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Shorebird Surveys of the South-east Gulf of Carpentaria 
 
The south-east Gulf of Carpentaria contains extensive intertidal flats and estuarine wetlands providing habitat for 
24 species of migratory shorebirds mentioned in the Appendix, 14 of which are classified as threatened under the 
Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cth) EPBC Act.   
 
This vast area of intertidal flats, mangroves, tidal estuaries, creek channels and vast salt pans and salt  
marshes is:  

• internationally important for shorebird aggregations in summer and nationally important for shorebird 
aggregations in winter1, 

• internationally important for 8 shorebird species as shown in the Appendix2, notably Black-tailed Godwit 
(Limosa limosa) for which it is the most important site in both Queensland and Australia, Driessen (2025); 
and  

• nationally important for a further 12 shorebird species as shown in the Appendix2. 
 
On the nomination of the Carpentaria Land Council Aboriginal Corporation (CLCAC), 3 sections of the region 
have been designated as Flyway Network Sites, an informal recognition of international importance under the 
Partnership for the East Asian–Australasian Flyway (EAAF). 
 
Despite its importance as one of Australia's most significant shorebird areas, it has been comprehensively 
surveyed only a few times because of remoteness and inaccessibility.  The last comprehensive surveys 
undertaken by QWSG were in March-April 2013. 
 
Leading ornithologist, Roger Jaensch, in consultation with CLCAC prepared a conservation plan for migratory 
shorebirds using the south-east Gulf of Carpentaria, Jaensch (2022) (the conservation plan).  The conservation 
plan applies to the species listed in the Appendix.  
 
CLCAC, with the participation and support of the Wellesley Island Land Sea Social Economic Development Pty 
Ltd (WILSSED), is delivering a project for the implementation of the conservation plan.  An aim of the project is to 
achieve a comprehensive knowledge of use of the region by migratory shorebirds by, among other things, 
completing a region-wide simultaneous survey of all major migratory shorebird habitats.  To deliver the project, 
QWSG entered a partnership with CLCAC and WILSSED to conduct surveys with CLCAC rangers and staff.  
 
The surveys were originally planned for March-April 2025 but unfortunately were cancelled because of monsoonal 
rain and flooding in the region.  Despite heavy rain and resulting flooding in January and February, the decision 
was made to go ahead with surveys of the mainland sites and the Wellesley Is group.  
 
On arrival at Normanton on Monday 9 March, QWSG’s experienced team, comprising Peter Driscoll, Paul Finn, 
Arthur Keates and Rob Kernot, met Mark Hogno, Land Environment Coordinator, CLCAC, Hayden Tyrell, Ranger 
Coordinator and the rangers in the Normanton Land and Sea Ranger unit who would be taking part in the surveys: 
Paul (head ranger), Jackson, Janetta, Jeffrey, Lawrence, Liana and Myron.  All participants in the surveys were 
flown to Karumba Point by helicopter and soon were checked in to Gee Dee’s holiday units.  
 
Because of the flooding, access to roost sites was only achievable by helicopter.  The general plan for the surveys 
was for 2 QWSG counters and a ranger to be taken by helicopter to, and dropped off at, identified roost sites. 
 
With a view to gaining an insight into the use by the shorebirds of coastal roost sites, a reconnaissance flight 
along the coast was undertaken the first day. Leaving Karumba, the route taken passed over wetlands adjacent 
to the coast reaching the furthest point in the north-east, Pelican Island where a large flock of roosting shorebirds 
was observed.  The return flight followed the coast until reaching the Albert River.  After refuelling at Burketown, 
a direct route back to Karumba Point was taken.  

http://www.waders.org.au/
https://www.facebook.com/QueenslandWaderStudyGroup/
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It was clear that the major flooding in the Gulf region had impacted the shorebirds’ use of roost sites counted in 
previous surveys.  Apart from the large flock at Pelican Island, only a few other large flocks were identified for 
later on-ground counts.  
 
Meanwhile, the other team was dropped off at The Oaks, the closest major roost site to Karumba on the western 
side of the Norman River.  A good range of species was counted, although not in large numbers, apart from Red-
necked Stint (1,563).  The highlight of the day was a brief view of 2 Red-necked Phalarope.  On a follow up count 
of the site later in the week only a small number of shorebirds was counted, Red-necked Stint (750) being the 
most abundant.  
 
Unsurprisingly, no migratory shorebirds were observed when the opportunities were taken to drive along the road 
to Normanton where in dry years one would expect to see hundreds of Little Curlew on the floodplain.  Late one 
afternoon, at the tidal wetland between the refuse station and the cemetery near Karumba Point, good numbers 
of Marsh Sandpiper, Common Greenshank, Sharp-tailed Sandpiper and a flock of over 200 knots of both species 
were observed.  
 
The plan to fly to Burketown and survey sites with Gangalidda Garrawa land and sea rangers based at Burketown 
was thwarted for the first few days because of heavy rain preventing the helicopter to take the teams to the town 
forcing the teams to survey sites closer to Karumba. Two of those sites surveyed were Mark’s Beach (east of the 
Flinders River) and Jim’s Beach (west of Spring Creek).  The most abundant species at both sites was Red-
necked Stint (837 and 1,032 respectively).  The latter site also hosted a good diversity of species, including 
Siberian Sand Plover (760), Greater Sand Plover (960) and Far Eastern Curlew (66).  
 
Friday 13 March lived up to the Western superstition of being an unlucky day with rain preventing a trip to 
Burketown.  One team was dropped off by helicopter at the flooded claypan assigned the inauspicious name 
Camp Misery by QWSG.  Here a large flock of Pied Oystercatcher (307) was found but low numbers of migratory 
shorebirds; the highest count was Red-necked Stint (118).  Trudging through the mud, the intrepid trio made their 
way to Brian’s Beach.  The reward for getting drenched in a heavy downpour was finding a total of just over 4,700 
migratory shorebirds, primarily Siberian Sand Plover (700), Greater Sand Plover (800), Great Knot (2,800) and 
Red-necked Stint (400).  
 
Meanwhile, the second helicopter took the other team to Pelican Island, aptly named with a large pelican rookery 
comprising c 2,000 birds.  Of more significance, a large flock of just over 9,000 migratory shorebirds was counted, 
mostly Great Knot (4,870) with large flocks of Siberian Sand Plover (950), Greater Sand Plover (1,030) and Red-
necked Stint (1,470).  Also, the count of Far Eastern Curlew totalled a prodigious 461, many of which flew north 
shortly after the count started.  The same species were counted on the sandbank near the pelican rookery during 
a follow up count of the site 3 days later although resulting in a low count of Far Eastern Curlew (73) and the 
counts of sand plovers and stints was a little lower than the previous count.  
 

 
Pelican Island 
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Pelican Island 
 
With the rain easing and a fine day forecast for Sunday 15 March, CLCAC obligingly arranged for a helicopter to 
be flown from Cloncurry for a team to be flown to Burketown.  On arrival in Burketown, a Gangalidda Garrawa 
ranger took the seat of the Normanton ranger for the flight to coastal sites.  Between Pandanus Creek to the west 
and the Albert River to the east, distant views of just over 4,000 shorebirds were obtained, including an estimated 
2,000 Red-necked Stint and c 600 Sharp-tailed Sandpiper.  
 
The other team conducted counts of sites at Gore Point and a site 3 km along the beach to the west (Leichhardt 
East).  All the birds at Gore Point were forced off the sandbank with the incoming tide and were observed flying 
to the other site at the western end of the beach.  Here a flock of over 7,700 shorebirds congregated, mostly 
Siberian Sand Plover (1,913) Greater Sand Plover (2,337), Great Knot (1,653) and Red-necked Stint (1,400).  
Over 300 Broad-billed Sandpiper were picked out among the tight flock.  At the Leichhardt East site, Red-necked 
Stint (1,964) was the most abundant species in the total flock of 3,096 accompanied by both species of sand 
plovers (c 600), Great Knot (266) and Sanderling (87).  
 

 
Gore Point, West Beach 
 
Tuesday 17 March was the last day with all members of the teams taking part.  Having surveyed all the identified 
roost sites, some twice, and with the peak of the high tides late in the afternoon, a survey was conducted on the 
incoming tide at Camp Misery and Brian’s Beach.  All QWSG members took part with rangers Lawrence and 
Jackson.  As the tide pushed the birds closer in, good views were obtained of both species of knots and sand 
plovers along with Red-necked Stint and a small flock of Black-tailed Godwit.  Interestingly, the count of Red Knot 
was higher than Great Knot and the most encountered at any site.  At Brian’s Beach, the only observation during 
all surveys was made of Grey-tailed Tattler (2).   
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On Wednesday 18 March, Peter and Arthur took what turned out to be their last excursion.  The idea was to fly 
south-west of Karumba to Catherine Creek and Buffalo Lake to see if either of the sites hosted shorebirds, 
particularly Black-tailed Godwit for which the Gulf region is internationally important and Marsh Sandpiper but only 
small numbers had been observed of those species at the coastal sites.  At Buffalo Lake a flock of c 150 Marsh 
Sandpiper was observed but no Black-tailed Godwit were located.  
 
Having decided to head to Gore Point, a very large flock of birds was observed on a flooded claypan.  Alighting 
the helicopter on the inland side of the claypan, tenacity was required to find a way through thick patches of rubber 
vine to reach the flooded claypan.  The struggle was worth the effort to see thousands of birds engaged in a 
feeding frenzy.  After an hour clicking the hand-held counters, a tally of almost 9,000 migratory shorebirds was 
reached.  More than half of the birds counted were Sharp-tailed Sandpiper (5,950) accompanied by Red-necked 
Stint (1,950), Curlew Sandpiper (420) and Broad-billed Sandpiper (373).  A flock of c 750 graceful White-winged 
Tern, some with remnant breeding plumage, buoyantly passed low over the feeding shorebirds.  
 

 
 
Unfortunately, the threat posed by tropical cyclone Narelle resulted in the cancellation of the surveys on 
Mornington Island.  
 
Bird species observed during the surveys were:  

¶ migratory shorebirds: Grey Plover, Siberian Sand Plover, Greater Sand Plover, Black-tailed Godwit, 
Bar-tailed Godwit, Eurasian Whimbrel, Far Eastern Curlew, Marsh Sandpiper, Common Greenshank, 
Grey-tailed Tattler, Terek Sandpiper, Ruddy Turnstone, Great Knot, Red Knot, Sanderling, Red-necked 
Stint, Sharp-tailed, Curlew and Broad-billed Sandpipers and Red-necked Phalarope. The only species 
listed in the Appendix not observed during the counts were Pacific Golden Plover, Oriental Plover, Asian 
Dowitcher, Little Curlew and Common Sandpiper (although the latter species was observed on the beach 
near the airport at Karumba on 2 occasions by QWSG team members.  

¶ resident shorebirds: Beach Stone-curlew, Pied Oystercatcher, Pied Stilt, Masked Lapwing and Red-
capped Plover.  

¶ terns: Australian, Caspian, Greater Crested, Lesser Crested, Little and White-winged Terns.  

¶ waterbirds: Raja Shelduck, Australian White Ibis, Royal Spoonbill, Black Bittern, Nankeen Night Heron, 
Striated Heron, Great Egret, Pied Heron, Little Egret, Australian Pelican and Pied Cormorant.  

¶ raptors: Eastern Osprey, Black, Whistling and Brahminy Kites, White-bellied Sea-eagle and Peregrine 
Falcon.  

 
Only 2 leg-flagged birds were observed: a Greater Sand Plover banded in Mongolia (blue/green flags) and a Great 
Knot banded at Kamchatka, Russia (black/yellow flags).  
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QWSG thanks CLCAC staff and rangers for making the arrangements for the conduct of the surveys producing 
important data on the use of the Gulf region by migratory shorebirds. QWSG looks forward to continuing its 
partnership with CLCAC for the further implementation of the conservation plan.  
 
Chairperson and Editor’s Note: I wish to thank, on behalf of the whole QWSG membership, Peter Driscoll, Paul 
Finn, Arthur Keates and Rob Kernot, for their skill and dedication to this project through difficult conditions. 
 

Notes:  
1. A site qualifies to be internationally important if it supports 20,000 waterbirds and nationally important if it 
 supports 2,000 migratory shorebirds or 15 migratory shorebird species.  
2. For a site to be internationally important for a species it has to support 1% of the EAAF population and to be 
 nationally important it has to support 0.1% of the EAAF population of migratory shorebird species  
3. The names of sites mentioned in this report are those assigned by QWSG. Brian’s Beach, Mark’s Beach and 
 Jim’s Beach recognise shorebird researchers Brian Venables, Mark Barter and Jim Wilson.  
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Appendix - Species of migratory shorebird using the south-east Gulf of Carpentaria and the international and  

national seasonal importance of the region  
Species in red font are classified as threatened under the EPBC Act  
 

Species  International  National 
Pacific Golden Plover Pluvialis fulva   

Grey Plover Pluvialis squatarola   Summer 

Siberian Sand Plover Charadrius mongolus  Summer  Summer 

Greater Sand Plover Charadrius leschenaultii  Summer  Summer and winter 

Oriental Plover Charadrius veredus   

Asian Dowitcher Limnodromus semipalmata   

Black-tailed Godwit Limosa limosa  Summer and winter  Summer and winter 

Bar-tailed Godwit Limosa lapponia   Summer 

Little Curlew Numenius minutus  Summer  Summer 

Eurasian Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus   Summer and winter 

Far Eastern Curlew Numenius madagascariensis Summer and winter  Summer and winter 

Marsh Sandpiper Tringa stagnatilis   Summer and winter 

Common Greenshank Tringa nebularia   Summer and winter 

Grey-tailed Tattler Tringa brevipes   Summer 

Terek Sandpiper Xenus cinereus   Summer 

Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos   

Ruddy Turnstone Arenaria interpres   

Great Knot Calidris tenuirostris  Summer and winter  Summer and winter 

Red Knot Calidris canutus  Summer and winter  Summer and winter 

Sanderling Calidris alba   Summer and winter 

Red-necked Stint Calidris ruficollis  Summer  Summer and winter 

Sharp-tailed Sandpiper Calidris acuminata   Summer and winter 

Curlew Sandpiper Calidris ferruginea   Summer and winter 

Broad-billed Sandpiper Limicola falcinellus   Summe 
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Port of Brisbane Count Results 2025 
 
QWSG has conducted 23 years of extensive counting for the Port of Brisbane Pty Ltd (PBPL) at the Port of 
Brisbane complex.  As with previous years, the counts were conducted the day after the scheduled monthly count 
set for the QWSG count programme. 
 
The methodology for the counts has continued, as before, with numbers being listed under the appropriate habitat 
the birds were observed using dry open area, wet margin, broken ground and bund wall.   
 
