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Mackay Survey Report – 17th to 20th October 2019 
  by Linda Cross 
 
The 13th survey of the Mackay region was conducted by the QWSG members and volunteers over the period 17th 
to 20th October.  The area covered is 200km between Repulse Bay, just south of the Conway Ranges and Ince 
Bay south of Sarina.   
 
With a total of 71 sites listed to be surveyed 16 members of the QWSG either flew or drove to Mackay from 
Brisbane, Maryborough and Rockhampton, and a further 3 members in the Mackay region also joined us for the 
count.  
 
Weather conditions in Mackay prior to the survey were of concern, particularly for the boat teams as strong winds 
were being experienced over several days prior to the start.  During previous surveys, the wind has been a 
significant factor in reducing the number of sites that were covered in the region and once again was looking 
problematic for those going out in boats. 
 
Coverage of the southern section of the region on the Friday did not go well and was abandoned before any sites 
were surveyed when the strong winds damaged the boat soon after embarking.  Thankfully, Steve Fisher (our 
skipper in Mackay), managed to repair his vessel so that surveys could be completed on Saturday and Sunday 
when the weather improved considerably. 
 
Of the sites to be surveyed, 54 were completed and 3 new sites (Sandringham Bay Conservation Park, Habana 
Wharf Lagoon and Mackay Port Caravan Park), were added, bringing the total counts to 57.  A dozen of these 
sites were wetland sites with predominately waterbird species and few waders.  QWSG was unable to get access 
to a further 2 wetland sites and land access to sites at Dudgeon Point.  However, the boat team on Sunday 
attempted to count 3 of the Dudgeon Point sites from the water and were able to get some species counts. 
 
Not being able to cover the southern sites at Ince Bay on Friday due to strong winds, and not having full coverage 
of Dudgeon Point sites has resulted in a lower count of waders recorded for the region. If we had been able to 
survey all sites, it is quite possible that the total count would include a further 3,000 to 5,000 waders.   Apart from 
sand plovers at Dudgeon Point site, all species seen were identified and a table listing the results of previous 
surveys, with the additional data from this last count is included with this report.   
 
Our accommodation at Illawong Resort once again was beneficial with the location being close to the Airport for 
picking up and dropping off the members, and having a wader roost (Shellgrit Creek entrance), out in front of the 
resort was an added attraction for some.   I personally completed 2 counts prior to the first survey day. It was 
quite interesting to see the change of species and numbers over the 3 days of counts (notably sand plovers).  
Lesser Sand Plover numbers decreased from 234 to 1 and Greater Sand Plover also decreasing from 166 to 1 
within the 3-day period, while Whimbrel numbers increased from 28 to 109. 
 
The total counts from the survey were 14,590 migratory and 850 resident waders.   Other birds counted comprised 
of waterbirds (3,833), raptors (40), Silver Gull (227) and terns (3,003).  Great Knot accounted for nearly 39% of 
all migratory wader species. 
 
Wader breeding records reported are as follows: 
 
Red-capped Plover – Seaforth Beach creek mouth (2 young approximately two thirds grown and broken wing 
display suggesting further nest/s) – Ball Bay near Seaforth (2 runners and 2 nests with 2 eggs each) – St. Helens 
Beach (2 chicks). 
  
Two flagged birds were observed during the survey.  Both were at Armstrong south point site: 
 
Bar-tailed Godwit – engraved green flag right tibia (banded in Moreton Bay south-east Queensland). 
Great Knot – black flag over white flag right tibia (banded in Chongming Island, China). 
 
Extracts of migratory wader counts are as follows: 

Grey Plover:  Baker’s Creek beach north (70), Deadman’s Creek New Beach (64), Sand Bay roost 1 
 (46) 
Lesser Sand Plover:  Baker’s Creek beach north (468), O’Connell river mouth (400) 
Greater Sand Plover:  Baker’s Creek beach north (215), O’Connell river mouth (200) 
Black-tailed Godwit:  O’Connell River mouth (8), Armstrong south arm (1), Habana Wharf (1) 
Whimbrel:  Baker’s Creek north bank (194) 
Far Eastern Curlew:  Shellgrit Creek entrance (90) 
Common Greenshank:  McEwan’s Beach swamp (29) 
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Grey-tailed Tattler:  Baker’s Creek beach north (175) 
Terek Sandpiper:  Dunrock south arm (70) 
Ruddy Turnstone:  Nell’s Beach, Sand Bay (43), Dudgeon Point (25) 
Great Knot:  O’Connell River mouth (2,000), Deadman’s Creek New Beach (1,950), Nell’s Beach, Sand 
 Bay (975) 
Red Knot:  Baker’s Creek beach north (12), Deadman’s Creek, New Beach (7) 
Red-necked Stint:  Shellgrit Creek entrance (460), Baker’s Creek beach north (390), Nell’s Beach, Sand 
 Bay (334) 
Sharp-tailed Sandpiper:  Lake Barfield, Hay Point (101), Habana Wharf claypan (69). 

