, it does 
reinforce the ongoing need for Australia to remain focused on preparing for a potential outbreak.  That’s why our 
Government is investing over $100 million in preparedness measures and building the capacity needed to 
respond effectively to H5 bird flu should it occur here”. 
  

https://www.sunshinecoast.qld.gov.au/environment/native-animals/shorebirds/protecting-our-shorebirds
https://haveyoursay.sunshinecoast.qld.gov.au/draft-shorebird-conservation-plan-2025-2030
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QWSG's Visit to Yatsu-Higata Nature Observation Centre 
 
Back in the early 1990s Moreton Bay, Brisbane and Yatsu-higata, Chiba, Japan were granted Ramsar status.  It 
was proposed that there should be a ‘twinning’ between the two sites.  An affiliation between Brisbane City Council 
(BCC) and Narashino City Council (Chiba) was signed.  The two councils then had the point of contact for the 
affiliation would be Boondall Wetlands and Yatsu-higata Nature Observation Centre (YNOC).  On a level below 
this Queensland Wader Study Group (QWSG) and the Wild Bird Society of Japan (Chiba) were designed as the 
bird groups of the affiliation.  One of the provisions within the affiliation was that reciprocal visitor exchanges would 
be arranged. 
 
So, this year was the turn of Brisbane to go to YNOC.  There were 11 participants from Brisbane representing 
BCC, QWSG and Nudgee Beach Environmental Centre. 
 
We all met up at a hotel close to YNOC on the Wednesday night. 
 

Thursday6th November 
The first activity was a visit to Yatsu Minami Elementary School.  There has been a close association between 
the wetlands and the school for many years.  The wetlands are literally at the back fence of the school. 
We are welcomed by the Principal of the school and higher officials.  Then we were ushered into the main hall full 
of children who were very excited to have us as visitors.  The students gave brief talks about the wetlands and 
then took us around several games/activities that they had organised to show how important the wetlands are. 
Each of us was then collected and taken to a classroom for lunch.  A great experience.  The value of Google 
Translate helped us all to converse with the students.  As we left the classrooms we were all bombarded if origami 
figures of all sorts. 
 
From the school we walked around the edge of Yatsu higata bird watching while walking to YNOC, about a hour 
and a half.  We had a tea break followed by a lecture about and tour of Yatsu higata centre. 
 
One of the major official parts of the visit was to visit the Deputy Mayor, Yoshinobu Endo, of Narashino City at the 
Narashino City Hall.  The Mayor was in Hokkaido at a Ramsar meeting. 
The were introductions and brief speeches.  Most significantly was the handing over of the BCC three-yearly 
report of Moreton Bay.  We spent over half an hour with he various officials, very beneficial. 
The evening was spent having a very congenial meal at a local restaurant; renewing and making friends. 
 

Friday 7th November 
We were met at the hotel and were taken to the Chibaken Yakult Co., Ltd.factory.  We were greeted by the CEO 
of the factory and lead in to see a wall of mosaics depicting the migratory birds at Yatsu higata. Very impressive.  
This was a great meeting for YNOC as it could lead to interactivity between the two parties. 
The Narashino council then took us for a meal at a restaurant on the 50th floor of a hotel.  Wonderful view of Tokyo 
Bay, a bird’s eye view of how the bay has been reclaimed.  The meal was spectacular as well! 
 
We then when to Mizumoto Park to do some bird watching while walking off the meal.  We had a lecture by staff 
of Mizumoto Kawasemi Village Mizumoto Kawasemi Village explaining how the park was developed and its 
importance to nature in the area. 
A welcome free evening had been arranged 
 

Saturday 8th November 
This day was a day for bird watching visiting Tokyo Port Bird Park and Funabashi Sambanze Seaside Park -Bird 
watching. We also had a lecture by Rangers (Wild Bird Society of Japan) of Tokyo Port Bird Park and a tour of 
the Nature Centre Facility Tour. 
Again, there was a free evening.  Some of the group journeyed into Tokyo to experience some of the sights and 
to enjoy the night life. The group divided into two, one group heading back to the hotel whilst the second group 
just made the last train back to the hotel!? 
 

Sunday 9th November 
We went to Yatsu higata Nature Observation Center for a day of presentations.  This started with the Wetland 
exchange meeting consisting of five themes.  Boondall wetlands, Nudgee Beach Environmental Education Centre 
and QWSG all gave preentations.  Presentation time was 15 minutes, including interpretation. 
After lunch there was a YNOC Event: Talk on Crows in Japan by Noriko Kondo  
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Hit Akutsu explained the Guide to Wetland Exchange Exhibition Y&B at YNOC.  We then had some free time to 
look around the YNOC. Whilst the farewell party hosted by YNOC was set up.  A great variety of foods was laid 
out before us to enjoy, plus some drinks and sake. 

 
Gifts and farewells were exchanged and a wonderful few days came to an end. 

 
It is amazing to know that people around the world share our passion for waders and their habitat.  That they 
share our joys and fears for the future. 
 
The best thing to come from such exchanges is the friendship that are made. 
 
We look forward for the return visit from Japan in 2026! 
 
 
 
 

Cannon Netting, Banding and Sampling 
 

The QWSG joined with the National Avian Influenza Wild Bird (NAIWB) steering group to help with their 
migratory shorebird and seabird SE QLD surveillance project. 
We have been liaising with Nina Y. Kung, Senior Principal Veterinarian, Animal Biosecurity & Welfare, 
Biosecurity Queensland, Department of Primary Industries on the project that also included training for 
Blood/Swab sampling. 
 
Here is her email to QWSG after the first samplings: 
Dear All, 
  
Thank you, Jon, for your well-planned and organised banding/sampling events at Manly and Maaroom and 
thank you to everyone who has helped with the sampling. Special thanks to Wendy, Kandice, Anita, Yee – our 
champion samplers! 
  
Currently, we have sampled 76 birds with the two sampling events: 

• Manly (19/10/25) – total 26 whimbrels been captured 
o 26 combined oral/cloacal swabs – All tested negative for avian influenza virus PCR testing 
o 17 blood samples – 14 testable. 2 serum samples were tested positive for AIV antibody. These 

two serum samples have been sent to Australian Centre for Disease Preparedness (ACDP) for 
further testing (subtyping) 

• Maaroom (8/11/25) – total 139 birds been captured (5 red-necked stints, 11 great knots, 123 bar-tailed 
godwit) 

o 50 combined oral/cloacal swabs (include all 5 red-necked stints) – pending for AIV PCR testing 
o 44 blood samples – pending for AIV serology ELISA testing 

  
We have improved the blood sampling operation at Maaroom, with the use of dryer alcohol swipe which helped 
to make the vein more obvious but not too wet which could cause the closure of puncture point and haemolysis 
of the blood. Sampling team had a slow start but worked smoothly later - even though we had to fight with the 
wind. 
  
I am happy to run another sampling training workshop for QWSG/QBRBG members and our Biosecurity 
Officers if there is any interest. 
  
For your information, attached please find a preprinted paper on NAIWB migratory shorebird and seabird 
surveillance in 2024. Study showed several low pathogenicity avian influenza viruses (H3N7 and H4N7) been 
identified from samples collected from red-necked stints. 
  
Once again, thank you all for your great support and help which are the most important part to the success of 
this NAIWB project. 
  
Kind regards 
Nina 
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Surveillance of Migratory Shorebirds and Seabirds in 2024 in 
Australia Reveals Incursions of a Diversity of Low Pathogenicity 

Avian Influenza Viruses though not High Pathogenicity Avian 
Influenza H5N1. 

 
Authors: Michelle Wille, Robyn Atkinson, Ian G. Barr, Alexander L. Bond, David Boyle, Maureen  
  Christie, Yi-Mo Deng, Meagan L. Dewar, Tegan Douglas, Min He, Rosalind Jessop, Lindall R. 
  Kidd, Hiske Klaassen, Jennifer Lavers, Hilda Lau, Ila Marks, Eric Miller, Matthew J. Neave, 
  Tobias A. Ross, Vittoria Stevens, Duncan Sutherland, Marcel Klaassen 
 

Abstract 
The current panzootic of high pathogenicity avian influenza (HPAI) H5N1 has been catastrophic for wildlife, and 
following a significant sweep, clade 2.3.4.4b is found in every region aside from Oceania. Herein, we report the 
results of our third year of targeted surveillance of incoming migratory seabirds and shorebirds into Australia.  We 
did not find evidence of HPAI H5N1 in any of the birds tested, and there were no reports of HPAI H5N1 in wildlife 
tested through other surveillance schemes in 2024.  
 
Unlike previous years, we detected a diversity of low pathogenicity avian influenza (LPAI) viruses in shorebirds.  
Through phylogenetic analysis we revealed that the H3N7 and H4N7 viruses recovered from Red-necked Stints 
were complex mosaic viruses, comprising segments of Eurasian, Australian shorebird, and Australian waterfowl 
segments.  A H1N7 virus detected comprised a wholly Eurasian introduction, confirming this route for avian 
influenza viruses into Australian ecosystems. These results provide further evidence for the key role of long-
distance migratory shorebirds in introducing novel LPAI viruses into Oceania. While our focus on northern 
migration routes remained appropriate for HPAI H5N1 surveillance in 2024, the continued spread of HPAI H5N1 
to sub-Antarctic Islands demands consideration of a potential southern incursion route for Oceania in future. 
 

Discussion 
Herein, we report the outcomes of the third year of targeted surveillance undertaken in Australia to rule out a 
putative incursion of HPAI H5N1.  Despite massive, global expansion of HPAI H5N1 since 2021, Oceania remains 
free of HPAI H5N1].  In 2024, as in 2022 and 2023, there was no evidence of incursion of HPAI H5N1, which 
might be attributed to the limited movement of waterfowl between Australia and the rest of the world, despite the 
arrival to Australia of millions of individual migratory birds from other species.  Waterfowl have been implicated as 
an important disperser of HPAI H5N1 given there is evidence that some species (e.g. Mallards Anas 
platyrhynchos) have no or limited clinical disease and have been demonstrated to migrate whilst infected with 
HPAI H5N1 virus.  Importantly, however, with the exception of Australian waterfowl venturing into the northern 
parts of the Australo-Papuan region and vice versa, there are no waterfowl species migrating between Australia 
and Asia, the latter being a hotspot for HPAI H5N1. 
 