The overall count for the complex in 2025 was 51,227 waders, 5,142 terns/gulls and 3,933 waterbirds/raptors 
which do not include the figures for the Visitors Centre Lake (50 waders, 3 terms/gulls and 4,874 
waterbirds/raptors).   
 
However, these figures of course are not the number of birds using the site at any one time, but the aggregate of 
the monthly totals.  Only 10 scheduled counts took place due to inclement weather in April and unsuitable tides 
in June. 
 
The following table provides the total migratory and resident waders recorded at the complex over the last 23 
years.  Note: These figures do not include the Visitors Centre Lake. 

 
NC = No Count 
 
The table below shows wader species and numbers at the complex during 2025 (except for the Visitors Centre 
Lake), has been included in this newsletter.  Many other waterbirds were also recorded using the sites but lack 
of space in the newsletter does not allow their inclusion. 
  

  Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 
 
Totals 

2025 5392 11368 6286 NC 2142 NC 1170 2421 3160 4477 6051 8760 51227 

2024 NC 
9936 
9183 8494 NC 2252 1998 1984 2683 5192 4461 8934 10836 65953 

2023 
9564 
11891 7965 7209 3420 1646 1820 1410 1989 3247 5812 9173 6134 71280 

2022 7017 4069 6966 4274 1730 2228 1860 1372 2483 8235 5601 9096 54931 

2021 6931 4628 8836 1421 2729 NC 2863 
No 
count 3494 10149 11123 8001 60175 

2020 6082 4133 763 NC NC 1021 908 783 4447 4222 6664 9061 38084  

2019 8137 5641 5357 4108 1814 1458 NC 1358 
2099 
4908 5577 7599 9029 57085 

2018 9969 4727 5899 4670 1825 864 1145 1110 4551 NC 8867 7626 51253 

2017 8825 12479 7291 2000 2373 1392 2003 2179 4459 NC 8187 10697 61885 

2016 5913 6386 6528 2793 4103 NC 1532 1356 4581 7544 8287 4911 53934 

2015 9132 9233 14299 5618 3380 1737 2089 3352 7460 9994 9653 9953 85900 

2014 8701 7673 6520 4809 1075 1022 1513 1839 7007 8145 7329 5567 61200 

2013 NC 5897 7377 4312 4553 3989 2709 2934 4089 7793 7331 6506 57490 

2012 6214 6676 6476 1335 1624 NC 1098 1267 2862 9461 10029 8389  55431 

2011 NC 10173 NC 8108 2112 1552 1236 1488 2004 5430 8738 NC  40841 

2010 7345 7099 6709 2864 1256 2145 1648 2568 5205 6942 5904 NC 49685 

2009 10072  13243  7192  2293 NC  1200  1245 2439 4372 6478 6182  8003  62719 

2008 5179 8935 4394 4204 2202 2793 2700 2724 5468 4069 6617 8286 57571 

2007 8853 5264 8307 1120 1989 1543 1752 1629 3885 7609 6165 5664 53780 

2006 12323 10573 7055 4230 2142 1969 2250 2635 5296 8051 8995 7514 73033 

2005 4751 5609 3572 3317 2162 3034 2436 2096 3790 6173 6745 7731 51416 

2004 11650 4528 7398 1607 2416 1617 1328 2410 2974 6026 5976 8194 56124 

2003 7445 6922 6126 4021 2286 2107 2041 1720 4466 4118 8054 7996 57302 
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2025 
Month 

 
Port 
Waders 

Port 
Terns/ 
Gulls 

Port 
Waterbirds/
Raptors 

Lake 
Waders 

Lake 
Terns/ 
Gulls 

Lake 
Waterbirds/ 
Raptors Totals 

January 5392 659 288 - - 225 6564 

February  11368 1252 328 21 - 304 13273 

March 6286 725 556 2 - 334 7903 

April No Count No Count No Count No Count No Count No Count No Count 

May 2142 217 650 - - 359 3368 

June No Count No Count No Count No Count No Count No Count No Count 

July 1170 164 657 - - 703 2694 

August 2421 154 381 - - 763 3719 

September  3160 134 208 - - 772 4274 

October 4477 255 266 22 - 659 5679 

November 6051 412 363 - 3 207 7036 

December 8760 1170 236 5 - 548 10719 

Totals 51227 5142 3933 50 3 4874 65229 

 
 
R3 – This is the second most productive site for waders within the complex and the most productive pond within 
the reclamation area recording both the highest and second highest count 3 times each during the year.  The 
highest wader count, which was also the highest count for the year, was in February with 3,686 recorded and 
being 32% of the total wader count.   
 
The site supports a large variety of waders with interesting counts for: 
Pied Oystercatcher: 140 in January, 124 in February, 130 in March and 152 in December;  
Pied Stilt: 169 in May and 186 in August;  
Curlew Sandpiper: 1,370 in February, 236 in August and 312 in December;  
Ruddy Turnstone: 19 in February, 22 in March, 16 in November and 19 in December;  
Red-necked Stint: 1,490 in February, 584 in August, 248 in October, 355 in November and 965 in December. 
Grey Plover was recorded 6 months of the year with 8 in January increasing to 12 in February before dropping 
to 9 in March then 2 in September and 7 in both November and December.   
 
Other counts of interest include 15 Red-necked Avocet, 265 Siberian Sand Plover, 12 Greater Sand Plover and 
249 Sharp-tailed Sandpiper in February, 40 Red-capped Plover and 10 Red Knot in March, 35 Red Knot in May 
and 56 Red-capped Plover in August.  Double-banded Plover was only recorded twice in the entire year, and both 
counts came from this site with 3 in May and 23 in August along with just one record for Broad-billed Sandpiper 
with 12 in March.  More uncommon records within the reclamation area include 1 Marsh Sandpiper in January 
before increasing to 6 in February, 1 Black-tailed Godwit in November and 56 Far Eastern Curlew in December.  
This was the most productive site within the Port complex for terns and gulls which continue to favour this pond 
with the highest counts for 6 months of the year. 
 
C3 – In 2024, this site produced the highest number of waders for that year.  However, in 2025 the site was 
predominantly dry during most of the surveys and not attracting many waders.  The highest count for the year 
was 441 in February which included 87 Red-capped Plover and 350 Red-necked Stint.  Terns/gulls/waterbirds 
numbers were negligible. 
 
C4 – With the exception of PLDE (Lucinda Drive drain east) this site once again recorded the lowest wader 
numbers within the complex for 2025.  The highest wader count was 40 in December and the combined total 
count of waders being just 122 for the entire year.  Very low numbers for terns/gulls/waterbirds and raptors were 
recorded using the pond. 
 
C5 – A new pond excised from the Outer FPE at the beginning of the year but not given its separate site code 
until March.  More than 500 waders were recorded for 3 months of the year with October and December recording 
the highest counts.  The October count was 1,266, including 43 Eurasian Whimbrel (which are most uncommon 
within the reclamation area) and 747 Grey-tailed Tattler.  The December count of 1,451 waders was predominantly 
made up of 136 Pacific Golden Plover and 1,157 Grey-tailed Tattler.  Grey-tailed Tattler favoured the rock wall 
section of the Outer FPE prior to the creation of C5 and was recorded using this new pond 6 months of the year.  
Apart from the Grey-tailed Tattler counts already mentioned, other high counts include 671 in March, 505 in 
September and 541 in November.  Other interesting counts include 13 Terek Sandpiper and 27 Ruddy Turnstone 
in March, 3 Grey Plover and 7 Terek Sandpiper in September, 22 Ruddy Turnstone in November and 16 Terek 
Sandpiper and 23 Ruddy Turnstone in December.  The pond has also attracted a few species of 
terns/gulls/waterbirds. 
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BS3 – Although wader numbers for the year were 1.5% more than the previous year, most months the counts 
only produced a few hundred birds.  The only significant count was in March with 1,816 waders and was also the 
second highest count throughout the complex.  Pacific Golden Plover was recorded on site 8 months of the year 
with high counts of 360 in January, 214 in February, 280 in March, 247 in September and 141 in October.  The 
only other interesting high counts were 1,035 Siberian Sand Plover, 103 Greater Sand Plover (which was also 
the highest count for both these species for the year),151 Red-capped Plover in March, 282 Curlew Sandpiper in 
September and 158 Siberian Sand Plover in November.  Terns/gulls/waterbirds counts were negligible.  
 
BS4 – The site struggled to attract any significant wader numbers with counts in the low hundreds until December 
when the highest count in the complex of 2,560 was recorded, which included 127 Siberian Sand Plover, 1,643 
Curlew Sandpiper (also the highest count for the species in 2025) 613 Red-necked Stint and 162 Sharp-tailed 
Sandpiper.  Other interesting counts include 172 Pied Stilt and 4 Red-necked Avocet in July, 398 Curlew 
Sandpiper in September, 42 Red-capped Plover and 95 Far Eastern Curlew (a high number within the reclamation 
site) in October and 1 Grey Plover in December.  A few species of terns/gulls/waterbirds were recorded on site 
but in low numbers (except for Chestnut Teal). 
 
FPE Outer – Reduced slightly in size with the excising of the new C5 pond early in the year, this predominantly 
water site located at the front of Moreton Bay had a couple high wader counts of 849 in January and 2,321 in 
February before numbers fell dramatically, almost certainly due to the Grey-tailed Tattler now being recorded in 
C5.  The January count included 847 Grey-tailed Tattler, and the February count included 583 Pacific Golden 
Plover, 304 Siberian Sand Plover, 33 Terek Sandpiper, 1,124 Grey-tailed Tattler and 50 Ruddy Turnstone.  The 
next high count was in December with 531 Pacific Golden Plover, 262 Siberian Sand Plover and 143 Grey-tailed 
Tattler making up part of the count.  Pied Oystercatcher was recorded 7 months of the year but in low numbers 
and Sooty Oystercatcher was only recorded at this site during the year with 2 in March, 1 in November and 3 in 
December (including 1 juvenile).  The only other counts of interest were 225 Siberian Sand Plover in March, 28 
Far Eastern Curlew in September and 246 Great Knot in September.  The site recorded the highest counts for 
terns/gulls twice and the second highest count 4 times during the year. 
 
PLDE (Lucinda Drive drain east) – Unsuitable for waders, this drainage section was difficult to access at times 
during 2025, and it was not until the last 4 months of the year that any wader species were recorded.  For the 
entire 4 months only 14 birds were recorded, including 3 Masked Lapwing and surprisingly 1 Red-capped Plover, 
1 Sharp-tailed Sandpiper and 1 Red-necked Stint.  Several species of waterbirds/raptors (totalling 38) were also 
recorded during the year but mostly in single digits.  
 
PBAR (Artificial Roost) – For most months, very few waders used this roost except for September when it recorded 
the highest wader count (884) throughout the whole complex, which included 74 Pied Stilt, 478 Bar-tailed Godwit, 
12 Black-tailed Godwit, 156 Red Knot and 122 Sharp-tailed Sandpiper.  The only other high wader count occurred 
in December with (1,037) waders, including 110 Pied Stilt, 483 Bar-tailed Godwit and 176 Sharp-tailed Sandpiper.  
As in 2024, the site recorded the second highest waterbirds/raptors count for 6 months of the year. 
 
FICP (Claypan) – There was an increase in wader numbers on the previous year, and the site continued to record 
a variety of species.  However, most counts were in the low hundreds except for 3 months of the year (February, 
March and November) with the latter being the second highest count (1,468) within the complex for that month.  
Higher counts for some species include 214 Red-necked Stint in January, 405 Red-necked Stint in February, 136 
Far Eastern Curlew, 117 Pied Stilt and 151 Sharp-tailed Sandpiper in March, 172 Pied Stilt in May, 187 Far 
Eastern Curlew in August, 323 Curlew Sandpiper, 170 Far Eastern Curlew, 279 Red-necked Stint and 372 Sharp-
tailed Sandpiper in November.  Other interesting counts were 7 Black-tailed Godwit in March and 8 Red Knot in 
November.  Terns/gulls/waterbird numbers were in much lower numbers. 
 
LYN1 (Lytton Claypan No 1) – This large claypan is now the most productive site within the Port complex recording 
the highest count for 5 months and the second highest count for 3 months of the year.  In total, 17 wader species 
were recorded during the year with some species using the site most months.  Pied Stilt was recorded 9 months 
with high counts of 121 in March, 238 in May, 236 in July, 243 in August and 165 in November.  Eurasian Whimbrel 
was recorded 8 months with 97 in January, 90 in February, 127 in March, 89 in October and 224 in December.  
Far Eastern Curlew was recorded 9 months with 161 in January, 289 in February, 395 in October and 192 in 
November.  This is the favoured site for Bar-tailed Godwit and recorded 9 months with 1,778 in January, 2,684 in 
February, 1,285 in March, 1,242 in October, 1,153 in November and 552 in December.  The less common Black-
tailed Godwit was recorded 4 months of the year (in low numbers) with the highest counts of 42 in October and 
51 in December.  Other counts of interest include 2 Red-necked Avocet and 133 Great Knot in January, 296 
Sharp-tailed Sandpiper in February, 272 Red-necked Stint in March, 6 Black-fronted Dotterel in May, 77 Red Knot 
in October and 8 Marsh Sandpiper in November.  The Port is actively rehabilitating the area which has included 
fencing the site, fox control and planting screening vegetation.  
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FIVC (Visitors Centre Lake) – Waders were recorded during 4 surveys but in low numbers.  Pied Stilt numbers 
were 21 in February, 19 in October and 5 in December. In March, 2 Masked Lapwing were recorded, while October 
count produced 2 Black-fronted Dotterel and 1 Sharp-tailed Sandpiper.  The site produced the highest 
waterbirds/raptors count for every month of the year, although half of the counts were below 500 and the highest 
count was 772 in September.  No breeding records were recorded for the year.  High counts for species and other 
interesting sightings for this site appear further down in this article.   
 
The Railway Loop Pond is an ephemeral area that is often dry and normally lacking wader species and a site 
we don’t usually record in the report.  However, during the March count 1 Comb-crested Jacana was recorded at 
the site and was the first record for this species at the Port complex. 
 

Leg flag sightings:  Just 1 record (1 less than last year) for engraved green leg flag (flagged Moreton Bay) 

during the surveys in 2025 seen on a Pied Stilt (ELF unable to be read) in the Artificial Roost in October.   
 
Again, just 1 record for other leg-flagged and banded birds seen within the complex during the 2025 counts as 
follows: 

December Black flag over white flag with ‘LK’ on white flag on Black-tailed Godwit (flagged on 28 
  April 2025 as an adult at Chongming Island, China). 

