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Chairperson Report to QWSG 2025 AGM

| am pleased to present this report as Chairperson of the Queensland Wader Study Group (QWSG), on behalf
of the 2025 QWSG Management Committee.

Once again it has been a busy twelve months.

This Chairperson report will highlight some of the achievements and activities of the QWSG over the past year,
as we have continued to promote the protection of wader habitats, some under threat, and promote the scientific
study and conservation of all Waders.

Reports from Counts, Flagging and Banding, plus Membership officers will be tabled at this meeting. The full
reports will be added to the full minutes of the meeting, as well as being produced in the next issue of
Queensland Wader.

Some of the key activities in 2025, in no particular order of priority are highlighted below:

FINANCES and MEMBERSHIP

Treasurer Judith Giles and Membership officer Andy Jensen, as usual, have been working efficiently behind the
scenes to make the financial and membership sides of the QWSG run smoothly.

Judith’s clear reports at each Committee meeting gives us confidence that all is well, plus the prompt payment
of our bills shows that all is under control.

As you will see from the Financial Report our finances are not only sound, but in good hands.

We have been blessed over the last twelve months by some very generous donations to QWSG. The heartiest
of thanks to all those who thought of the QWSG.

Judith has indicated that this is to be her last year as Treasurer.

Our membership is around 300. Andy has worked into the role which he is managing so effectively, with the
preparation of various lists needed for the smooth running of the group.

THE COUNT PROGRAM

This year has seen the start of the transfer of the Count Program from Linda Cross to Sally Sheldon and Toni
Cannard. Sally and Toni have been working out the management of the count programme in 2024 with monthly
counts across a whole range of sites in Greater Moreton Bay and further afield up and down the Queensland
coast. Although the data is being entered by Sally and Toni Linda has been making sure the high standard of
QWSG data is maintained. Linda is hoping to scale back her involvement over the next few months. Many,
many thanks to all three

Thanks to every one of our members who count, because without you, we would not have been able to
contribute as much as we have to shorebird conservation. The counts are our core business. Please don'’t
underestimate the value of consistently counting a location over long periods of time. Our count program has
been responsible for some very influential discussion on shorebird declines and has influenced opinion
throughout the flyway because of the QWSG dataset that is held in the highest of esteem.

As you all know we are always looking for new counters, so, if you know anyone, or would like to count your
own site please get in touch with us.
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The QPWS provide personnel and a boat to take QWSG counters to Moreton Is and Goat Is. This is greatly
appreciated, because it makes sure that a full coverage of the Bay is achieved. Many thanks to all involved.

Planning is well advanced for a survey of the southern shores of the Gulf of Carpentaria in March 2026 after its
delay this year because of flooding. This survey is being run in partnership with the Carpentaria Land Council
Aboriginal Corporation. Many thanks to Peter Driscoll and Arthur Keates for their hard work in the organisation
of this project.

BANDING, FLAGGING AND TRACKERS

Although banding for the year was not as active as usual with only two sessions cannon netting taking place.
These sessions were in collaboration with The Department of Primary Industries to monitor shorebirds for Avian
Influenza with no birds testing positive for flu, but some exhibiting prior exposure due to the presence of
antibodies to the virus. 167 birds were captured with birds being banded and flagged.

Although no new transmitters were fitted, we have 10 that are still giving useful information, mainly showing their
range around Moreton Bay.

Be warned that, that we have plans coming together for 2026. So, we are looking forward to a busy time for
banding and flagging.

FLAG SIGHTING

Many thanks to Jon Coleman for his hard work with the flag sightings, checking and validating them as they
come in, plus he gives quarterly reports for the Newsletter.

We have had 1484 leg flag resightings were made by members of the QWSG and other members of the public
this year.

Once again thanks to all of you who send in your sightings, they go a long way in the protection of the waders
and their habitat. Even with all the work required to log these sightings Jon still goes out and issues more flags!

EDUCATION

At the start of the year Borys Daniljchenko took over as Education Officer but stood down towards the end of the
year. Borys arranged for the updating of our audio-visual equipment and the design of a new QWSG gazebo.

ID days are always popular and give an opportunity for not only education within the group but also as a ‘meet
and greet’ component that is missing at many of our other activities. Many thanks to Gary Kane who has taken
over the running these important activities.

We will be looking to other members to help with the running of some of these activities next year

The QWSG Facebook page has been in a hiatus we hope that a new group will be re-invigorating the Facebook
page. Robert Bush’s regular posts were always informative, with some managing to reach far around the world.
Thank you, Robert.

The QWSG has talked to many local groups and has had displays at local libraries trying to spread the word
locally.

So, once again the QWSG needs someone to help with the aspect of our operations. These QWSG activities,
the education of the general public etc, needs reinforcement over the next couple of years.

| suggest, we make a concerted effort to raise the profile of Waders and the QWSG throughout Queensland,
maybe having an Education Working Group.

QWSG DATA

The QWSG data is still very much in demand and, with Peter Driscoll as manager, data is released judiciously.
The money we receive goes back into more surveys and so more information.

THE NEWSLETTER

The newsletter, Queensland Wader, has been presented every quarter with most of the editions now being
distributed as an electronic version. Once again, many thanks to all contributors, a special thanks to Linda
Cross, and Jon Coleman who produce content for the Newsletter each quarter and to Arthur Keates for all his
articles on flag sightings. Please contribute we need to hear from you all.
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PORT OF BRISBANE

The Port of Brisbane has been very keen to help protect areas outside the Port’s reclamation and development,
such as the Atrtificial roost and the Lytton claypan are of Whyte Island. This will lead to better access to view the
waders. We will continue liaising with the Port on these matters.

The monthly counts of the Port provide a large and valuable contribution to our knowledge of Waders in
Moreton Bay. The QWSG values the contact we have with PBPL and looks forward to an ongoing relationship.

OTHER ACTIVITIES

Far Eastern Curlew Recovery Working Group

This is a new group run by Birdlife for the Federal Government. It has members from around Australia and
QWSG has a seat on the Group. The working Group had its first meeting at the start of the month, and it is
hoped to have some actions ASAP to aid in the recovery of this species.

Toondah Harbour
| have this heading to remind us all that there is still some life in the Walker Group Toondah project. That there
are developments taking place all along our coastline and we must be vigilant.

Yatsu Higata Naturalist Observation Centre’s (YNOC) Visit

The biennial visit from Yatsu Higata Naturalist Observation Centre’s (YNOC), Narashino, Japan was hosted in
Japan by Yatsu Higata Naturalist Observation Centre and Narashino City Council in early November. The
delegation was shown around the education centres and surrounding birding areas. A great time was enjoyed
by all who were able to attend. With friendships made and contacts forged.

Nigel Roberts Bursary
The QWSG is pleased to announce that Daniel Terrington, is in the third year into his study Plains Wanderers in
western Queensland in association with DESI.

Meeting with Moreton Bay Foundation
Discussion re important aspects and threats to the Bay. Plus, the future direction for the MBF. This resulted in
their ‘Blueprint for a Sustainable Moreton Bay’.

Avian Flu

There have been several meetings attended by QWSG members so that we can relay information to our
members. We will continue to send out information pertaining to the best actions when coming across birds
suspected of harbouring the avian flu virus.

As mentioned earlier QWSG has joined with Qld DPI with monitoring for Avian Flu.

There have been several other meetings and talks attended by QWSG members.
A big thank you also goes to Birds Queensland (BQ) for their collaboration throughout the year.

We always underestimate the effort required to make a group like this run effectively.
All our activities, meetings and contacts take time, so if you feel you can help, please let us know.

Thank you to every single committee member and those who run the non-committee roles of QWSG. In
particular, | would like to thank Robert Bush and Michele Burford for their contributions to the QWSG. Because
of changed commitments they have had to stand down from the Committee.

Michele has a wealth of knowledge of the workings of the Gulf of Carpentaria, its wildlife and peoples. Michele
had a break from the committee having been Secretary in the group’s early days.

Robert has been on the committee for many years active in all areas of the QWSG. He has been active with his
contributions to QWSG surveys, banding and flagging projects, plus the running of the QWSG. He has
submitted many papers and articles for peer review organisations. His activities with regards to Toondah
Harbour cannot be underestimated, quiet and logical activism.

| am sure | have missed someone or something in this roundup, so to everyone who has contributed to the
group in so many ways, thank you.

Finally, and most importantly, | have to say thank you to all QWSG members for your support and fieldwork over
the last 12 months. Without you we achieve nothing. | hope this 2024 report has shown you how important
your support, your counts, and your involvement is in everything to do with Waders.

So, | wish you all a great 2025, good Wader Watching and please stay safe.

David Edwards — Chairperson QWSG 8t December 2024
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Treasuruer’s Report to QWSG 2025 AGM

Queensland Wader Study Group (QWSG) is a special interest group of Queensland Ornithological Society
(QOSI), also known as Birds Queensland (BQ). QWSG statements are included in the complete Audited
Financial Statements and Treasurer’s report for QOSI, which you will find in the members section of the QOSI
website.

Today | present the QWSG Profit and Loss Account from 1 October 2024 to 30 September 2025, and the
QWSG Balance sheet as at 30 September 2025, along with my Treasurer’s report at 21 December 2025 (note
rounded figures in reports).

PROFIT & LOSS for Year Ended 30 September 2025
Total Income $71,122 -Total Expense 30,695; Surplus for the year $40,427 (Last year $14,436)

The major items of income are:
o Port of Brisbane Pty Ltd for Annual Contract, Surveys, Travel and Report.’
e Donations included $2434.70 from a new donor via BQ specifically for research, and the balance to the
David Milton Fund.
Bank Interest.
Membership was slightly up this year.
Miscellaneous income was a payment from our Insurer for a damaged scope.
Sale of Data to BAAM, Austecology and DETSI
DETSI 1231921 Grant for Shorebird Roost Mapping — entered here to offset and equal expense
incurred during the financial year 24-25.
e Contract administration fee for DETSI grant for Shorebird Roost Mapping.

There were no Course fees received.

Our regular General Expenses:

Audit fee, PayPal Fees, Computer Supplies, Course Catering, Insurance, Miscellaneous,
Stationery/Post/Phone/Newsletter printing and Website Expense show no surprises, in some cases having
increased, and others decreased compared to the previous year.

Major Expenses are:

e Port of Brisbane Pty Ltd Surveys (Travel) (Contract expense — Port of Brisbane Surveys) is slightly
higher this year.

e Depreciation is again less this year as most of our assets have been written off (see Balance Sheet).
Grant Expenses. Peter Driscoll invoiced QWSG for work done in accordance with the DETSI 1231921
Grant, concluding this grant, with the balance being transferred to QWSG income as contract
administration fee.

e The airfares and accommodation for two members to attend YNOC meeting in Japan, plus two gifts for
the hosts.

¢ Nigel Roberts Research Grant. Our final payment to UQ for the grant to Daniel Terrington on this grant
was paid after the end of the Financial Year.

Satellite Tracking is less than last financial year due to the late arrival of invoices.
There were no Survey Expenses.

BALANCE SHEET
Current Assets:
e Total Cash at Bank has risen to $310,653. (This consists of our Cash Management Account for regular
payments, two Term Deposits, the smaller one being earmarked for Research Grants, and one Visa
Debit Account for small purchases by office bearers. The balance of the Visa Account is always kept at
$1,000 by reimbursement from the General Account

Other Assets:
o Trade Debtor — CLCAC — | am pleased to say that this overdue invoice has now been paid in December
2025.

e Sundry Debtor — term deposit interest is the 2024-25 proportion of interest on the Large Term Deposit
which matures in November 2025.
o New assets were purchased during the year — Screen and Projector and 2-way radios. e

TOTAL ASSETS: $324,706
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Current Liabilities:
e Trade Creditors: $4,147 to Extreme Marquees.
e Member subscriptions paid in advance: $1,625 (this is a popular option). e
¢ Unspent donations: $8,216. the balance of the overseas donation for purchase of trackers. o

e Accrued Expense $6,130 represents the funds received for the Shorebird Roost Mapping project which
Peter Driscoll is carrying out as contractor (Since paid to PD).