While the role of shorebirds as long-distance movers of HPAI H5N1 is unclear, they have been impacted by 
outbreaks, and have been demonstrated to survive HPAI H5N1 infection.  Furthermore, we provide additional 
evidence of their role as long distance 374 movers of LPAI viruses.  While geographic mosaic viruses have been 
previously described in shorebirds sampled in Australia, we have potentially detected the first wholly Eurasian 
virus (H1N7) in Australia in a long-distance migrant.  Moreover, the mosaic genome constellations of the H3 and 
H4 viruses sequenced in this study demonstrate reassortment between viruses previously only described in 
shorebirds, and those from Australian waterfowl populations, demonstrating that viruses are being shared 
between shorebird and waterfowl hosts. 
 
Australia’s surveillance approach for HPAI H5N1 considers northern routes of introduction given HPAI H5N1 has 
been circulating in Asia for decades.  Notably, recent data from countries where robust surveillance systems are 
in place, like Japan and South Korea, confirm the frequent presence of HPAI H5N1 2.3.4.4b in wild birds in 
countries along the East Asian-Australasian Flyway.  Asia is unique in the co-circulation of multiple lineages of 
Goose/Guandong lineage HPAI H5Nx, a result of endemic circulation and diversification in poultry.  Indeed, India, 
Bangladesh, Cambodia, and Indonesia report predominantly 2.3.2.1a or 2.3.2.1e in poultry and associated human 
cases, in addition to 2.3.4.4b.  However, unlike clade 2.3.4.4b, which is spreading with wild birds, clade 2.3.2.1a 
and 2.3.2.1e remain more restricted to poultry.  It is possible that the ongoing presence of these other lineages of 
HPAI H5Nx may potentially result in cross-protection against 2.3.4.4.b in poultry, serving as a potential explanation 
why outbreaks of lineage 2.3.4.4b HPAI are remarkably limited in East Asia.   
 
While our focus on northern migration routes remained appropriate for 2022-2024, the considerable spread of 
HPAI H5N1 2.3.4.4b in the Antarctic requires the consideration of a potential southern incursion route.  In South 
America and potentially the sub-Antarctic,   
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seabirds and marine mammals appeared to contribute significantly to spread, deviating from the dogma that ducks 
are the main contributors to virus spread.  Virus genomes demonstrate that these outbreaks were caused by the 
spread of HPAI H5N1 2.3.4.4b from South Georgia Island, a distance of >5000km along the Southern Ocean to 
the French sub-Antarctic Islands.  Australia’s Heard and McDonald Islands are only 500km from Kerguelen Island, 
and seabirds breeding on Australia’s sub-Antarctic Islands (e.g. Macquarie Island) such as Northern Giant Petrels 
(Macronectes halli) travel along the easterly winds through this area.  While species implicated in the spread of 
HPAI H5N1 2.3.4.4b within the Antarctic region are only rarely seen in Australia, there are other seabirds breeding 
in Australia, such as the Short-tailed Shearwater, which we abundantly sampled (n=237), that may venture into 
Antarctic waters to forage creating opportunities for species interactions and virus transmission.  As such, it is 
critical for future surveillance to consider both an incursion from the north and from the south, by shorebirds and 
seabirds, respectively.  Based on the timing of migration, an incursion from the north is most likely to occur during 
spring with the arrival of long-distance migrants.  Providing a time window where incursion risk from the south is 
highest is more challenging given great uncertainties on what the potential (indirect) routes of entry may be. 
 
 

 
 
 

We recently launched our 2024-25 Annual Sustainability Report, a reflection of the progress we’ve made over 
the past financial year. 
 

Healthy Land & Water Annual Sustainability Report released 

 

 
From the headwaters of our catchments to the shores of Quandamooka, we've been 
restoring waterways, protecting habitat for endangered species like koalas, building 
community resilience to bushfire and floods, and supporting sustainable agriculture across 
the region.  
 
Grounded in over 25 years of continuous environmental monitoring and science, our work 
contributes to global sustainability goals while addressing the real challenges facing South 
East Queensland, one of Australia's fastest-growing and most biodiverse regions. 
 
These outcomes wouldn't have been possible without the incredible support of our partners, 
the landholders, Traditional Owners, and communities we work with every day. Together, 
we’ve delivered outcomes grounded in science, built on hard work and collaboration. 
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While recent algal blooms around the country highlight the urgent need for long-term 
monitoring, we are proud that SEQ is equipped and ready. Thanks to this program, we can spot 
emerging trends, like warming waters and nutrient shifts, and are armed with the science to 
inform our region of emerging threats. 
 
We’re not just looking back at 25 years of impact; we’re using that rich history to improve our 
aquatic ecosystems, public health, and livelihoods for the future. 
 
Date: 4 December 2025 
Where: Online event 
Time: 2:00 pm – 3:30 pm 

Join the celebration at our launch event  

 

 
 

Shorebirds One Year on What we Won What we Lost and What 
Must Come Next 

 
Shorebirds, one year on: what we won, what we lost, and what must come next 
A year of mixed signals for shorebirds: vital site protections and clever science on one side; drying wetlands, 
development pressure and rising extinction risk on the other.  Here’s what moved the needle - and where we 
urgently need to act. 
 

A year that sharpened the edges 
Today is World Shorebirds Day, and with it, we continue a tradition: pausing to reflect on the year that has passed 
for these remarkable birds.  This is not a catalogue of every story from every flyway, but a considered look at 
some of the achievements, setbacks, and lessons that marked the months between two World Shorebirds Days.  

Year in review - Healthy Land & Water 
 

Report Card 2025 launch – Celebrate 25 Years of 
bloomin' data! 

We are thrilled to launch our 25-Year Catchment Health Report Card, celebrating a 
monumental quarter-century of the Ecosystem Health Monitoring Program! This milestone 
isn't just data, it's a legacy of foresight, transforming knowledge into powerful action for our 
waterways. 

https://hlw.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=14ea1399ad0ff0154a462752b&id=d2868937b7&e=b5646767fd
https://hlw.org.au/about/year-in-review
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Across the flyways, the last twelve months brought sharp contrasts.  We saw site-level victories – closures, 
designations, and habitat works that immediately benefit staging flocks – alongside sobering indicators: more 
shorebirds moving into higher extinction-risk categories, wetlands starved of water, and development pressures 
that still bite into the very edges shorebirds need to rest and feed (BirdLife International, 2025; UNESCO, 2025). 
 

 
Far Eastern Curlew, a flagship species of coastal wetlands, highlights both the conservation wins and urgent 
risks reviewed this World Shorebirds Day. © John J Harrison 
 
What worked: decisions with wings 
Targeted protection delivered tangible gains. Deveaux Bank (South Carolina, USA) was admitted to the Western 
Hemisphere Shorebird Reserve Network as a Site of International Importance and is now seasonally closed to 
public access. I t holds one of the world’s largest known roosts of Whimbrel (Numenius phaeopus) and offers 
crucial respite to Red Knot (Calidris canutus) moving along the Atlantic seaboard (WHSRN, 2025). 
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The American Oystercatcher has been one of this year’s conservation success stories. Along the Atlantic and 
Gulf coasts, coordinated monitoring, habitat management, and reduced disturbance have helped stabilise and 
even increase populations in some regions. It is a powerful example of what long-term commitment by 
agencies, NGOs, and local communities can achieve for shorebirds when effort is sustained over decades. 
Photo credits: Top left: © Jacob Krueger; Top middle: © Paul Steil; Top right: © Justine Leclaire; Bottom left and 
right: © Paul Steil 
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In southern Australia, habitat works at Tolderol Game Reserve on Lake Alexandrina – conceived and executed 
with shorebirds in mind – increased foraging habitat and prey availability during migration peaks, a reminder that 
nimble water and vegetation management can quickly translate to birds on the ground (Green Adelaide, 2025). 
 
At the global scale, the Yellow Sea – Bohai Gulf Tidal Flats World Heritage property advanced to “Phase II”, 
knitting more intertidal habitat into a protection network that is indispensable to Great Knot (Calidris tenuirostris) 
and Far Eastern Curlew (Numenius madagascariensis).  While Phase II pre-dates our 12-month window by a 
sliver, its implementation and management have been core to 2024–25 flyway work (UNESCO, 2024). 
 

What we lost – or nearly did 
Elsewhere, inertia or adverse decisions eroded gains. Malaysia’s Teluk Air Tawar–Kuala Muda coast – a globally 
significant shorebird concentration area – still awaits protected-area status despite years of scientific evidence 
and local advocacy.  Continued delays leave Great Knot, Nordmann’s Greenshank (Tringa guttifer) and others 
exposed to ongoing coastal conversion pressures. 
 
Around Darwin Harbour (Northern Territory, Australia), the proposed Middle Arm industrial precinct threatens 
mangroves, saltpans and tidal flats used by Far Eastern Curlew.  The project’s environmental assessments have 
raised red flags about cumulative habitat impacts in a region that annually supports hundreds of endangered 
curlews. 
 

 
 
The Black-tailed Godwit is a key species in Doñana, dependent on seasonal marshes and managed rice fields 
that are now threatened by water scarcity. © Arie Ouwerkerk 
 
In Europe, Doñana remains a bellwether: UNESCO has again pressed Spain to reverse aquifer decline, 
strengthen adaptation planning, and recover plummeting wintering waterbird numbers.  Without rapid, 
enforceable water-use reductions and climate adaptation, Doñana risks sliding toward the World Heritage “In 
Danger” list – a stark symbol of the wetland water crisis many flyways now face (UNESCO WHC, 2025). 
 
 
This year also brought the personal loss of a beloved shorebird scientist and colleague, Dr Shiloh Schulte.  His 
tireless fieldwork, particularly on Red Knots and Arctic-breeding species, and his generous mentoring spirit 
shaped the careers of many.  As an early supporter of World Shorebirds Day, he championed the role of 
collective action and citizen science in conservation. His absence will be felt deeply across the flyway 
community. 
  



Queensland Wader – Issue 134     December 2025, January, February 2026 

19 

 

 
 
Science that changed the conversation 
Fresh work this year tightened our understanding of how shorebirds are coping – and not coping – with a warming, 
drying world. 
 