 

Breeding records: 
Sooty Oystercatcher: 1 juvenile in the Outer FPE in December 
Pied Stilt: 1 juvenile in the Artificial Roost in February. 4 chicks and 2 birds nesting in the Artificial Roost in 
 October. 3 young juvenile, 1 younger juvenile and 1 bird nesting in the Artificial Roost in November. 
 1 juvenile and 1 younger juvenile at the Artificial Roost in December 
Masked Lapwing: Pair possibly nesting in Lucinda Drive Drain area in September 
Red-capped Plover: 2 chicks in R3 in September. Behaviour of a pair indicating nesting in Lytton Claypan No 1 
 in December.  
 

Some other interesting sightings (not waders) during the counts were: 

January: 139 Greater Crested Tern, 281 Little Tern, 190 Silver Gull and 54 Black Swan in R3 – 23 Black Swan 
 in C3  
February: 631 Little Tern, 350 Silver Gull and 113 Chestnut Teal in R3 – 113 Little Tern in the Outer FPE – 
 1 Nankeen Night Heron in the Lake 
March: 231 Little Tern, 206 Silver Gull and 98 Black Swan in R3 – 119 Chestnut Teal in the Claypan – 114 
 Dusky Moorhen in the Lake  
May: 50 Black Swan and 2 Australian Grebe (very unusual within the reclamation area) in R3 – 87 Royal 
 Spoonbill in the Artificial Roost – 68 Chestnut Teal in the Claypan – 60 Australian White Ibis and 91 
 Chestnut Teal in Lytton Claypan No 1  
July: 231 Little Black Cormorant in C5 – 1 Black-shouldered Kite and 162 Chestnut Teal in BS4 – 1 Australian 
 Hobby, 74 Chestnut Teal and 2 Australian Grebe in Lytton Claypan No 1 – 22 Australasian Grebe, 56 
 Australian Pelican, 128 Dusky Moorhen and 142 Eurasian Coot in the Lake 
August: 113 Chestnut Teal, 4 Grey Teal, 1 Spotted Harrier (juvenile) and 1 Pacific Reef Heron in R3 – 26 
 Australian White Ibis in C5 – 40 Chestnut Teal in B4 – 56 Australian White Ibis, 109 Dusky Moorhen, 
 145 Eurasian Coot, 10 Great Egret, 1 Pink-eared Duck, 79 Royal Spoonbill, 1 Swamp Harrier and 28 
 Straw-necked Ibis in the Lake 
September: 2 Pacific Reef Heron in the Outer FPE – 1 Collared Sparrowhawk in the Claypan – 88 Australian 
 Tern and 3 Whiskered Tern in Lytton Claypan No 2 – 80 Australian White Ibis, 1 Brown Goshawk, 108 
 Chestnut Teal, 106 Dusky Moorhen, 118 Royal Spoonbill and 2 Striated Heron in the Lake 
October : 147 Little Tern in C5 – 85 Chestnut Teal on B4 – 1 Buff-banded Rail in the Artificial Roost – 31 
 Australian Tern and 4 Whiskered Tern in Lytton Claypan No 1 – 42 Australian Pelican, 96 Chestnut 
 Teal, 184 Dusky Moorhen and 67 Royal Spoonbill in the Lake 
November: 209 Little Tern, 110 Silver Gull and 1 Spotted Harrier in R3 – 1 Nankeen Kestrel in Lytton Claypan 
 No 1 
December: 443 Little Tern and 355 Silver Gull in R3 – 204 Little Tern and 43 Australian White Ibis in C4 – 2 
 Pacific Reef Heron in the Outer FPE – 1 Brown Goshawk in Lytton Claypan No 1 – 60 Australian White 
 Ibis, 94 Hardhead and 84 Magpie Goose in the Lake. 
 
QWSG would like to sincerely thank the PBPL for their ongoing support to the group and supplying their staff and 
vehicles during the counts.  Michael Linde, Environment Manager, Michael Whitty, Environment Advisor, and 
Jaimie Roberts, Environment Advisor, shared the role in looking after our welfare and needs during the counts. 
 
We must also sincerely thank the following committed regular counters and other members for helping us obtain 
the results for the PBPL and QWSG database in 2025.   
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Without people like these this would not have been possible: 

Keyur Bhatti, Rae Clark, Ken Cowell, Linda Cross, Phil Cross, Detlef Davies, Leonie Davies, Peter Davies, 
Lindsay Delzoppo, David Edwards, Nikolas Haass, Ann Hewson, Chervil Ho, Ofalia Ho, Gary Kane, Arthur 
Keates, Sheryl Keates, Yee Lai, Penn Lloyd, Keegan Miskimmin, Leander Mitchell, Eva Plaganyi-Lloyd, 
Richard Ravell, Patrick Reed, Genevieve Starkey, Mark Tarnawski, Floss Wainwright and Melissa Whitby. 

My apologies if I have omitted anyone from the list: 
 
The contract with PBPL continues throughout 2026, and we will conduct monitoring shorebirds within the complex 
with the same methodology and intensity.  Although we have recruited a few new younger members to help spread 
the workload, we welcome all QWSG and BQ members to join us (particularly during the spring and summer 
months).  As the PBPL insurance only covers their employees you will need to be either a QWSG or BQ member 
to attend these counts, so their liability insurance will cover you.  Please also note that these counts are not 
recreational outings, but we are always looking for committed counters to join our team.  The dates and meeting 
times for the counts are listed at the back of this newsletter.  If you would like to participate, please contact me 
below. 
 
Linda Cross email:   xenus69@bigpond.com         Home:  5495 2758    Mobile:  0490 080 340  
 
Species numbers from the Port are on the next page. 
 
 
 

Vacancies within QWSG 
 

We are still looking for someone to lead a group who will promote education for the Queensland 
Wader Study Group. 
 
Linda Cross is still running the Count program with help from Sally and Toni, but she is looking 
for someone to assist and then take over her role. 
 
At the end of this year, we will be requiring a new Treasurer as Judith Giles will be standing 
down.  So, if you or someone you know would like to see what is involved with this position 
please contact us. 
 
Also, we will be needing a new Secretary to assist the Chairperson with the running of the 
group.  Once again please let us know if you are interested so that you can be ready by the 
end of the year 
 
 

A fill-in Picture from the Gulf Survey by Arthur Keates 
 

 
Camp Misery Mixed Flock - Siberian and Greater Sand Plover, Red-necked Stint, Sanderling,  

      Red and Great Knot, Curlew Sandpiper 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Species list as per V15.1 IOC checklist.  Note there are several changes in taxonomic order, family names and a common name change for Lesser Sand Plover 
 – now Siberian Sand Plover.  

 19.01.25 16.02.25 16.03.25 April 11.05.25 June 13.07.25 17.08.25 28.09.25 26.10.25 23.11.25 21.12.25 

Species     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

No 
count 
due 
to 

heavy 
rain 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

No 
count 
due to 

unsuitable 
tides 

      

Pied Oystercatcher 143 173 187 7 39 34 42 47 48 171 

Sooty Oystercatcher - - 2 - - - - - 1 3 

Pied Stilt 186 194 337 624 675 601 74 113 281 181 

Red-necked Avocet 17 - - - 4 - - - 1 2 

Grey Plover 8 12 9 - - - 7 - 7 10 

Pacific Golden Plover 361 813 297 12 - 26 250 208 139 698 

Black-fronted Dotterel - 2 - 8 4 8 - 2 - - 

Masked Lapwing 7 11 12 11 3 6 4 6 10 16 

Siberian Sand Plover 77 628 1307 62 1 - 3 32 333 408 

Greater Sand Plover - 26 124 - - - - - - 7 

Double-banded Plover - - - 3 - 23 - - - - 

Red-capped Plover 13 161 206 74 43 94 27 65 58 50 

Eurasian Whimbrel 142 94 172 19 1 3 24 132 273 35 

Far Eastern Curlew 265 342 139 77 43 228 29 492 377 293 

Bar-tailed Godwit 2328 2957 1315 552 355 468 569 1601 1544 1348 

Black-tailed Godwit 3 10 7 - - - 12 42 52 3 

Terek Sandpiper - 33 13 - - - 7 - 2 20 

Grey-tailed Tattler 847 1214 673 157 - - 505 747 616 1310 

Wandering Tattler - - - - - - - - - - 

Marsh Sandpiper 2 6 1 - - - - 1 8 - 

Common Greenshank 6 3 5 1 1 - 2 2 3 2 

Ruddy Turnstone 14 69 66 12 - - 20 11 38 54 

Great Knot 293 152 105 49 - 80 258 16 203 74 

Red Knot 14 2 17 35 - - 164 78 9 1 

Broad-billed Sandpiper - - 12 - - - - - - - 

Sharp-tailed Sandpiper 149 702 363 5 - 11 135 201 506 375 

Curlew Sandpiper 162 1532 188 71 - 237 742 96 625 2065 

Red-necked Stint 355 2253 729 363 1 602 286 527 917 1639 

Unidentified wader - - - - - - - 80 - - 

Total Wader Species 21 23 24  19  12 14 20 20 23 23 

Total Wader 
Numbers 

5392 11389 6286  2142  1170 2421 3160 4499 6051 8765 



 

Developer Walks Away from Toondah 
By Robert Bush 
 
QWSG members will recall that in April 2024 the then Commonwealth Environment Minister, Tanya Plibersek, 
announced her intention to disallow a retail and residential development over Ramsar-listed wetlands at Toondah 
Harbour. Before the Minister could make that decision binding under the EPBC Act, the developer, the Walker 
Group, withdrew its Environmental Impact Statement (EIS), effectively halting the formal decision-making process. 
The 10-year campaign to save the Ramsar site had cut through. Moreton Bay’s internationally recognised 
wetlands were saved from destruction—at least for now. 
 
While the Walker Group’s EIS withdrawal stopped the development in its tracks, it also left the door open for a 
future proposal. At a later stage, the company could choose to lodge a revised EIS. 
 
Two years later, on 24 April 2026, Redland City Council announced that the Walker Group had decided, for 
commercial reasons, to withdraw from its arrangements with Council to continue pursuing the development. 
Council’s website stated: “Redland City Council acknowledges the decision of the Walker Group to withdraw from 
the proposed Toondah Harbour development in Cleveland.” 
 
Redland City Mayor Jos Mitchell said Council would now work with the State Government to determine a way 
forward to modernise the Cleveland ferry terminal to Minjerribah (Stradbroke Island). The ferry terminal—and the 
immediate waters and channel—are not part of the Ramsar site and provide a vital social and economic lifeline 
to Minjerribah that is long overdue for renewal. 
 
One key issue remains. Despite the developer’s withdrawal, the Queensland State Government has not revoked 
the declaration of a Priority Development Area (PDA) over Ramsar wetlands at Toondah. Until that declaration is 
removed, the long-term integrity of the Ramsar site is not fully secured. 
 
[Many thanks to Chris Walker from Redlands 2030 for his continued monitoring of Redland City Council 
regarding Toondah.] 
 
Editor’s Note: Robert was one of the driving forces in the campaign against the Toondah development 
 
 

Council to Assess Next Steps for Toondah Harbour Precinct 
24 April 2026 Redlands Coast Today – News from Redlands City Council 
 
Redland City Council acknowledges the decision by Walker Group to withdraw from the proposed Toondah 
Harbour development in Cleveland. 
Mayor Jos Mitchell said while this outcome was not what Council had initially anticipated, the organisation 
respected the commercial considerations of the decision. 
 

 
 
“Council recognises the community’s interest in this major project and will continue working with the Queensland 
Government, as the majority landowner within the precinct, to consider next steps for this crucial maritime link 
between the mainland and North Stradbroke Island (Minjerribah),” the Mayor said.  “This includes working to 
ensure that any future development of the site delivers positive outcomes for the city.” 
  

https://www.redlandscoasttoday.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/Toondah-Harbour_005.jpg
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“Walker Group was selected as the development partner for Toondah Harbour following an extensive expression 
of interest process and entered into a Development Agreement with Council and the Queensland Government in 
2015.  On behalf of Council, I would like to thank the Walker Group team for their significant time and investment 
in our community.” 
 
The Mayor said Toondah Harbour, as the gateway to the world’s second largest sand island, was long overdue 
for an upgrade. 
“In such a complex precinct with multiple landowners, including Council, the Queensland Government and private 
property owners, plus significant environmental considerations, we look forward to working collaboratively with all 
stakeholders for a solution to providing a rejuvenated marine facility that meets our growing city’s needs,” the 
Mayor said. 
 
Redland Investment Corporation CEO Cameron McColl also thanked Walker Group for their support over the 
years and continued effort to deliver a revitalised precinct for the Redlands Coast community. 
 
“We recognise their significant contribution to major infrastructure projects across Queensland and wish them well 
in all their future endeavours,” he said. 
 
 

AIôs breakdown of the latest Toondah Harbour news 
 
The controversial $1.4 billion Toondah Harbour redevelopment in Cleveland is officially off. Developer Walker 
Corporation officially withdrew its application after a 12-year planning saga, effectively scrapping the project.  
 

Latest Updates 
¶ Project Cancelled: Walker Corporation formally withdrew its application and walked away from the site 

following intense environmental hurdles and federal pushback. 

¶ Environmental Rejection: The decision was sparked after federal Environment Minister Tanya Plibersek 
proposed to refuse the project, citing the severe, unacceptable impacts the 3,600-apartment and retail 
proposal would have had on protected Ramsar wetlands and migratory species. 

¶ Next Steps:  The Redland City Council formally acknowledged the withdrawal and is shifting focus to 
working alongside the Queensland Government (the majority landowner) to map out alternative, smaller-
scale options for upgrading the maritime facilities and addressing parking issues. 

  
Follow the latest updates and administrative announcements via the Redland City Council Toondah Harbour 
PDA page or review the developer's formal statement on the Walker Corporation portal. 
 
 

Coochin Creek Proposed Development 
From The Wildlife Preservation Society of Queensland (Wildlife Queensland) 
 
A major new tourist development has been proposed for Coochin Creek, on the edge of the Ramsar-listed Moreton 
Bay Marine Park — one of Queensland’s most sensitive and significant wetland ecosystems. 
 
Despite strong local and scientific concerns, the Queensland Deputy Premier and Minister for State Development, 
Infrastructure and Planning, the Hon. Jarrod Bleijie, has “called in” the development application, taking the final 
decision out of local hands. 
 
There is no right of appeal on a ministerial call-in decision.  
 