TOTAL LIABILITIES: $20,118
e Total Assets minus $Total Liabilities gives us Net Assets $304,588.
e When Net Profit $40,427 is added to the Opening retained Profits $264,161 the Closing Member Funds
are $304,588 which equals our Net Asset figure.

This is a very good result both financially and in achieving our goals, and in our having sufficient funds to plan
for future activities towards these goals. However, it is apparent that we are dependent on PBPL contract and
Sale of Data as our main sources of income. Without these, we could only keep going with the current rate of
expense for a few years, especially our special activities such as Shorebird tracking, Surveys and Banding trips.
Thought could be given in the new year to transferring funds from the Cash Management account to both or
either of the Term Deposits where higher interest is earned.

To conclude, many thanks to all those who help by collecting and forwarding receipts, planning and booking for
trips, approving payments, and scrutinising reports, and to the membership officer, Andrew Jensen. Thanks to
Jon Coleman for taking responsibility for the Asset Register. Please let him know of any changes to assets in
your possession and ask for a copy of the register if required.

Disclosure: The Executive declare that there have been zero remuneration and/or benefits paid to Management
Committee members or other office bearers or members of the QWSG or their relatives in the financial year
2025.

I move that the financial statements and annual report be received.

Judith Giles, Treasurer 21 December 2025 P

Count Coordinator’s Report to QWSG 2025 AGM

As | type this report the December counts are being conducted, therefore, the information provided is only for
counts to the 19 December.

There was 1 rest month (June) for the count programme in 2025 and with 1 more count to be completed
(December) that will make 11 counts completed for the year.

Unfortunately, once again, some sites have not been fully covered for the year. To date, just 3 sites out of the 7
sites in Tweed Heads have been counted once (January) this year due to the coordinator stepping down and a
shortage of counters. However, it is hoped that this will change in the new year as a new member living in the
area has already visited the sites with one of the counters and is keen to take over counting the area. No
counts were conducted in the Burdekin region as the counters moved interstate. No counts were conducted in
Tin Can Bay, as the people interested last year never came to fruition and 2 sites in Kippa-Ring were only
counted once (January) as the counters stepped down and a replacement has not been found. Again, only 4
counts were conducted at Wave Break Sand Island on the Gold Coast and a few other sites failed to be counted
every month. The counter for the Caloundra sites stepped down but thankfully the helper stepped up to take
over that role.

Four seasonal counts were completed for both Moreton Island and St. Helena Island.

Most online count entries have again been excellent requiring very little amendments. Several counts not
having a site code allocated at the time of entry needed to be found as although the counters said they entered
the count; they could not be found in the grid or check counts section that | use to check and validate the
counts.

As of the 19 December a total of 1,281 counts has been entered on the website since the beginning of the year.
These include monthly counts from the count programme, Port of Brisbane Pty Ltd counts, the seasonal counts
from Moreton and St. Helena Island, incidental/additional counts and 253 old counts from a site in Redland Bay
(199) and several sites in the Townsville area (54).
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The old counts for Redland Bay date from 2017 to the end of 2023 and the Townsville sites date from 1998
onwards. The old counts were entered on eBird and Birdata and will now be added to our database by the 2
counters. There are more counts to be entered for both areas which will eventually add to the database. The
Townsville counts will be of particular interest as data from that area has been missing from the count
programme and the database for many years.

With approximately 80 counts to be entered for December, that will bring the total counts entered for 2025 to
around 1,361 (approximately 277 more than 2024). Over 1,000 of those counts come from the count
programme itself.

As | now have 2 ladies (Sally Sheldon and Toni Cannard) working with me to do count checking and validation,
the normal workload has somewhat decreased for me. However, we currently have 101 counts waiting to be
validated and the December counts that are not entered yet, will need checking and validating, so there is no
shortage of work.

The most prolific counter up to 19 December was once again Arthur Keates with 137 entries followed by Dez
Wells with 96, then Michael Strong with 80.

There was a change in the most counted site during the year. To 19 December, Queen’s Esplanade Thorneside
took top spot with 66 entries and again, Arthur Keates was the reason for most of those counts. Kakadu Beach
Bribie Island was the second most counted with 52 entries (30 more entries than last year) with all of them
contributed to Michael Strong.

Constant liaising with Peter Driscoll (Database Manager) during the year on issues such as mapping, missing
counts, un-validating counts, counter status for new counters, registering new sites and numerous other things,
resulted in many hours spent on the telephone with him. My sincere thanks to Peter for his dedication to
maintaining the website, count and flag database, the volume of work he has done regarding mapping the
roosts for DES and always making time for me when | needed him.

| believe my newsletter articles sent to David Edwards have been punctual and | thank David for doing a great
job in his role as the newsletter editor on top of maintaining a large workload as Chairperson of the group.

My thanks to the people | have already mentioned for their assistance during the year, and to everyone else
from the group (on and off committee), for their commitment to QWSG.

The sincerest thanks must go to the dedicated counters and their commitment to the count programme. Their
contributions to the QWSG database make it the most extensive wader (and other shorebirds) database in
Australia. Our sincere thanks to you all. Linda Cross.

Port of Brisbane.
A summary of the QWSG'’s contracted work with the Port of Brisbane Pty Ltd (PBPL).

In 2025 we scheduled 11 counts for the year. A count was not scheduled for June because the tides were
unsuitable to conduct a count and the April count was cancelled due to heavy rain, which will make a total of 10
counts conducted for the year once the December count takes place.

As | type this report the December count has not taken place prior to the AGM, making 9 counts being
conducted so far.

Up to the end of November a total of 111 Port counts (individual ponds) has been added to the database this
year. An additional 13 counts for December will bring the total for the year to 124.

There was good attendance by QWSG members again this year with between 10 and 16 (average 13)
volunteers most months. Two new members have attended a couple of counts during the year. They will be a
welcome addition to the Port counters list.

Excluding the December count to take place, the highest wader count for the year was in February, with a total
of 11.389 (which includes the totals from Lytton Claypan No 1) being counted for the whole of the complex. This
was an increase of 1,453 birds compared to 2024 (9,936) and a decrease of 502 birds compared to 2023
(11,891). The March count was the next highest count of 6,288 waders with the recent November count close
behind with 6,051 waders.

| would like to thank Michael Linde, Jaimie Roberts and Michael Whitty from the PBPL for looking after us during
the counts.
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Special thanks to Gary Kane for taking on most of the early counts at the Lake (along with other counters) prior
to the scheduled count times and thank you also to other members who have done the job when Gary was not
available. Thank you to Richard Ravell for maintaining the counter/inductions list during the year and thank you
also to Andrew Jensen for liaising on memberships with Richard. Finally, a big thank you to the counters who
turn up each month to conduct the count. Without you, these counts would not be possible to complete.

Best wishes to you and your families for Christmas and the New Year. Linda Cross.

Banding and Flagging Report to QWSG AGM 2025

Shorebird banding in 2025 was conducted on only two occasions with cannon netting at Manly in October and
at Maaroom in November. The total numbers of birds caught are shown in Table 1 with a total of 159 new birds
of 4 species banded and 8 recaptures of previously banded birds. While no new transmitters were fitted in 2025
data continued to be downloaded from existing devices with data received both locally and overseas for Bar-
tailed Godwit, Far Eastern Curlew, Grey-tailed Tattler, Pied Oystercatcher and Pied Stilt. A new joint project
between QWSG, Sunshine Coast Council and the Y&B Wetland Exchange Society is planned and will involve
further tracker deployments on Grey-tailed Tattlers and deployments on two new species, Ruddy Turnstone and
Wandering tattler.

In 2025 QWSG also continued their collaboration with The Department of Primary Industries to monitor
shorebirds for Avian Influenza with no birds testing positive for flu, but some exhibiting prior exposure due to the
presence of antibodies to the virus. The group also continued their involvement in an international collaborative
project led by Deakin University to better understand survival rates in migratory shorebirds and provide
conservation guidance for these species using the data collected by many researchers in the flyway. In addition,
transmitter data was shared with Birdlife as part of an international collaboration to map shorebird migration
paths to assist with assessing the impacts of offshore wind farms.

Species Number Banded Number Recaptured Total Caught
Bar-tailed Godwit 115 8

Great Knot 11

Red-necked Stint 5

Whimbrel 28

TOTALS 159 8 167

Table 1: Shorebird Banding Totals for 2025

From January 15t 2025 to the 10" December 1484 leg flag resightings were made by members of the QWSG
and other members of the public. This included 113 resightings of foreign or interstate flagged birds including
40 resightings of Chinese birds, 9 resightings involving birds from Kamchatka, Russia. 9 Japanese, 15
resightings of New Zealand flagged birds, and interstate birds from NSW (10) and Victoria (20).

However, the vast majority of the resightings (1,373) were of Queensland leg flagged birds with most recorded
within the state of Queensland. There were 258 records of Queensland flagged birds either interstate with
almost all those records involving Pied and Sooty Oystercatchers or overseas sightings. For overseas birds,
South Korea accounted for 18 Bar-tailed Godwit resightings, with 11 Bar-tailed Godwit records from New
Zealand. One Curlew Sandpiper was also recorded in Taiwan on southward migration.

While leg flag resightings were sent in from sites all over Queensland four sites stood out with the most flag
resightings, Thorneside Esplanade (392 resightings), Kakadu Beach (281 resightings) Wynnum Esplanade (220
resightings) and Toorbul (129 resightings). All these resightings form part of our contribution to the international
dataset used to look at survival rates and conservation guidance for migratory shorebirds. Over 80 observers
both in Australia and overseas contributed records and there are now over 56,000 resightings of leg flagged
shorebirds in Queensland providing an incredibly important body of data on these remarkable birds.

Every single resighting is important in furthering our understanding of shorebirds local and migratory
movements. So, thank you to every single one of you who has taken the time to report a leg flag resighting or
who has helped with banding and flagging. Without your help and support we wouldn’t be collecting any data to
help understand and better protect our shorebirds.

Although no transmitters were fitted in 2025 existing devices on Far Eastern Curlew (1), Pied Oystercatcher (3),
Grey-tailed Tattler (3) and Bar-tailed Godwit (3) continued providing data.

The Far Eastern Curlew migrated to its breeding grounds in Northern China but stopped transmitting on its
return migration on the Chinese coast ending over five years of data collection for that individual.
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One Bar-tailed Godwit was tracked all the way to the breeding grounds in Alaska and back with another birds
migrating but aborting its migration part way over Papua New Guinea and returning to Australia early. The
remaining birds did not migrate but continued providing enormous amounts of local home range data.

The three Pied Oystercatchers provided a lot of home range data in Moreton Bay with one bird relocating to
Great Sandy Marine Park in October where it has continued transmitting providing invaluable data on feeding
and roosting habits in that area.

Two of the Grey-tailed Tattlers remained in Moreton Bay and did not migrate with the third bird migrating to the
coast of Papua New Guinea where it was last recorded in July.

QWSG Membership Officer’s Report to 2025 AGM

As of 7t Dec 2025, there is a total of 253 memberships, with 329 members, this includes all family members and
life members (seven memberships relating to nine individuals). There are 39 complimentary newsletter recipients
—not included in the above figures.

In addition - there are 17 memberships whose membership is on hold awaiting payment. These are less than two
months overdue. Other subscriptions over two months overdue have been cancelled.

In the past year there have been 68 new memberships, 90 members. A number of these are joining when joining
Birds Queensland.

During the year there have been several memberships cancelled when they were two months overdue for
payment, however the number of new members keeps the numbers of memberships/members fairly steady.

Gary has been a great help in member liaison and introductions for new members.
Focus on 2026 is work on an introductory pack for new memberships/re-subscriptions.

Andrew Jensen, QWSG Membership Officer 7 December 2025
The QWSG Committee for 2026

David Edwards Chairperson and Editor

Gary Kane Secretary

Judith Giles Treasurer

Keyur Bhatti Committee Member

Jon Coleman Committee Member, Banding and Flagging Officer

Paul Finn Committee Member

Pascale Greener Committee Member, Social Media Coordinator

Peter Harms Committee Member

Andy Jensen Committee Member, Membership Officer

Pual Maxwell Committee Member

Melissa Whitby Committee Member

We are still looking for an Education Officer and a Count Coordinator. If you feel that you can contribute to
either of these positions or feel that you can assist in any of the other positions please let us know via
secretary@waders.org.au.