Life-history timing differs by wintering habitat. 
A comparative analysis of 37 species found that coastal-wintering shorebirds delay their first return to the breeding 
grounds more than inland-winterers – effectively postponing maturity. The effect persisted after accounting for 
latitude and phylogeny, with body size also predicting later return.  This has consequences for lifetime reproductive 
output, particularly if survival or fecundity do not compensate (Rogers et al., 2025). 
 

Bodies are shrinking; appendages are shifting. 
Analyses spanning >200,000 measurements across 25 species in Australia report widespread declines in body 
size and long-term increases in bill length, with short-term reversals (shorter bills) after hotter summers – a 
nuanced signal consistent with thermal and nutritional stress pathways (McQueen et al., 2024; Muise, 2025). 
Morphology is moving on a timescale that management will need to factor into prey-field and microclimate 
provision. 
 

Contaminants remain on the radar. 
New East Asian–Australasian Flyway literature flagged PFAS screening approaches (TOP assay) applied to avian 
samples, underlining the need to map contaminant exposure at staging hubs where birds arrive depleted and 
physiologically vulnerable (EAAFP, 2025). 
 

Citizen science has become decision-grade. 
eBird’s latest spatially explicit trend products now resolve gains and losses at ~27 × 27 km globally, while tools 
like ShorebirdViz integrate abundance, timing and site use for 51 species – a practical layer for site managers 
and policymakers (Cornell Lab, 2025a; 2025b).  Across the Pacific Americas, the Migratory Shorebird Project 
reported trend analyses feeding directly into IUCN Red List updates and national status assessments – proof that 
coordinated monitoring changes policy (MSP, 2025). 
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Bar-tailed Godwit — a traveller across hemispheres, reflecting the mixed fortunes of shorebirds this year: 
protected in some places, imperilled in others. © Michael Mason 
 

The ledger: more red ink than black 
BirdLife’s 2025 annual update confirmed what many of us see on the front lines of the coasts: another step in the 
wrong direction for many migrants.  Sixteen migratory shorebirds shifted into higher extinction-risk categories in 
the 2024 Red List cycle; today, roughly one-third of shorebird species are of global conservation concern – up 
from 12% in 1988 (BirdLife International, 2025).  In North America, shorebirds remain the group with the most 
“tipping-point” species: 19 of 28 are declining (State of the Birds, 2025). 
 

Implications: where to focus next 
1) Water security for wetlands. 

Prioritise hydrological recovery of keystone wetlands (e.g. Doñana-type systems) via enforceable 
groundwater controls, agricultural water-efficiency incentives that actually reduce withdrawals, and 
climate adaptation plans with measurable thresholds.  Hungry marshes cannot feed migrants. 

2) Finish the network.  
Convert known high-use sites still in limbo – the likes of Teluk Air Tawar–Kuala Muda – into legally 
protected areas with buffers that include roost–forage connectivity (including night roosts and high-tide 
refuges).  Pair new listings with on-the-ground stewardship that reduces disturbance during critical 
windows. 

3) Close research gaps in the Global South.  
The African lapwing literature review lays bare a striking taxonomic and geographic skew, with most work 
clustered in South Africa and several species scarcely studied at all.  A targeted programme on lapwings 
(Vanellus spp.) – breeding ecology, demography, and land-use responses – would fill continental blind 
spots and inform grassland management (Phoswa & Downs, 2025). 

4) Scale citizen-science monitoring – globally. 
Couple eBird’s trend engine with structured, patch-based sampling to sharpen detectability and effort 
control.  A World Shorebirds Day–branded push can dovetail with the PatchBird/UTM approach: short, 
standardised surveys in fixed 1 × 1 km patches, repeated across seasons, feed directly into trend surfaces 
and site triage.  Make the feedback loop visible to participants. 

5) Guard the edges. 
Cumulative-impact assessment must become the norm for coastal development. Darwin Harbour’s 
Middle Arm illustrates how saltpans, mangroves and intertidal flats – the edges shorebirds live on – can 
be chipped away one project at a time.  Require whole-of-estuary accounting, and weigh projects against 
flyway-level recovery commitments. 

6) Track the new risks. 
Resource contaminant baselining at staging hubs along the EAAF and WAF (PFAS, heavy metals), and 
fold morphology–climate interactions into conservation targets – smaller bodies and shifting bills change 
energy budgets, prey handling and heat loads. 

  

https://www.facebook.com/michaelisbirding
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The Bristle-thighed Curlew is one of the least-known long-distance migrants, breeding only in Alaska and 
wintering on remote Pacific islands, including Hawaii. Like Africa’s lapwings, it reflects the uneven attention 
given to many shorebirds, whose ecology and conservation remain poorly studied. © Meredith Miller 
 
 

A final note for World Shorebirds Day 
This year’s ledger is mixed but legible.  When we close beaches, fix hydrology, finish the protection network and 
use data well, shorebirds respond. When we underprice water, ignore cumulative impacts or accept limbo for 
known hotspots, they do not.  The good news: none of the six priorities above requires a new theory – just resolve, 
coordination and transparent metrics.  Let’s make the next year’s summary easier to write. 
 
The list of achievements highlighted here is far from complete.  Across the globe, countless smaller communities 
and local initiatives have advanced shorebird conservation in ways that rarely make headlines.  From wetland 
restoration by village groups to grassroots monitoring by schoolchildren, these efforts form the quiet backbone of 
flyway protection – and part of our role is to be their speaker, amplifying their impact. 
 
On this World Shorebirds Day, we extend heartfelt thanks to all who work for shorebirds – conservationists, 
researchers, organisations, and individuals alike.  Every survey, policy push, field season and restored hectare 
matters.  We wish you a joyful World Shorebirds Day and renewed strength for the year ahead. 
 
World Shorebirds Day is also a moment to honour those who gave their lives to this cause.  Among them, we 
remember Dr Shiloh Schulte – a tireless scientist, mentor and early supporter of this very initiative.  His legacy 
lives on in the birds he studied, the colleagues he inspired, and the global community he helped strengthen. 
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Europe’s Renewables in Line with Nature!? 
BirdLife 15 October 2025 
 

 
New Report shows how EU Member States could speed up the energy transition while 
safeguarding nature. 
 
The race to expand renewable energy across Europe is speeding up, increasing the risk of side-lining nature in 
the process.  A new BirdLife Europe report shows how Member States can speed up the energy transition by 
aligning measures with nature conservation and restoration.  Europe has a unique chance to build a nature-
positive renewable energy system that can decarbonise the economy, and restore ecosystems, while 
strengthening energy security, lowering costs and improving people’s health and wellbeing.  But only if Member 
States align their goals now. 
 
The European Commission’s latest assessment suggests the EU is on course to reduce emissions by 54% by 
2030, nearly meeting the legally binding 55% target.  At the same time, none of the measurable sub-targets under 
the EU Biodiversity Strategy are on track.  With governments required to designate Renewable Acceleration Areas 
(RAAs) by February 2026 and to submit Nature Restoration Plans (NRPs) by September 2026, the next year 
presents a narrow but crucial opportunity to align energy and nature planning from the start. 
 
“The report’s central message is clear: renewable expansion and biodiversity conservation and restoration 
don’t need to compete. Considering biodiversity and nature from the start can accelerate renewable deployment, 
while contributing to nature-friendly infrastructure that is supported by the public,” says András Takács, Energy 
Policy Officer at Birdlife Europe & Central Asia 
 
Delays in the renewable rollout are not caused by environmental rules. Instead, weak administrative capacity, 
inconsistent implementation, grid bottlenecks, and poor coordination are the main culprits.  Rather than cutting 
corners on environmental standards, institutions need to be strengthened, and civil society needs to be engaged 
early and meaningfully to speed up the process. 
 
Renewable projects can avoid sensitive sites and support ecosystem recovery through scientifically informed 
planning, strong safeguards, and inclusive governance.  By following these steps, they also build public trust.  But 
governments also need to do their part and help steer projects towards areas with low sensitivity.  Transparent 
data and meaningful consultation[1]  provide clarity for developers and investors, reduce conflict, and accelerate 
deployment. 
 
Several Member States are beginning to explore ways to embed biodiversity into their renewable energy policies.  
One example is the use of ecological non-price criteria in renewable energy auctions.    

https://www.birdlife.org/news/2025/10/15/europes-renewables-in-line-with-nature/#_ftn1
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This allows projects that deliver net-biodiversity benefits[2] to have an advantage over those projects that only 
compete on the lowest costs.  Yet in most cases, price remains the only deciding factor, too often favouring 
projects that cause environmental harm. 
 
The upcoming RAAs and NRPs offer a chance to create genuine synergies between clean energy and nature 
restoration.  But so far, there is little sign that governments are preparing them in tandem.  The stakes are high.  
If Member States fail to align climate and biodiversity planning, they risk undermining public confidence and 
wasting precious time. 
 
BirdLife’s report showcases progress and pitfalls across eight Member States, offering practical lessons and 
examples to replicate as practical ways to speed up the energy transition while preserving and restoring nature.  
The path forward is well mapped: integrate planning across sectors, invest in capable public authorities, ensure 
transparent assessments, and embed participation at every stage. 
 
The next year will be decisive.  Governments must act quickly to establish these foundations, while civil society 
stands ready to provide support and help drive the change. Renewable energy can and must renew nature too. 

 
[1] In this process, decision-makers carefully seek, discuss, and consider the views of the public and 
 stakeholders to improve policies, plans, and projects. It goes beyond a mere formality, requiring good 
 faith, transparency, and sufficient information and time for participants to provide informed input. 
[2] Net biodiversity benefits mean leaving nature/ biodiversity in a better state than it was before a project.  It is 
 not just minimising damage but actively achieving measurable improvements in nature following a 
 mitigation hierarchy: avoidance, minimising negative impacts, mitigation, and improving or creating 
 habitats on-site and off-site. 
 