Whatôs proposed? 
The developer has submitted an expanded plan for a large-scale tourist park, doubling the approved visitor 
capacity from 300 to 600 people. 
The proposal includes: 

75 cabins and 75 campsites 
A 1,000 m² recreation building, waterslide, and firepits 
Access through a high bushfire-risk pine plantation 

 
This is not a low-impact, nature-based proposal. It threatens the integrity of the Northern Inter-Urban Break (NIUB) 
— the vital green buffer separating Brisbane and the Sunshine Coast — and risks serious harm to surrounding 
ecosystems. 
  

https://www.redland.qld.gov.au/Business-and-investment/Priority-Development-Areas/Toondah-Harbour-PDA
https://www.redland.qld.gov.au/Business-and-investment/Priority-Development-Areas/Toondah-Harbour-PDA
https://www.walkercorp.com.au/media/toondah-harbour-statement
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Why this matters 
The site sits beside the Pumicestone Passage, a 35-kilometre estuary supporting dugongs, turtles, dolphins, and 
internationally significant populations of migratory shorebirds. 
The area provides habitat for over 100 threatened species and multiple endangered ecological communities. 
Independent assessment by the State Assessment and Referral Agency (SARA) found: 

The development does not comply with planning legislation 
It conflicts with the Rural Landscape and Rural Production Area designation 
There is no demonstrated need or State interest for the proposal 

 
The project has not been referred under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation (EPBC) Act, 
despite the risk of serious impacts on Ramsar wetlands and species of national significance. 
 

Environmental risks 
¶ Runoff pollution from sediment, waste and chemicals 

¶ Light and noise disruption to wildlife 

¶ Sewage system discharge affecting waterways 

¶ Disturbance to migratory birds from tourism activities 

¶ Bushfire safety concerns due to restricted access routes 

¶ This development risks long-term, irreversible damage to the biodiversity and natural character of the 
Pumicestone Passage. 

 

Take action 
You can help protect Coochin Creek and the Pumicestone Passage. 
Submissions to the Minister must be received by 17 November 2025. 
 
Send your objection to: 
deputy.premier@ministerial.qld.gov.au and industrialrelations@ministerial.qld.gov.au 
CC: SEQNorthSARA@dsdilgp.qld.gov.au and planningassessment@sunshinecoast.qld.gov.au 
 

What to include in your objection: 
Start with your full name and residential address including post code (not PO Box) 
 
Date: (must be before 17 November 2025) 
 
Address to: The Hon Jarrod Bleijie MP 
Deputy Premier Minister for State Development, Infrastructure and Planning 
and Minister for Industrial Relations 
PO Box 15009 
CITY EAST QLD 4002 
 
 Via Email:  deputy.premier@ministerial.qld.gov.au & industrialrelations@ministerial.qld.gov.au  

mailto:industrialrelations@ministerial.qld.gov.au
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Information to include: 
Re: Proposed Coochin Creek Tourist Park – 1807 Roys Road, Coochin Creek. 
 
‘Other’ Change to development permit for material change of use of premises to establish a tourist park 
(comprising 150 sites [75 cabins and 75 camp sites] and ancillary recreation facilities) & operational work 
(stormwater, earthworks & access). 
 
I OBJECT to the above Tourist Park Development Application for the following reasons: 
 
 LIST YOUR REASONS – SELECT ONE OR MORE FROM THE ABOVE LIST AND PLEASE USE YOUR 
OWN WORDS – YOUR OBJECTIONS ARE CRITICAL. THEY CAN BE SHORT AND TO THE POINT.  
 
 Sincerely, 
Your Name  
(If emailing, signature is not required – just type your full name. If you are posting your objection, please sign 
and include your full name) 
 

Coochin Fields Approved: Everything We Know About 
Queenslandôs Largest Festival Site 

Yelo Mag - December 31, 2025 
 
UPDATE ï February 2026: Coochin Fields Festival Site Approved 
Queensland’s largest dedicated festival site has been approved. 
The State Government has given the green light to the 155-hectare Coochin Fields music and events site at 
Coochin Creek, allowing events of up to 35,000 people per day on the Sunshine Coast.  The approval follows 
earlier environmental and planning concerns raised by community groups, with the State imposing strict conditions 
on environmental protection, traffic and infrastructure. 
 
Developed by The Comiskey Group, the festival site will operate as a permanent, purpose-built destination for 
major festivals, exhibitions and events. The site is 35 minutes from Maroochydore and 80 minutes north of 
Brisbane with direct Bruce Highway access. 
Formerly turf and strawberry farmland, part of the site will remain undeveloped, with plans to plant tens of 
thousands of trees. 
 

Economic projections estimate: 
• More than 680 full-time equivalent jobs 
• Over $70 million in annual economic activity 
• Around $95 million in annual visitor expenditure 
• Approximately 69,500 visitors per year 
• About 243,000 visitor nights annually 

 
The approval follows the January sign-off of the adjacent 150-site tourist park. 
After four years of planning and state assessment, Coochin Fields now moves from proposal to delivery – a 
major shift for Queensland’s live music infrastructure. 
 

UPDATE ï January 2026: Tourist Park Approved 
The Queensland Government approved the 150-site tourist park component of the 
broader Coochin Fields proposal – the first official green light in the project’s multi-year saga. 
 
Announced on 8 January 2026, the approval covers 75 cabins and 75 camping/glamping sites across a 45-hectare 
area beside the Pumicestone Passage and came with 95 strict conditions relating to environmental protection, 
traffic, utilities and bushfire safety. 
 
At the time, the large-scale festival and major events site remained under separate state assessment. That 
component has since been approved (see February 2026 update above). 
 
This update marks the most significant movement in the project since it was called in by the Planning Minister in 
2025. 
 

A Bold New Vision for the Sunshine Coast 
Imagine the “little old Sunshine Coast” boasting a Coachella-style, Woodstock-esque outdoor festival and events 
space, attracting A-list global acts and a transient mix of music-loving, vibe seekers.  
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Predicted to be a live music mecca for southern Queenslanders, Coochin Fields is a proposed 150ha multi-use 
site able to host 35,000 people per day, rivalling international “unicorn” producers 
like Lollapalooza and Burning Man. 
 

 
Pictured: Is this farmland at Coochin Creek, north of Brisbane, Australia’s next biggest festival and event site? 

 
The vision is a bold new proposal from Brisbane hospitality giants and property developers, The Comiskey 
Group, a family-owned company responsible for iconic entertainment venues across South-East Queensland, 
including Sandstone Point, Eatons Hill and Imperial Hotels. 
 
The Comiskey’s want to transform Coochin Creek, an hour north of Brisbane and just south of Caloundra, into 
one of Australia’s largest of its type. They say the project is a natural next step in their hospitality and venue 
portfolio, bringing in massive tourism dollars and jobs. 
 
However, despite their financial forecast, and a 73-page traffic management plan, Coochin Fields has drawn 
criticism from community groups, who say it will clog up roads and hurt the environment. 
 
A Vision Of ‘Strawberry Fields’ And “Coachella-Style” Events 

 
Photo: 2018 Coachella by Christopher Polk/GI for Coachella via Billboard. 

  

https://comiskey.com.au/
https://comiskey.com.au/
https://www.planning.qld.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0020/107354/Appendix-E-Traffic-Management-Plan.pdf
https://comiskey.com.au/development-application-lodged-for-coochin-fields-on-the-sunshine-coast/
https://www.billboard.com/lists/coachella-2024-parties-events-list/
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The potential 150-hectare festival and event site at Coochin Creek, which was once a patchwork of turf and 
strawberry farms, has a poetic connection to The Beatles‘ iconic ñStrawberry Fields Foreverò. The name 
gives Coochin Fields imagery familiar in musical lore. 
 
Under the plan, The Comiskey Group has proposed a multi-stage outdoor venue capable of hosting six 
“Coachella-style” events a year, and up to 35,000 people daily. 
 
Originally submitted in October 2023, then resubmitted in June 2024, the application covers festival uses and an 
adjacent tourist park proposal with cabins and campsites. 
 

The Coochin Fields proposal in a nutshell: 
¶ 150ha world-class music and event site (approx. 22 football fields) 

¶ Six “Coachella-style” large-scale events annually with daily crowds up to 35,000 

¶ 682 forecasted jobs 

¶ $71.3 million predicted to boost local economy 

¶ Camping and caravan experiences 

¶ Concerts, exhibitions and trade shows 

¶ Supporting infrastructure (parking, access roads, toilets, emergency planning and utilities) 

¶ Mixed-uses tailored to be a drawcard to the region 
 

 
An artist’s impression by Open Architecture Studio of Coochin Fields released by The Comiskey Group in their 
development application. 
 

Who Are the Comiskey Group? 
The Comiskey Group is a family-owned Queensland entertainment and hospitality business based in Brisbane.  
For more than two decades, the company – led by directors including Paul Comiskey and his sons Rob and David 
– has built a portfolio of award-winning venues and event spaces across South-East Queensland. 
 
They operate major music-friendly pubs and hotels including: 

¶ Eatons Hill Hotel – a massive entertainment venue north of Brisbane 

¶ Sandstone Point Hotel – a mix of live music stages, outdoor spaces and dining 

¶ The Doonan and The Imperial Hotel (Eumundi) – other boutique music-centric venues 
 

Community Response: Petition and Opposition 
For planners and conservationists, the Comiskey’s proposal raises questions about protecting green breaks, 
ecological values and infrastructure readiness in growth regions. 
A petition against the Coochin Fields development has more than 6000 signatures, with a counter petition 
now also launched. 
  

https://comiskey.com.au/development-application-lodged-for-coochin-fields-on-the-sunshine-coast/
https://comiskey.com.au/development-application-lodged-for-coochin-fields-on-the-sunshine-coast/
https://www.change.org/p/protect-pumicestone-passage-and-the-greenbelt-refuse-highly-inappropriate-developments?source_location=petition_update_page
https://www.change.org/p/support-the-south-caloundra-tourist-park-development?utm_source=share_petition&utm_medium=mobileNativeShare&utm_campaign=share_petition&recruited_by_id=46df76c0-df81-11ef-a809-55e3ad7b1d43&recruiter=1364298886
https://www.change.org/p/support-the-south-caloundra-tourist-park-development?utm_source=share_petition&utm_medium=mobileNativeShare&utm_campaign=share_petition&recruited_by_id=46df76c0-df81-11ef-a809-55e3ad7b1d43&recruiter=1364298886
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Key concerns raised in the opposing petition are: 
¶ Environmental Damage: Threatens the ecologically sensitive Pumicestone Passage, a Ramsar wetland, 

and the Northern Inter-Urban Break greenbelt. 

¶ Traffic Chaos: Funnels thousands of vehicles onto the Bruce Highway, Bells Creek Road, and Kawana 
Way, pushing them to breaking point. 

¶ Safety Risks: The site is in a high bushfire intensity zone with inadequate evacuation plans via a single 
rural road. 

¶ Planning Issues: Undermines regional planning and sets a dangerous precedent for development in 
protected areas. 

¶ Noise & Pollution: Creates noise and light pollution for nearby residents and wildlife.  
 

Those in favour of the site say: 
¶ For the music industry, Coochin Fields would be a landmark festival destination in South-East 

Queensland, filling a gap in large-scale outdoor event infrastructure. 

¶ For the local economy, desperately-needed jobs and tourism would increase. 

¶ For our cultural betterment, we’d see a more diverse curation of cultural offerings. 

¶  

 
Pictured: The Comiskey Group’s first look at the renders for Coochin Fields. 

 

State Agency Assessment: Not a Clear Green Light 
The State Assessment and Referral Agency (SARA) – the planning arm tasked with reviewing the proposal – 
recently released recommended refusal of both the festival and tourist park applications.  Their assessment 
emphasises there will be no major adverse community impact if the development does not go ahead, challenging 
the developer’s claims of economic benefit. 
 

SARA concluded: 
¶ There is no overriding public interest need for the development in this location. 

¶ There’s no justification for placing it within the Northern Inter-Urban Break (NIUB) — a protected 
greenbelt designed to preserve ecological values and prevent urban sprawl. 

¶ Significant concerns exist around environmental impact, bushfire risk, traffic, access and utility 
planning. 

¶ Temporary infrastructure for water, waste and power requires more detail. 
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Deputy Premier Bleijie says he has written to The Comiskey Group requesting additional detailed information 
on economic claims, environmental management, traffic and safety matters, including bushfire evacuation and 
water/waste services.  

 
Photo of Coochin Creek provided by the Sunshine Coast Environmental Council. 

 
He has also sought justification for why the project should be located within the Northern Inter Urban Break 
(NIUB) greenbelt, a sentiment shared with the Sunshine Coast Environmental Council (SCEC), who have also 
been vocal about their stance on the project. 
The Comiskey Group has indicated it is preparing further information and responses to the requests. 
 
The Planning Process So Far: Called-In and Under Review 
State Government Planning Minister and Deputy Premier Jarrod Bleijie “called in” the Coochin Fields application 
in May-July this year. It means the application has now been taken over by the Queensland Government rather 
than Council, and the final decision cannot be appealed in the Planning and Environment Court. 
 
The minister says the project could deliver major tourism and economic benefits for the region – jobs, visitors and 
economic growth. The developer’s economic impact estimates include 682 full-time jobs and a $71.3 million boost 
to gross regional product annually. 
 
But while the site has state attention, it has also drawn intense scrutiny from the Queensland government itself. 
 
What Happens Next? 
With both the tourist park and festival components now approved, Coochin Fields moves from proposal to 
implementation. 
 
The focus will shift to detailed planning, infrastructure rollout and securing promoters, artists and event partners. 
While timelines for the first major festival have not yet been announced, the approval signals that large-scale 
events on the Sunshine Coast are no longer hypothetical – they are now structurally possible. 
Whether the site delivers on its economic projections and cultural promise will depend on execution, community 
impact and industry demand in a challenging national festival climate. 
 
What are your thoughts on the Coochin Fields development? Email us at editor@yelo.live with your name and 
suburb. 
 
  

https://www.data.qld.gov.au/dataset/south-east-queensland-regional-plan-2017-shapingseq-series/resource/69fac0ed-762b-49c1-a0aa-40266a6b752b
https://www.data.qld.gov.au/dataset/south-east-queensland-regional-plan-2017-shapingseq-series/resource/69fac0ed-762b-49c1-a0aa-40266a6b752b
https://www.scec.org.au/n/%F0%9F%8C%BF-speak-up-for-coochin-creek-and-the-interurban-break%F0%9F%8C%BF#:~:text=%F0%9F%8C%B3%20Why%20the%20Inter%2DUrban,Government's%20ShapingSEQ%202023%20regional%20plan.
https://www.scec.org.au/n/%F0%9F%8C%BF-speak-up-for-coochin-creek-and-the-interurban-break%F0%9F%8C%BF#:~:text=%F0%9F%8C%B3%20Why%20the%20Inter%2DUrban,Government's%20ShapingSEQ%202023%20regional%20plan.
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State Government Plans for Wellington Point Boating Facilities 
Upgrade 

By Redlands2030 / May 15, 2026 
 

 
Wellington Point Jetty and boating facilities- Image: Google Earth historical image captured  

Saturday 22 February 2025 
 
The State Government is planning to upgrade the Wellington Point boating facilities to provide increased 
capacity for launching and retrieval of trailer boats, more parking for vehicles with trailers, and improved safety. 
 
