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Great Sandy Strait Survey 19th – 22nd January 2018 
 

Queensland Wader Study Group members rose to the cause yet again to undertake another complete survey of 
the Great Sandy Strait over the weekend of 20 – 21 January 2018.  This was some member’s second survey 
expedition of the summer, after a very successful trip to the Mackay region in November 2017 when almost 22,000 
waders were seen.  The January 2018 survey in Great Sandy Strait found almost 21,000 waders and the total 
count of waders was similar to the most recent survey in February 2016. The total count of other coastal birds 
was much higher than the previous survey (5,109 vs. 863).  This increase was due mostly to a higher count of 
Little Terns on the southern ocean beach of Fraser Is. 
Highlights of the survey included higher numbers of Greater Sand-plover and Pacific Golden-plover. These were 
offset by lower counts of Bar-tailed Godwit, Eastern Curlew, Lesser Sand-plover and Terek Sandpiper.  Some of 
these reductions in overall count may be due to tidal or seasonal patterns in overall abundance as birds move 
between roosts and regions preparing for migration.  Thus, QWSG may be better to undertake the next complete 
Great Sandy Strait survey (planned for 2020) later in the non-breeding season, possibly during late February to 
early March. 

The survey was timed to try and coincide the seasonal maxima of Grey-tailed Tattler, Lesser Sand-Plover or Terek 
Sandpiper, However, at this time of year, tides are well above mean high-water spring tide.  Mean high water 
spring tide is the target tide height for all QWSG counts. The very high tides on the survey weekend made counting 
more challenging as birds were often forced off the known roosts well before high tide.  This probably contributed 
to a lower Great Sandy Strait count overall as fewer birds were seen at several roosts.   

Thanks to a great turn out by local QWSG members, fewer members needed to travel from Brisbane to help with 
the survey.  Queensland Department of Environment and Science (DES) staff again provided vessel support on 
two days to survey Fraser Is sites around Moon Pt as well as the central Great Sandy Strait Is.  Don and Lesley 
Bradley surveyed the islands in the northern Great Sandy Strait with their own boat as they have done on many 
previous surveys.  Similarly, Peter Driscoll took on surveying the roosts on the southern Great Sandy Strait islands 
and remote inlets.  He also backed up the next day to survey islands in the northern-central part of the Great 
Sandy Strait where several new tree roosts for Whimbrel and Grey-tailed Tattler were discovered. 

We would also like to thank the following property owners for allowing QWSG access onto their properties to 
survey the birds.  Garnet Bengston (Garnet’s Lagoons, Hervery Bay), Lindsay and Noela Titmarsh (Tandora, 
Maryborough) and Jim and Jane Woods (Woojari, Tinnanbar). 

Summary of the wader and other birds counted during the last five surveys of Great Sandy Strait. 

Common name Jan-12 Dec-13 Oct-14 Feb-16 Jan-18 

Asian Dowitcher 0 0 0 5 0 
Australian Pied 
Oystercatcher 475 232 147 316 259 

Bar-tailed Godwit 19507 12366 13807 10210 9616 
Beach Stone-curlew 12 3 6 9 6 

Black-fronted Dotterel 1 6 2 2 5 
Black-tailed Godwit 16 10 2 14 5 
Black-winged Stilt 346 1094 314 178 631 

Comb-crested Jacana 18 10 0 0 7 
Common Greenshank 245 229 194 162 191 

Curlew Sandpiper 189 161 242 100 187 
Eastern Curlew 2104 1394 1275 1417 1219 

Great Knot 1793 1471 889 2569 2218 
Greater Sand Plover 780 53 286 15 808 

Grey Plover 123 106 234 54 135 
Grey-tailed Tattler 1349 634 1164 1987 1344 

Latham's Snipe 2 5 2 1 0 
Lesser Sand Plover 1362 529 824 408 291 
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Common name Jan-12 Dec-13 Oct-14 Feb-16 Jan-18 
Marsh Sandpiper 5 51 10 25 58 
Masked Lapwing 92 78 53 80 78 

Pacific Golden Plover 234 191 134 196 373 
Red Knot 211 23 180 56 4 

Red-capped Plover 461 491 82 308 379 
Red-kneed Dotterel 0 75 14 0 4 
Red-necked Avocet 97 1 0 0 0 
Red-necked Stint 1807 1344 2102 1294 1503 
Ruddy Turnstone 24 3 10 34 1 

Sanderling 0 10 18 0 24 
Sharp-tailed Sandpiper 244 322 179 84 104 

Sooty Oystercatcher 9 6 2 11 0 
Terek Sandpiper 638 224 136 631 147 
Wandering Tattler 6 0 0 2 6 

