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He said he was in awe of her commitment to realising her dream.  "I'm getting behind Milly because of her 
dedication and commitment to our shorebirds, our waterways, and the undeniable connection of our landscapes 
— the ones our birds rely on from Siberia, to Broome, and beyond," he said.  "She's fearless, fastidious, and 
freaking awesome!" 
 

 
An illustration by Ms Formby of her upcoming travel route around Australia.(Supplied: Milly Formby) 

 
What's next? 
Ms Formby said she still wanted to travel the East Asian-Australasian Flyway.  "That's a massive dream I would 
love to do, but I have to do things one step at a time," she said.  Now based in Newcastle, she said she was 
thrilled to bond with bird lovers from around the country in the meantime.  "Teaching people about shorebirds, 
teaching people how to identify the birds, and seeing people connect to the shorebirds themselves is a huge thing 
for me," Ms Formby said.  "I love being able to share this project. The microlight is a vehicle to do so." 
 
And she will continue telling the story of the shorebirds and their impressive trek across the world, one which she 
believes helps us realise how humans and the environment are intrinsically linked.  "Shorebirds are our greatest 
teachers about how we're all connected to one another through a global ecological network," she said.  "The 
wetlands are like a chain — any one of those fails, the whole chain collapses.  "Protecting the habitat is essential 
for our own health and wellbeing. They protect our coast from storms, clean our water, and provide us with food, 
and shorebirds are a way to connect people with that. 

"They remind us we are part of nature and not separate to it." 
 

Another Stint in Bowling Green Bay 
 
As part of a Queensland Community Sustainability Grant project, QWSG recently conducted the second year of 
surveys of migratory shorebird numbers along the coastline of the Bowling Green Bay Ramsar wetland. Aerial, 
boat and ground surveys were conducted at 19 sites from the Port of Townsville in the north to the Burdekin River 
mouth in the south. 
 
The highest numbers of shorebirds were seen at the Burdekin River delta (4100+), the Alva claypan (2680+) and 
the mouth of the Ross River (1250+). The sandbanks at the mouth of the Burdekin River produced the highest 
total count (3770+) comprising 16 migratory species of shorebirds and 4 species of terns.  
 

 
A mixed flock predominantly sand-plovers at the Burdekin River mouth  
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Counted at 9 sites, Red-necked Stint was the most abundant species (3470+); the majority at the Alva claypan 
(1880+) followed by the Burdekin River mouth (890+). The second-most abundant species overall was Great Knot 
(2180+) at 9 sites followed by the threatened Greater Sand Plover (1980+) at 11 sites; the vast majority at the 
Burdekin River mouth (1390+). 
 

 
A tight flock of Great Knots with Bar-tailed Godwits, Red Knots and terns on the shore at the mouth of the Ross 

River 
 

 
Terek Sandpipers in mangrove on Burdekin River 

 
This year’s standout species is Pacific Golden Plover, an impressive count of 424 on a sandbank at the mouth 
of Plantation Creek, the only site not surveyed last year. 
 
QWSG thanks the Gudjuda Land and Sea Rangers for their involvement in the surveys. 
 
Article and Photos Arthur Keates 
  