This is likely to cost several million dollars but will greatly benefit the few hundred boaties and jet skiers who use 
the Wellington Point ramps. 
 
Three design options have been published by Maritime Safety Queensland, as part of a State Government 
community consultation process. 
 

 

Maritime Safety Queensland’s three design options: Leading Option  

https://redlands2030.net/author/redlands2030/


Queensland Wader – Issue 136       June, July, August 2026 

21 

 

 

Maritime Safety Queensland’s three designs options: Option Alternative 1 
 

Maritime Safety Queensland’s three design options: Option Alternative 2 
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All three design options for the Wellington Point boating facilities upgrade carefully stay outside the Moreton Bay 
Ramsar site, and include: 

¶ Construction of two new floating walkways for access to boats launched from the boat ramps on the 
southern side of Wellington Point Jetty; 

¶ Construction of a large new breakwater south of the Jetty; and 

¶ A short extension of the breakwater on the northern side of the Jetty. 
 

Design option differences 
The design options differ significantly in how they deal with provision of parking for vehicles towing trailers. 
 
Marine Safety Queensland’s “Leading Option” has a wide new breakwater creating reclaimed land with room for 
35 new trailable parking bays, 16 new car parking bays, 2 accessible trailable parking spaces, and 2 accessible 
parking spaces. 
 
The “Alternative option 1” features a much narrower breakwater with no car parks, just a concrete pedestrian 
path. But this option would extend the existing bitumen car parking area further south to provide 49 new trailable 
parking bays, 36 new car parking bays, 2 accessible trailable parking spaces, and 2 accessible parking spaces. 
A “significant part” of the Wellington Point Reserve would be re-purposed to make room for the extra car parks. 
 
The “Alternative option 2” includes construction of the narrow breakwater south of the Jetty, but no additional 
parking. 
 

Demand forecasting study 
The need for an upgrade of the Wellington Point boating facilities was discussed in the Queensland 
Recreational Boating Facilities Demand Forecasting Study 2022 for the Redland Local Government Area which 
was prepared by consultants BMT and published in April 2023. 
 
BMT estimated an “active fleet’ of trailer boats using boat ramps in the Redlands on a good boating day. This 
comprises trailer boats owned by Redlands residents (62%) and boat users visiting Redlands from Brisbane 
(17.7%) or elsewhere (20.3%). The estimated total active fleet size was projected out to 2041. 
 
This study found that the Wellington Point boat ramps were used by about 15% of the trailer boat fleet using 
facilities in the Redlands. The William Street ramps at Cleveland Point were used by 24% of the fleet. The 
Victoria Point (Colburn Avenue) ramps were used by 22% of the fleet. 
 
Using these numbers, we can calculate the projected number of users for the Wellington Point boating facilities. 
 

Year 2021 2026 2031 2036 2041 

Redlands active fleet on good 
boating day 

1,599 1,704 1,798 1,880 1,961 

Wellington Point share of active 
fleet (15%) 

241 257 271 284 296 

 
BMT’s report included a proposal for Wellington Point which is similar to what Maritime Safety Queensland is 
currently proposing as its “Leading option”. 
 
The BMT version included a net gain of parking spaces for 75 trailable parking bays. 
 
The demand forecasting study estimated that the proposed works for Wellington Point boating upgrades would 
cost a total of $6.2 million. 
 
This cost estimate, published in April 2023, was within a plus or minus 50% range i.e. between $3.1 million and 
$9.3 million. 
 
The total cost estimate included $3.2 million for “waterside infrastucture” and $3.0 million for “landside 
infrastructure”. 
 
It’s likely that in Queensland’s overheated construction sector, the cost to deliver such a facility will have 
increased enormously since 2023. 
  

https://www.publications.qld.gov.au/dataset/recreational-boating-facilities-demand-forecasting-study-2022/resource/fb255bca-9350-41f3-a3a9-5d0f91e1d654
https://www.publications.qld.gov.au/dataset/recreational-boating-facilities-demand-forecasting-study-2022/resource/fb255bca-9350-41f3-a3a9-5d0f91e1d654
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BMT’s proposal for Wellington Point – rotated with a new legend added by Redlands2030 
 

Environmental and other issues for Wellington Point boating facilities 
BMT’s proposed solution “allows for the maximum capacity to be achieved between the existing dredge channel 
area and the boundary of the Moreton Bay Ramsar site”. 
 
The three design options currently put forward for consultation by Maritime Safety Queensland also align the 
proposed large new breakwater next to the boundary of the Ramsar site. The Ramsar boundary is shown as a 
dashed line in each of the design options. 
 
Given the proximity of the proposed works to the Ramsar site consideration should be given to referring the 
project to find out if the Federal Government will deem it to be a controlled action under the Environment 
Protection and Biodiversity Conservation (EPBC) Act. 
 
Construction of the new facilities would be in the Moreton Bay Marine Park so would still require State 
Government environmental approvals. 
 
A business case for the proposed project would also need to discuss consultation about Indigenous culture and 
heritage issues. 
 
Even if you do not expect to be using the proposed boating facilities, you may still wish to comment on the 
various design options. 
 
The proposal to expand boating facilities at Wellington Point Reserve is likely to have some impact on the 
amenity and enjoyment of this area by non-boating people, especially if Alternative 2 is selected which would 
expand the bitumen car park for new trailable parking bays. 
 
You might want to comment on other facilities in Moreton Bay that may have more urgent needs for upgrades. 
 

Have your say about Wellington Point boating facilities 
Maritime Safety Queensland is inviting people to have a say about the proposed design options for upgrading 
the Wellington Point boating facilities, by completing an online survey. 
  

https://www.yoursay-projects.tmr.qld.gov.au/wellington-point-boating-facilities-upgrade
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The survey asks the following questions: 

Where do you live or normally travel from when using the Wellington Point Boating Facilities? 
 
How do you currently use the Wellington Point Boating Facilities? 
 
Having reviewed the leading design and the two alternative designs, which option do you prefer? 
 
Would you like to provide any comments to explain your response to the previous question? (optional) 
 
What features or improvements are most important to you at the Wellington Point Boating Facilities? 
 
Are there any environmental, cultural, or community considerations that you think should be taken into 
account during the business case process? 
 
Overall, do you support an upgrade to the Wellington Point Boating Facilities to improve safety and 
efficiency? Yes/No 
 
Do you have any other comments or suggestions about the Wellington Point Boating Facilities Upgrade 
Business Case? 
 
Would you like to receive project updates by email? 

 
Find out more, and do the survey for Maritime Safety Queensland 
 
If you want to provide a long submission, send it to: boatinginfrastructure@msq.qld.gov.au 
 
 
 

Beach Stone-curlews at Hastings Point ï Rod Cox 
 

  

https://www.yoursay-projects.tmr.qld.gov.au/wellington-point-boating-facilities-upgrade
mailto:boatinginfrastructure@msq.qld.gov.au
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Queensland Ornithological Conference 2026 
Wings of Tomorrow: Protecting our shared future 

 

Hosted by 

 
 
Every other year, BirdLife Southern Queensland and Birds Queensland join forces to co-host the Queensland 
Ornithological Conference.  This event brings together local and national experts and enthusiasts on Australian 
avifauna to share and discuss the latest bird research and conservation. 
 
BirdLife Southern Queensland and Birds Queensland will host the 2026 Queensland Ornithological 
Conference at Sirromet, 850-938 Mount Cotton Road, Brisbane, Queensland on Saturday, 25 July 2026. 
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Abstracts are now open, and students are encouraged to present. Submissions can be made 

by completing this form. Abstract Submissions 
 

Buy tickets here. QOC 2026 Registration  

 

Follow BirdLife Southern Queensland and Birds Queensland for updates: 

Facebook: BirdLife Southern Queensland | Birds Queensland 
Instagram: BirdLife Southern Queensland | Birds Queensland 

 

Key Dates: 
¶ 07 MAY 

o Abstract submissions open 

¶ 12 JUNE 
o Abstract submissions close 

¶ 07 MAY 
o Registrations open 

¶ 30 JUNE 
o Earlybird Registrations close 

 

Sponsorship & Exhibitors:  
If you are interested in becoming a QOC 2026 sponsor or exhibitor, please contact us. 
Sponsor & Exhibitor Interest 
 

The Queensland Ornithological Conference 2026 Program includes: 
¶ Bird Walk on the grounds of Sirromet at 7am 

¶ Gather at 8.30, for proceedings at 9am 

¶ Morning tea, lunch & afternoon tea included 

¶ Morning Keynote: Dr Golo Maurer 

¶ Afternoon Keynote: Professor Hugh Possingham 

¶ Multiple Raffles Prizes: Tickets available soon. Drawn on the afternoon of the conference. 
Full Program will be available for download soon.  
 

Raffle Prizes include: 
¶ Full set of HANZAB 
(The Handbook of Australian, New Zealand and Antarctic Birds) 

¶ Wrightsair Flight for 2 people 
1 hour flight over Kati-Thanda Lake Eyre 

¶ More prizes to be announced! 

¶  

 
  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc-uqO7w5Lfm3UbHwK4QnNdEx0kwyXOFMd0iEo09rPSemw8bw/viewform?fbzx=7730636548692847853
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc-uqO7w5Lfm3UbHwK4QnNdEx0kwyXOFMd0iEo09rPSemw8bw/viewform?fbzx=7730636548692847853
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/queensland-ornithological-conference-tickets-1988798892023?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/queensland-ornithological-conference-tickets-1988798892023?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.facebook.com/birdlifesouthernqld
https://www.facebook.com/BirdsQueensland
https://www.instagram.com/birdlifesouthernqld/
https://www.instagram.com/birdsqueensland/
mailto:aoc@birdlife.org.au
https://www.qoc2026.org/sponsorsandexhibitors
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Follow BirdLife Southern Queensland and Birds Queensland for updates: 

Facebook: BirdLife Southern Queensland | Birds Queensland 
Instagram: BirdLife Southern Queensland | Birds Queensland 

 
The Queensland Ornithological Conference acknowledges the Traditional Owners of the Country on which we 
live and work, and we pay our respects to their Elders past and present. We recognise and are grateful for the 
immense contribution of Indigenous people to the knowledge and conservation of Australia’s birds. 
 
A very special thank you to all the contributing photographers. 
All photographs © 2026 individual photographers. 
BirdLife Southern Queensland © 2026 
 

  

https://www.facebook.com/birdlifesouthernqld
https://www.facebook.com/BirdsQueensland
https://www.instagram.com/birdlifesouthernqld/
https://www.instagram.com/birdsqueensland/
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Count Programme by Linda Cross 
 
After welcoming 3 new counters to the count programme in the last newsletter I did not think I would be repeating 
it again so soon but this time 4 new counters join the programme.  I am not complaining though, it is great to have 
some new blood wanting to get involved in counting waders.  
 
Welcome to Peter Harms and Brandon Hewitt, who have taken over from Gus Daly and Elliot Leach replacing 
them at the large Luggage Point count site where it is necessary to have 2 counters working at this restricted site. 
Peter has also been assisting other counters in southern Moreton Bay for some time now and both he and Brandon 
assisted at the Port of Brisbane counts earlier this year.  Together, they have already conducted 2 counts at 
Luggage Point.  Gus and Elliot will join our standby counters helping cover sites where counters may not be able 
to do their count at times.   
 
The other 2 new counters will be working in the Great Sandy Strait.  Jane Gray from Booral area in Hervey Bay 
contacted me in early December 2025 and has joined and assisted other counters in the region learning the sites 
and species since then.  Jane has also had some extra tuition from Mick Barker who hails from Yeppoon.  
However, Mick has been transient for several years living in the Gold Coast, Redcliffe in Brisbane and now in 
Hervey Bay, where he has been surveying some sites in the region that have not been counted for many years.  
While there, he has assisted other counters, been a standby counter and doing a great job promoting waders to 
other birdwatchers. We cannot thank you enough Mick for your hard work. After a recent discussion with Jane, I 
knew she was ready to start doing some counts on her own and she has already entered her first count from 
Urangan Marina ponds in April. 
 
The other new counter is David Mead located down the southern end of the straits and close to the Cooloola 
roost, which has not been counted since 2021.  I am not completely sure, but I think Mick may again (along with 
some recent surveys being conducted by DETSI at closure sites) have had something to do with his recruitment.  
David is a tour operator and cannot commit to the scheduled count programme dates, however, he will try to count 
the Cooloola roost and any others in the area whenever he is available.   
 
A bonus having David become a QWSG counter is that during his travels in Queensland, he could visit other 
count site locations and if able, complete a count and submit it to the database.   
 
We would like to welcome Peter, Brandon, Jane and David as QWSG counters and hope they all enjoy their new 
venture within the group, and we look forward to a long relationship with all of you. 
 
We continue to advertise for additional people to assist our other counters. Joshua Rowe in Tweed Heads would 
appreciate some help, along with Burnice Starkey and Gillie Matthew on the Sunshine coast who are also in need 
of assistance to cover Caloundra and Maroochy River.  We would be pleased to hear from anyone interested in 
joining our counters, who are always happy to share their knowledge with you.  
 

 
Mick Barker (second from the left) giving tuition at Urangan Marina ponds in Hervey Bay. 

Photograph by Frank Ekin  
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Our trans-Tasman visitor (Double-banded Plover) has arrived on our shores with the first record for the season in 
the count programme coming from O’Regans Creek westside Hervey Bay.  In the table below are extracts in 
chronological order from counts to the end of April. 
 

Site Date Qty Comments 
O’Regans Creek westside Hervey Bay 21.02.26 2 2 still on site in March and April 

Gregory Road Hays Inlet 21.03.26 1  

Boonooroo 21.03.26 2  

Wave Break Sand Island Gold Coast 02.04.26 18 On sandbank 2 km south of site 

Kinka Beach Yeppoon 18.04.26 3  

Manly Harbour 18.04.26 3  

Gregory Road Hays Inlet 18.04.26 4  

Geoff Skinner Reserve 18.04.26 5  

Buckley’s Hole sandbar Bribie Island 18.04.26 7  

Luggage Point 18.04.26 15  

Point Halloran Reserve 18.04.26 25  

Port of Brisbane complex 19.04.26 2  

Day’s Gutter Moreton Island 20.04.26 2  

Noosa River mouth sandbanks 20.04.26 4  

Caloundra Sandbanks 23.04.26 2  

Queens Esplanade Thorneside 24.04.26 3 Includes 1 juvenile – 3 still on site on 25th  

Queens Esplanade Thorneside 26.04.26 2 2 still on site on 27th  

 
As would be expected, migratory wader numbers were lower during the April counts conducted in the latter half 
of the month. 
 