Whimbrel 821 938 1321 831 1196 
Wood Sandpiper 0 0 0 2 0 

TOTAL WADERS 32971 22060 23629 21001 20799 
    

  
Australasian Darter 12 2 0  1 
Australasian Grebe 20 68 4 2 10 

Australasian Shoveler 0 0 8  1 
Australian Pelican 7 192 104 100 103 

Australian White Ibis 26 81 33 62 53 
Australian Wood Duck 0 11 18 0 38 

Baillon's Crake 0 0 0 0 1 
Black Swan 122 2 112 3 67 

Black-necked Stork 2 1 23 1 0 
Brahminy Kite 9 9 12 2 2 

Brolga 2 2 0 2 0 
Buff-banded Rail 0 1 0 0 1 

Caspian Tern 89 126 64 87 110 
Cattle Egret 54 15 2 25 58 

Chestnut Teal 4 22 0 1 0 
Common Tern 2751 1000 140 7 3 
Crested Tern 273 41 250 134 347 

Dusky Moorhen 34 8 0 9 0 
Eastern Great Egret 4 4 3 10 9 

Eastern Osprey 14 11 13 11 8 
Eastern Reef Egret 3 8 3 3 12 

Eurasian Coot 6 103 1 0 17 
Glossy Ibis 0 15 8 0 31 

Great Cormorant 0 3 0 0 0 
Grey Teal 22 164 41 36 94 
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Common name Jan-12 Dec-13 Oct-14 Feb-16 Jan-18 
Gull-billed Tern 700 1150 856 8 748 

Hardhead 0 33 0 0 22 

Hoary-headed Grebe 0 0 0 0 1 
Intermediate Egret 1 4 1 7 2 

Lesser Crested Tern 0 1 0 0 1 
Little Black Cormorant 60 34 24 2 15 

Little Egret 65 26 113 54 37 
Little Pied Cormorant 15 15 3 7 9 

Little Tern 1137 7053 808 81 2488 
Pacific Black Duck 105 153 24 22 30 

Pied Cormorant 26 65 257 51 490 
Purple Swamphen 121 77 0 8 9 

Royal Spoonbill 6 42 92 16 61 
Silver Gull 351 175 45 84 134 

Straw-necked Ibis 0 12 6 0 38 
Striated Heron 6 5 1 2 5 

Whiskered Tern 0 94 87 0 0 
Whistling Kite 10 16 13 6 3 

White-bellied Sea-eagle 2 12 13 2 14 
White-faced Heron 47 51 68 18 35 

White-necked Heron 0 1 0 0 1 
Yellow-billed Spoonbill 0 2 0 0 0 

TOTAL OTHER SPECIES 6106 10910 3250 863 5109 
 
Survey participants:  Linda and Phil Cross, Sandra Harding, David Milton, Arthur and Sheryl Keates, Peter 
Driscoll, Kristy Currie, Amelia Selles, John Bell, Peter Tierney, Bill Price, Cecile Espigole, Don and Lesley 
Bradley, John Schwarzrock (DES), Sam Miles (DES), Eduardo Gallo-Cajiao, Dez Wells, Robert Bush, Brad 
Woodworth, Bill and Avis Gauld, Frank Ekin, John Knight, Marilyn Sweetnam, Jane Barnes, Marilyn Jacobs. 
 
 

Shorebird Migration Departures - Autumn 2018 
by Arthur Keates 

 
In Queensland Wader, Issue 96, I reported on migration watch over a period of about 3 weeks in March-April 2016. 
 
While scanning for leg flags and doing shorebird counts in early March 2018, I noted the advanced breeding 
plumage of many migratory species, particularly male Bar-tailed Godwit.  As well as looking resplendent, it was 
apparent the birds were reaching the peak of their physical condition in preparation for the long arduous flight to 
the breeding grounds. 
 
As the end of March neared, I consulted the tide times.  Sheryl and I decided to check out the mudflats and sea 
grass beds at Lota on 28 March on an incoming tide.  We arrived on site 3.5 hours before the 2.04m high tide at 
19:40.  The weather was fine with favourable wind conditions, a 37kph south-easterly. 
 
Within minutes of arrival and setting up our scopes, our attention was drawn to a distant line-up of godwits.  We 
had only just started to watch them when 18 birds lifted into the air, rose to about 30m, circled and then returned 
to the mudflat to the same place from where they took off.  Sensing migration, we concentrated on these birds 
observing their behaviour as they formed a distinct flock while other shorebirds fed nearby.  
  