 
Other species of interest observed include:  

Beach Stone-curlew:  Pioneer River mouth southbank (4) 
Black-fronted Dotterel:  Mackay Port Caravan Park (7) 
Comb-crested Jacana:  Lake Barfield, Hay Point (25) 
Common Tern: Baker’s Creek beach north (1,472) 
Little Tern: Baker’s Creek beach north (300) 
Lewin’s Rail: Kinchant Dam Borrow Pits (1) 

 
Please note: Due to lack of space, the species table that appears with this report includes only wader species 
and does not include all the years that the surveys were conducted.      
 
QWSG thanks the following landowners for allowing survey teams onto or through their property to conduct the 
counts.  Their cooperation is very much appreciated: 

Joe & Phyllis Abela – owners of Habana Wharf 
Ron and Diane Pullen – owners of Tedlands, Koumala 
Keith Shegog – manager of Tedlands, Koumala 
Vic Welsh – owner of Tedland 2, Koumala 
Judy Hallett – owner of property backing onto Lake Barfield, Hay Point 
Mr. Ziebarth – caretaker at Judy Hallett’s property while she was away. 

 
I would particularly like to personally thank Stephanie Wabnik, Mackay Regional Council, who helped us obtain 
access to some sites, and who took my numerous calls (day and night), when we struck problems in the field.  
 
QWSG extends a special thank you to Steve Fisher who supplied his vehicle, boat and services during 3 days 
of the survey period. 
 
Without the assistance of the people and organisations I have listed in this report, these surveys would not have 
been possible.  QWSG sincerely thank you all for your continued support. My apologies if I have omitted 
anyone. 
 
The participants for this survey are listed below: 
QWSG Members:  Louis Backstrom, Robert Bush, Deirdre Chrzescijanski, Ken Cowell, Linda Cross, Phil Cross, 
 Peter Driscoll, David Edwards, Cecile Espigole, Paul Finn, Rob Kernot, Steve Kerr, Will Price,  
 Peter Rothlisberg, Floss Wainwright and Brad Woodworth. 
 
QWSG Members in Mackay:  Marlis Schoeb and Gerry Woodruff. 
 
Reef Catchments (Mackay Whitsunday Isaac) Limited:  Emma Maxwell. 
 
Mackay Regional Council: Stefanie Wabnik. 
 
Other Mackay participants: Steve Fisher, Indus Fisher and Robert Zimsek. 
 
Space filler because of formatting problem. 
 
Australian Raven,  Little Raven,  Little Crow,  Forest Raven,  Torresian Crow,  Carrion Crow, 
Jackdaw,  Hooded Crow,  Common Raven,  White-necked Raven,  Grey Jay,   
Alpine Chough,  Clark's Nutcracker,  Pinyon Jay, Red-billed Chough,  Pied Crow,   
New Caledonian Crow,  Plush-crested Jay,  Piacpiac 
 

Better known as CORVID - 19 
 
Sorry about that!  

https://www.rspb.org.uk/birds-and-wildlife/wildlife-guides/bird-a-z/carrion-crow/
https://www.rspb.org.uk/birds-and-wildlife/wildlife-guides/bird-a-z/jackdaw/
https://www.rspb.org.uk/birds-and-wildlife/wildlife-guides/bird-a-z/hooded-crow/
https://www.rspb.org.uk/birds-and-wildlife/wildlife-guides/bird-a-z/raven/
http://www.oiseaux-birds.com/card-grey-jay.html
http://www.oiseaux-birds.com/card-clark-nutcracker.html
http://www.oiseaux-birds.com/card-pinyon-jay.html
http://www.oiseaux-birds.com/card-red-billed-chough.html
http://www.oiseaux-birds.com/card-new-caledonian-crow.html
http://www.oiseaux-birds.com/card-plush-crested-jay.html
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MACKAY SURVEYS 
SPECIES 