On the rarity side of migratory waders, an Asian Dowitcher was seen and recorded at Nudgee Beach on 14.03.26 
and a possible Little Stint on 18.04.26 at one of the northern Moreton Bay sites. The Nordmann’s Greenshank 
(commonly known as Nordy) still frequented the Cairns Esplanade during the Austral summer and was recorded 
on 27.02.26 and 18.03.26 during monthly counts.  
 
Just 1 record for Common Sandpiper (1) at Dohle’s Rocks Road Pond on 18.04.26 and similarly, 1 record for 
Broad-billed Sandpiper (32) at the Port of Brisbane complex on 22.02.26. 
 
Although the Bush Stone-curlew is common in Queensland, at Queensland Aluminium Limited Gladstone (2) on 
05.03.26 was only the 7th record for the site and at Boonooroo (1) on 21.02.26 was only the 2nd record for the 
area since counting began back in the early 1990s. That 1st record was in October 1994 and was recorded as 
heard only, so the February record was the first bird seen in the area. 
 
During the Port of Brisbane complex counts conducted during the recent Austral summer, I had been aware of 
the low numbers for Siberian and Greater Sand Plover.  Each month I kept asking where they were because the 
Port is a stronghold for both species in south-east Queensland.  I was not alone with other colleagues noting they 
were missing from other sites in Moreton Bay and asking the same question fearing that there had been a dramatic 
decline in both species.  At the peak, Port numbers were only half what they were last year with Siberian Sand 
Plover (303) in March 2026 compared to (1,307) in March 2025, (344) in February 2026 compared to (628) in 
February 2025.  It was a similar case with Great Sand Plover (3) in March 2026 compared to (124) in March 2025 
and (13) in February 2026 compared to (26) in 2025. However, after talking to the Database Manager who, with 
a small team that accompanied him, conducted a long overdue survey of the wader sites in the Gulf of Carpentaria 
in early to mid-March.  I was told that as they flew into Karumba, the region was like an inland sea with islands 
dotted everywhere and birds scattered far and wide in their thousands, including both sand plovers among other 
species.  One could speculate that because the area was wet for so long, some species may well have stayed in 
the area after arriving on their southward migration.   
 
Some resident nomadic waders (Black-fronted Dotterel and Pied Stilt) have been appearing at more sites and in 
larger numbers during the last few months. Among the Pied Stilt sightings only 3 records of immature birds were 
recorded on counts, and these came from Godwin Beach (5) in a flock of 94 on 19.04.25, Toorbul sandfly (3) in a 
flock of 102 on 23.03.26 and Toorbul 1 km north (2) in a flock of 28 on 23.02.26. For other resident wader species, 
please see the interesting sightings further in the newsletter. 
 
Grey Plover: Cungulla - Bowling Green Bay Townsville region (35) on 12.03.26 and (29) on 29.03.26, Boonooroo 
 (15) on 21.02.26 and (10) on 21.03.26, Port of Brisbane complex (7) on 22.02.26 and (5) on 22.03.26, 
 Day’s Gutter Moreton Island (4) on 20.04.26 and Bushland Beach west to Black River Townsville (1) on 
 21.02.26  
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Pacific Golden Plover: Port of Brisbane complex (593) on 22.03.26 and (568) on 22.02.26, Point Halloran 
 Reserve (164) on 02.03.26 and (127) on 21.02.26 and Maroochy River sites combined (146) on 20.02.26. 
 Seven other sites recorded between (50 and 70) during the February to April counts. 
Siberian Sand Plover: Urangan Marina ponds Hervey Bay (c400) on 02.02.26, (c300) on 17.02.26 and (190) on 
 01.02.26, Port of Brisbane complex (344) on 22.02.26 and (303) on 22.03.26, Geoff Skinner Reserve 
 (210) on 21.02.26 and Mangrove Point south claypan Hervey Bay (189) on 05.03.26 
Greater Sand Plover: Bushland Beach west to Black River Townsville (65) on 21.02.26, (45) on 25.02.26 and 
 (45) on 26.03.26, Geoff Skinner Reserve (19) on 21.02.26 and Cairns Esplanade (15) on 18.03.26 
Eurasian Whimbrel: Port of Brisbane complex (356) on 22.03.26, Toorbul (273) on 13.03.26, Geoff Skinner 
 Reserve (163) on 18.04.26, Mangrove Point south claypan Hervey Bay (132) on 05.03.26 and Boonooroo 
 (108) on 21.03.26, Caloundra sandbanks (95) on 19.03.26 and Gregory Road Hays Inlet (95) on 21.02.26 
Far Eastern Curlew: Port of Brisbane complex (467) on 22.02.26, Boonooroo (462) on 21.02.26, Toorbul sandfly 
  bay (294) on 23.02.26, King Street mudflat Thornlands (287) on 21.02.26, Geoff Skinner Reserve 
 (282) on 21.02.26 and Mangrove Point south Hervey Bay (269) on 05.03.26 
Bar-tailed Godwit: Port of Brisbane complex (3,172) on 22.03.26 and (2,245) on 21.03.26, Kakadu Beach Bribie 
 Island (c2,200) on 01.03.26 and 18.02.26, Toorbul (c1,437) on 23.03.26, Mangrove Point south claypan 
 Hervey Bay (1,257) on 05.03.26, Boonooroo (1,193) on 21.03.26 and Geoff Skinner Reserve (730) on 
 12.02.26 
Black-tailed Godwit: Gregory Road Hays Inlet (114) on 18.04.26, Luggage Point (72) on 22.03.26, Port of 
 Brisbane complex (32) on 21.02.26 
Lathamôs Snipe: Dohle’s Rocks Road Pond (2) on 21.02.26, Buckley’s Hole Bribie Island (2) on 22.02.26 
Terek Sandpiper: Kakadu Beach Bribie Island (c359) on 08.02.26, Queens Esplanade Thorneside (63) on 
 26.02.26, Acacia Street Wellington Point (27) on 21.03.26 and Maaroom (21) on 21.03.26 
Grey-tailed Tattler: Port of Brisbane complex (963) on 22.02.26 and (552) on 22.03.26, Mangrove Point south 
 claypan Hervey Bay (704) on 05.03.26, Godwin Beach (393) on 19.04.26 and Manly Harbour (376) on 
 18.04.26 
Wandering Tattler: Gables Point Rocks Hervey Bay with (5) on 17.03.26, (5) on 19.02.26 and (4) on 13.02.26. 
Marsh Sandpiper: Garnett’s Lagoons Susan River Hervey Bay (33) on 21.02.26, Maaroom (19) on 21.02.26, 
 Port of Brisbane complex (6) on 22.02.26 and Dohle’s Rocks Road Pond (5) on 22.02.26 
Common Greenshank: Boonooroo (23) on 21.02.26, Gregory Road Hays Inlet (12) on 18.04.26, Queen’s 
 Esplanade Thorneside (11) on 05.04.26 and Manly Harbour (10) on 21.03.26 
Ruddy Turnstone: Port of Brisbane complex (85) on 22.03.26 and Urangan Marina ponds (40) on 17.02.26 
Great Knot: Bushland Beach west to Black River (c3,700) on 21.02.26 and (c3,500) on 25.02.26, Maaroom (850) 
 on 21.02.26 and (620) on 21.03.26, Boonooroo (585) on 21.03.26,  Kakadu Beach Bribie Island (238) on 
 01.03.26, Mangrove Point south claypan Hervey Bay (198) on 05.03.26 and Port of Brisbane complex 
 (197) on 22.02.26 
Red Knot: Bushland Beach west to Black River Townsville (320) on 21.02.26 and (250) on 25.02.26 and 
 Maaroom (25) on 21.02.26 
Sharp-tailed Sandpiper: Port of Brisbane complex (250) on 22.02.26, Gregory Road Hays Inlet (170) on 21.02.26 
 and Luggage Point (85) on 22.03.26  
Curlew Sandpiper: Port of Brisbane complex (649) on 22.02.26 and (321) on 22.03.26, Gregory Road Hays Inlet 
 (200) on 21.02.26 and Geoff Skinner Reserve (79) on 21.02.26 
Red-necked Stint: Port of Brisbane complex (614) on 22.03.26, Luggage Point (535) on 22.03.26, Gregory Road 
 Hays Inlet (c500) on 21.03.26 and Queensland Aluminium Limited Gladstone (436) on 05.03.26 
 
Unfortunately, it is not always possible to include all articles in the paper version of the newsletter as there is a 
page limit for posting, so “Interesting wader sightings” and “Not waders but of interest anyway” sections may not 
appear. However, if you have an email address, please ask for the electronic version, which has all the articles 
that could not be included in the paper version. The electronic version is also in colour. 
 

Breeding records ï resident waders: 
Beach Stone-curlew: Noosa River mouth sandbanks (offspring from January nesting with adults) on 20.04.26. 
 Kakadu Beach Bribie Island (fully grown juvenile with adult) on 29.03.26 and seen several times during 
 February 
Masked Lapwing: Manly Harbour (2 juvenile) on 21.02.26 
Red-capped Plover: All records come from Queensland Aluminium Limited Gladstone (3 chicks on 13.04.26, 
 (1 chick) on 27.03.26 and (2 chicks) on 05.03.26. 
Comb-crested Jacana: Both records from Buckley’s Hole Bribie Island (2 immatures in a group of 6 birds) on 
 18.04.26 and (4 juveniles foraging in a group of 9 birds) on 22.02.26. 
 
Thank you to the counters who took the time to record breeding records for resident waders. 
Counters not entering their counts online, please continue to send them to me at my email or postal address as 
follows:  xenus69@bigpond.com 
Snail mail:  40 Thompson Road, Bellmere. Qld 4510    Phone:  5495 2758 Mobile:  0490 080 340  
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A reminder that Leg flag sightings must not be entered online during count entry. Please note that you can now 
enter flagged and banded sightings on the new website. If you prefer, you can email sightings to Jon Coleman 
(email address legflags@waders.org.au . You can also contact Jon or me for the Leg Flag Observation Report 
Form. 
 
Happy counting. 
Linda Cross. 
 
 

Interesting resident wader sightings  
Beach Stone-curlew: Records from 12 sites with the highest count for each site as follows: Noosa River mouth 
 sandbanks (3) on 20.04.26, Kakadu Beach Bribie Island (3) on 22.03.26, Kinka Beach Yeppoon (2) on 
 18.04.26, Boonooroo (2) on 21.03.26, Maroochy River Goat Island (2) on 23.03.26. Cungulla - Bowling 
 Green Bay Townsville region (2) on 12.03.26 and St. Helena Island (1), O’Regans Creek westside Hervey 
 Bay (1), Point Vernon Hervey Bay (1), Gable’s Point Rocks Hervey Bay (1), Bushland Beach west to 
Black  River Townsville (1), Barron River Cairns (1) during February through to April 
Pied Oystercatcher: Port of Brisbane complex (177) on 22.02.26 and (141) on 19.04.26, Manly Harbour (157) 
 on 21.02.26 and (133) on 21.03.26, Maaroom (84) on 21.02.26 and Urangan Marina ponds (80) on 
 17.02.26 and (80) on 01.02.26 
Sooty Oystercatcher: Urangan Marina ponds (14) on 17.02.26 and (12) on 23.04.26 and Gable’s Point Rocks 
 Hervey Bay (10) on 18.04.26.  Other sites recording this species during the last 3 months include 
 Caloundra sandbanks (6) Tweed River Entrance Tweed Heads (3) Manly Harbour (3) Port of Brisbane 
 complex (3), Wickham Point (3) Maroochy River north shore (2) Scarborough to Clontarf (1) and St. 
 Helena Island (1) 
Pied Stilt: Port of Brisbane complex (657) on 22.03.26, (463) on 19.04.26 and (359) on 22.02.26,  Luggage Point 
 (545) on 22.03.26, Coolum Parade Wetlands Newport (323) on 20.03.26 and (227) on 17.04.26, Toorbul 
 (307) on 19.04.26, Gregory Road Hays Inlet (256) on 18.04.26, Luggage Point (214) on 18.04.26, Kakadu 
 Beach Bribie Island (158) on 01.02.26, Dohle’s Rocks Road Pond (110) on 18.04.26 and Manly Harbour 
 (104) on 21.03.26.  A further 17 sites also recorded this species during the last 3 months but in single and 
 double digits 
Black-fronted Dotterel: Queensland Aluminium Limited Gladstone (34) on 27.03.26, (28) on 13.04.26 and (22) 
 on 05.03.26, King Street mudflat Thornlands (23) on 21.03.26, Garnett’s Lagoons Susan River Hervey 
 Bay (22) on 18.04.26 and Coolum Parade Wetlands Newport (9) on 17.04.26.  They were also recorded 
 at 8 other sites but in single digits  
Masked Lapwing: Queensland Aluminium Limited Gladstone (58) on 27.03.26 and (43) on 05.03.26, Cairns 
 Esplanade (50) on 17.04.26 and Gregory Road Hays Inlet (36) on 21.03.26 
Red-kneed Dotterel: Coolum Parade Wetlands Newport (2) on 20.03.26 and Garnett’s Lagoons Susan River 
 Hervey Bay (1) on 21.02.26 
Red-capped Plover: Queensland Aluminium Limited Gladstone (177) on 05.03.26 and (102) on 13.04.26, 
 O’Regans Creek westside Hervey Bay (142) on 19.04.26, Gregory Road Hays Inlet (97) on 18.04.26, 
 Kinka Beach Yeppoon (95) on 18.04.26 and Port of Brisbane complex (82) on 22.03.26 
Comb-crested Jacana: Buckley’s Hole Bribie Island (7) on 12.04.26 (other records for this species at this site 
 recorded under breeding records in main article) Orchard Road dam Redland Bay (6) on 01.04.26, Kinka 
 Wetlands Yeppoon (5) on 18.04.26 and (3) on 21.03.26 and Garnett’s Lagoons Susan River Hervey Bay 
 (3) on 18.04.26 and (1) on 21.02.26. 
 