Deakin- Research Shows Climate Change Reshaping Shorebird 
Wings but only in the North 

 
A landmark study led by Dr. Sara Ryding from Deakin University has found that juvenile shorebirds in northwestern 
Australia are developing longer wings relative to their body size, an apparent adaptation to rising temperatures.  In 
contrast, the same species in southeastern Australia are showing the opposite trend.   
The research, recently publish in the journal Ecography, analysed nearly 19,000 wing measurements across 11 
shorebird species, collected over 43 years by dedicated citizen scientists in the Victorian Wader Study Group and 
Australian Wader Studies Group. 
 
‘We were surprised to see such a clear regional difference,’ said School of Life and Environmental Sciences Dr. 
Ryding. ‘Birds in the north are growing longer wings, likely to help them shed more heat during flight. But in the 
cooler southeast, that pressure just isn’t there.’ 
 
The study focused on juvenile birds, allowing researchers to distinguish between developmental changes and 
long-term evolutionary shifts. 
 
‘These birds are so young, so we were able to link their body shape to the conditions they’re experiencing right 
now, either in the Arctic where they hatch, or here in Australia where they spend the summer,’ said Dr. Ryding. 
 
The findings highlight how climate change can drive divergent adaptations within the same species, depending 
on local environmental pressures. While both Broome in Western Australia and Melbourne, Victoria, host the 
same migratory shorebirds, the vastly different summer climates are shaping their morphology in contrasting 
ways. 
 
‘It’s a tale of two beaches,’ said Dr. Ryding. ‘The different temperatures are shaping them in very different ways.  
The study also underscores the power of long-term citizen science. Volunteers across Australia have been 
collecting data on shorebirds for decades, providing an invaluable dataset that made this research possible.  This 
work wouldn’t exist without the incredible efforts of citizen scientists,’ said Dr. Ryding. ‘Their commitment has 
given us a rare window into how wildlife is responding to climate change in real time.’ 
 
These findings have important implications for conservation. As climate change continues to alter ecosystems, 
understanding how species adapt – or fail to – will be critical for protecting biodiversity.   
‘We need to move beyond one-size-fits-all conservation,’ said Dr. Ryding. ‘What works for birds in the north may 
not be relevant in the south. Local conditions matter.’ 
 
The research team hopes their findings will inform future conservation planning and inspire further collaboration 
between scientists and the public.   

https://www.birdlife.org/news/2025/10/15/europes-renewables-in-line-with-nature/#_ftn1
https://www.birdlife.org/news/2025/10/15/europes-renewables-in-line-with-nature/#_ftnref1
https://www.birdlife.org/news/2025/10/15/europes-renewables-in-line-with-nature/#_ftnref1
https://nsojournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/ecog.07801
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QWSG Picnic – Saturday 4 October 2025 
Wynnum Esplanade at Penfold Parade, Wynnum (WYES) 
 
Twenty-four QWSG members participated in a social picnic on Wynnum Parade. We set up folding tables and 
chairs. The tables soon groaned under the weight of the food people had brought to share. There was a health 
mix of new and old members, and I’m sure everyone enjoyed catching up with friends as well as meeting new 
people. However, it was unanimously agreed that the stars of the event were the shorebirds that turned up. We 
could not have wished for a better collection. Gary Kane gave a welcome speech, but apart from that no formal 
business and everyone simply enjoyed the atmosphere and occasion. 
 
Bird List 
Eastern Curlew 5 
Whimbrel 2  
Bar-tailed Godwit 681  
Great Knot 60  
Red Knot 240 
Grey-tailed Tattler 80  
Pacific Golden Plover 10  
Sharp-tailed Sandpiper 40  
Curlew Sandpiper 3 
Siberian Sand Plover 1 
Pied Oystercatcher 20  

See eBird list: https://ebird.org/checklist/S278251873 
 
 

Count Programme by Linda Cross 
 
We have selected the scheduled count dates for the 2026 Count Programme and Port of Brisbane Pty Ltd (which 
appear at the end of this newsletter). Remember to mark your calendar (particularly the National Summer and 
Winter count dates). The process of selecting count dates has several elements that need to be considered, which 
I will elaborate on in the email I will send to all counters with the count dates and their respective tide chart.  Due 
to some very high tides early in the morning, other dates needed to be selected.   A total of 11 counts has been 
selected for 2026 count programme with the June date being an optional count.  If you have not received the 
count schedule and tide chart for your site via email by the time you receive this newsletter, please contact me. 
 
Judith Coles has relinquished her role as the counter for 5 sites at Caloundra due to health reasons and has 
handed that role to Burnice Starkey.  Judith was already a counter covering Wickham Point, Caloundra when she 
took over counting 5 other sites in the area in February 2021.  Through to July 2025, Judith contributed 222 
records for the Caloundra sites in the database. Judith also assisted with the Noosa River mouth sandbanks 
counts for many years and resigned from that activity earlier in the year.  Our thanks Judith for her valued 
contribution to those sites.  However, Judith has said she will continue counting Wickham Point for now and has 
offered to help Burnice at Caloundra when she can. 
 
Although Burnice Starkey has been helping Judith Coles survey the Caloundra sites since December 2021, we 
can now officially welcome Burnice Starkey as the main counter for those sites. With Judith stepping down, 
Burnice has already taken over the task of counting the sites for the count programme since August 2025.  With 
over 3 years’ experience assisting with the counts, we know Burnice has the expertise to continue doing a great 
job.  We look forward to a long relationship with your involvement Burnice within the count programme and the 
group. 
 
The southward migration in spring also means the eastern migration for Double-banded Plover.  The last of the 
stragglers to leave our shores for their homeland across the Tasman, all migrated from 5 sites before the end of 
August.  Their numbers and last observation dates were recorded from Kakadu Beach Bribie Island (3) on 
10.08.25, Geoff Skinner Reserve (18) on 15.08.25, King Street mudflat Thornlands (15) on 16.08.25, Port of 
Brisbane complex (23) on 17.08.25 and the last remaining bird was recorded from Noosa River mouth sandbanks 
(1) on 25.08.25. 
 
As mentioned in the previous newsletter, there will be juvenile birds (some of which are easy to identify) in the 
returning migratory waders, so please record the number of juveniles alongside each species when entering your 
counts if you are confident in identifying the juveniles.  In the table below are the first 3 records for juvenile Bar-
tailed Godwit within flocks and a single Eurasian Whimbrel.   
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In the table below are records for our resident juvenile species recorded on counts.  
 

 
Thank you to the counters who took the time to check and record juvenile bird in their counts. 
  
Also, remember to check carefully for vagrants as an Asian Dowitcher has already been recorded at Kakadu 
Beach Bribie Island on 5 and 7 October. 
 
Only 4 records for returning Grey Plover with (12) being recorded at Boonooroo on 25.09.25 before increasing to 
(85) on 26.10.25. The other 2 records came from Port of Brisbane complex (7) on 28.09.25 and Dead Tree Beach 
Moreton Island (4) on 24.10.25. 
 
To the end of October, only 7 sites recorded Siberian Sand Plover with numbers being in single digits for 4 of 
those sites.  The highest count was from Point Vernon in Hervey Bay (46) on 25.10.25 followed by Port of Brisbane 
complex (33) on 26.10.25 and Kinka Beach Yeppoon (27) on 25.10.25. 
 
It was a similar story for Greater Sand Plover with just 6 sites recording the species. Urangan Marina ponds in 
Hervey Bay is a new site that has recently been added to the QWSG database and where the highest count of 
(150) was recorded on 20.09.25.  O’Regan Creek westside Hervey Bay recorded (35) on 28.09.25 followed by 
Point Vernon (16) on 25.10.25 and Cairns Esplanade (11) on 24.10.25.  
 
Eurasian Whimbrel was recorded at 31 sites with the highest count at Cairns Esplanade (416) on 25.09.25 
followed by Lytton Claypan No 1 (197) on 13.10.25 and Toorbul (151) on 28.09.25  
 
Far Eastern Curlew is one of the first migratory wader to arrive back on our shores and was recorded at 44 sites 
from Cairns to southern Moreton Bay during August, September and October with many high counts. Boonooroo 
recorded the highest count in August with (486) on 14.08.25 and increasing to (755) on 25.09.25 before dropping 
to (284) on 26.10.25. Geoff Skinner Reserve recorded (271) on 27.09.25 and Toorbul (184) on 28.09.25. However, 
numbers did not peak in the south until October with Kakadu Beach Bribie Island recording (551) on 07.10.25 and 
Port of Brisbane complex (492) on 26.10.25. 
 
The Bar-tailed Godwit is the most common migratory wader on our shores and was recorded at 34 sites from 
southern Moreton Bay to Cairns during the last 3 months. At Dead Tree Beach Moreton Island, the highest count 
of (3,480) was recorded during the spring survey. Kakadu Beach Bribie Island recorded (1,846) on 07.10.25 and 
numbers ranging from 1,750 to 1,820 continued to use the roost through to 26.10.25.  Other high counts include 
Port of Brisbane complex (1,601) on 26.10.25, Amity Point sandbank (1,183) on 24.10.25, Toorbul (1,067) on 
28.09.25, Boonooroo (1,050) on 25.10.25 and Manly Harbour (1,040) on 25.10.25. Two other sites recorded close 
to (1,000) birds each and 3 sites had a few hundred each.  All other sites recorded a couple of hundred down to  
single digits.   
 
Black-tailed Godwit was recorded at 6 sites during September and October with Port of Brisbane complex 
recording the highest count of (42) on 26.10.25 followed by Manly Harbour with (14) on 27.09.25 and Toorbul (5) 
on 28.09.25.  Maaroom recorded (3) on 28.09.25 with (1) still on site on 26.10.25, while Cairns Esplanade 
recorded (1) on 25.09.25 and 24.10.25.  At Amity Point sandbank (1) was recorded on 24.10.25.  
 
Red Knot was recorded at 15 sites during the southward migration.  Port of Brisbane complex recorded the highest 
count of (164) on 28.09.25 followed by Dead Tree Beach Moreton Island (142) on 24.10.25. Maaroom recorded 
(95) on 26.10.25 and Queens Esplanade Thorneside (57) on 07.10.25 while 4 other sites recorded 12 to 25 birds.  
Other sites were in single digits. 
 
Extracts from the August, September and October counts for other migratory species appear below. Additional 
extracts for some (resident waders and other birds) can be found within this article and in the “Interesting wader 
sightings” section of the newsletter.   