Oct 
2003 

Feb 
2004 

Jan 
2006 

Nov 
2007 

Nov 
2008 

Nov 
2010 

Nov 
2012 

Nov 
2014 

Nov 
2017 

Oct 
2019 

Bush Stone-curlew 3 4 1 3 - 3 - 8 4 1 

Beach Stone-curlew 2 7 10 13 18 7 1 12 10 9 

Pied Oystercatcher 223 539 357 312 302 215 221 245 273 212 

Sooty Oystercatcher 20 35 51 43 77 18 29 23 28 6 

Pied Stilt 8 56 86 101 56 1 214 154 24 191 

Masked Lapwing 76 51 68 102 75 57 168 224 330 132 

Red-kneed Dotterel 3 - - - - - 21 4 10 4 

Pacific Golden Plover 775 39 7 349 677 158 304 448 368 402 

Grey Plover 39 175 81 156 159 187 134 447 84 225 

Red-capped Plover 419 157 99 366 542 186 345 315 614 244 

Double-banded Plover - - - - - 1 - - - - 

Lesser Sand Plover 499 1887 2637 1980 424 2308 335 1322 2368 1334 

Greater Sand Plover 1462 1078 817 2732 1148 701 1318 985 1211 660 

Black-fronted Dotterel 19 1 6 5 4 10 35 17 14 12 

Comb-crested Jacana 1 1 7 12 29 47 65 59 43 39 

Latham’s Snipe - - - - 1 - 8 5 - - 

Black-tailed Godwit 116 71 - - - 2 241 17 48 10 

Bar-tailed Godwit 1530 2343 2854 3324 4343 3188 2673 1796 2954 1448 

Little Curlew 1 - - - - - - - 1 - 

Whimbrel 1647 975 1002 1673 1960 985 938 1542 2507 875 

Far Eastern Curlew 1235 294 422 533 808 714 789 794 1176 340 

Marsh Sandpiper 2 11 13 22 5 2 32 7 1 13 

Common Greenshank 148 90 136 189 143 105 49 107 76 61 

Wood Sandpiper - - - - 1 - 1 - - - 

Grey-tailed Tattler 929 832 358 572 643 449 777 342 489 500 

Wandering Tattler - - - - 9 - 3 - 1 - 

Terek Sandpiper 172 329 118 369 55 227 44 66 43 108 

Common Sandpiper - - - 2 - - - - - - 

Ruddy Turnstone 10 38 53 122 102 61 175 51 135 117 

Great Knot 1935 6047 4407 6701 5418 6753 5132 3513 6595 5801 

Red Knot 251 7 8 5 17 44 8 2 36 28 

Sanderling - - - 1 - - 2 - 1 - 

Red-necked Stint 1676 749 628 3692 1976 1467 1666 3348 2175 1872 

Sharp-tailed Sandpiper 1006 68 68 497 261 128 333 590 217 382 
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Great Sandy Strait Survey 21-23 February 2020 
by Linda Cross 
 
The first surveys of the Great Sandy Strait (GSS) region were completed by Peter Driscoll and published in 
Driscoll, P.V. (1993).  QWSG has continued extensive surveys of the region since February 1995, and in total 
(including those completed by Peter), 18 surveys have been undertaken.  
 
Timing for the most recent survey in February this year clashed with the most optimum dates selected for the 
count programme, which resulted in having to choose a weekend with a slightly higher tide than would have 
been preferred.  Thankfully, weather conditions during most of the survey period were favourable with dry and 
warm days, but a moderate to strong south-easterly wind on the last day was uncomfortable for those in boats. 
Most sites were counted during Friday and Saturday, but a few were done on Sunday when there was some 
rain and stronger winds. 
 
No aerial count was conducted during this survey. In total 59 sites were listed for counting by land and boat.  
Of the 59 sites, only 49 were surveyed and another site that had not been counted for 15 years was visited, 
bringing the total number of counts to 50. 
 
The total counts from the February survey were 20,161 migratory and 809 resident waders.  The Bar-tailed 
Godwit count was 10,990, representing nearly 55% of the total migratory species counted. The next largest 
counts were Whimbrel (1,846) and Red-necked Stint (1,793), followed by Far Eastern Curlew (1,590).  Of 
these 4 species, 3 (Bar-tailed Godwit, Whimbrel and Far Eastern Curlew), are in internationally significant 
numbers.  The percentage of the flyway population for these species is Bar-tailed Godwit (3.3%), Whimbrel 
(2.8%) and Far Eastern Curlew (4.5%) (Hansen, B.D. et al).  Other birds counted during the survey comprised 
of waterbirds (1,301), raptors (35), seabirds (2), Silver Gull (135) and terns (1,286) made up of 6 species and, 
of those, 641 were Greater Crested Tern. 
  

Curlew Sandpiper 191 5 44 221 22 57 59 111 45 44 

Broad-billed Sandpiper - - - - - 1 - - - - 

Ruff - - - - - - - - 1 - 

Unidentified larger 
wader 

- 1 - - - - - - - - 

Unidentified medium wader 202 - - - - - - - 6 - 

Unidentified small wader  - 35 39 - - - - - - - 

Unidentified Snipe sp. 1 - - - - - - - - - 

Unidentified Sand 
Plover 

- - - - - - - - - 370 

Unidentified wader 150 - - - - - - - - - 

           

Total migratory 
waders 

13977 15074 13692 23140 18172 17538 15021 15493 21228 14590 

Total resident 
waders  

774 851 685 957 1103 544 1099 1061 1350 850 

Total waders 14751 15925 14377 24097 19275 18082 16120 16554 22578 15440 

Total migratory 
species 

20 18 17 19 20 20 22 19 22 18 

Total resident species 10 9 9 9 8 9 9 10 10 10 

Total species 30 27 26 28 28 29 31 29 32 28 