QWSG Facebook News

Great news, the Queensland Wader Study Group’s Facebook Page is up and running again.

www.facebook.com/QueenslandWaderStudyGroup/

The page went into a hiatus for a short while but has been restarted by Pascale and her team.
So, if you have anything that you feel is relevant to the QWSG membership please contact Pascale and her
team.

We all thank Robert Bush for his input and enthusiasm for the page as the previous Facebook editor and the
new team thank him for his advice and experience during the handover.
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January 2026

Developing an Optimised Channel Design

Port of Brisbane
Channel Enhancement Project Update

As South East Queensland continues to grow, the Port of Brisbane is planning to make sure the Port can
continue to meet future trade and transport needs. The Port of Brisbane’s proposed Channel Enhancement
Project (CEP) is a long-term plan designed to ensure the shipping channel remains safe, efficient and capable
of supporting larger, modern vessels into the future.

What’s happening now?

Work is progressing on the project’s Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) following the release of the final
Terms of Reference on 10 September 2025. As part of this process, the Port of Brisbane project team has been
undertaking detailed studies and investigations to review and refine the project’s design. These studies are
focused on identifying the most efficient and sustainable design options within the channel corridor and port
limits that were initially outlined in the project’s Initial Advice Statement (IAS).

Listening to stakeholders and refining the design
Over recent months, the Port has undertaken extensive engagement with stakeholders to help shape the
project. This has included feedback from:
* Local community members and recreational groups
* Industry representatives including the fishing industry
* Environmental groups
» Government agencies
* First Nations groups and bodies.
This feedback has helped inform improvements to the proposed design.

What has changed?
The project team is now considering an optimised channel design, with key refinements including:
* Reduced channel widths in some areas that maintain navigational safety and operational objectives,
but will lower the overall volume of material required to be dredged
« Identification of a preferred option for placement of dredged material, aimed at improving efficiency
and environmental outcomes.
While further investigations are ongoing, the proposed Dredge Material Placement Area (DMPA) options shown
in the Initial Advice Statement (IAS) at Northern Deepwater (offshore from Caloundra) and Juno Point (proposed
reclamation on the northern bank of the Brisbane River) have now been ruled out and will not be progressed
further as part of the EIS process.

What’s next?
Over the next 18 months, the EIS will continue with detailed technical studies, including:

+ Coastal processes and modelling

» Marine ecology and water quality

* Visual amenity

* Cultural heritage

* Economic and social impact assessments.
Project studies and engagement activities will continue throughout 2026, including community and industry
workshops. The findings from these studies will be used to prepare the draft EIS, which is expected to be
submitted in mid-2027.

Stay involved Community input is an important part of the EIS process. If you'd like to stay informed about the
project or take part in future engagement activities, you can register your interest by completing the stakeholder
engagement questionnaire on the project website.

Visit the Port of Brisbane’s major projects page at: www.portbris.com.au
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Hi members, our last plea for new counters resulted in filling vacancies at Tweed Heads, Point
Halloran Reserve and Townsville. Since then, | have had requests from the Luggage Point
counters to find replacements for them. We are hoping that we have found 2 people who will
take over their site. The Maroochydore counter would like to get other counters to assist with
the counts and who would be interested in sharing the role of counting. Having more counters
would mean that each could take a break at times.

At Boonooroo in the Great Sandy Strait, the 2 counters are away for some months during the
year, and they too would welcome anyone willing to share the counting of their sites and the
Tweed Heads counter is keen to get other members to join him during his counts.

We have many sites along the Queensland coast and depending on where you live, we are
sure there will be a site that would be of interest to you. Listed below are the areas we are
trying to find counters for:

Tweed Heads — helpers to assist current counter at sites

Moreton Bay south — a variety of sites where counters need assistance

Moreton Bay central — sites that need assistance and Port counts

Moreton Bay north — several sites where the counter has stepped down (Nathan Road
wetlands, Redcliffe airport) and sites in Redcliffe, Deception Bay and Toorbul where
assistance is needed

Sunshine Coast — assistance for counters at Caloundra and assistance and sharing for
Maroochydore

Tin Can Bay region — counter/s for Inskip Point, Cooloola roost and Norman Point

Great Sandy Strait region — counters to help assist or share Boonooroo and Maaroom.

Assistance at other sites in Hervey Bay and a counter for a new site at Urangan Marina
Bundaberg — counter/s for sites in that area
Mackay — counter/s for several sites in the region
Townsville — counter/s for several sites in the region.
There are many count sites from Tweed Heads to the Gulf of Carpentaria that need surveying.
If you can help, please contact me to discuss. You don’t need to be an expert. We are happy

to give you as much help as possible.

Linda Cross. Count Coordinator. Phone: 0490 080 340. Email: xenus69@bigpond.com

Other Contacts:
Gary Kane email secretary@waders.org.au
Pascxale Greener email pascale.greener@gmail.com
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Make a note in your diary for 19-21 September 2026
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A reminder after the wet weather of the last few months

They are known as one of the worst invasive species of all time and Australia’s climate and lack of known
predators have created the perfect conditions for them to thrive. We are talking about fire ants and what to do if
you spot a nest.

They attack animals, have environmental impacts, cause health impacts in humans, and can affect the way we
recreate. Not being from Australia, they have no natural predators and are spreading fast. This little ant is
originally from South America (Brazil, Paraguay, Uruguay, and Argentina). They are extremely resilient and one
of the few insects that can survive in most locations around the world.

While we are not certain of their precise arrival in Australia, they were detected in Brisbane for the first time in
February 2001. We are not alone. Over time, many countries have become infested with fire ants including
America, Japan, and others.
Some useful links
If you happen to find a nest in your yard:

e Report it via this link or call 13 25 23.

e The National Fire Ant Eradication Program has great resources for you.

You can check the fire ants' biosecurity zones (they are in place to help prevent spreading through human-
assisted movement).

How do we recognise them?
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Luckily, we can identify fire ants thanks to a few specific characteristics:
e They are copper brown with a darker abdomen.
e Their size is between 2 — 6 mm (within the nest you will see ants of different sizes).

Ouch! What to do in case of stings
Their sting is painful and if you are breathing normally, not showing any severe reaction symptoms, and don’t
have a history of insect allergies, according to the National Fire Ant Eradication Program, you can:

e Apply a cold compress to relieve the swelling and pain.

e Gently wash the affected area with soap and water.

¢ Take an antihistamine to manage minor, localised reactions and itching.

e ltis important to keep blisters intact.

If your pets get stung:

¢  Quickly move them away from the ants or the nest.

e Remove any fire ants from their skin or fur. You can brush them off while wearing a pair of gloves (by
hand or with a brush or a comb). Don’t use a hose because it can trigger the ants to become more
aggressive.

e You can give your pet a cool bath to provide some relief post-stinging.

e Call the veterinarian if the pet is in pain or showing signs of a potential allergic reaction.

Their homes
If you've found a nest but can’t see any ants, it’s still important to take care.
Even though fire ants are unable to regulate their body temperature, they can adjust their nests depending on
the weather and surroundings to survive.
This means that:
e In warmer temperatures or periods of drought fire ant nests look like small patches of loose soil.
e In cooler temperatures or following rain, they are larger, more visible mounds.

Also of note:

¢ Nests have no entry or exit holes.

e The shape and size of the nest are never the same as it changes depending on how big the colony is
and on the soil type.

o The ants never leave the nest via the surface but through underground tunnels. They only exit the nest
via the surface when they need to defend it and attack.

e Inside, the nest is made of galleries that look like honeycomb (but don’t try and look inside unless you
want to get stung!).

Where can we find their nests?
Fire ants are establishing their homes all around! You can find their nests in residential, rural, and industrial
properties.

e Residential: garden beds, utility pits, footpaths, lawns, gardens, taps.

e Rural: dams, fence lines, piles of organic matter, cultivated land, cropping land.

e Industrial: open spaces, machinery, storage sheds, organic waste materials, fence lines.

Why are fire ants a problem?

With no natural predators in Australia, fire ants are able to multiply unchecked and spread out of control. They
are also extremely aggressive and will swarm to a perceived threat when provoked. Instead of attacking alone,
fire ants usually attack in groups or colonies and release pheromones that signal other members to launch
multiple attacks together, with no signs of stopping.
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They can affect our health, the environment, and the economy and can even have a social impact.

e Human health — If you've ever been stung by one, you’d remember! Their sting is painful as they will
sting several times until their venom sack is empty and their pincer will continue to bite until it's removed
from the insect. Their sting can sometimes cause severe allergic reactions.

e Economy — Fire ants can cost billions to a country’s economy. Fire ants increase costs to agricultural
businesses (damaging crops, stinging livestock, and destroying equipment with their mounds) and can
affect export arrangements to countries free of fire ants.

e Social — If fire ants infest our parks or sports fields, they could become unusable, with disastrous social
and economic consequences.

e Environment — Fire ants can cause severe damage to the environment because of how easily they can
spread (they can even raft to survive floods!).

[ ]

Some of the impacts (as reported by the National Fire Ant Eradication Program’s website) include:

o Eating fauna that nests or feeds on the ground, including insects, spiders, lizards, frogs, birds, and
mammals.

o Displacing or eliminating native species.

o Eating and damaging seeds, potentially causing major ecosystem changes over time.

e Predating or disturbing insects and animals that pollinate native plants, which may also cause long-term
changes to the vegetation of our bushland areas

e Attacking species that occupy areas within one metre above ground.

If you happen to find a nest in your yard:
« Report it via this link or call 13 25 23.

The beach grooming works were completed at Kakadu Beach last week on Wednesday 28 January 2026.
Unfortunately, the beach comber blew a hydraulic hose halfway through the works (thankfully not on the roost),
so the finish on the roost is a little rougher than previous years. The crews were able to smooth out the ruts from
the machinery with a backhoe so that the roost is suitable for the shorebirds.

The beach stone curlews were monitored during the works and kept their chick in the mangroves. Below are
some photos from the works:

BEFORE
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AFTER

e L

If you had any questions or concerns regarding the works, please contact me.

Kind Regards,
Andrew Evans
Senior Environment Officer
Environmental Services
City of Moreton Bay

A strip of pockmarked Pacific sand
Invertebrates and crustaceans.

An approaching avian wave

The elegant symphony of dipping, banking and swirling
Crash landing

Waiting for legs to function.

Early morning

High tide

The cacophony waits

To feed

Lenses and shutters.

Busy

Counting and recording
Disappointment

Fewer this year.

Summer over

Time to leave

Head north

Thousands of kilometres

Raise the next generation.
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BirdLife 16 January 2026

Header Image: Volunteers counting waterbirds at Barr Hikmn, Oman — a wetland of gloal importance and
a crucial migratory stopover. © Taej Mundkur

This month marks the 60th International Waterbird Census (IWC), one of the world’s longest-running
site-based bird monitoring programmes. This collaborative global effort continues to generate essential
data that underpins effective conservation around the world.

Every January, thousands of people make their way to their local wetlands to participate in a massive citizen
science project to inform global conservation efforts.

For the last 60 years the International Waterbird Census has run annually at wetland sites around the globe,
to assess the health of waterbird populations and their wetland homes.

Co-ordinated by Wetlands International, the Census now covers many thousands of sites in 189 countries and
territories across continents, including inland and coastal wetlands. In many countries, BirdLife

Partners coordinate these surveys nationally, also train and support observers, manage and submit data, and
liaise closely with national authorities and other stakeholders.

“BirdLife International salutes the 60th edition of the International Waterbird Census to be held this month and
next. The most effective conservation is targeted where the need is greatest and the IWC is a great tool to do

just that,” said Martin Harper, CEO of BirdLife International.

“Whether it's having helped establish 956 Ramsar Wetlands of International Importance, covering 1.5 million
km? or identifying 2,701 Important Bird Areas, covering 1.75 million km?, the IWC consistently helps keep us on
track so we can achieve results at scale,” added Harper.
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Waterbirds are a diverse group of species that make up approximately 8% of the world’s avian species, thus
provide valuable insight into the health of sites, habitats and flyways. © Nelson Khor

—_—

Why IWC matters

The International Waterbird Census plays a critical role in understanding and conserving waterbird populations
worldwide. By generating population estimates and long-term trends for waterbird species, IWC data informs
national conservation planning and environmental reporting, and underpins the identification and monitoring

of Important Bird and Biodiversity Areas (IBAs) and Key Biodiversity Areas (KBAs). The data also
provides essential evidence for international assessments and flyway-scale conservation planning, helping to
guide coordinated conservation action across borders.