Site Species Date Flock size Juveniles in flock 

Queens Esplanade Thorneside Bar-tailed Godwit 21.10.25 102 2 

Queens Esplanade Thorneside Bar-tailed Godwit 23.10.25 104 2 

Queens Esplanade Thorneside Bar-tailed Godwit 25.10.25 86 1 

Oyster Point Eurasian Whimbrel 25.10.25 1 1 

Site Species Date Flock size Juveniles in flock 

Port of Brisbane Black-fronted Dotterel 13.07.25 4 1 

Cairns Esplanade Pied Stilt 16.08.25 30 10 

Port of Brisbane Pied Stilt 17.08.25 71 6 

Godwin Beach Pied Stilt 24.08.25 60 9 
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Pacific Golden Plover: Port of Brisbane complex (250) on 28.09.25 and Point Halloran Reserve (148) on 
 27.09.25, Manly Harbour (75) on 25.10.25, Maroochy River northshore (57) on 01.10.25, Urangan 
 Marina ponds Hervey Bay (56) on 08.10.25, Point Vernon Hervey Bay (54) on 22.09.25, Noosa River 
 mouth sandbanks (53) on 09.10.25 
Latham’s Snipe: Garnet’s Lagoons Susan River Hervey Bay (2) on 25.10.25 and (1) 27.09.25, Buckley’s Hole 
 Bribie Island (1) on 12.10.25 and Queensland Aluminium Limited Gladstone (1) on 26.09.25  
Terek Sandpiper: Kakadu Beach Bribie Island (180) on 23.10.25, Maaroom (65) on 28.09.25, Manly Harbour 
 (15) on 25.10.25, Cairns Esplanade (8) on 24.10.25 and the Port of Brisbane complex (7) on 28.09.25 
Common Sandpiper: Queensland Aluminium Limited Gladstone (1) on 26.09.25 and (1) on 23.10.25 
Grey-tailed Tattler: Picnic Island Great Sandy Strait (776) on 25.08.25 and (858) on 24.09.25, Port of Brisbane 
 complex (747) on 26.10.25 and Manly Harbour (221) on 25.10.25 
Wandering Tattler: Gables Point Rocks Hervey Bay (1) on 22.09.25 
Marsh Sandpiper: Maaroom (15) on 26.10.25, Garnett’s Lagoons Susan River Hervey Bay (7) on 27.09.25, 
 Boonooroo (7) on 14.08.25, Endeavour River claypan Cooktown (2 – nearly 10 years since last record) 
 on 23.10.25 
Common Greenshank: Acacia Street Wellington Point (15) on 25.10.25, Queens Esplanade Thorneside (8) on 
 21.10.25, Queensland Aluminium Limited Gladstone (4) on 26.09.25 and Boonooroo (4) on 25.09.25 
Ruddy Turnstone: Port of Brisbane complex (20) on 28.09.25, Picnic Island Great Sandy Strait (20) on 
 25.08.25 and Gables Point Rocks Hervey Bay (14) on 25.10.25 
Great Knot: Toorbul (287) on 28.09.25, Maaroom (260) on 28.09.25, Port of Brisbane complex (258) on 
 28.09.25, Kakadu Beach Bribie Island (233) on 07.10.25, Cairns Esplanade (224) on 25.09.25 and 
 Boonooroo (200) on 25.10.25 
Sharp-tailed Sandpiper: Cairns Esplanade (389) on 24.10.25 and Port of Brisbane complex (201) on 26.10.25 
Curlew Sandpiper: Port of Brisbane complex (742) on 28.09.25 
Red-necked Stint: Port of Brisbane complex (602) on 17.08.25, Barron River Cairns (365) on 26.10.25, 
 Gregory Road Hays Inlet (195) on 25.105.25 and Manly Harbour (159) on 25.10.25. 
 

Breeding records – resident waders: 
 
It was good to see several breeding records for 7 of our resident wader species on your count entries. 
Beach Stone-curlew: Noosa River mouth sandbanks (nest observed with single egg) on 11.09.25.  Kakadu 
 Beach Bribie Island (mating third week of October and nesting on 26.10.25). 
Bush Stone-curlew: St. Helena Island wetland (bird sitting on nest with 2 eggs) on 27.10.25 
Pied Oystercatcher: Kakadu Beach Bribie Island (pair nesting) on 10.08.25 and 24.08.25. Kakadu Beach 
 Bribie Island (2 pair nesting) on 03.09.25, (2 adults with 2 chicks and 2 adults nesting) on 07.09.25 and 
 (1 chick) on 26.09.25. Kakadu Beach Bribie Island (a pair with 2 half-grown chicks and a pair with 2 
 smaller chicks) on 10.10.25. St. Helena Island Pier (a pair with 2 young) on 27.10.25. St Helena Island 
 north (a bird on a nest with 1 egg) on 27.10.25. 
Pied Stilt: Port of Brisbane complex (4 chicks) on 20.10.25 and (2 birds nesting) on 26.10.25. 
Masked Lapwing: Kakadu Beach Bribie Island (pair nesting) on 10.08.25 and (nesting with chicks possibly just 
 hatched) on 24.08.25. Kakadu Beach Bribie Island (2 adults with 2 chicks and 2 adults with 1 chick) on 
 07.09.25. Toorbul (1 adult with 1 chick and 1 chick with 4 adults) on 28.09.25. Kakadu Beach Bribie 
 Island (2 adults with 2 chicks) on 05.10.25 and (2 adults with 2 half-grown chicks) on 19.10.25. 
 Queensland Aluminium Limited (2 birds sitting on nests) on 23.10.25. Maaroom (1 bird sitting on nest 
 with 4 eggs) on 26.10.25. 
Red-capped Plover: Kakadu Beach Bribie Island (male defending territory nest) on 10.08.25. Buckley’s Hole 
 Bribie Island (1 chick with adults) on 16.08.25. Kakadu Beach Bribie Island (2 chicks) on 22.08.25. 
 Endeavour River claypan Cooktown (1 adult female and 2 juveniles, not yet fledged) on 22.08.25. 
 Kakadu Beach Bribie Island (nesting with 2 eggs) on 07.09.25. Noosa River mouth sandbanks (1 bird 
 sitting on scrape with 1 egg) on 11.09.25. Queensland Aluminium Limited Gladstone (2 birds sitting on 
 nests, eggs visible) on 26.09.25. Amity Point sandbank (pair nesting) on 24.10.25. Manly Harbour (2 
 juvenile) on 25.10.25. 
Comb-crested Jacana: All records coming from Buckley’s Hole Bribie Island with (a pair mating and collecting 
 nesting material) on 17.08.25, (a pair nesting with 4 eggs) on 31.08.25, (nesting) on 14.09.25, (a bird on 
 a nest) on 27.09.25 and (1 bird nesting, 1 bird building a nest, 2 very small chicks and 3 half-grown 
 chicks) on 12.10.25 
 
Thank you to the counters who took the time to record breeding records for resident waders. 
 
Errata: I made an error when writing the vale for John Knight that appeared in issue 132 of the newsletter.  I said 
that John was used to counting sheep.  That  was incorrect and his wife Margaret very kindly told me that they 
farmed cattle.  My apologies to Margaret and her family for that mistake. 
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I would like to take this opportunity to thank all counters for their continued commitment throughout 2025  
to the count programme and their contribution to QWSG.  Without your efforts, the QWSG would not have 
the most extensive wader database in Australia.  My sincere thanks to you all and best wishes to you and 
your families for a peaceful Christmas and happy and healthy 2026.   
 
Counters not entering their counts online, please continue to send them to me at my email or postal address as 
follows:  xenus69@bigpond.com 
Snail mail:  40 Thompson Road, Bellmere. Qld 4510    Phone:  5495 2758 Mobile:  0490 080 340 
 
A reminder that Leg flag sightings must not be entered online during count entry. Please note that you 
can now enter flagged and banded sightings on the new website. If you prefer, you can email sightings 
to Jon Coleman (email address legflags@waders.org.au . You can also contact Jon or me for the Leg Flag 
Observation Report Form. 
 
Happy counting. 
Linda Cross. 
 

Interesting resident wader sightings  
Beach Stone-curlew sightings during the last 3 months have come from 11 sites with the highest count for 
 each site as follows: Reeder’s Point Moreton Island (3) on 24.10.25, Kakadu Beach Bribie Island (2) on 
 26.10.25, Noosa River mouth sandbanks (2) on 09.10.25, Gables Point Rocks Hervey Bay (2) on 
 28.09.25, Sea Eagles Road Great Sandy Strait (2) on 14.09.25, Caloundra (2 – on northern tip of Bribie 
 Island) on 19.08.25, Caboolture River mouth (2 – only 4th record since the early 1990s) on 26.09.25,  
 Maroochy River (2) on 30.10.25 and St. Helena Island north (1 – heard calling) on 27.10.25 
Bush Stone-curlew: Kakadu Beach Bribie Island (2 – only the second record for the species. Last recorded in 
 2007) and St. Helena Island wetland (1) on 27.10.25 
Pied Oystercatcher: Manly Harbour (116) on 16.08.25, Geoff Skinner Reserve (75) on 27.09.25, Acacia Street 
 Wellington Point (64) on 25.10.25, Port of Brisbane complex (47) on 26.10.25, Boonooroo (46) on 
 14.08.25 and Dunwich North Stradbroke Island (45) on 24.10.25 
Sooty Oystercatcher: Urangan Marina ponds Hervey Bay (4) on 20.09.25, Gables Point Rocks Hervey Bay (4) 
 on 22.09.25, Dunwich North Stradbroke Island (3) on 25.10.25, Wickham Point (2) on 10.10.25, Duck 
 Island and Picnic Island in the Great Sandy Strait (2 birds on each island) on 24.09.25 
Pied Stilt: Port of Brisbane complex (601) on 17.08.25, Toorbul (174) on 17.08.25, Kedron Brook Wetlands 
 (160) on 18.08.25, Manly Harbour (125) on 16.08.25 and Acacia Street Wellington Point (122) on 
 04.08.25 
Black-fronted Dotterel: Queensland Aluminium Limited Gladstone (33) on 08.08.25 and (20) on 26.09.25, King 
 Street mudflat Thornlands (21) on 16.08.25 
Masked Lapwing: Geoff Skinner Reserve (62) on 15.08.25, Cairns Esplanade (45) on 15.08.25, Deception Bay 
 claypan (44) on 16.08.25, Point Halloran Reserve (31) on 24.08.25 and King Street mudflat Thornlands 
 (30) on 16.08.25 
Red-capped Plover: O’Regan Creek westside Hervey Bay (257) on 25.10.25, Kinka Beach Yeppoon (156) on 
 25.10.25, Queensland Aluminium Limited Gladstone (101) on 08.08.25 and Port of Brisbane complex 
 (94) on 17.08.25 
Comb-crested Jacana: Garnett’s Lagoons Susan River Hervey Bay (11) on 25.10.25 and Buckley’s Hole Bribie 
 Island (9) on 12.10.25 
 

