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GREAT SANDY STRAIT WADER SURVEY 
10th–12th OCTOBER, 2014 

 
The Queensland Wader Study Group made their 13th complete survey of the Great Sandy Strait region 
between 10 – 12 October, 2014.  A total of 23,629 waders of 28 species were counted at 54 roosts by 28 
members and friends. Participants came from Brisbane, Sunshine coast, Gympie and Hervey Bay, joined the 
survey, including eight from the Great Sandy Strait region.  The total count of waders this year was similar to 
the count from the last survey in December 2013 and was substantially lower than counted in January 2012.  
Counts of Eastern Curlew, Great Knot, Pacific Golden Plover and Terek Sandpiper have declined in each of 
the last two surveys.  Only Whimbrel counts appear to be higher in this survey.  The lower counts of some 
species may have been due to the different season that this survey was made.  However, in other species it 
is also probably at least partially due to declining populations.  The numbers of resident waders and waterbirds 
were also lower than in previous surveys.  This is most likely due to the extremely dry conditions over the last 
three months reducing the available habitats.  No breeding by resident waders was recorded during the survey, 
although the islands in the northern GSS were not systematically surveyed.  These islands have had most of 
the wader breeding records in previous surveys. 
 
The survey found a total of 3298 waterbirds and terns of 34 species. This count was about a third of that 
counted in the last survey and half that counted in January, 2012.  The highest counts were of Gull-billed and 
Little Terns.  Despite this, the Little Tern count was only 11% of that counted last December.  The low count 
suggests that the majority of the migrant Little Terns had not arrived in the GSS yet from the northern 
hemisphere. 
 
Some of the highest roost counts 

4000 Bar-tailed Godwit at Pelican Banks, Fraser Is 
1728 Bar-tailed Godwit at Moon Pt Meereenyoor Ck, Fraser Is 
965 Red-necked Stint at Moon Pt Meereenyoor Ck, Fraser Is 
450 Grey-tailed Tattler at Poyungan Rocks 
376 Eastern Curlew at Mangrove Pt claypan 

 
Flag sightings (minus Maaroom) 

3 Bar-tailed Godwit with orange flags 
1 Red Knot with orange flag 
1 Grey-tailed Tattler with a green flag 

 
Summary of the wader counts made during the last three Great Sandy Strait surveys 
 

Common name Jan-12 Dec-13 Oct-14 
Australian Pied Oystercatcher 475 232 151 
Bar-tailed Godwit 19507 12366 13574 
Beach Stone-curlew 12 3 5 
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Common name Jan-12 Dec-13 Oct-14 
Black-fronted Dotterel 1 6 2 
Black-tailed Godwit 16 10 2 
Black-winged Stilt 346 1094 308 
Comb-crested Jacana 18 10 0 
Common Greenshank 245 229 190 
Curlew Sandpiper 189 161 242 
Eastern Curlew 2104 1394 1268 
Great Knot 1793 1471 884 
Greater Sand Plover 780 53 286 
Grey Plover 123 106 234 
Grey-tailed Tattler 1349 634 1164 
Latham's Snipe 2 5 2 
Lesser Sand Plover 1362 529 824 
Marsh Sandpiper 5 51 10 
Masked Lapwing 92 78 52 
Pacific Golden Plover 234 191 134 
Red Knot 211 23 178 
Red-capped Plover 461 491 82 
Red-kneed Dotterel 0 75 14 
Red-necked Avocet 97 1 0 
Red-necked Stint 1807 1344 2098 
Ruddy Turnstone 24 3 10 
Sanderling 0 10 18 
Sharp-tailed Sandpiper 244 322 179 
Sooty Oystercatcher 9 6 2 
Terek Sandpiper 638 224 136 
Wandering Tattler 6 0 0 
Whimbrel 821 938 1321 
TOTAL WADERS 32971 22060 23361 
Australasian Darter 12 2 0 
Australasian Grebe 20 68 4 
Australasian Shoveler 0 0 8 
Australian Pelican 7 192 104 
Australian White Ibis 26 81 33 
Australian Wood Duck 0 11 18 
Black Swan 122 2 112 
Black-necked Stork 2 1 23 
Brahminy Kite 9 9 12 
Brolga 2 2 0 
Buff-banded Rail 0 1 0 
Caspian Tern 89 126 64 
Cattle Egret 54 15 2 
Chestnut Teal 4 22 0 
Common Tern 2751 1000 140 
Crested Tern 273 41 254 
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Common name Jan-12 Dec-13 Oct-14 
Dusky Moorhen 34 8 0 
Eastern Great Egret 4 4 3 
Eastern Osprey 14 11 13 
Eastern Reef Egret 3 8 3 
Eurasian Coot 6 103 1 
Glossy Ibis 0 15 8 
Great Cormorant 0 3 0 
Grey Teal 22 164 41 
Gull-billed Tern 700 1150 855 
Hardhead 0 33 0 
Intermediate Egret 1 4 1 
Lesser Crested Tern 0 1 0 
Little Black Cormorant 60 34 24 
Little Egret 65 26 113 
Little Pied Cormorant 15 15 3 
Little Tern 1137 7053 808 
Pacific Black Duck 105 153 24 
Pied Cormorant 26 65 258 
Purple Swamphen 121 77 0 
Royal Spoonbill 6 42 92 
Silver Gull 351 175 52 
Straw-necked Ibis 0 12 6 
Striated Heron 6 5 1 
Whiskered Tern 0 94 87 
Whistling Kite 10 16 12 
White-bellied Sea-eagle 2 12 11 
White-faced Heron 47 51 67 
White-necked Heron 0 1 0 
Yellow-billed Spoonbill 0 2 0 
TOTAL OTHERS 6106 10910 3298 
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