Not waders but of interest anyway  
Magpie Goose: Kinka Wetlands Yeppoon (180) on 21.02.26  
Plumed Whistling Duck: Orchard Road dam Redland Bay (25) on 01.04.26, Maaroom (20) on 21.03.26. 
 Boonooroo (10) on 21.02.26 and Toorbul (5 – 2 adults and 3 ducklings) on 23.03.26 
Wandering Whistling Duck: Kinka Wetlands Yeppoon (31) on 21.02.26, Garnett’s Lagoons Susan River Hervey 
 Bay (10) on 21.02.26 and Endeavour River claypan Cooktown (2) on 16.04.26 
Black Swan: Kinka Wetlands Yeppoon (150) on 21.02.26, Bell’s Creek Caloundra (82) on 27.01.26, Port of 
 Brisbane complex (54) on 22.03.26 and Deception Bay south (3 – unusual at site and only 7th record) 
Radjah Shelduck: Queensland Aluminium Limited Gladstone (3) on 27.03.26 and (2) on 13.04.26 and Boonooroo 
 (2) on 21.03.26 
Cotton Pygmy Goose: Kinka Wetlands Yeppoon (3) on 18.04.26 
Pacific Black Duck: Kinka Wetlands Yeppoon (100) on 21.02.26 
Grey Teal: Garnett’s Lagoons Susan River Hervey Bay (102) on 18.04.26 
Chestnut Teal: Port of Brisbane complex (465) on 22.02.26   
Buff-banded Rail: Boonooroo (6 – 2 adults and 4 juvenile) on 21.03.26, Maaroom (2) on 27.03.26 and 
 Queensland Aluminium Limited Gladstone (2) on 21.03.26 
Australian Crake: Boonooroo (first record for Boonooroo) (1) on 21.02.26 
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Brolga: Kinka Wetlands Yeppoon (12) on 18.04.26 and (7) on 21.03.26 and Garnett’s Lagoons Susan River 
 Hervey Bay (6) on 18.04.26 
Sooty Tern: Godwin Beach (1 – unusual) on 01.03.26 
Little Tern: Port of Brisbane complex (911) on 22.02.26, Urangan Marina ponds (205) on 17.02.26 and 
 Boonooroo (109) on 21.03.26 
Gull-billed Tern: Bushland Beach west to Black River Townsville (4) on 25.02.26 (a regular visitor to this site) 
Australian Tern: Mangrove Point south claypan Hervey Bay (219) on 05.03.26, Amity Point sandbanks (110) on 
 20.04.26, Port of Brisbane complex (77) on 19.04.26 and Maaroom (66) on 21.02.26 
Caspian Tern: Port of Brisbane complex (65) on 19.04.26, Toorbul (49) on 19.04.26 and Boonooroo (30) on 
 18.04.26 
White-winged Tern: Maroochy River (1) on 23.03.26 
Common Tern: Caloundra sandbanks (260) on 17.04.26 and Maroochy River sand bar (14) on 23.03.26 
Lesser Crested Tern: Manly Harbour (9) on 18.04.26, Gables Point Rocks Hervey Bay (7) on 18.04.26 and 
 O’Regans Creek westside Hervey Bay (3) on 19.04.26 
Greater Crested Tern: Noosa River mouth sandbanks (400) on 20.04.26, combined sites Maroochy River (320) 
 on 23.04.26 and Wickham Point Caloundra (296) on 02.05.26 
Silver Gull: Port of Brisbane complex (411) on 22.03.26 and Caloundra sandbanks (130) on 18.02.26 
Black-necked Stork: Coolum Parade Wetlands Newport, Garnett’s Lagoons Susan River Hervey Bay, Mangrove 
 Point south claypan Hervey Bay, Queensland Aluminium Limited Gladstone and Casuarina Point Cairns 
 all recorded (1) bird during February, March and April 
Australasian Darter: Port of Brisbane complex (10) on 19.04.26 
Little Pied Cormorant: Port of Brisbane complex (124) on 22.03.26 
Little Black Cormorant: Port of Brisbane complex (3,168) on 19.04.26 and Tweed River Entrance Tweed Heads 
 (260) on 14.02.26 
Australian Pied Cormorant: Amity Point sandbank (220) on 20.04.26 
Great Cormorant: Garnett’s Lagoons Susan River Hervey Bay (11) on 18.04.26 
Australian White Ibis: Queensland Aluminium Limited Gladstone (222) on 27.03.26, Port of Brisbane complex 
 (117) on 22.02.26 and Point Halloran Reserve (55) ON 02.03.26  
Glossy Ibis: Garnett’s Lagoons Susan River Hervey Bay (1) on 18.04.26 and (1) on 21.02.26 
Yellow-billed Spoonbill: Kinka Wetlands Yeppoon (1) on 18.04.26 
Royal Spoonbill: Port of Brisbane complex (125) on 19.04.26, Toorbul sandfly bay (47) on 23.03.26 and Garnet’s 
 Lagoons Susan River Hervey Bay (44) on 21.03.26 
Black Bittern: Endeavour River claypan Cooktown (5) on 16.02.26, Queensland Aluminium Limited Gladstone 
 (1) on 29.03.26 and Cungulla - Bowling Green Bay Townsville region (1) on 27.03.26 
Nankeen Night Heron: Queensland Aluminium Limited Gladstone (2) on 27.03.26, Buckley’s Hole Bribie Island 
 (1) on 26.03.26 and Port of Brisbane complex (1) on 22.02.26) 
Pacific Reef Heron: Tweed River Entrance Tweed Heads (3) on 14.02.26 
Little Egret: Queensland Aluminium Limited Gladstone (61) on 27.03.26 and Port of Brisbane complex (26) on 
 19.04.26 
White-faced Heron: Geoff Skinner Reserve (54) on 21.02.26, Boonooroo (30) on 21.02.26 and Queensland 
 Aluminium Limited Gladstone (29) on 27.03.26 
Striated Heron: Godwin Beach (5) on 19.04.25 
Eastern Cattle Egret: Garnett’s Lagoons Susan River Hervey Bay (72) on 18.04.26 
White-necked Heron: Kinka Wetlands Yeppoon (2) on 18.04.26 
Great Egret: Garnett’s Lagoons Susan River Hervey Bay (22) on 21.02.26, Port of Brisbane complex (16) on 
 19.04.26, Bell’s Creek Caloundra (15) on 19.03.26 and Coolum Parade Wetlands Newport (14) on 
 17.04.26 
Plumed Egret: Garnett’s Lagoons Susan River Hervey Bay (10) on 18.04.26 
Australian Pelican: Port of Brisbane complex (104) on 22.02.26 and (103) on 19.04.26 
Black-shouldered Kite: Queensland Aluminium Limited Gladstone (1) on 05.03.26 
Wedge-tailed Eagle: Kinka Wetlands Yeppoon (3) on 21.03.26 and Queensland Aluminium Limited Gladstone 
 (1) on 13.04.26 
Brown Goshawk: Buckley’s Hole Bribie Island (2) on 12.04.26 and records of single birds at Garnett’s Lagoons 
 Susan River Hervey Bay, Gregory Road Hays Inlet, Lytton Claypan No 1, Luggage Point and Queensland 
 Aluminium Limited Gladstone and during March and April counts 
Collared Sparrowhawk: Queensland Aluminium Limited Gladstone (1) on 27.03.26 
Swamp Harrier: Port of Brisbane complex (1) on 19.04.26 and Queensland Aluminium Limited Gladstone (1) on 
 21.02.26 
Spotted Harrier: Orchard Road dam Redland Bay (1) on 01.04.26 
Black Kite: Kinka Wetlands Yeppoon (7) on 18.04.26 and Noosa River mouth sandbanks (3) on 20.04.26 
Brahminy Kite: Luggage Point (3) on 22.03.26 
White-bellied Sea Eagle: Luggage Point (3) on 22.03.26 
Nankeen Kestrel: Queensland Aluminium Limited Gladstone (1) on 05.03.26 and Port of Brisbane complex (1) 
 on 22.02.26 
Australian Hobby: Garnett’s Lagoons Susan River Hervey Bay (1) on 21.02.26 
Brown Falcon: Kinka Wetlands Yeppoon (1) on 18.04.26.  
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Wader Watch by Jon Coleman 

 
Welcome to Wader Watch.  For the period mid-February to early-May 2026.  Over this period a total of 1,219 
records were received with the breakdown of those records shown below.  Our migratory shorebirds where most 
of our records come from were present at the beginning of this reporting period but departed during the period 
hence the uplift in the number of overseas sightings. 

Green Leg Flag sightings seen in QLD 
A total of 1,193 records of green flagged shorebirds were recorded during this period. 
 

Green Leg Flag Sightings seen Overseas 
Terek Sandpiper 

DST, 01/05/2026, Lijia Estuary, Taitung County, Taiwan: Kuan Chia Hsiu 
Bar-tailed Godwit 

FXX – 18/04/2026, Arao Tidal Flat, Kumamoto, Japan: via Facebook 
AKY – 01/05/2026, Arao Tidal Flat, Kumamoto, Japan: via Facebook 
BHJ-18/04/2026, Songdo, Gojan Mudflat, South Korea: Gunhee Lee 
FAN-21/03/2026, Deoksan-ri, South Korea: Ho Myoung 
KM-27/04/2026, Seocheon Wetland, South Korea: via Facebook 
JHP-14/04/2026, Aphae Island, South Korea: Andreas Kim 
JHP-18/04/2026, Aphae Island, South Korea: Seokyee Kim 
JHP-30/04/2026, Aphae Island, South Korea: Andreas Kim 
JAB-18/04/2026, Aphae Island, South Korea: Andreas Kim 
JAB-19/04/2026, Aphae Island, South Korea: Seokyee Kim 
JAB-26/04/2026, Aphae Island, South Korea: Andreas Kim 
JAB-28/04/2026, Aphae Island, South Korea: Andreas Kim 
JAB-30/04/2026, Aphae Island, South Korea: Andreas Kim 
EC-19/04/2026, Aphae Island, South Korea: Seokyee Kim 
EC-28/04/2026, Aphae Island, South Korea: Andreas Kim 
JHP-20/04/2026, Aphae Island, South Korea: Andreas Kim 
JHP-26/04/2026, Aphae Island, South Korea: Andreas Kim 
JAB-20/04/2026, Aphae Island, South Korea: Andreas Kim 
EC-20/04/2026, Aphae Island, South Korea: Andreas Kim 
EC-26/04/2026, Aphae Island, South Korea: Andreas Kim 
EC-30/04/2026, Aphae Island, South Korea: Andreas Kim 

Greater Sandplover 
FFA – 29/03/2026, Hualia River, Taiwan: Ms Huang Yueh-Chi 

Grey-tailed Tattler 
ACX – 04/05/2026, Ushimizu coast, Arao City, Kumamoto, Japan: via Facebook 

Siberian Sandplover 
CAB – 26/04/2026, Ngiwal Old Rock Pier, Palau: Milang Eberdong, Rlene Steffy, Lori Steffy 

 

Green Leg Flag Sightings seen Interstate 
Pied Oystercatcher 

ATF – 19/02/2026, Serpentine, Ballina, NSW: ABBBS 
ATJ -12/04/2026, Esk, NSW, ABBBS 

 

INTERSTATE FLAGGED BIRDS SEEN IN QLD 
Yellow Flagged Pied Oystercatchers from NSW 

J4-17/04/2026, Sandgate Foreshore: Penn Lloyd 
 

OVERSEAS FLAGGED BIRDS SEEN IN QLD 
Black over white or white over black (Shanghai, China) leg flag sightings 
Great Knot 

J62-25/03/2026, Thorneside Esplanade: Arthur Keates 
J62-26/03/2026, Thorneside Esplanade: Arthur Keates 
J62-27/03/2026, Thorneside Esplanade: Arthur Keates 
J62-03/04/2026, Thorneside Esplanade: Arthur Keates 
J62-04/04/2026, Thorneside Esplanade: Arthur Keates 
J62-04/04/2026, Wynnum Esplanade: Tony Cotter 
AA1-25/03/2026, Thorneside Esplanade: Arthur Keates 
AA1-27/03/2026, Thorneside Esplanade: Arthur Keates 
AA1-29/03/2026, Wynnum Esplanade: Martin Taylor  
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Blue or Blue over White or (Japan) leg flag sightings 
Grey-tailed Tattler 

T57-18/03/2026, Cairns Esplanade: Jun Matsui 
H06-06/04/2026, Wynnum Esplanade: Tony Cotter 
H06-11/04/2026, Wynnum Esplanade: Tony Cotter 
H06-28/04/2026, Wynnum Esplanade: Tony Cotter 
Plain-12/04/2026, Wynnum Esplanade: Tony Cotter 
Plain-23/04/2026, Wynnum Esplanade: Tony Cotter 
Plain-29/04/2026, Wynnum Esplanade: Tony Cotter 

Lesser Sandplover 
Plain – 29/03/2026, Sandgate Foreshore: Rob Shore 

 
The following people and organisations contributed the data used in this report with apologies for any inadvertent 
omission: 

ABBBS, Andreas Kim, Anne Lawrence, Arthur Keates, Chris Wood, Donna Gilbert, Eleanor Groat, 
FaceBook, Greg Dietrich, Gunhee Lee, Ho Myoung, Jeffrey Addison, John Lawson, Jun Matsui, Kevin 
Fielding, Kuan Chia Hsiu, Lorix Bertling, Lutuyinxuan, Martin Taylor, Margaret Waller, Mengshuai Ge, 
Michael Strong, Mikiya Oikawa, Milang Eberdong, Rlene Steffy, Lori Steffy, Mirae Oh, Huang Yueh-Chi, 
Paul Cuddihy, Penn Lloyd, Phil Cross, Rob Shore, Sara Thomas, Seokyee Kim, Simon Smith, Stephen 
Johnson, Ted Piahana, Tomoki Oguchi, Tony Cotter, Trish Simonetta, Ziyou Yang 

 
Every record received is incredibly valuable so thank you to everyone who contributed their sightings. Please 
remember if your submitting sightings to use our web site and enter your records there as we can process them 
online, they’re easy to enter and far easier to manage through that way. The web site is www.waders.org.au and 
click on the Report a Banded/ Leg Flagged Bird link on the home page. When completing a report only record 
what you see and don’t assume anything in terms of which leg the flag is on, or any other details, we’ll work with 
what you provide.  
 
 

Wader ID Days 
 

Date:   Wednesday 22 July 2026. 
Time:   9:00am start. 
Location:  King Island, Wellington Point. 
Walk leader: Gary Kane. 
Phone:  0412 423 023. 
Email:  garykane1@gmail.com. 
Grade  2 walk. 
 
 
This is the classic low tide walk from Wellington Point to King Island. As well as the usual Bayside birds, we'll be 
on the lookout for Double-banded Plovers visiting from New Zealand and other migratory shorebirds that have 
decided to stay in the southern hemisphere for the winter.  
 
The walk should be easy, but we are planning to get wet and muddy. We'll be walking out over the sand 
isthmus, then continuing to the rocky outcrop to the north of the Island and coming back over the mudflats to the 
east of the Island. You will need footwear you are happy to get wet and muddy, like old sneakers, sandals, 
gumboots or waterproof hiking boots. Bring your telescope if you have one, as the shorebirds can be tricky to 
spot. 
 
Low tide will be 0.62m at 09:21, and high tide will be 1.97m at 4:10pm. 
 
Meet in the first car park as you arrive at Wellington Point Recreation Reserve. This is the car park near the 
children’s play area and public toilets. We can have morning tea under the big fig tree, and hope the Nankeen 
Night-herons are still there. See link: meeting place. 
 