Not waders but of interest anyway  
Magpie Goose: Port of Brisbane complex (22) on 28.09.25 
Wandering Whistling Duck: Buckley’s Hole Bribie Island (17) on 16.08.25 
Black Swan: Kinka Wetlands Yeppoon (122 – includes 6 juveniles) on 16.08.25 
Radjah Shelduck: Queensland Aluminium Limited Gladstone (4) on 26.09.25 and (4) on 23.10.25, Endeavour 
 River claypan Cooktown (4) on 23.10.25 
Pink-eared Duck: Port of Brisbane (1) on 17.08.25 
Pacific Black Duck: Queensland Aluminium Limited Gladstone (93) on 08.08.25 
Grey Teal: Queensland Aluminium Limited Gladstone (224) on 23.10.25 and Garnett’s Lagoons Susan River 
 Hervey Bay (137) on 25.10.25 
Chestnut Teal: Port of Brisbane complex (265) on 17.08.25 and (225) on 26.10.25, Kedron Brook Wetlands 
 (209) on 18.08.25 and Luggage Point (110) on 26.10.25  
Buff-banded Rail: Kakadu Beach Bribie Island (3) on 05.10.25, Port of Brisbane complex (1) on 26.10.25, 
 Kedron Brook Wetlands (1) on 29.09.25, Buckley’s Hole Bribie Island (1) on 27.09.25 and Queensland 
 Aluminium Limited Gladstone (1) on 08.08.25 
Dusky Moorhen: Port of Brisbane complex (184) on 26.10.25 
Eurasian Coot: Port of Brisbane complex (145) on 17.08.25 
  

mailto:xenus69@bigpond.com
mailto:legflags@waders.org.au
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Brolga: Kinka Wetlands Yeppoon (4) on 27.09.25 and Garnett’s Lagoons Susan River Hervey Bay (3) on 
 25.10.25 
Little Tern: O’Regan Creek westside Hervey Bay (900) on 25.10.25,  Port of Brisbane (161) on 26.10.25 and 
 Barron River Cairns (24) on 16.08.25 
Australian Tern: Barron River Cairns (230) on 16.08.25, Queensland Aluminium Limited Gladstone (179) on 
 08.08.25, Geoff Skinner Reserve (173) on 12.08.25, Boonooroo (165) on 25.09.25 and Garnett’s 
 Lagoons Susan River Hervey Bay (152) on 25.10.25 
Whiskered Tern: Luggage Point (29) on 26.10.25, Lytton Claypan No 1 (14 – all in full breeding plumage) on 
 13.10.25, Garnett’s Lagoons Susan River Hervey Bay (14) on 25.10.25 
Common Tern: Maroochy River sandbar (3) on 01.10.25 
Lesser Crested Tern: O’Regan Creek westside Hervey Bay (20) on 16.08.25, Manly Harbour (7) on 16.08.25 
 and Gables Point Rocks Hervey Bay (4) on 30.09.25 
Greater Crested Tern: Noosa River mouth sandbanks (980) on 09.10.25, Sandbank No 3 Caloundra (587) on 
 30.09.25 and Maroochy River sand bar (506) on 01.10.25 
Silver Gull: Luggage Point (220) on 26.10.25, Cairns Esplanade (181) on 16.08.25 and Reeder’s Point Moreton 
 Island (150) on 24.10.25 
Black-necked Stork: Kinka Wetlands Yeppoon (1) on 27.09.25 
Australasian Darter: Scarborough to Clontarf (19) on 26.09.25 
Australian Pied Cormorant: Amity Point sandbank (280) on 24.10.25, Pelican Banks Kgari (Fraser) Island 
 (128) on 24.09.25 and Burrum River Hervey Bay (118) on 27.08.25 
Little Black Cormorant: Buckley’s Hole Bribie Island (124) on 16.08.25 
Great Cormorant: Buckley’s Hole Bribie Island (4) on 31.08.25 
Australian White Ibis: Port of Brisbane complex (108) on 28.09.25 
Straw-necked Ibis: Pine Rivers Wetland Reserve (36) on 16.08.25 and Port of Brisbane (28) on 17.08.25 
Royal Spoonbill: Port of Brisbane (118) on 28.09.25 and Comber’s Paddock Boonooroo (97) on 14.08.25 
Yellow-billed Spoonbill: Kedron Brook Wetlands (1) on 29.09.25 
Nankeen Night Heron: Buckley’s Hole Bribie Island (2) on 16.08.25 and Queensland Aluminium Limited 
 Gladstone (1) on 26.09.25 
Pacific Reef Heron: Cairns Esplanade (2 – both grey) on 16.08.25, Goat Island Moreton Bay (2 – 1 grey, 1 
 white) on 24.10.25, Wickham Point (1) on 10.10.25 and Scarborough to Clontarf (1 – grey) on 26.09.25 
Little Egret: Bishop’s Marsh Toorbul (25) on 17.08.25 and Cairns Esplanade (20) on 16.08.25 
White-faced Heron: Bogimbah Creek Great Sandy Strait (48) on 07.09.25, Godwin Beach (46) on 05.10.25, 
 King Street mudflat Thornlands (40) on 16.08.25 and Nandeebie Park (38) on 27.09.25 
Eastern Cattle Egret: Garnett’s Lagoons Susan River Hervey Bay (95) on 16.08.25 
White-necked Heron: Pine Rivers Wetland Reserve (1) on 16.08.25 and Kinka Wetlands Yeppoon (1) on 
 16.08.25 and 27.09.25 
Great Egret: Cairns Esplanade (21) on 16.08.25 
Plumed Egret: Godwin Beach (12 – high number for site) on 24.08.25 
Australian Pelican: Garnett’s Lagoons Susan River Hervey Bay (116) on 27.09.25, Port of Brisbane (92) on 
 26.10.25 and Queensland Aluminium Limited Gladstone (80) on 23.10.25 
Black-shouldered Kite: Garnet’s Lagoons Susan River Hervey Bay (1) on 27.09.25, Kedron Brook Wetlands 
 (1) on 18.08.25 and (1) on 29.09.25 and Queensland Aluminium Limited Gladstone (1) on 08.08.25 
Brown Goshawk: Port of Brisbane complex (2) on 28.09.25, St. Helena Island Pier (1) on 27.10.25, Luggage 
 Point (1) on 26.10.25 and Queensland Aluminium Limited Gladstone (1) on 08.08.25  
Collared Sparrowhawk: Buckley’s Hole Bribie Island (1) on 31.08.25 and Port of Brisbane complex (1) on 
 28.09.25 
Swamp Harrier: Queensland Aluminium Limited Gladstone (1) on 08.08.25, Garnett’s Lagoons Susan River (1) 
 on 16.08.25, Port of Brisbane (1) on 17.08.25 and Kedron Brook Wetlands (1) on 18.08.25 
Spotted Harrier: Port of Brisbane (1 – juvenile bird) on 17.08.25 
Black Kite: Endeavour River claypan Cooktown (4) on 22.08.25, Queensland Aluminium Limited Gladstone (3) 
 on 08.08.25, Caboolture River mouth (1 -flying over – only 6th record) on 26.09.25 and Kinka Beach 
 Yeppoon (1) on 16.08.25 
White-bellied Sea Eagle: Pine Rivers Wetland Reserve (3 – 1 adult and 2 immature birds) on 16.08.25 and 
 Kedron Brook Wetlands (3 – 1 adult and 2 young on nest) on 18.08.25 
Nankeen Kestrel: Queensland Aluminium Limited Gladstone (1) on 08.08.25 and Luggage Point (1) on 
 26.10.25 
Australian Hobby: O’Regan Creek westside Hervey Bay (1) on 28.09.25 and Queensland Aluminium Limited 
 Gladstone (1) on 08.08.25 
Peregrine Falcon: Kakadu Beach Bribie Island (2) on 10.10.25, Kedron Brook Wetlands (1) on 18.08.25 and 
 Reeder’s Point Moreton Island (1) on 24.10.25 
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Wader Watch by Jon Coleman 
 
Hi everyone,  
Welcome to wader watch. For the period late August to end October. Over this period a total of 436 records 
were received with the breakdown of those records shown below.  Our migratory shorebirds where most of our 
records come started arriving during this period hence the uplift in the number of sightings. 
Green Leg Flag sightings seen in QLD 
A total of 393 records of green flagged shorebirds were recorded during this period. 
 