In many countries, IWC data represents the primary—or in some cases the only—Ilong-term dataset on
waterbirds. Beyond tracking numbers, the regular presence of observers at sites helps to detect local changes,
offering early warning signs of emerging threats or shifts in site condition that may require conservation
attention.

As lan Burfield, Global Science Co-ordinator (Species) at BirdLife International, explains: “Around 8% of the
world’s bird species are waterbirds, and for many of these the best available information on their population
sizes and trends comes from the IWC. It therefore makes a huge contribution to our knowledge of the
conservation status of waterbirds, including BirdLife’'s assessments for the IUCN Red List.”

From field counts to global action

Each year, thousands of volunteers and professionals count waterbirds at wetlands around the world during the
same census period. This data is collated nationally and then integrated internationally, while also remaining
valuable at site scale, where it supports local monitoring, management and conservation action.

The long-term consistency of the International Waterbird Census allows site-level results to feed into regional,
flyway-scale and global analyses. In this way, local field effort scales-up into robust datasets used by scientists,
governments and conservation organisations worldwide. The strength of the IWC lies in this sustained
participation over decades, which enables meaningful insights into change over time.

As Vicky Jones, Flyways Science Co-ordinator at BirdLife International, explains: “Effective monitoring
underpins effective conservation, and the conservation of migratory waterbirds relies on many stakeholders
cooperating at flyway scale. The IWC is vital in delivering information on the state of waterbirds and the sites
they rely upon to these stakeholders — from site managers to national governments and international policy
agreements.”

Our role in delivering IWC

BirdLife Partners play an important role in delivering the International Waterbird Census in many countries,
where they co-ordinate national IWC programmes as part of the wider international network led by Wetlands
International. In this context, Partners organise field counts, train and support observers, manage and submit
data, and liaise closely with national authorities and other stakeholders.

This contribution is reflected in the scale and impact of Partners’ efforts on the ground. For example, between
17-20 January 2025, a dedicated team of 36 volunteers from BirdLife Cyprus, working alongside their partners
at KUSKOR, surveyed 72 wetland sites across the island. This collaborative effort recorded 72 different
waterbird species and counted a total of 21,592 individual birds, demonstrating how coordinated local action
feeds into the global IWC dataset.
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Monitoring waterbirds allows data to be collated nationally and integrated at an international level, providing
crucial impact from a local-to-global scale. Here, volunteers are surveying at Rufiji, Tanzania. © Szabolcs Nagy

For many of our Partners, the IWC provides a key point of engagement with national governments, helping to
strengthen relationships around biodiversity monitoring, wetland management and conservation policy. The
programme exemplifies BirdLife’s Partnership model in action: strong local leadership and expertise, with
volunteer networks contributing to global datasets and conservation outcomes. As a result, the IWC remains a
flagship annual activity for many Partners, demonstrating the enduring value of long-term, collaborative
monitoring.

IWC60 in a global context

The 60th anniversary of the International Waterbird Census comes at a moment of renewed global momentum
and leadership for waterbird conservation. IWCG60 coincides with the launch of the Global Waterbird Estimates
Partnership (GWEP), announced at the 15th Conference of the Parties to the Ramsar Convention on
Wetlands in July 2025. GWEP brings together a broad coalition of partners, including Wetlands International,
BirdLife International, multilateral environmental agreements and governments, with support from Ramsar
Contracting Parties. Together, these partners aim to strengthen and update global waterbird population
estimates using the best available data.

The IWC is central to this effort. Its long-term, standardised data underpins Waterbird Population

Estimates and inform the identification of Wetlands of International Importance (Ramsar Sites), providing a
critical evidence base for identifying and safeguarding these vital wetlands. In particular, a wetland should be
considered internationally important if it regularly supports 20,000 or more waterbirds (Criterion 5) or 1% of the
individuals in a population of one species or subspecies of waterbird (Criterion 6). In this way, decades of
consistent field monitoring continue to shape global conservation policy and practice.

Having this global dataset also facilitates collective action across other major flyway-scale initiatives with a focus
on waterbirds, including the African—Eurasian Waterbird Monitoring Partnership, the Agreement on the
Conservation of African-Eurasian Migratory Waterbirds (AEWA), and the East Asian—Australasian Flyway
Partnership. Through these mechanisms, the IWC supports international cooperation, helping to ensure that
migratory waterbirds and the sites they depend on are conserved throughout their flyways.

Looking ahead

Wetlands and waterbirds continue to face growing pressures around the world, from habitat loss to climate
change. In this context, long-term monitoring remains essential for detecting change, identifying emerging
threats, and guiding effective conservation action.

The BirdLife Partnership is committed to sustaining and strengthening the International Waterbird Census into
the future, ensuring that this invaluable network of volunteers, scientists, NGOs and site managers continues to
provide the evidence needed to protect waterbirds and the wetlands they depend on. IWCG60 therefore
represents not only a landmark milestone but also a renewed commitment to global collaboration and
conservation impact for decades to come.
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BirdLife2 February 2026

This World Wetlands Day, we celebrate the theme, ‘Wetlands and traditional knowledge: celebrating cultural
heritage.” As wetlands disappear, birds, livelihoods and knowledge are at risk. Across the BirdLife Partnership,
we work with communities worldwide to protect wetlands for people and nature.

Wetlands are places of meeting. For thousands of years, communities have lived alongside these vital
landscapes, learning their rhythms and responding to their signals. Birds have always been part of that
relationship. Their migrations, calls and seasonal arrivals have guided fishing, farming and ceremonies, quietly
revealing when wetlands are healthy and when they are not.

This World Wetlands Day, we celebrate the theme ‘Wetlands and traditional knowledge: celebrating cultural
heritage.” And at BirdLife International, we know that when traditional knowledge meets conservation
action, wetlands and birds thrive, as do the communities that care for them.

Nature, culture and continuity

Wherever land meets water, life abounds. Wetlands provide food, freshwater and protection from floods and
storms. They store carbon, support biodiversity and sustain livelihoods for more than a billion people worldwide.
They are also cultural landscapes, shaped by memory, practice and care.

Birds sit at the centre of this story. Wetlands are essential breeding grounds, feeding areas and migration
stopovers for waterbirds across the globe. In turn, birds have helped people understand wetland health long
before monitoring equipment existed. Their presence signals abundance. Their absence is a warning.

This relationship has endured because local knowledge is rooted in observation. It is learned by watching water
levels rise and fall. By listening. By noticing when birds arrive earlier, later or not at all. Passed down through
generations, this knowledge has helped communities manage wetlands in ways that allow both nature and
people to thrive.

The cost of losing wetlands

Despite their importance, wetlands are disappearing faster than any other ecosystem, with more than 22% lost
since 1970. Drainage, pollution, unsustainable land use and climate change are driving widespread loss and
degradation.

When wetlands are damaged, birds are often the first to respond. Populations decline. Migration routes

fragment. Breeding sites disappear. These changes signal deeper ecological breakdown with serious
consequences for people who depend on wetlands for food, water and income.
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Traditional knowledge systems are also under threat. As wetlands are lost, so too are the cultural practices,
languages and identities tied to them. This erosion weakens community resilience and removes some of the
most effective tools we have for managing wetlands sustainably.

The challenge is not choosing between science and tradition. It is recognising that wetlands need both.

Eurasian Spoonbill © Traveller MG / Shutterstock

A Partnership approach to wetland conservation

We know that effective wetland conservation depends on collective action. Our global Partnership works across
borders, cultures and flyways, bringing together scientific evidence and traditional knowledge to protect the
places birds and people depend on.

We work alongside Indigenous Peoples and local communities, recognising that long-standing ecological
knowledge is essential to sustaining wetlands. Birds are our compass. Their movements reveal where nature is
under pressure and where action can make the greatest difference. By listening to both birds and people, we
turn local knowledge into global impact. Across the Partnership, this approach is already shaping conservation
on the ground.

In the Cook Islands, our Partner Te Ipukarea Society is connecting young people with Indigenous knowledge,
exploring wetlands and coastal ecosystems while celebrating the remarkable recovery of

the Kakerori (Rarotonga Monarch), a bird brought back from the brink. This work strengthens cultural identity
while showing how knowledge passed between generations can restore both species and ecosystems.

In Lebanon, the traditional Hima system, an ancient practice of community-led resource management is being
revived by our Partner, the Society for the Protection of Nature in Lebanon. By protecting the Litani River, this
culturally rooted approach is creating vital corridors for migratory birds travelling along the African—Eurasian
flyway, while placing stewardship back in local hands.
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Great Knot © rock ptarmigan/Shutterstock

At Malawi’s Chia Lagoon, former hunters have become conservation leaders through a Partnership-led
approach that puts communities at the centre. Our Partner, the Wildlife and Environmental Society of Malawi
(WESM), is working to restore the vital Chia Lagoon ecosystem, reverse declines in vulnerable waterbird
species and improve local livelihoods. Drawing on deep, place-based knowledge of the wetland, communities
are helping to restore habitats and secure a future where conservation and livelihoods reinforce one another.

Together, these stories show the power of partnership and the strength of conservation rooted in place.

Working together for wetlands

Wetlands remind us that nothing exists alone. By valuing traditional and local knowledge, we protect more than
ecosystems. We protect relationships between generations, between species, and between people and place.
This World Wetlands Day, let us celebrate wetlands as life-sustaining landscapes and commit to a future where
cultural heritage and conservation move forward together.

The most effective conservation honours both nature and culture, recognising that Indigenous Peoples and local
communities have been the stewards of wetland ecosystems for millennia.
Martin Harper, CEO, birdlife international

Count Programme by Linda Cross

Thankfully, most of the Queensland coast experienced reasonably good weather conditions for the National
Summer count held over the weekend of 24 and 25 January 2026.

In total, 79 sites were counted but regrettably 18 sites were not. Most sites were counted on the weekend, while
others were counted within 3 days either side. The Port of Brisbane complex was counted on 18 January (a week
prior) due to staff availability on the scheduled weekend of the count, Noosa River was counted on 20 January,
Wickham Point on 29 January and St. Helena Island on 9 February (availability of staff and vessel).

The 2026 National Summer count produced a total of 27,136 from 79 sites (considerably more than the 2025
count of 18,780 waders from 87 sites).
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In the table below are the results for the National Summer count. Species listed as per IOC checklist v15.1. Also
included in the last column are the totals for the 2025 count for comparison.