In addition to appropriate footwear, bring the unusual hat, windproof jacket, sunscreen, insect repellent, chair 
and morning tea to share at the bird call at the end of the outing. 
 
  

https://maps.app.goo.gl/qYGiiC1wwkQ1GZEU7
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Wader ID Days Reports 
 

QWSG social event - Nudgee Beach - 14 March 2026 
Fourteen QWSG members participated in a walk on the mudflats at Nudgee Beach on an incoming tide, 
followed by a bring-a-plate picnic.  The conditions were near perfect with plenty of mud, a light breeze, light 
cloud cover and a good selection of shorebirds.  There was a mix of beginners and experienced members who 
helped identify the birds.  The picnic was a great opportunity for informal chats, and no formal business was 
conducted.  The best bird was an Asian Dowitcher, which unfortunately flew before most of the group could get 
onto it, as the tide finally came in and the bulk of the birds departed. 

 

 
QWSG members watching birds. Photo: Neil Roche-Kelly. 

 

 
Pied Oystercatcher watching QWSG members. Photo: Neil Roche-Kelly. 
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Siberian Sand-plover. Photo: Neil Roche-Kelly. 

 

 
Little Tern. Photo: Neil Roche-Kelly. 

 

 
Curlew Sandpiper departing as the finally tide came in. Photo: Neil Roche-Kelly. 

 
Bird List 

Asian Dowitcher 1, Australian Pied Oystercatcher 16, Pacific Golden-Plover 50, Masked Lapwing 4, 
Siberian Sand-Plover 11, Eurasian Whimbrel 23, Eastern Curlew 2, Bar-tailed Godwit 70, Terek 
Sandpiper 5, Grey-tailed Tattler 249, Ruddy Turnstone 2, Great Knot 110, Curlew Sandpiper 10, Silver 
Gull 29, Little Tern 6, Australian Tern 3, Caspian Tern 2, Crested Tern 3, Australian White Ibis 45, Royal 
Spoonbill 1, Little Egret 5, White-faced Heron 10, Little Heron 2, Great Egret 4, Plumed Egret 7, Osprey 
1, Brahminy Kite 1, White-bellied Sea-Eagle 1 

 
See eBird list: https://ebird.org/checklist/S278251873 
  

https://ebird.org/checklist/S309699801
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Wynnum Esplanade, Wynnum - Foreshore walk,  
Saturday 28 March 2026 
 
Forty-one people turned up on a near perfect Saturday afternoon for a walk along the Wynnum foreshore to 
enjoy the shorebirds.  The skies were clear, temperature was 25oC and there was a mild breeze from the 
southeast.  The tide was incoming, which was perfect or good viewing as the birds were forced to come close to 
the shore.  We saw 28 species, including 7 migratory shorebirds: Pacific Golden-Plover, Siberian Sand-Plover, 
Eurasian Whimbrel, Bar-tailed Godwit, Grey-tailed Tattler, Great Knot and Red-necked Stint.  Many of these 
were in full breeding plumage as they prepared to fly to the northern arctic.  It came as a surprise to some that 
these amazing birds can be seen here most days and did not just show up for our event.  The Queensland 
Wader Study Group provided 4 extra telescopes, so everyone had chance to have a good look at the birds. We 
even had locals stop to chat and look at the shorebirds, many for the first time. 
 

 
Wynnum foreshore group. Photo: Arthur Keates. 

 
Bar-tailed Godwit and Great Knot in breeding plumage. Photo: Susan Whittington. 

 
Grey-tailed Tattler in breeding plumage. Photo: Luke Sbeghen. 
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Pacific Golden-Plover and Siberian Sand-Plover in breeding plumage. Photo: Luke Sbeghen. 
 
Bird List: 28 species. 

Rock Dove (Feral Pigeon), Crested Pigeon, Australian Pied Oystercatcher, Pacific Golden-Plover, 
Masked Lapwing, Siberian Sand-Plover, Eurasian Whimbrel, Bar-tailed Godwit, Grey-tailed Tattler, 
Great Knot, Red-necked Stint, Silver Gull, Australian Tern, Caspian Tern, Crested Tern, White-faced 
Heron, Little Heron, Australian Pelican, Brahminy Kite, White-bellied Sea-Eagle, Little Corella, Sulphur-
crested Cockatoo, Rainbow Lorikeet, Noisy Miner, Rufous Whistler, Willie Wagtail, Grey Fantail, 
Magpie-lark. 

For the eBird list, see link: https://ebird.org/checklist/S314129103. 
By Gary Kane 
 

Oyster Point Park, Cleveland - Foreshore event 
Sunday 12 April 2026 
 
Twenty-one people gathered at Oyster Point on a very pleasant Sunday afternoon to see what shorebirds would 
turn up at this high tide staging area. While we only saw four species of migratory birds, everyone enjoyed the 
occasion and the picnic afterwards. It was a good opportunity for old members to catch up and for new 
members to meet others from the group for the first time. A wide range of members came including a group 
from Toowoomba, a couple who had just moved from Townsville and some locals who had only just joined the 
group. It was widely agreed that the shared picnic was up to the normal high standard. However, the flock of 25 
Terek Sandpipers that flew in was probably the highlight of the afternoon.  
 
Bird List: 28 species. 

Australian Brushturkey, Pied Stilt, Masked Lapwing, Eurasian Whimbrel, Bar-tailed Godwit, Terek 
Sandpiper, Common Greenshank, Australian Tern, Crested Tern, Little Black Cormorant, Australian 
White Ibis, Straw-necked Ibis, Little Egret, White-faced Heron, Great Egret, Australian Pelican, Brown 
Goshawk, Brahminy Kite, Whistling Kite, White-bellied Sea-Eagle, Noisy Miner, Mangrove Honeyeater, 
Pied Butcherbird, Australian Magpie, Willie Wagtail, Torresian Crow, Welcome Swallow. 
 

For the eBird list, see link: https://ebird.org/checklist/S320431942. 
By Gary Kane  

https://ebird.org/checklist/S314129103
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25 Terek Sandpipers flew in. Photos: Mark Tarnawski. 
 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

 
Bar-tailed Godwit - Sighted and Photographed in South Korea  
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NEW MEMBERS 
 

We welcome the following new members who have joined recently: 
Frank Ekin,  Jo Fryer,  Leonie Huijser,  Neil Roche-Kelly, 

Kim Marston,  Gwyn Morris,  Aidan O'Brien, 
Mandy Sinclair,  Flynte Trace,  Randall Wood,  Xiang Zhao 

 
A reminder to members, please let the Treasurer know if you change your email address.     If you do, please 
make sure that it does allow delivery and not send downloads to spam. 
 

Many thanks too to those who have included a donation with their renewal or membership fee.  This is greatly 
appreciated as such donations make on-going work possible. 

 

QWSG Activities Report - March to end May 
Monthly Counts    Port of Brisbane Counts 
21st March    22nd March 
18th April    19th March 
16th May    17th May cancelled due to ground conditions 
 
Committee Meeting 
 12th March 7 Members present 
 14th May 8 Members present 
 
Id days and Walks 

8th March – Manly Boat Harbour 
14th March - Nudgee Beach Walk. 
28th March - Wynnum foreshore, Wynnum Walk 
12th April - Oyster Point Park, Cleveland Walk 

 
Meetings 
Moreton Bay City Council shorebird meeting 
 AWSG committee meeting 2x 
 BCC meeting for the exchange visit with Narashino City council in October   2026 
 
Other 
Sponsoring Australasian Shorebird Conference in September 2026 ($3000) 
 

Other Conservation Activities of Interest 

  

  
 QWSG is a special interest group of the Birds Queensland Inc. whose object is: 
 “To promote the scientific study and conservation of birds by all means possible, with  
 particular reference to the birds of Queensland”. 
 Separate membership is required. 

 Contacts: President,    Andrea Schafer   president@birdsqueensland.org.au  
                 Secretary,    Judy Neilson         secretary@birdsqueensland.org.au  
                 Treasurer,    Sue Foley             treasurer@birdsqueensland.org.au  
Please note that there will be our AGM after this Newsletter goes out so, there might be changes 
to positions. 
 

Queensland Ornithological Conference - 2026 
Saturday 25 July 2026  
Birds Queensland and Birdlife Southern Queensland are working together to organise and run 
the 2026 Queensland Ornithological Conference (QOC).  The conference will be on Saturday 25 
July 2026 at Sirromet Winery in Mount Cotton with more details coming soon.  Previous QOCs 
have been well attended and enjoyed by BQ members.  If you are planning to attend and would 
be willing to help out with small tasks on the day or have appropriate contacts that might be willing 
to be a sponsor or donate prizes for the fundraising raffle, please email the BQ Secretary at 
secretary@birdsqueensland.org.au .  

mailto:president@birdsqueensland.org.au
mailto:secretary@birdsqueensland.org.au
mailto:treasurer@birdsqueensland.org.au
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QWSG CONTACTS 
QUEENSLAND WADER 
The Official Quarterly Publication of Queensland Wader Study Group  
 
Website www.waders.org.au 

Facebook https://www.facebook.com/QueenslandWaderStudyGroup/ 
 

MEMBERS of the MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE of the QWSG  
CHAIRPERSON:  David Edwards  (07) 3262 2017 chairperson@waders.org.au 
TREASURER   Judith Giles  0428 545 801 treasurer@waders.org.au 
SECRETARY:   Gary Kane  0412 423 023 secretary@waders.org.au  
 
QWSG COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

Keyur Bhatti     Jon Coleman  0467 785 682 
Paul Finn  0480 177 792  Pascale Greener  
Peter Harms  0419 753 441  Andy Jensen   
Paul Maxwell     Melissa Whitby   

 
COUNT COORDINATOR: Linda Cross  07 5495 2758 Email  counts@waders.org.au  

LEG FLAG COORDINATOR Jon Coleman  0467 785 682 Email  legflags@waders.org.au  
MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY Andy Jensen    Email membership@waders.org.au 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR: David Edwards  (07) 3262 2017 Email gouldian6@bigpond.com 
EDUCATION OFFICER  Vacant 
SOCIAL MEDIA OFFICER Pascale Greener   Email pascale.greener@gmail.com 
 
BQ PRESIDENT Andrea Schafer  Email president@birdsqueensland.org.au  
Please note that there will be our AGM after this Newsletter goes out so, there might be changes to positions. 
CORRESPONDENCE All correspondence to:  
   The QWSG Secretary, 
    PO Box 3138, 
    SOUTH BRISBANE, 
    QLD 4101. 
 
CHANGE OF PERSONAL DETAILS: Please notify the Membership Secretary as soon as possible of any changes. 
 
SUBSCRIPTIONS Annual subscription rates:  
   Single: $15:00 
   Student/Pensioner: $10:00 
   Family: $25:00  
   A receipt will be forwarded if required. 
Please note our bank is no longer taking cheques. 
 
Forward application to:  
  Membership Secretary or QWSG Treasurer, 
    PO Box 3138, 
    SOUTH BRISBANE, 
    QLD 4101. 
Members are reminded their membership expires on the date shown on the newsletter address label, and the 
membership joining/renewal form is now on the back page.  Note: that your subscription will fall due twelve (12) 
months after date of joining the QWSG or date of renewal, and only one further newsletter will be sent after expiry of 
your subscription.  
 
Copy Deadline for the next issue of Queensland Wader is August 14 th, 2026 
Contributions should be addressed to:  
David Edwards, the QWSG Editor, 54 Elliott Street, Clayfield, Qld 4011 
or E-mail to:  gouldian6@bigpond.com 
 
Opinions expressed in Queensland Wader are those of the individual contributors and are not necessarily those of 
the Queensland Waders Study Group, Birds Queensland nor Queensland Ornithology Society Inc. 
 
PRINTED BY: PrintCorp Pty Ltd. 
admin@printcorp.net.au  

http://www.waders.org.au/
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 Count Activities – 2026  
 
 
 
 
 
 

QWSG High Tide – Monthly Count Program 2026 
Sat 13 Jun 1.96m at 07:21  Optional count    
Sat 18 Jul 1.96m at 12:30  National Winter Count    
Sat 15 Aug 2.07m at 11:18 
Sat 12 Sep 2.17m at 10:13 
Sat 10 Oct  2.25m at 09:10 
Sat 7 Nov 2.27m at 08:07  
Sat 12 Dec 2.36m at 11:23 

Counters Rockhampton and north – please select a date as close as possible to the count programme Sat day 
with suitable tides to enable you to complete your counts. 
 

QWSG Port of Brisbane – Monthly Count Program 2026 
Sun 14 Jun 1.91m at 08:20  Meet  07:15 
Sun 19 Jul  1.95m at 13:16  Meet  12:15 National Winter Count 
Sun 16 Aug 2.08m at 11:59  Meet 10:40 
Sun 13 Sep 2.20m at 10:50  Meet 09:30 
Sun 11 Oct 2.30m at 09:46  Meet 08:25 
Sun 8 Nov 2.35m at 08:45  Meet 07:25 
Sun 13 Dec 2.32m at 11:58  Meet 10:40 
Please note meeting times may change at the last minute depending on the number of attendees on the day. 
 

MEMBERSHIP/RENEWAL APPLICATION 

A reminder to members: please check to see if your renewal is due and please let the Treasurer know if you 
change your contact details. 
Details may also be entered and/or updated on the QWSG website:  
www.waders.org.au where you may pay your subscription via PayPal 
 
I / We wish to join / renew: (Single: $15; Family: $25; Student/Pensioner: $10) 
Title:….. First name: …………………………. Surname: …………………………………………. 
Address:…………………………………………………………………............. Membership: $…………… 
…………………………………………………………..    Postcode:……….       Donation: $…………… 
            Payment enclosed: $_________  
 
Phone: (Home) ……………………….. (Work) ………………………(Mobile)……………………… 
Email ……………………………………………………………………..……………………………….. 
 
How did you hear about QWSG?.................................................................................................... 
Are you a member of Birds Queensland? ................... 
What activities do you wish to participate in? (Please circle) 
WADER COUNTS, FIELD TRIPS, SCIENTIFIC DATA COLLECTION, SURVEYS, CLERICAL, 
OTHER (specify :………………………………………..……………………………………………….) 
 
You will receive your newsletter (colour version) by E-mail…………………………… 
 
Signature …………………………………………………. Date:……………………………………… 
 
Please email this form to: membership@waders.org.au 
Direct funds transfer to:   OR Please post this form to: QWSG Membership Secretary 

Qld Wader Study Group     PO Box 3138, 
BSB: 313 140 (Bank Australia)     SOUTH BRISBANE, 

 Account number: 08305297    QLD 4101. 

Please note our bank is no longer taking cheques. 
 

http://www.waders.org.au/
mailto:membership@waders.org.au