Green Leg Flag Sightings seen Overseas 
Curlew Sandpiper 

CJS-07/09/2025, Hanpao Wetlands, Taiwan: Lin Chao-Hui 
Bar-tailed Godwit 

FPU-08/10/2025, Motueka, Nelson, New Zealand: Christine Grove 
BDE-20/09/2025, Pūkorokoro Miranda, New Zealand: Adrian Riegen 

 
INTERSTATE FLAGGED BIRDS SEEN IN QLD 
Yellow Flagged Pied Oystercatchers from NSW 

C4-27/10/2025, St Helena Island: Arthur Keates & Wayne Matthews 
C5-15/07/2025, St Helena Island: Gary Kane 

Orange (Vic) leg flags 
Bar-tailed Godwit 

EBA – 24/09/2025, Kakadu Beach: Terry Burgess 
HCP – 04/10/2025, Wynnum Esplanade:  Tony Cotter, Arthur Keates, Anne Buchanan 
CWZ – 04/10/2025, Wynnum Esplanade:  Tony Cotter, Arthur Keates, Anne Buchanan 
Plain-09/10/2025, Kakadu Beach: May Britton 

Red Knot 
HP-04/10/2025, Wynnum Esplanade: Tony Cotter 
HP-05/10/2025, Wynnum Esplanade: Tony Cotter 
HP-25/10/2025, Wynnum Esplanade: Tony Cotter 

 
OVERSEAS FLAGGED BIRDS SEEN IN QLD 
Black over white or white over black (Shanghai, China) leg flag sightings 
Red Knot 

Plain- 24/09/2025, Coloola Cove: Penn Lloyd 
A60 – 04/10/2025, Wynnum Esplanade: Tony Cotter, Arthur Keates 
A60 – 06/10/2025, Thorneside Esplanade: Arthur Keates 

Great Knot 
AA1 – 04/10/2025, Wynnum Esplanade: Tony Cotter, Arthur Keates, Anne Buchanan 
J62 – 14/10/2025, Wynnum Esplanade: Arthur Keates 
J62 – 16/10/2025, Geoff Skinner Reserve: Tony Cotter 

Black-tailed Godwit 
LK-13/10/2025, Lytton Claypan: Arthur Keates & Pat Reed 

 
Black over Yellow (Kamchatka, Russia) leg flag sightings 
Great Knot 

AZH – 28/09/2025, Toorbul Wader Roost: Dez Wells 
A2H – 08/10/2025, Kakadu Brach: Terry Burgess 
A2H – 11/10/2025, Kakadu Brach: Terry Burgess 

 
white over Blue (Taiwan) leg flag sightings 
Bar-tailed Godwit 

Plain- 06/10/2025, Kakadu Beach: May Britton 
 
White (New Zealand) leg flag sightings 
Bar-tailed Godwit 

EKT – 24/09/2025, Kakadu Beach: Terry Burgess 
ALR- 17/02/2025, Toorbul Wader Roost: Dez Wells 
CNP-09/10/2025, Kakadu Beach: Terry Burgess 
IZT – 08/10/2025, Kakadu Beach: Terry Burgess 
AJJ – 08/10/2025, Kakadu Brach: Terry Burgess 
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Red Knot 

EHD – 06/10/2025, Thorneside Esplanade: Arthur Keates 
###-11/10/2025, Kakadu Beach: Terry Burgess 

 
The following people and organisations contributed the data used in this report with apologies for any 
inadvertent omission: 
 

Adrian Riegen, Akira Shinozaki, Andreas Kim, Anne Buchanan, Arthur Keates, Chris Walker, Christine 
Grove, Danica Lockett, David Williams, Deborah Teys, Dezmond Wells, Gary Kane, Genevieve Starkey, 
Glenn Israel, Helen Leonard, Hidetoshi Kudo, John Lowry, Lin Chao-Hui,  M. Kobayashi, Mark Clarke, 
Mary Barram,, May Britton, Michael Strong, Patrick Reed, Patti Coolsen, Penn Lloyd, Peter Evans, Ross 
Naumann, Sheryl Keates, Sue Lee, Terry Burgess, Tony Cotter, Una Sandeman, Wayne Matthews. 

 
Every record received is incredibly valuable so thank you to everyone who contributed their sightings.  Please 
remember if your submitting sightings to use our web site and enter your records there as we can process them 
online, they’re easy to enter and far easier to manage through that way.  The web site is www.waders.org.au and 
click on the Report a Banded/ Leg Flagged Bird link on the home page.  When completing a report only record 
what you see and don’t assume anything in terms of which leg the flag is on, or any other details, we’ll work with 
what you provide.  
 
 

Wader ID Days 
 

Wader ID day Manly Harbour (restricted area) 
Saturday 10 January 2026  

2.02m high tide at 2:20pm.  Meeting time 2:30pm. 
 
We’ll be there at high tide, hoping to for a good selection of migratory and resident shorebirds. The sun will be 
little behind us for good viewing. 
 
This will be a good opportunity to access this site, which is normally closed to the public. However, under our 
access agreement with the State strict conditions apply. Participants will be required to sign a form accepting 
responsibility for their own health and safety, including: 

• wearing protective clothing (e.g. hat, shoes, sunglasses) 

• using sunscreen 

• drinking water to avoid dehydration 

• using insect repellent if necessary 

• tell a group leader about any health issues that may affect taking part in the field trip 

• tell a group leader or another participant if feeling unwell, or concerned about someone else 

• tell a group leader or another participant about any injury suffered (including a slip, trip, fall and snake 
bite) 

• tell a group leader or another participant about any hazard that may cause injury to someone 
Participants must wear enclosed footwear and have drinking water. The gate will be locked after we enter, and it 
will not be possible for late arrivals to participate. 
 
Meet at the end of Davenport Drive Manly, see link: where to meet. 
 
Bring binoculars, telescopes if you have one, drinking water and insect repellent. There are no public toilets at 
this site. 
 
Please arrive on time for our preliminary chat. You’ll need to be a BQ or QWSG member to attend, see link: 
become a member. Hopefully we’ll be able to identify all the birds and answer all your questions. 
 
Contact Gary Kane on 0412 423 023 or garykane1@gmail.com to register, and for more details. Participation will 
be limited to people with confirmed registrations. 
 
  

http://www.waders.org.au/
https://maps.app.goo.gl/7KMmMu2y3wpdvdyi7
https://waders.org.au/about-qwsg/qwsg-membership/
mailto:garykane1@gmail.com
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Wader ID day Lytton Claypan (restricted area) 
Sunday 8 February 2026  

1.93m high tide at 1:27pm.  Meeting time 2:00pm. 
 
We’ll be there at high tide, hoping to see a good range of migratory and resident shorebirds. Be aware there will 
be some walking involved, and the site can be a bit muddy. 
 
This is a Port of Brisbane site, and permission will be sought before conducting the event. 
 
Meet in the car park of the Port of Brisbane Boat Ramp, off Port Drive. This is just to the south and east of the 
bridge that connects Lytton to the Port of Brisbane. see link: where to meet. 
 
Bring binoculars, telescopes if you have one, drinking water, insect repellent, and boots suitable for a bit of mud. 
There are public toilets in the car park. 
 
Please arrive on time for our preliminary chat. You’ll need to be a BQ or QWSG member to attend, see link: 
become a member. Hopefully we’ll be able to identify all the birds and answer all your questions. 
 
Contact Gary Kane on 0412 423 023 or garykane1@gmail.com to register, and for more details. Participation will 
be limited to people with confirmed registrations. 
 
 

Wader ID Days Reports 
 

Day Walk - Wednesday 8th October 2025 
Beth Boyd Park, Thorneside 
 
Twenty-three people appreciated an 8:30am start for a pleasant walk around Mooroondu Point. The temperature 
was 240C, there was a light cloud cover and a medium wind. We saw 37 species. I particularly enjoyed the calls 
of the Mangrove Gerygones. The pond at the end of the walk was dry, so the sign promoting Buff-banded Rails 
was considered false advertising. After the walk we had our regular picnic and bird call. Follow this link for the 
eBird list for our walk: https://ebird.org/checklist/S277906187. 
 
The plan was then to wait another half hour or so for the shorebirds to arrive as the high tide receded. However, 
due to the vagaries of tides and onshore winds, we waited a bit longer than expected. Still, we were eventually 
treated to a lovely collection of shorebirds; 30 Bar-tailed Godwit, 2 Whimbrel, 1 Great Knot, 32 Red Knot, 58 Grey-
tailed Tattler, 2 Pied Oystercatcher, 2 Masked Lapwing, 5 Black Swan, 4 Australian Tern, 1 Little Black Cormorant, 
2 Little Egret. Follow this link for the eBird list for the shorebirds: https://ebird.org/checklist/S277918733. 
 
 

Manly ID Day – Sunday 12th October 2025 
 
Twenty-one BQ and QWSG members attended this ID Day at the Manly restricted area. Before we entered the 
roost site, Gary Kane gave a safety briefing and a general introduction on the birds we were likely to see and how 
to identify them. Assistant supervisors were Arthur Keates, Sheryl Keates and Frank Burch. There was a good 
selection of birds including 12 migratory species and 5 resident species including a Sooty Oystercatcher. Among 
the Bar-tailed Godwit were 2 juveniles having just arrived on their first migration south. The attendees were mainly 
at beginner level, and all appreciated the opportunity to visit the Manly roost and be given expert tuition in 
identifying the shorebirds. 
 
The species list for the ID Day: 

Eastern Curlew, Bar-tailed Godwit, Whimbrel, Great Knot, Red Knot, Grey-tailed Tattler, Terrick 
Sandpiper, Curlew Sandpiper, Sharp-tailed Sandpiper, Golden Plover, Ruddy Turnstone, Red-necked 
Stint, Red-capped Plover, Pied Oystercatcher, Sooty Oystercatcher, Pied Stilt, Masked Lapwing, Silver 
Gull, Australian Tern, Whiskered Tern, Little-pied Cormorant, Pelican, Brahminy Kite, Osprey,  

 
  

https://maps.app.goo.gl/Ns75M59cyx1hqVga6
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QWSG Activities Report - June to end August 
Monthly Counts    Port of Brisbane Counts 
 27th September    28th September 

25th October    26th October 
22nd November    23rd November 
 

Committee Meeting 
 20th November has been delayed until 11th December 
 
Cannon netting 
 19th October – Manly Harbour high tide roost 19 members attended plus DPI 
 7th to 9th November – Maaroom high tide roost 21 members attended plus DPI 
 
Meetings 

Various meetings with National Avian Influenza Wild Bird Steering Group 
14th October - Class to teach sample taking for Avian Flu with DPI 
30th October – MS-CAP Teams meeting – 1 QWSG representative. 
6th – 9th November - Trip to Yatsu-Higata, Japan – 4 representatives 
24th November - Moreton Bay Leaders Meeting Q4 2025 – 1 QWSG members, interrupted by storm 
25th November – Meeting with BCC regards to street scaping at Brighton. 
29th November – BQ stall for Nat Parks’s ‘Park of the Month – Moreton Bay’, 2 QWSG representatives. 
 

 

Membership Payments – Important Information 
  
For a few years now our membership list is being kept on the QWSG website database, which keeps a record of 
when your next membership subscription is due. You will receive a reminder via email, in the form of a 
numbered order number. 
  