Species FNQ | CQ GSS SC NMB | CMB | SMB | GC/T | Totals | Totals
H 2026 2025
Beach Stone-curlew 1 - 1 4 8 - - 1 15 13
Pied Oystercatcher - 4 242 19 138 209 227 13 852 514
Sooty Oystercatcher - - 12 - - - 2 1 15 7
Pied Stilt - 12 67 60 278 429 97 - 943 1799
Red-necked Avocet - - - - - 2 - - 2 38
Grey Plover - - 18 - - 15 - - 33 63
Pacific Golden Plover 18 5 75 241 129 748 62 - 1278 432
Black-fronted Dotterel - 21 - - 1 3 - - 25 56
Masked Lapwing 18 29 7 6 68 44 37 13 222 287
Red-kneed Dotterel - - - - - - - - - 21
Siberian Sand Plover 59 21 45 - - 750 - - 875 368
Greater Sand Plover 157 1 33 - - 2 - - 193 71
Red-capped Plover 10 162 112 32 14 88 27 - 445 527
Comb-crested Jacana - - - - - - - - - 29
Eurasian Whimbrel 26 32 252 67 126 376 25 45 949 961
Far Eastern Curlew 98 125 325 23 811 511 225 58 2176 1418
Bar-tailed Godwit 71 14 2307 131 | 5384 2547 6 131 | 10591 5989
Black-tailed Godwit - - - - - 243 11 - 254 399
Latham’s Snipe - - - - - - - - - 3
Terek Sandpiper 6 - - 1 264 5 1 - 277 38
Grey-tailed Tattler 16 - 11 - 50 1372 112 - 1561 431
Wandering Tattler - - - - - 1 - - 1 -
Marsh Sandpiper - - 28 - - 7 1 - 36 111
Nordmann’s Greenshank 1 - - - - - - - 1 -
Common Greenshank 1 32 - - 1 5 6 - 45 50
Ruddy Turnstone 2 - 16 - - 90 - - 108 64
Great Knot 1358 - 667 - 177 140 - - 2342 761
Red Knot 15 - 11 - 3 4 - - 33 19
Broad-billed Sandpiper - - - - - 8 - 8 -
Sharp-tailed Sandpiper 5 29 5 - 15 375 50 - 479 1091
Curlew Sandpiper 5 5 2 1 - 805 13 - 831 462
Red-necked Stint 8 413 226 - 4 1114 46 - 1811 2733
Little Stint - - - - - - - - 1
Unidentified Sand Plover - - 526 2 - 1 - - 529 -
Unidentified Tattler Sp. - - 1 5 - - - - 6 -
Unidentified small wader - - - - - - - - - 15
Unidentified med wader - - 200 - 200 9

Total Wader Species 19 15 21 13 18 26 17 7 29 30

Total Wader Numbers 1875 | 905 4989 592 | 7671 9894 | 948 262 | 27136 | 18780

FNQ - Far North Queensland — Townsville, Cairns and Cooktown (4 sites). Nine sites in the Burdekin River area
and 2 in the Cairns area were not counted.

CQ - Central Queensland — Gladstone and Yeppoon (7 sites). No counts for Bundaberg or Mackay.

GSS - Great Sandy Strait — Boonooroo, Maaroom and Hervey Bay (10 sites). Two sites were not counted, and
no counts were conducted for Tin Can Bay.

SC - Sunshine Coast — Caloundra, Maroochy River and Noosa River (11 sites).

NMB — North Moreton Bay — Moreton Island, Redcliffe, Deception Bay, Bribie Island and Toorbul (22 sites). Six
sites were not counted and 2 were under water.

CMB - Central Moreton Bay — Port of Brisbane complex, St. Helena Island, Nudgee Beach and Pine River
=(8 sites). Five sites were not surveyed,

SMB - Southern Moreton Bay — Victoria Point, Thornlands, Cleveland, North Stradbroke Island, Wellington Point,
Thorneside, Manly and Lytton (15 sites). No count for 1 site in the southern section.

GC/TH —Gold Coast and Tweed Heads NSW (2) sites. Six sites were not counted.

Note: There are 12 sub-sites within the Port of Brisbane complex but recorded as 1 site for the table.

In the table above, 21 migratory (1 more than last year) and 8 resident species (2 less than last year) were
recorded during the summer count. Migratory waders accounted for 91% of the count. Of those, 43% were Bar-
tailed Godwit, 10% were Great Knot and 9% were Far Eastern Curlew. Resident wader numbers were 9% with
both Pied Stilt and Pied Oystercatcher each at 3% of the whole summer count and
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37% and 34% respectively of the resident species count followed by Red-capped Plover with 18%. Central North
Moreton Bay sites recorded 36% of the total summer count followed by North Moreton Bay with 28% and Great
Sandy Strait with 18%.

In the table below are the regional National Summer counts for the past few years for comparison.

Number of

sites counted | FNQ | CQ GSS SC NMB | CMB | SMB | GC/TH | Totals
2026 79 1875 | 905 | 4989 592 | 7671 | 9820 948 | 262 27136
2025 87 735 | 1249 | 1819 457 | 5493 | 4414 4272 341 18780
2024 82 999 | 1056 | 5060 520 | 9453 | 12915 | 3751 62 33816
2023 95 2076 | 1737 | 3188 369 | 7701 | 11050 | 3544 114 29779
2022 66 5167 | 190 447 327 | 3261 | 7746 5615 NC 22753
2021 85 103 270 | 7209 436 | 7231 | 10051 7333 87 32720
2020 97 720 827 | 2892 380 | 9277 | 11809 | 8622 10 34537

Two additional sites have been included in this national summer count, Bushland Beach west to Black River in
Townsville, which has been in the QWSG database since 1997 and Urangan Marina ponds in Hervey Bay, which
is a new site added to the database in September 2025. Both these sites have added some significant numbers
to the figures (Greater Sand Plover and Great Knot in Townsville and Pied Oystercatcher, Sooty Oystercatcher
and Sand Plover species in Hervey Bay).

Considering many sites were not counted, the total wader number is much higher than the 2025 count. The large
increase in Terek Sandpiper is due to night counts (set night camera) at Kakadu Beach Bribie Island, which this
species has been using under the cover of darkness. Counts between 200 and 300 have been counted from the
night vision and recorded on counts. Although Curlew Sandpiper numbers show that they have nearly doubled
compared to 2025 totals, they are in fact well below what is normally recorded. At the Port of Brisbane complex
over 2,000 birds were recorded in December. In southern Moreton Bay there was a 78% drop in the total wader
count, which was due to much lower numbers at Geoff Skinner Reserve for Siberian Sand Plover, Far Eastern
Curlew and Bar-tailed Godwit. These species were probably utilising other sites, such as the Port of Brisbane
complex, although both species of sand plover, Grey Plover and Red-necked Stint have been in much lower
numbers this austral summer. Recruiting counters in most regions so we can get more counts from sites along
the Queensland coast could add significant numbers to the national counts as well as the database where species
numbers would be monitored more closely.

We welcome Frank Burch to the count programme. Frank has been assisting other counters in southern Moreton
Bay for over a year now and has also been surveying Point Halloran reserve on an ad hoc basis for even longer.
The Point Halloran counter stepped down from that site back in late 2021 and after a conversation with Frank, he
has offered to become the new counter for Point Halloran reserve. Frank has also been very busy entering 7
years of data from another site he has been counting and consequently | have been busy validating the counts.
Thank you, Frank, for letting me talk you into joining the Count Programme.

We would also like to welcome John Lowry to the count programme. John counts in the Townsville region, an
important area for waders that was counted from 1997 to early 2000s, then just a handful of counts from 2007 to
2011. John has already entered some of his old counts previously submitted to other portals and provided many
more in another format that will be uploaded directly into the QWSG database. These counts will provide plenty
of missing information on the wader numbers for the region. It is great to have someone in the Townsville region
once again contributing to the Count Programme and to the database.

We also have a third person to welcome into the program, Joshua Rowe, a new member, who lives in the Tweed
Heads area and has started counting some of the 7 sites in the area that have been in the database since the
early 1990s but for the last 4 years have hardly been surveyed due to a lack of counters. Joshua has already
submitted counts since December 2025 for the Tweed sites and a site on the Gold Coast. Joshua is happy to
have extra helpers count the sites with him, so please advise the count coordinator if you are interested. Joshua
also hopes to expand his surveys to other sites on the Gold Coast.

It has been a long time since we welcomed 3 new people into the count programme, and we look forward to a
long relationship with Frank, John and Joshua into the future.

| noted several comments on the January counts about some of the migratory waders already having breeding
plumage, which is a reminder that they are building their fat reserves in readiness for the northward migration.
That is also a sign that our trans-Tasman visitor (Double-banded Plover) will soon be on our shores. Remember
to check those small waders for any sighting of them.
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The Nordmann’s Greenshank that has been frequenting the Cairns Esplanade for several years returned for a 6t
austral summer and although it may have been seen and recorded on other portals by other people, | have been
advised that it was first seen at 4 p.m. on 07.12.25 at the north end of the Esplanade by Jude Friesen. It has
since been recorded during 2 surveys in December and 3 in January. The last record was during the national
count on 23.01.26.

Seven sites reported Sooty Oystercatcher during the last 3 months surveys with the new site (Urangan Marina
ponds Hervey Bay) recording (5) in November, (8) in December and (11) in January. Gables Point Rocks (also
in Hervey Bay) recorded between (1) and (3) in December and (6) in January. There is of course speculation that
these birds probably move from 1 site to the other. The other sites are Port of Brisbane complex with the highest
count of 3 (includes 1 juvenile) on 21.12.25, Wickham Point (2) on 01.01.26, Scarborough to Clontarf (2) on
24.10.25, Manly Harbour (2) on 24.01.26 and Tweed entrance and south bank Tweed Heads (1) on 24.01.26.

Preferring to roost in trees at high tide, Terek Sandpiper don’t often appear on count sheets, and certainly not in
large numbers (except for a couple of sites). From November through to January 6 sites recorded this species in
single digits, while the following sites recorded higher totals. Cairns Esplanade recorded (10) on 06.01.26, Port of
Brisbane complex (20) on 21.12.25, Manly Harbour (81) on 20.12.25 and Kakadu Beach Bribie Island (290) on
17.12.25, (264) on 24.01.26 and (257) on 25.01.26. Manly Harbour is a known site for this species and can usually
be found amongst the large number of tattlers that roost on the rocks bordering the site, and where they can be
seen in the day, whereas on Kakadu Beach Bribie Island, the birds prefer to visit the site at night. This species
has also been observed in southern Moreton Bay and although the sites where they have been recorded are not
in the count programme, Queensland Parks and

Wildlife Service have counted them in the hundreds with a recent count of 243 in mangrove trees at Pannikin
Island Marine National Park.

45 SEAY >

Roostin Tee Sanpipers - Photorp byayn Matthews
Wandering Tattler were recorded at 2 sites during the last 3 months with 5 counted at Gables Point Rocks in

Hervey Bay on 30.01.26 (missing the summer count) and (1) at the same site in November. The other record
came from Port of Brisbane complex (1) on 18.01.26.
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The Pine Rivers Wetland Reserve counter sent a photo of a Siberian Sand Plover seen on the 20 December
count. The counter has never observed this species at the site since starting to count in 2008, although it has
been recorded 6 times since counts started back in 1993. However, this was not the reason the photo was sent
but rather to point out the extensive breeding plumage on the bird so late in the season. It was also a surprise to
some QWSG colleagues.

Extracts from the November, December and January counts for other migratory species appear below.

Grey Plover: Boonooroo (53) on 22.11.25 before dropping to (18) on 23.01.26, Port of Brisbane complex (15) on
18.01.26, Cungulla - Bowling Green Bay ((8) on 07.01.26, Ross River Mouth sandspit Townsville (5) on
08.12.25 and Bushland Beach west to Black River (2) on15.12.26

Pacific Golden Plover: Port of Brisbane complex (728) on 18.01.26, Maroochy River sites combined (185) on
28.11.25, Point Halloran Reserve (182) on 22.11.25, Deception Bay claypan (150) on 19.12.25, Point
Vernon Hervey Bay (80) on 20.12.25 and King Street mudflat Thornlands (78) on 15.01.26

Siberian Sand Plover: Port of Brisbane complex (750) on 18.01.26, (411) on 21.12.25 and (333) on 23.11.25,
Geoff Skinner Reserve (275) on 20.12.25, Urangan Marina ponds (250) on 24.12.25 and (408) recorded
as unidentified sand plover at this site on 21.01.26, which were probably predominately Siberian.