You can pay through PayPal via the website, which will automatically issue you with the receipt. Or if you pay 
via directly into the Bank Australia. please quote the name on the membership and the order number as 
reference when paying into the bank. The membership officer enters the payment into the website, and you will 
receive your receipt. 
  
You can pay in advance for up to 4 years including the current year, but the website doesn’t cater for more 
years than that. 
  
If you have concerns about when your next payment is due, you can access your profile on the website or send 
an email to the membership officer (details in the newsletter). 
 
 

Other Conservation Activities of Interest 

  

  
 QWSG is a special interest group of the Birds Queensland Inc. whose object is: 
 “To promote the scientific study and conservation of birds by all means possible, with  
 particular reference to the birds of Queensland”. 
 Separate membership is required. 

 Contacts: President,    Andrea Schafer   president@birdsqueensland.org.au  

                 Secretary,    Judy Neilson         secretary@birdsqueensland.org.au  
                 Treasurer,    Sue Foley             treasurer@birdsqueensland.org.au  
Please note that there will be our AGM after this Newsletter goes out so, there might be changes 
to positions. 
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Chairperson Note re: AGM and New Committee Members 
 
It is coming up to that time of year for the AGM and leading up to this period the Committee is looking to find out 
who wishes to stay or leave.  As ever we are hoping to get new blood on to the Committee. 
 
I sound as if I am continually repeating myself but, we are finding that we are an ever-aging group and have a 
concern about the future running of our group.  It is not just the Committee that is giving us concern but the running 
of the various events that the group arranges is in jeopardy. 
 
Please consider joining us either on the committee or as a helper with counts, ID Days, educational talks, write 
articles for the Newsletter or even attend meetings as a QWSG Rep. 
 
Borys Danieljchenko stood down from the position of Education Officer, so we are looking for a replacement.  
Many thanks to Borys for his input during his time as Education Officer. 
 
It might seem to be a daunting prospect to join a group of people who have been working together for a long time.  
We would really like to see some new faces with new ideas and experiences.  You are not expected to be thrown 
in at the deep end but can learn on the job. 
 
If you are interested, please contact one of the Committee to see what is involved in being part of the Committee.  
All are welcome. 
 
In anticipation David Edwards, Chairperson QWSG 
 
 

Notice of the QWSG’s AGM for 2025 
 

The 2025 QWSG’s AGM will be held on Sunday 21st Dec 2025 8am, at Swan Lake Parking 
Area at the Port of Brisbane, on Lucinda Way. 
 

If the weather is bad, we will plan for another time or a Zoom meeting. 
 
If you are wishing to join the QWSG committee, you must be a member of Birds Queensland. 
 

Please email the secretary or chairperson if you are coming along, plus let me know if you 
require a nomination form for a committee position: 
secretary@waders.org.au or chairperson@waders.org.au 

 
 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
NOMINATION FOR POSITION ON QWSG MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE   
  
Name of Nominee:  .......................................................................................  
  
Position:    .......................................................................................  
  
Name of Proposer:  .......................................................................................  
  
Name of Seconder:  .......................................................................................  
(Note: Nominees, proposers and seconders must have current QWSG membership).   
  
I accept the nomination for the position on the management committee of the Queensland 
Wader Study Group as indicated 
 
Signature………………………………………. 
  

mailto:secretary@waders.org.au
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QWSG CONTACTS 
QUEENSLAND WADER 
The Official Quarterly Publication of Queensland Wader Study Group  
 
Website www.waders.org.au 

Facebook https://www.facebook.com/QueenslandWaderStudyGroup/ 
 

MEMBERS of the MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE of the QWSG  
CHAIRPERSON:  David Edwards  (07) 3262 2017 chairperson@waders.org.au 
TREASURER   Judith Giles  0428 545 801 treasurer@waders.org.au 
SECRETARY:   Gary Kane  0412 423 023 secretary@waders.org.au  
 
QWSG COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
Michele Burford     Robert Bush  0404 805 558 

Jon Coleman  0467 785 682  Paul Finn  0480 177 792 
Andy Jensen  0404 348638  Paul Maxwell   
Mel Whitby   
 
COUNT COORDINATOR: Linda Cross  07 5495 2758 Email  counts@waders.org.au  

LEG FLAG COORDINATOR Jon Coleman  0467 785 682 Email  legflags@waders.org.au  
MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY Andy Jensen    Email membership@waders.org.au 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR: David Edwards  (07) 3262 2017 Email gouldian6@bigpond.com 
EDUCATION OFFICER   
 
BQ PRESIDENT Andrea Schafer  Email president@birdsqueensland.org.au  
Please note that there will be our AGM after this Newsletter goes out so, there might be changes to positions. 
CORRESPONDENCE All correspondence to:  
   The QWSG Secretary, 
    PO Box 3138, 
    SOUTH BRISBANE, 
    QLD 4101. 
 
CHANGE OF PERSONAL DETAILS: Please notify the Membership Secretary as soon as possible of any changes. 
 
SUBSCRIPTIONS Annual subscription rates:  
   Single: $15:00 
   Student/Pensioner: $10:00 
   Family: $25:00  
   A receipt will be forwarded if required. 
Please note our bank is no longer taking cheques. 
 
Forward application to:  
  Membership Secretary or QWSG Treasurer, 
    PO Box 3138, 
    SOUTH BRISBANE, 
    QLD 4101. 
Members are reminded their membership expires on the date shown on the newsletter address label, and the 
membership joining/renewal form is now on the back page.  Note: that your subscription will fall due twelve (12) 
months after date of joining the QWSG or date of renewal, and only one further newsletter will be sent after expiry of 
your subscription.  
 
Copy Deadline for the next issue of Queensland Wader is February 14th, 2026 
Contributions should be addressed to:  
David Edwards, the QWSG Editor, 54 Elliott Street, Clayfield, Qld 4011 
or E-mail to:  gouldian6@bigpond.com 
 
Opinions expressed in Queensland Wader are those of the individual contributors and are not necessarily those of 
the Queensland Waders Study Group, Birds Queensland nor Queensland Ornithology Society Inc. 
 
PRINTED BY: PrintCorp Pty Ltd. 
admin@printcorp.net.au  

http://www.waders.org.au/
mailto:chairperson@waders.org.au
mailto:secretary@waders.org.au
mailto:counts@waders.org.au
mailto:legflags@waders.org.au
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 Count Activities – 2025 & 2026  
 
 
 
 
 
 

QWSG High Tide – Monthly Count Program 2025-26 
Sat 20 Dec 2.43m at 09:45 
Sat 24 Jan 2.29m at 12:59 Nat Summer Count *** Sat 18 Jul  1.96m at 12:30 National Winter Count 
Sat 21 Feb 2.33m at 11:56    Sat 15 Aug 2.07m at 11:18 
Sat 21 Mar 2.31m at 10:55     Sat 12 Sep 2.17m at 10:13 
Sat 18 Apr 2.23m at 09:50    Sat 10 Oct  2.25m at 09:10 
Sat 16 May 2.10m at 08:38     Sat 7 Nov  2.27m at 08:07 
Sat 13 Jun 1.96m at 07:21 Optional count  Sat 12 Dec 2.36m at 11:23 
*** Email will be sent to all counters explaining the rationale behind the different January count dates for the Count Programme 
and the Port of Brisbane count. 

Counters Rockhampton and north – please select a date as close as possible to the count programme Sat day with suitable 
tides to enable you to complete your counts. 

QWSG Port of Brisbane – Monthly Count Program 2025-26 
Sun 21 Dec 2.43m at 10:21 Meet 09:00 
Sun 18 Jan 2.45m at 09:29 Meet 07:50 National Summer Count  
Sun 22 Feb 2.16m at 12:32 Meet 11:10   
Sun 22 Mar 2.15m at 11:33 Meet 10:10    
Sun 19 Apr 2.10m at 10:33 Meet 09:10    
Sun 17 May 2.02m at 09:29 Meet 08:15    
Sun 14 Jun 1.91m at 08:20 Meet  07:15   
Sun 19 Jul  1.95m at 13:16 Meet  12:15 National Winter Count 
Sun 16 Aug 2.08m at 11:59 Meet 10:40 
Sun 13 Sep 2.20m at 10:50 Meet 09:30 
Sun 11 Oct 2.30m at 09:46 Meet 08:25 
Sun 8 Nov 2.35m at 08:45 Meet 07:25 
Sun 13 Dec 2.32m at 11:58 Meet 10:40 

Please note meeting times may change at the last minute depending on the number of attendees on the day. 

MEMBERSHIP/RENEWAL APPLICATION 

A reminder to members: please check to see if your renewal is due and please let the Treasurer know if you 
change your contact details. 
Details may also be entered and/or updated on the QWSG website:  
www.waders.org.au where you may pay your subscription via PayPal 
 
I / We wish to join / renew: (Single: $15; Family: $25; Student/Pensioner: $10) 
Title:….. First name: …………………………. Surname: …………………………………………. 
Address:…………………………………………………………………............. Membership: $…………… 
…………………………………………………………..    Postcode:……….       Donation: $…………… 
            Payment enclosed: $_________  
 
Phone: (Home) ……………………….. (Work) ………………………(Mobile)……………………… 
Email ……………………………………………………………………..……………………………….. 
 
How did you hear about QWSG?.................................................................................................... 
Are you a member of Birds Queensland? ................... 
What activities do you wish to participate in? (Please circle) 
WADER COUNTS, FIELD TRIPS, SCIENTIFIC DATA COLLECTION, SURVEYS, CLERICAL, 
OTHER (specify :………………………………………..……………………………………………….) 
 
You will receive your newsletter (colour version) by E-mail…………………………… 
 
Signature …………………………………………………. Date:……………………………………… 
 
Please email this form to: membership@waders.org.au 
Direct funds transfer to:   OR Please post this form to: QWSG Membership Secretary 

Qld Wader Study Group     PO Box 3138, 
BSB: 313 140 (Bank Australia)     SOUTH BRISBANE, 

 Account number: 08305297    QLD 4101. 

Please note our bank is no longer taking cheques. 

http://www.waders.org.au/
mailto:membership@waders.org.au