Greater Sand Plover: Bushland Beach west to Black River Townsville (140) on 23.01.26 and (105) on 15.12.25,
O’Regans Creek westside Hervey Bay (25) on 24.01.26 and Barron River (16) on 23.01.26

Eurasian Whimbrel: Port of Brisbane complex (291) on 18.01.26 and Boonooroo (252) on 23.01.26

Far Eastern Curlew: Boonooroo (440) on 22.11.25, Port of Brisbane complex (436) on 18.01.26, Toorbul (363
plus) on 25.01.26, Kakadu Beach Bribie Island (333) on 09.11.25 and Geoff Skinner Reserve (296) on
09.01.26

Bar-tailed Godwit: Mirapool Beach sandbank (2,700) on 24.01.26, Port of Brisbane complex (2,507) on 18.01.26,
Kakadu Beach Bribie Island (2,350) on 18.01.26 and Manly Harbour (1,749) on 03.01.26

Black-tailed Godwit: Gregory Road Hays Inlet (220) on 24.01.26 and Port of Brisbane complex (54) on 09.12.25

Latham’s Snipe: Kinka Wetlands Yeppoon (1) on 20.12.25, Garnett’'s Lagoons Susan River Hervey Bay (1) on
25.11.25, Queensland Aluminium Limited Gladstone (1) on 24.11.25 and Buckley’s Hole Bribie Island (1)
on 09.11.25

Common Sandpiper: Ross River Mouth Sand Spit Townsville (1) on 08.12.25

Grey-tailed Tattler: Port of Brisbane complex (1,369) on 18.01.26 and (1,310) on 21.12.25, Manly Harbour (530)
on 22.11.25

Marsh Sandpiper: Garnett’s Lagoons Susan River Hervey Bay (14) on 25.01.26, Maaroom (14) on 24.01.26, Port
of Brisbane complex (9) on 28.11.25 and Manly Harbour (8) on 30.12.25

Common Greenshank: Queensland Aluminium Limited Gladstone (32) on 21.01.26, Geoff Skinner Reserve (15)
on 22.11.25, Queen’s Esplanade Thorneside (12) on 20.01.26 and Boonooroo (11) on 22.11.25

Ruddy Turnstone: Port of Brisbane complex (90) on 18.01.26, Manly Harbour (22) on 30.12.25 and Gables Point
Rocks Hervey Bay (18) on 03.11.25

Great Knot: Ross River Mouth Sand Spit Townsville (2,500) on 08.12.25, Bushland Beach west to Black River
(1,100) on 19.01.26, Boonooroo (639) on 23.01.26, Maaroom (380) on 20.12.25, Cairns Esplanade (294)
on 18.01.26, Barron River (271) on 20.12.25 and Kakadu Beach Bribie Island (250 est) on 02.01.26

Red Knot: Urangan Marina ponds Hervey Bay (68) on 11.11.25, Ross River Mouth Sand Spit Townsville (25) on
08.12.25

Broad-billed Sandpiper: Port of Brisbane complex (8) on 18.01.26

Sharp-tailed Sandpiper: Port of Brisbane complex (506) on 23.11.25, Cairns Esplanade (370) on 15.11.25

Curlew Sandpiper: Port of Brisbane complex (2,065) on 21.12.25
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Red-necked Stint: Port of Brisbane complex (1,639) on 21.12.25, Geoff Skinner Reserve (564) on 16.12.25,
Barron River (420) on 26.11.26, Queensland Aluminium Limited Gladstone (409) on 21.01.26, Manly
Harbour (366) on 15.01.26 and O’Regans Creek westside Hervey Bay (300) on 20.12.25.

Breeding records — resident waders:

Beach Stone-curlew: Noosa River mouth sandbanks (nest observed with single egg) on 20.01.26. Kakadu Beach
Bribie Island (sitting on eggs 09.11.25, chick possibly hatched on 23.11.25, 1 chick seen on 29.11.25 and
recorded through December and January. Last recorded as juvenile on 25.01.26).

Pied Oystercatcher: Kakadu Beach Bribie Island (2 juveniles with parents) on 09.11.25

Sooty Oystercatcher: Port of Brisbane complex (1 juvenile with 2 adults) on 21.12.25.

Pied Stilt: Queensland Aluminium Limited Gladstone (2 nesting) on 21.01.26 and (1 pair nesting) on 24.11.25.
Port of Brisbane complex (1 young juvenile and 1 juvenile a little older) on 21.12.25 and (behaviour
indicating nest or chicks) on 02.01.26. Manly Harbour (3 chicks and 2 chicks) on 22.11.25.

Black-fronted Dotterel: Queensland Aluminium Limited Gladstone (2 nesting) on 21.01.26

Masked Lapwing: Toorbul (1 well grown juvenile) on 22.12.25. Maaroom (2 juveniles) on 20.12.25. Kakadu Beach
Bribie Island (1 possibly nesting) on 29.11.25

Red-capped Plover: Queensland Aluminium Limited Gladstone (breeding) on 21.01.26 and (2 pair with 1 chick
and 1 pair with 2 chicks) on 29.12.25. Port of Brisbane complex (behaviour indicating nesting) on
21.12.25. Barron River (1 very young juvenile) on 16.11.25. Noosa River mouth sandbanks (single nest
with 2 eggs) on 07.11.25.

Comb-crested Jacana: All records coming from Buckley’s Hole Bribie Island with (1 nesting and 2 independent
juveniles) on 02.11.25, (1 adult with 4 half-grown chicks and 2 juveniles) on 14.12.25, (1 adult nesting, 4
newly hatched chicks and 2 juveniles) on 09.11.25.

Thank you to the counters who took the time to record breeding records for resident waders.

Counters not entering their counts online, please continue to send them to me at my email or postal address as
follows: xenus69@bigpond.com
Snail mail: 40 Thompson Road, Bellmere. Qld 4510 Phone: 5495 2758 Mobile: 0490 080 340

A reminder that Leg flag sightings must not be entered online during count entry. Please note that you
can now enter flagged and banded sightings on the new website. If you prefer, you can email sightings
to Jon Coleman (email address legflags@waders.org.au . You can also contact Jon or me for the Leg Flag
Observation Report Form.

Happy counting. Linda Cross.

Interesting resident wader sightings

Beach Stone-curlew sightings during the last 3 months have come from 13 sites with the highest count for each

site as follows:

Kakadu Beach Bribie Island (3) several counts from 29.11.25 through to 25.01.26, Gables Point Rocks Hervey
Bay (2) on 16.12.25, Maroochy River Goat Island (2) on 24.01.26, Noosa River mouth sandbanks (2) in
November, December and January, Toolakea foreshore and mudflats Townsville (2) on 05.01.26, Point
Vernon Hervey Bay (1) on 20.12.25, Reeders Point Moreton Island (1) on 21.01.26, Mirapool Beach
sandbank (1) on 21.01.26, Tweed entrance and south bank Tweed Heads NSW (1) on 24.01.26,
Bushland Beach west to Black River (10) on 02.01.26, Boonooroo (1) on 23.01.26 and Queensland
Aluminium Limited Gladston (1) on 24.11.25

Pied Oystercatcher: Port of Brisbane complex (189) on 18.01.26, Manly Harbour (183) on 24.01.26, Geoff
Skinner Reserve (111) on 22.11.25, Maaroom (89) on 24.01.26 and Urangan Marina ponds Hervey Bay
(79) on 21.01.26

Pied Stilt: Recorded at 29 sites from Tweed Heads in NSW to Cooktown in FNQ with high counts from Port of
Brisbane complex (347) on 18.01.26, Lytton (198) on 24.01.26, Manly Harbour (195) on 20.12.25,
Luggage Point (166) on 21.12.25 and Kakadu Beach Bribie Island (155) on 19.12.25

Red-necked Avocet: Port of Brisbane complex (2) on 18.01.26 and (2) on 21.12.25

Black-fronted Dotterel: Queensland Aluminium Limited Gladstone (29) on 29.12.25 and (20) on 24.11.25, King
Street Mudflat Thornlands (10) on 22.11.25 and Kinka Wetlands Yeppoon (6) on 24.01.26

Masked Lapwing: Scarborough to Clontarf (53) on 23.01.26 and Queensland Aluminium Limited Gladstone (46)
on 29.12.25

Red-kneed Dotterel: Queensland Aluminium Limited Gladstone (1) on 29.12.25

Red-capped Plover: Kinka Beach Yeppoon (400) on 20.12.25, O’'Regans Creek westside Hervey Bay (250) on
20.12.25 and Queensland Aluminium Limited Gladstone (175) on 29.12.25
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Comb-crested Jacana: Buckley’s Hole Bribie Island (5) on 23.11.25 (other records for this species at this site
recorded under breeding records in main article) and Garnett’s Lagoons Susan River Hervey Bay (4) on
23.11.25.

Black Swan: Kinka Wetlands Yeppoon (300) on 20.12.25 and Pumicestone Passage in front of Toorbul roost
(c500) on 22.12.25

Radjah Shelduck: Endeavour River claypan Cooktown (4) on 22.11.25, Queensland Aluminium Limited
Gladstone (4) on 29.12.25

Pacific Black Duck: Kinka Wetlands Yeppoon (220) on 20.12.25 and Queensland Aluminium Limited Gladstone
(186) on 24.11.25

Grey Teal: Queensland Aluminium Limited Gladstone (238) on 29.12.25 and (209) on 24.11.25

Chestnut Teal: Port of Brisbane complex (510) on 18.01.26

Buff-banded Rail: Boonooroo (3 — 1 adult and 3 small chicks) on 22.11.25, Queensland Aluminium Limited
Gladstone (2) on 29.12.25 and Manly Harbour (1 — sitting on eggs) on 20.12.25 and a single bird
recorded at Kakadu Beach Bribie Island, Port of Brisbane complex, Coolum Parade Wetlands Newport,
Maaroom and Kinka Wetlands Yeppoon during the last 3 months

Brolga: Kinka Wetlands Yeppoon (26) on 22.11.25 and (20) on 20.12.25

Little Tern: Port of Brisbane complex (659) on 21.12.25, Urangan Marina ponds Hervey Bay (636) on 21.01.26
and Ross River Mouth Sand Spit Townsville (bird on nest)) on 08.12.25

Gull-billed Tern: Bushland Beach west to Black River Townsville (5) on 23.01.26, (2) on 19.01.26 and (2) on
15.12.25 (a regular visitor to this site)

Australian Tern: Queensland Aluminium Limited Gladstone (112) on 24.11.25, Maaroom (106) on 24.01.26,
Boonooroo (102) on 22.11.25 and Barron River (79) on 20.12.25

Caspian Tern: Port of Brisbane complex (43) on 21.12.25

Whiskered Tern: Lytton Claypan No1 (9 — includes 1 leucistic bird) on 11.11.25, Garnett’s Lagoons Susan River
Hervey Bay (7) on 25.11.25 and Luggage Point (6) on 21.12.25

White-winged Tern: Maroochy River (7) on 12.12.25 and Kinka Wetlands Yeppoon (1) on 20.12.25

Common Tern: Maroochy River (296) on 12.12.25, Sandbank No 2 Caloundra (150+) on 18.11.25

Lesser Crested Tern: Bushland Beach west to Black River Townsville (50) on 19.01.26, Ross River Mouth Sand
Spit Townsville (9) on 08.12.25, Barron River (4) on 16.11.25, Urangan Marina ponds Hervey Bay (1)
on 27.11.25 and Gables Point Rocks Hervey Bay (1) on 05.11.25

Greater Crested Tern: Noosa River mouth sandbanks (377) on 07.11.25

Silver Gull: Port of Brisbane complex (432) on 21.12.25, Scarborough to Clontarf (374) on 23.01.26, Reeders
Point Moreton Island (297) on 21.01.26 and Wave Break Sand Island Gold Coast (250) on 14.01.26 and
(250) on 04.11.25

Wedge-tailed Shearwater: Queen’s Esplanade Thorneside (1) on 10.12.25

Short-tailed Shearwater: Kakadu Beach Bribie Island (1) on 02.01.26 and Manly Harbour (1) on 10.01.26

Black-necked Stork: Garnett’s Lagoons Susan River Hervey Bay (2) on 25.01.26, Queensland Aluminium
Limited Gladstone (1) on 21.01.25 and (1) on 24.11.25 and Barron River (1) on 18.01.26

Australasian Darter: Scarborough to Clontarf (8) on 19.12.25 and Garnett’'s Lagoons Susan River Hervey Bay
(8) on 25.11.25

Little Black Cormorant: Wave Break Sand Island Gold Coast (500) on 14.01.26

Great Cormorant: Garnett’s Lagoons Susan River Hervey Bay (2) on 25.01.26

Australian White Ibis: Port of Brisbane complex (111) on 21.12.25

Glossy Ibis: Kinka Wetlands Yeppoon (6) on 20.12.25 and Garnett’s Lagoons Susan River Hervey Bay (3) on
25.01.26

Royal Spoonbill: Port of Brisbane complex (71) on 23.11.25

Black Bittern: Endeavour River claypan Cooktown (3) on 20.12.25 and (2) on 22.01.26

Nankeen Night Heron: Buckley’s Hole Bribie Island (26) on 09.11.25

Pacific Reef Heron: Port of Brisbane complex (2) on 18.01.26 and (2) on 21.12.25, Scarborough to Clontarf (2)
on 24.10.25

Little Egret: Queensland Aluminium Limited Gladstone (18) on 29.12.25

White-faced Heron: Geoff Skinner Reserve (52) on 09.01.26, King Street Mudflat Thornlands (35) on 22.11.25
and Queensland Aluminium Limited Gladstone (32) on 29.12.25

Striated Heron: Queensland Aluminium Limited Gladstone (7) on 29.12.25

White-necked Heron: Kinka Wetlands Yeppoon (1) on 20.12.25 and Garnett’s Lagoons Susan River Hervey Bay
(1) on 25.11.25

Australian Pelican: Port of Brisbane complex (98) on 18.01.26 and Garnett’s Lagoons Susan River Hervey Bay
(82) on 25.01.26

Black-shouldered Kite: Kinka Beach Yeppoon (1) on 22.11.25

Brown Goshawk: Port of Brisbane complex (1) on 21.12.25 and Buckley’s Hole Bribie Island (1) on 09.11.25

Collared Sparrowhawk: Endeavour River claypan Cooktown (1 — unusual for this area) on 20.12.25

Spotted Harrier: Port of Brisbane (1) on 23.11.25

Black Kite: Cungulla - Bowling Green Bay (3) on 07.01.26 and Urangan Marina ponds Hervey Bay (1) on
11.12.25
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Nankeen Kestrel: Queensland Aluminium Limited Gladstone (1) on 21.01.26 and Port of Brisbane complex (1)
on 23.11.25

Peregrine Falcon: (1) bird at each of the following sites. Kakadu Beach Bribie Island in January, Manly Harbour
and Queensland Aluminium Limited Gladstone in December and Point Halloran Reserve and Godwin
Beach in November.
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Wedge-tailed Shearwater — photograph Arthur Keates.

In past years Birds Queensland has worked with Birdlife Southern Queensland to organise and run the
Queensland Ornithology Conference (QOC).

These conferences have been very well attended and received by birdwatchers in Queensland. The time has
come to organise the 2026 QOC.

Birds Queensland is seeking at least two volunteers to work with Birdlife Southern Queensland in the
organisation of this Conference. This will involve attending planning meetings to organise the date, venue,
program, sponsorships and run the Conference on the day.

Can anyone who is interested please contact The Secretary at secretary@birdsqueensland.org.au.

Deception Bay Environmental Hub Event
26—29 March 2026

The 2026 World Science Festival, delivered by Queensland Museum, brings science to life through fun,
interactive events for all ages. The festival aims to spark curiosity, inspire young minds and help communities
discover how science shapes our world through research and technology. This event, hosted by REF
Environmental and its partners aims to make science more accessible to members of the local community and
raising the awareness of the local ecosystems associated with the Moreton Bay Region. Participants will be able
to visit the hub and engage with the following interactive scientific displays.

1. The Turtles of Moreton Bay
Moreton Bay is an important habitat for marine turtles. Discover the ecology of these amazing reptiles
and learn how scientists and citizen scientists work together to monitor and manage the six turtle
species that live in Moreton Bay.
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2. Freshwater invertebrates and water quality in the Moreton Bay Catchment
Learn about freshwater ecology, the role of macroinvertebrates and the scientific methods used to
determine the water quality of the Moreton Bay region’s creeks and rivers which feed into Moreton Bay.

3. Shellfish restoration in Moreton Bay
Shellfish reefs were once an important component of the Moreton Bay ecology providing habitat for fish
and invertebrates as well as filtering and improving water quality. Learn about the processes and
science behind restoring these valuable ecosystems.

4. The ecology of the intertidal flats of Moreton Bay
The intertidal flats of Moreton Bay support a range of wildlife including invertebrates, fish waterbirds and
migratory waders. Learn about the ecology of this productive habitat.

5. The science of hidden worlds through a Scanning Electron Microscope
Many organisms are too small to observe clearly, even under a microscope. At the hub, a Scanning
Electron Microscope will be available to show how scientists use this technology to view microscopic life
in detail.

6. Monitoring the international migratory birds of Queensland
The Queensland Waders Study Group is tasked with monitoring and collecting data on the populations
of migratory birds that visit Queensland annually. Learn about the ecology of these critically endangered
birds and the scientific methods used to assess the population to develop strategies for their
management and protection.

7. Stingray feeding pits and their role in prawn and whiting production in Moreton Bay
Stingrays target invertebrates buried in Moreton Bay'’s intertidal flats, creating pools that stay filled at
low tide and support juvenile fish, prawns, and whiting. Learn about the research on stingray feeding
pits and their role in the ecology of Moreton Bay including fisheries production.

Wader Watch by Jon Coleman

Hi everyone,

Welcome to wader watch. For the period late November 2025 to mid-February 2026. Over this period a total of
1,692 records were received with the breakdown of those records shown below. Our migratory shorebirds
where most of our records come from were present throughout this reporting period hence the uplift in the
number of sightings.

Green Leg Flag sightings seen in QLD
A total of 1,653 records of green flagged shorebirds were recorded during this period.

Green Leg Flag Sightings seen Overseas

Bar-tailed Godwit
FDC — 13/11/2025: Manuwatu Estuary, New Zealand: Michael Strong
FAN — 20/01/2026: Catlins Lake, Dunedin, New Zealand: Nick Beckwith

INTERSTATE FLAGGED BIRDS SEEN IN QLD
Orange (Vic) leg flags
Great Knot

Plain — 17/01/2026, Wynnum Esplanade: Martin Taylor
Red Knot

HP- 22/11/2025, Lytton Claypan: Arthur Keates

HP- 28/11/2025, Lytton Claypan: Arthur Keates

HP- 09/12/2025, Lytton Claypan: Arthur Keates

Orange over Green (NSW) Leg Flags

Bar-tailed Godwit
EBA- 08/12/2025, Kakadu Beach: Paul Cuddihy
EBA- 26/12/2025, Kakadu Beach: Michael Strong
EBA- 31/12/2025, Kakadu Beach: Michael Strong
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OVERSEAS FLAGGED BIRDS SEEN IN QLD

Black over white or white over black (Shanghai, China) leg flag sightings
Great Knot

AA1 — 03/02/2026, Lota Esplanade: Peter Harms

J62 — 14/12/2025, Thorneside Esplanade:
J62 — 18/12/2025, Thorneside Esplanade:
J62 — 20/12/2025, Thorneside Esplanade:
J62 — 31/12/2025, Thorneside Esplanade:
J62 — 06/01/2026, Thorneside Esplanade:
J62 — 10/01/2026, Thorneside Esplanade:
J62 — 11/01/2026, Thorneside Esplanade:
J62 — 12/01/2026, Thorneside Esplanade:
J62 — 14/01/2026, Thorneside Esplanade:
J62 — 19/01/2026, Thorneside Esplanade:
J62 — 20/01/2026, Thorneside Esplanade:
J62 — 22/01/2026, Thorneside Esplanade:
J62 — 27/01/2026, Thorneside Esplanade:
J62 — 28/01/2026, Thorneside Esplanade:

Arthur Keates
Arthur Keates
Arthur Keates
Arthur Keates
Arthur Keates
Tony Cotter
Brian Russell
Arthur Keates
Arthur Keates
Arthur Keates
Arthur Keates
Arthur Keates
Arthur Keates
Peter Harms

J62 — 29/01/2026, Thorneside Esplanade: Arthur Keates
Black-tailed Godwit
LK-23/11/2025, Lytton Claypan: Arthur Keates & Sheryl Keates
LK-04/12/2025, Lytton Claypan: Arthur Keates
LK-09/12/2025, Lytton Claypan: Arthur Keates

LK-03/01/2026, Manly Harbour: Arthur Keates

Green over Yellow (China) leg flag sightings
Great Knot
FH — 08/12/2025, Bushland Beach: John Lowry

Black over Yellow (Kamchatka, Russia) leg flag sightings

Great Knot
A2H — 08/12/2025, Kakadu Beach:
A2H — 09/12/2025, Kakadu Beach:
A2H — 22/12/2025, Kakadu Beach:
A2H — 31/12/2025, Kakadu Beach:
A2H — 01/01/2026, Kakadu Beach:
A2H — 02/01/2026, Kakadu Beach:
A2H — 16/01/2026, Kakadu Beach:

Paul Cuddihy & Michael Strong
Paul Cuddihy & Michael Strong
Paul Cuddihy & Michael Strong
Paul Cuddihy & Michael Strong
Paul Cuddihy

Paul Cuddihy & Michael Strong
Michael Strong

Blue over White (Japan) leg flag sightings
Red-necked Stint
K95 — 5/12/2025, Machins Beach: Jun Matsui

White (New Zealand) leg flag sightings
Red Knot
Plain-09/11/2025, Urangan Harbour: Mick Barker

The following people and organisations contributed the data used in this report with apologies for any
inadvertent omission.

Alison van Niekerk, Ana de Joux, Arthur Keates, Brian Russell, Burnice Starkey, Cecile Espigole, Dave Pastern,
Eva Plaganyi-Lloyd, Frank Burch, Gary Kane, Jennifer Gursanscky, John Lowry, Jun Matsui, Kathryn McCook,
Martin Taylor, Mark Tarnawski, Michael Strong, May Britten, Michele Burford, Mick Barker, Mick Theobald,
Sharon Holt, Naoko Okui, Nicola Udy, Noah Rowell, Paul Cuddihy, Penn Lloyd, Perry Cleland, Peter Harms,
Peter Rothlisberg, Rachelle Patterson, Wayne Matthews, Sheryl Keates, Terry Burgess, Tony Cotter, Una
Sandeman, Wendy Shanley

Every record received is incredibly valuable so thank you to everyone who contributed their sightings. Please
remember if your submitting sightings to use our web site and enter your records there as we can process them
online, they’re easy to enter and far easier to manage through that way. The web site is www.waders.org.au
and click on the Report a Banded/ Leg Flagged Bird link on the home page. When completing a report only
record what you see and don’t assume anything in terms of which leg the flag is on, or any other details, we’ll
work with what you provide.

30


http://www.waders.org.au/

Queensland Wader — Issue 135 March, April, May 2026

Wader ID Days and Walks

Sunday 8 March 2026
Manly Boat Harbour (restricted area) ID Day

Saturday 14 March 2026
Nudgee Beach Walk
Saturday 28 March 2026

Wynnum foreshore, Wynnum Walk

Sunday 12 April 2026
Oyster Point Park, Cleveland Walk

Details:

Manly Boat Harbour (restricted area) ID Day
Sunday 8 March 2026
1.98m high tide at 12:12pm. Meeting time 1:00pm.

We'll be there at high tide, hoping to see a good range of waders. It's an ideal site for beginners as the birds
are generally quite close, and you won’t have to walk through any mud. The sun will be little behind us which
should be good viewing.
These dates give a good opportunity to access this site, which is normally closed to the pubilic.
Under our access agreement with the State strict conditions apply. Participants will be required to sign a form
acknowledging responsibility for their own health and safety, including:
wearing protective clothing at all times (e.g. hat, shoes, sunglasses) and using sunscreen
drinking water to avoid dehydration
using insect repellent if necessary
telling a group leader about any health issues that may affect taking part in the field trip
if feeling unwell, or concerned about someone else being unwell, immediately telling a group leader or
another participant

e immediately telling a group leader or another participant about any injury suffered (including a slip, trip,

fall and snake bite) or hazard that may cause injury to someone.

Participants must wear enclosed footwear, have drinking water, and a jacket is advisable because of the
likelihood of a westerly wind. The gate will be locked after we enter, and it will not be possible for late arrivals to
participate.
Meet at the end of Davenport Drive Manly, see link:where to meet.
Bring binoculars, telescopes if you have one, drinking water and insect repellent. There are no public toilets at
this site.
Please arrive on time for our preliminary chat. You'll need to be a BQ or QWSG member to attend, see
link: become a member. Hopefully we’ll be able to identify all the birds and answer all your questions.
Contact Gary Kane on 0412 423 023 to register, and for more details. Participation will be strictly limited to
people with confirmed registrations.

Nudgee Beach Walk.

Saturday 14 March 2026. 3:00pm start.

For this social outing we will have a walk on the mudflats at Nudgee Beach following the migratory birds around,
then a shared picnic and bird call afterwards. Be prepared to walk out over 100 metres onto the mudflats, then
wander back and forth in shin deep water looking for the birds. If this sounds like fun, then this is an activity for
you.

Low tide will be 0.87m at 1:03pm. High tide will be 1.67 metres at 6:34pm.

The walk may require some experience and may be challenging for some, because of the wet and muddy
nature of the activity.

Meet in the car park at Nudgee Beach at the end of Fortitude Street, Nudgee Beach. There are covered picnic
shelters and nearby toilets. See link: meeting place. Bring your telescope and footwear suitable for walking shin
deep in the water across the mudflats. As usual, also bring hat, sunscreen, insect repellent, chair and afternoon
tea to share.

Contact Gary Kane on 0412 423 023 to register, and for more details. Participation will be strictly limited to
people with confirmed registrations.
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Wynnum foreshore, Wynnum Walk

Saturday 28 March 2026 3:30pm start

For this activity we will be walking along the foreshore at Wynnum looking for migratory shorebirds feeding on
the mudflats on a rising tide, then a shared picnic and bird call afterwards. It must be understood that there is
no guarantee that the birds will cooperate with this plan, but we should have a pleasant outing regardless. |
don’t expect we will walk far. | will bring some spare telescopes from the Queensland Wader Study Group.
We will base ourselves on Wynnum Esplanade at the intersection with Penfold Parade, where | will set up some
camp tables after the walk for our shared picnic and bird call. There are public toilets a short distance away in
George Clayton Park.

Low tide will be 0.70 metres at 12:52pm. High tide will be 1.82 metres at 6:37pm.

The walk should be easy.

Meet on Wynnum Esplanade, Wynnum at the intersection with Penfold Parade. See link: meeting place.
Bring a telescope if you have one. Definit ely bring a chair. As usual, also bring closed shoes, hat, sunscreen,
insect repellent and afternoon tea to share.

Contact Gary Kane on 0412 423 023 to register, and for more details. Participation will be strictly limited to
people with confirmed registrations.

Oyster Point Park, Cleveland Walk

Sunday 12 April 2026 3:00pm start.

For this social outing we will visit Oyster Point in Cleveland and check out the migratory shorebirds feeding on a
rising tide, then have a shared picnic and bird call afterwards. This is a staging site, and the birds normally
move on when the tide gets too high. However, with a relatively low tide they may hang around a little longer for
us. There is also a walkway along the mangroves to the north of the park for those who would like to go for a
stroll.

Low tide will be 0.83 metres at 12:09pm. High tide will be 1.75 metres at 5:54pm.

The walking should be easy. Meet at Oyster Point Park at the end Phelan Street, Cleveland. The park has a
covered picnic area and toilet facilities. See link: meeting place. Bring your telescope. As usual, also bring
closed shoes, hat, sunscreen, insect repellent, chair and afternoon tea to share.

Contact Gary Kane on 0412 423 023 to register, and for more details. Participation will be strictly limited to
people with confirmed registrations.

Wader ID Days Reports

Lytton Claypan ID Day — Saturday 10 January 2026

Twenty-one QWSG and BQ members attended this ID Day at the Lytton Claypan restricted area. QWSG
supervisors were Patrick Reed and Nikolas Haass. Gary Kane welcomed everyone under a shady tree at the
boat ramp carpark and gave a brief talk on how to identify shorebirds as well as a safety briefing for the site
visit. We then set off for the claypan.

The weather was fine and there were good numbers of shorebirds. It's difficult to do a proper count while
conducting a training session, but we estimated there were around 200 Eastern Curlew, 500 Bar-tailed Godwit
and 300 Whimbrel. We saw around six Great Knots and one Black-tailed Godwit hiding amongst the Bar-tailed
Godwits. Along the foreshore we had good views of Curlew Sandpiper, Red-necked Stints and Red-capped
Plovers. After the training session, most of the group decided to check out the nearby artificial roost at the Port
of Brisbane. The light was perfect for photos of the Golden Plovers and Sharp Tailed Sandpipers that
astounded everyone with their ability to blend into the samphire there. A good time seemed to be had by all.

Species seen:
Eastern Curlew, Whimbrel, Bar Tailed Godwit, Black-tailed Godwit, Great Knot, Curlew Sandpiper, Red-
necked Stint, Red-capper Plover, Sharp-tailed Sandpiper, Australian Pelican, Caspian Tern, Australian
White Ibis, Greater Egret, Chestnut Teal, White-faced Heron, White-bellied Sea-eagle, Brown Quail,
Welcome Swallow, Mangrove Honeyeater, Mangrove Gerygone, Torresian Crow, Peregrine Falcon,
Australian Pipit, Common Myna, Golden-headed Cisticola, White-breasted Woodswallow

32



https://maps.app.goo.gl/cg8qcuJW3ShqVLEZA
https://maps.app.goo.gl/Qo5nYQFtoSnE2Ny4A

Queensland Wader — Issue 135 March, April, May 2026

A keen group checking out the Port of Brisbane artificial roost after the Lytton Claypan training session. Photo:
Gary Kane.

NEW MEMBERS

We welcome the following new members who have joined recently:
Jess Bull, Sue Dodd, Rowan Eisner, Boyd Essex, Julianne Geldard,
Jess Gorring, Jane Gray, Chloe Jayakody, Summer Keen,
Michael and Michelle Theobold, Elizabeth Williams, Max Wright

A reminder to members, please let the Treasurer know if you change your email address.  If you do, please
make sure that it does allow delivery and not send downloads to spam.
Many thanks too to those who have included a donation with their renewal or membership fee. This is greatly
appreciated as such donations make on-going work possible.

QWSG Activities Report - June to end August

Monthly Counts Port of Brisbane Counts
20" December 21st December
24% January 18 January
21st February 227 February
Committee Meeting
15t January
Meetings

11-12 February — Far Eastern Recovery Working Group - ! QWSG member
26" February - 2026 Q1: Bay Leaders Forum — 1 QWSG member

Other Conservation Activities of Interest

QWSG is a special interest group of the Birds Queensland Inc. whose object is:

“To promote the scientific study and conservation of birds by all means possible, with
particular reference to the birds of Queensland”.

Separate membership is required.

Contacts: President, Andrea Schafer president@birdsqueensland.org.au

Secretary, Judy Neilson secretary@birdsqueensland.org.au

Treasurer, Sue Foley treasurer@birdsqueensland.org.au
Please note that there will be our AGM after this Newsletter goes out so, there might be changes
to positions.
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QWSG CONTACTS

QUEENSLAND WADER
The Official Quarterly Publication of Queensland Wader Study Group
Website www.waders.org.au
Facebook https://www.facebook.com/QueenslandWaderStudyGroup/
MEMBERS of the MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE of the QWSG
CHAIRPERSON: David Edwards (07) 3262 2017 chairperson@waders.org.au
TREASURER Judith Giles 0428 545 801 treasurer@waders.org.au
SECRETARY: Gary Kane 0412 423 023 secretary@waders.org.au
QWSG COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Keyur Bhatti 0475635714 Jon Coleman 0467 785 682

Paul Finn 0480 177 792 Pascale Greener

Peter Harms 0419 753 441 Andy Jensen 0404 348 638

Paul Maxwell 0419 753 441 Melissa Whitby 0488 087 24
COUNT COORDINATOR: Linda Cross 07 5495 2758 Email counts@waders.org.au
LEG FLAG COORDINATOR  Jon Coleman 0467 785 682 Email legflags@waders.org.au
MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY  Andy Jensen Email membership@waders.org.au
NEWSLETTER EDITOR: David Edwards (07) 3262 2017 Email gouldian6@bigpond.com
EDUCATION OFFICER Vacant
SOCIAL MEDIA OFFICER Pascale Greener Email pascale.greener@gmail.com
BQ PRESIDENT Andrea Schafer Email president@birdsqueensland.org.au

Please note that there will be our AGM after this Newsletter goes out so, there might be changes to positions.
CORRESPONDENCE All correspondence to:
The QWSG Secretary,
PO Box 3138,
SOUTH BRISBANE,
QLD 4101.

CHANGE OF PERSONAL DETAILS: Please notify the Membership Secretary as soon as possible of any changes.

SUBSCRIPTIONS Annual subscription rates:

Single: $15:00

Student/Pensioner: $10:00

Family: $25:00

A receipt will be forwarded if required.
Please note our bank is no longer taking cheques.

Forward application to:
Membership Secretary or QWSG Treasurer,

PO Box 3138,

SOUTH BRISBANE,

QLD 4101.
Members are reminded their membership expires on the date shown on the newsletter address label, and the
membership joining/renewal form is now on the back page. Note: that your subscription will fall due twelve (12)
months after date of joining the QWSG or date of renewal, and only one further newsletter will be sent after expiry of
your subscription.

Copy Deadline for the next issue of Queensland Wader is May 14, 2026
Contributions should be addressed to:

David Edwards, the QWSG Editor, 54 Elliott Street, Clayfield, Qld 4011

or E-mail to: gouldian6@bigpond.com

Opinions expressed in Queensland Wader are those of the individual contributors and are not necessarily those of
the Queensland Waders Study Group, Birds Queensland nor Queensland Ornithology Society Inc.

PRINTED BY: PrintCorp Pty Ltd.
admin@printcorp.net.au
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Count Activities — 2026

QWSG High Tide — Monthly Count Program 2026

Sat 21 Mar 2.31m at 10:55 Sat 15 Aug 2.07mat 11:18
Sat 18 Apr 2.23m at 09:50 Sat 12 Sep 217m at 10:13
Sat 16 May 2.10m at 08:38 Sat 10 Oct 2.25m at 09:10
Sat 13 Jun 1.96m at 07:21 Optional count Sat 7 Nov 2.27m at 08:07
Sat 18 Jul 1.96m at 12:30 National Winter Count Sat 12 Dec 2.36m at 11:23

Counters Rockhampton and north — please select a date as close as possible to the count programme Sat day
with suitable tides to enable you to complete your counts.

QWSG Port of Brisbane — Monthly Count Program 2026

Sun 22 Mar 2.15m at 11:33 Meet 10:10
Sun 19 Apr 2.10m at 10:33 Meet 09:10
Sun 17 May  2.02m at 09:29 Meet 08:15
Sun 14 Jun 1.91m at 08:20 Meet 07:15
Sun 19 Jul 1.95m at 13:16 Meet 12:15 National Winter Count
Sun 16 Aug 2.08m at 11:59 Meet 10:40
Sun 13 Sep 2.20m at 10:50 Meet 09:30
Sun 11 Oct 2.30m at 09:46 Meet 08:25
Sun 8 Nov 2.35m at 08:45 Meet 07:25
Sun 13 Dec 2.32m at 11:58 Meet 10:40

Please note meeting times may change at the last minute depending on the number of attendees on the day.

MEMBERSHIP/RENEWAL APPLICATION

A reminder to members: please check to see if your renewal is due and please let the Treasurer know if you
change your contact details.

Details may also be entered and/or updated on the QWSG website:

www.waders.org.au where you may pay your subscription via PayPal

| / We wish to join / renew: (Single: $15; Family: $25; Student/Pensioner: $10)

Title:..... Firstname: ................o SUMAME: ..

AArES S ettt Membership: $...............

.................................................................... Postcode........... Donation: $...............
Payment enclosed: $

Phone: (Home) ..........cooviiiiiinn. (WOrk) «eeeeiiiiiiens (Mobile).......ccovviiiiiann.

e 3T |

How did you hear about QWSG7........eiiiiie e e
Are you a member of Birds Queensland? ...................

What activities do you wish to participate in? (Please circle)

WADER COUNTS, FIELD TRIPS, SCIENTIFIC DATA COLLECTION, SURVEYS, CLERICAL,

SIgNature ..o Date:. i

Please email this form to: membership@waders.org.au

Direct funds transfer to: OR Please post this form to: QWSG Membership Secretary
Qld Wader Study Group PO Box 3138,
BSB: 313 140 (Bank Australia) SOUTH BRISBANE,
Account number: 08305297 QLD 4101.

Please note our bank is no longer taking cheques.
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